Proftjempe 


Rete than hes laude andFonour? outtht to be 

xy Puto the ckerhes poetes and hiſtoriagrap 

that faite Writey many noble Bokes of wi ſdom 

Nb ee and miractes of holy ſeyn 
tes of hiſt oꝛies of noble and famous actes 2 faittes, And 
of the cronicles ſiihen the behtynnyng of the creaciouy of 
the worde vnto this preſent tyme. by Uh iche we hben das 
ty enfoucmedandhaue hnolbtege of manpe thyngts. of 
whom we ſhuld nat haue knowey pt taey had nat teft to 
vs thetre monimentes writey. E mong whojy and ine 
ſpeciat to fore alle otheꝛ We ought crogpur a ſingater lau 
de Into that noble and giet phieo / ophez Ceffrep chauce2 
the Whiche foꝛ his oꝛnate ꝙriting ij oure tonge ma Wel 
haue the name of a tauzeate poete* Jfo2 to fore tha. t hy 
hiskahoure cnbeirf}hidoznatid and made faite 0u2 engtt 
ſſhe ty this Realme was hadde rude ſpeche 21ncongrue as 
pet it apperithe bp ode ole s. White at this hate ougghte 
nat to haue płace ne be comparedemong his beautevous 
volumes 7 oꝛnate Writinges Of Whom he made manp a 
noble hiſtoꝛye aſlwele in metre av in ty me and proſe and 
theym ſocraftely made that he comp ttbendedhis maters. 
in ſhoꝛt quiche and high ſentences eſchelbing prolivite 2 
(aſting away the cha and ſuper flute 2 ſhe wing the pp - 
led grayne of ſeutence vᷣte red by crafty 2 ſugreotloquen 
(e Of whom Janaong alle other of his botes the bobte of 
the tales of Canterburte in Whiche bey many a noble h 
ſtoꝛie of wiſdome pokicie mirth and gentilne v. And alſo 
of vertue and holynes Wbiche bob dil ge niky omrſcy : 
bucky evamined by the potfitibe reaſon) and owrſight, of 
my Wo: ſhipfuſmaſte: william Cavton accozdintte to the 
entent andeffecte of the ſeid Geffecy haute and by a 
(opy of the ſeid maſter: 4 1vton PuUrpos to impre it. by pc 
grace apde and ſuppozte of almighty god, whom Ih12ms 
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bly be ſeche. that he of his grete andHaGundant grace wil 
ſo di ſpoſe that q map it fpniſſbe to his pte ſure laude and 
ttfozye. And that alle We that ſhalte therin ſe oꝛ ride may 
ſo tahe 7 vnde rſtond the gode and bertuous takes that it 
may ſo profitte tothe hetthj of oure ſoules. and int ſpecial 
of the ſoule of the {rid Geffrey chau⸗rt. firſt aut oni ma 
2e2 of this foꝛ ſeid boke . that afteꝛ this ſhoꝛt and tranſi P 
toꝛye fpfe we map come to the euirłaſting lyf iy hebynne 
Amen. 


By Richard Pyn ſon. 
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Prologue 


Jay that Apriffe with his ſtholres ſote 
w The drough te of marche hath perſed the rote 
And Batted euery heyne ty ſuche (troure 
Of wßhiche Bertue engendred is tHe fcoure 
whanne zepharus ehe Witt his ſote Grethe 
nſpircohach mreterp holtr and ether 
The tendre croppes and the pong ſonne © 2+; 
fathe ty the ram half iis cours y roune ; 
and ſmale fonkes make mc fodpe 
That ſteppy ataptitic with opc tyc 
Do prihett thep nature in there co attes 
Cha tonttyy foche toftoon uy pruramage 
und pal mars to ſeche ſtrauntte ſtrondes 
Co ſctuchatcobbes couche ih ſondrykondes 
And ſyectalky froeurry ſUpres enoc 
Ofenglono to Caunterburpe they wende 
he hoſy buiſfuſ martiz for to ſete 
That the y hath hofppy Whey they wer ſebe 
fel i that ſeaſoh oy a dap 
0 Jt) ſuthe Werke at the taberde as jap 
Redp to wenden oh my pylgra mage 
Tocagunterburpe with deuoute cozage 
Chat np()tcaine into that hoſtekrye 
Wete nyne and elentptya companp 
Of ſondry foth by auenture p faffe 
n fekauſhip and pilgrames Were they alle 
Chat towardcaunterbarp wolder rpde 
The chambrys and the ſtabfes were wyde 
And Wete Were we ſea ſed at the beſt 
And ſhoꝛtky when the ſonne was at reſt 
So hadde I ſpoken with theymenirichone 
That as of their fekauſhip anone 
And made fo: warde erky for to ryſe 
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Prologue 


To tahe oure Wey the re as g you deuyſe 

But neuirthetes whjites g haue tyme and ſpace 
Oꝛ that g fertheꝛ in this tale pace 

Me thinketf it a ccoꝛdant fo tea ſon 

To telłe you ał the condicion 

Of eche of theym ſo as it ſemed me 

And whiche then wertand of what degre 
And ty what aray ene they weren pnne 
And at ahnyght then neh wilke begynne 


— — W. 


rener 
— 
\ 


bnyttht there was a woꝛthy man 
a Thbatfrothe tyme that he firſt began 

To ride oute. be fouet cenakrpe 

Trouthe and honoure fredom andcurt! (ye 

Ful woꝛthy he Was in his loꝛdes Werꝛe 

And ther to hadde he ryde no man fe-2e 

And aſwele in criſtendorie as iy hethneſſe 

And euiꝛ hadde honcuze foꝛ his woꝛthyneſſ. 

At afiſaundre he was Whenit was wonne 
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Drologue 


fulle of te tpme he hadde the bozde begonne 
AGoney alle nations iy price 

n fettoWe hadde he reyſed and ih Ruſe 

i garnade at the ſeg che hadde he be 

at afttepiz ano whey i Delmarpe 
At leyeys Was v0 andebeat Hataltpe 
whan they were wonne and i tbe grete ſee 
At many d aobte arine ha dde he by 

At moꝛtaył bataiłies Hhadoc be be | 'pftenc 
And foughe foꝛ ouze feptt) at rampſſe ne 
zy liſtes thryes and ay ſfepy his foo 

his iche woꝛthy hnygut yadde be at ſo 
Soi tyme with the to20e of — 
ger a notheꝛhethen may iy TCuzhpe 
And euirmoꝛe he hadde a ſourrapy price , 
aud chough be was Wozthp he was Wi ſe 
And of bis! ſ yo te as melgasa mapde 

He neui pete no bilanyę he ſaid 

Jy o.teb en fönto ns maner wiggt 

Be ba a berp gentyl parfite hnygßt 
1 tie ou of his arzape , 

6 A Weregode but he was nat gape 
Ot! faſtiay he wered a #ppppoy 
atte be ſmercd with his habertteon 
Foꝛ qe was late come fro his bpatte 


In ſent fo: (5dohis piit{Mmagte' 
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ytß him tiere Was his ſonne a poritt ſquye2 

» Aue: anda fuſtp bachel+ 2 

Vito tobes crulle as they Were ſey de in preſſe 
Oft! enty yere of age be was p tteſſe 
Sf aatütre be Was of eucne fentthe 
and woncerfyTefyyez and of ttrete f{ rentt5t 
And he haode be ſomtyme incheuauchye 
In flaundres. in Artopſe and pycartye 
und boꝛne him Wefe as of a lytef ſpace 
In hope to ſtonden iy his ladies grace 
Cnbrowded was be as it were a mede 
Alte fulfe of freſſeftource White 81:4 ride 
Synginge he Was 02 ſkoyting alem tl'r i ate 
Ge was as frefſte as is the moneth of may 
Shoꝛt was his gowne With ſreups long and 1-31, 
wele conde he ſitte on hoꝛs and therto fairer, 
Be coude ſonttes nabe and wekeenette 
Jouſte and caunte poztrape and «ie rice 
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| Prologue 


So hote he loued that by nyhgteꝛ tale 
He ſkepte nomoꝛe than the nyghtingale 
g urteyshe was kolbly and ſeruyſahle 

Bee arft — beer 1t che table 
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vemayhaddehe and ſeruauntes no 
At that tyme foꝛ he kt to ryde ſ00 
andhe was cladde in cote and hode of ttrene 


D ſtcef of pecoh atobbes bright and ſhene 
Vndre bis hekt ha bare fur thriftely 

Wele coude he dreſſe his tab yl yomanky 

Bie arobwes Oro! ed nat with fethe rs ſolve 
And in his hond he Bare a mighty bolve n, 

A not hede he hadde with a broune viſatte 
Dfwodemannescraft coude be alle the Fſage 
pon his arme he bare a gay brace? 
And by his ſpde x ſurrde and a bokefe2 

nd on that othe2 ide a Hay Cds fte: 
rneſed welke and ſharp as popnte of ſpere 
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Prologue 


A triſtofeꝛ on his Greſt of ſifne2 ſhene 
An hoꝛnt he Baa the Ga lodryh was of grent 


a foſtez was Fe ſothly as ij geſſe 


Ne: was alſoa non ne a prica:ſſe 
t Chat of fi [my f(t was ſpmpte and hop 
{He greteſt othe was bp ſeint loy 
And ſe was ſepyddame Gglentyy 
Fu. fe Wee ſhe ſor ge the ſeruite dprutne 
Sntoyned in her vey e fulke ſemcky 
And french: ſhe ſpate fuſke econſty 
Afteꝛ the ſccfr of ſtratford at the Gowe 
Fo: frenſtje of Parice was to heꝛ tnhnoWe 
At mete weke taugt was ſve with cle 
She kete no mozſet fro heꝛ lyppes falle 
Ne wette her fpngers in her ſauce Tepe 
w le coude ſje carye a #to2ſckle of mate 
Tat no drope fel $poy heꝛ Breeſt 


Procoguc 


n curteyſee was ſette fulle melyk heꝛ leſt 

iet oucztippr wiped ſhe ſockent 

Chat in heꝛ cuppe thez was no ferthing ſen* 

Of grece. whay ſhe hadde dronke her dran % 

tutte ſemely afte2 her mete ſhe rauttht 

4nd ſciurtp ſhe was of grete Uſpozte 

Df pleſaunce and ampahle of pozte 

And pepnedhbez focountrefete chere 

Of courte and to be ſtateip of manere 

And to be holde digne of reuerence 

But foꝛ to ſpeke of tjez conſcience 

Dhe was ſocheritabre and ſo pptcous 
She wol de we pe if that ſhe ſa we a mouſe 

ꝛaught in trappe if it were vide oz bledde 

Of | mate houndes hadde ſhe that ſhe fedde 

with rooſt ſkeſſhe 02 mylhe oꝛ Waſtel brede 

But ſoꝛe Wept ſhe if any of theym were dede 

Oꝛif mey ſmote theym with ye rde ſmert 

And alle was con ſcience and tendre heꝛte 

Fulle ſemely heꝛz Wpmpy fppucted was 

Her noſe tretiſe he2 epey) grey as glas 

Her mouti ſmak and therto ſoft and rede 

But ſyherly ſhe hadde a faire fozebede 

t was almoſt aſpanne brode j trowe 

Jj*02 haꝛdty ſhe was nat under (trove 

fulte fe tyce Was her (fore as g was wagt 

Of ſmakcecozaite aboure bez arme ſhe bare 

{] pepre of br Tex . ttauded alle With grene 

And there on hentt a roche fülle ſhene 

On whicye firſe was Writte a crowned 1 

Andafterthat Amo: Vincit omm! 

4 nothez nonne With bez hath ſhe 
That was be: chapeleyy and vreſts türe 


Monke tfez was fayꝛ foꝛ the maiſtre 
. An oute rydeꝛ that loued Wete benozpe 
A manfp man to be ay abbote able 
fulle many a deynte hoꝛſe hadde he in ſtable 
And when he rode meh mpttht his bnidel here 
Gyngling and whiſkyng iy the winde clere 
And ebe as lolbde as doth the cha pel belle 
There as this loꝛde was hepaz of the celle 
The reufe of ſeint Maure and of ſeint Benet 
Dicauſe he held it ſomwhat olde and ſtreyte 
This ilhe monbe fete olde thinges pace 
And helde after the new woꝛlde the ſpace 
He paf nat of the te vte a pulled henne 
That ſepth that hunters be nat holy mey 
Ne that amonhe when he is recheleſſe 
Jotyhe to a fiſſhe When it is waterleſſe 
This is to ſey a monhke oute of a ctopſtr e 
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But that tevte bebe he nat Worth ay opftre 
gnd{\ſep that his opunro was goce 
what ſhulde he ſtudye and m im wode 
Ppoy a boke alwep ty ckoyſtre to poure 
©2 ſwynke with his ß andes andkaboure 
as auſtyy biddeth hop ſhulde the wore be ſerued 
Cet Auſtyn haue his ſſbyiche to him re ſerued 
Ther foꝛe he was a pryca ſouꝛ a rigßt 
Grehoun des he hadde as ſwift as ſoule on flight 
Of pryhintt andofhuntyng for the bare 
19 alle b1stuſt foꝛ nocoſt wol de he ſpare 
{| «We bis ſleucs purfyked at the honde 

grice and that the fpneſt of a konde 

und to faſtey his hode bndre the chpnne 
He hadde of golde Wrought a curyous pynne 
"Cour h notte 11 the gretteꝛ ende theꝛ was 

Bis hede was balled which ſhone as glas 

And ehe his face as he hadde beey anopnte 

{Ge was a loꝛde fatte and in gode poynte 

His eye ſteep and zolfing in his hade 

That ſtemyd as a furneps of ate de 

Nis botes ſobbple his hoꝛs in ttrete eſtate 

pe certeynky he was a fapre prifate 

Je was nat pake asa foureppned gooſt 

7 fat ſwahloued he beſt of any roſte 

{19 pat fꝛey was as broune as a berp 


oy 


Frere theꝛ was a wanton and a merey 


A fimptoure anda ful ſole mne may 


In alle the oꝛdꝛes foure is none that can 


omoche of dalpaunce and faire kingage 
He hadde made fulle many a faire martatte 
Of pontt wym men at his owe coſt 
Duto his oꝛdre he was a noble poſt 

Fulle wel beloued and fuffe famylteꝛ was he 
With frankfepns ouez al in hiscontre 
Andehe with worthy pemey of the tone 
Foꝛ he hadde poWe2 ak ſſioun 

And ſeid him ſelf moꝛe thay a curate 

And of his ordre he was licenciat 

Fufce ſuetely herd he confeſſion 

And pleſaunt with his abſcfuctor 

And ay taſy may to pyue penaunce 

There he liſte to haue gode pitaunce 
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Fo: bnto a poure 02dure fox totipue 
o ſigne that n is wete p ſh: pne 
For if he yaf he durſt Wife make 4 Launt 
He wiſt that a may was repentaunt 
Many a may ſohard is of herte 
He map nat Wepe thoutth he ſoꝛe ſmerte 
Cher foꝛe in ſtede of Weppng and prape2s 
Mey moſte yt ne ſilue to the poute | re xt 
His tepat Was y farſed fukof knyues 
And with pyn nes to gyue faire wyues 
And certeyne he hadde a mei note 
Merely colbde he ſyng and pley at the ꝛcte 
Of yrcodinttes be bare vtteryy the price 
z neche Was White as the pronre defice 
eto ſtrontte he Was as a champpoun 
ohne we the tauernes Weke ty cyerp £0Wne 
And cuecrp oſtełe and tapſteze 
Better thay a laʒaꝛ 024 beggeſteꝛe 
Jj-02 into ſuche a woꝛthy mah as he 
Accoꝛdeth nat as by his facukie 
Co haue of ſuche ſehe lazers acquepntaunce 
t is nat honeſt it may nat auaunce . 
102 to dele with ſuche poꝛailke 
Mut with riche and ſellers of vptarſfe 
ud oueꝛ alie there as riche ſſe ſuulde arpſe 
Zurteys he Was and towtp of ſeruite 
(Cher was no mah no where ſo vertuous 
He Was the beſt beggar 19 his houſe 
And yaue a certepne ferme for the graunt 
Nooy of his brechery cam ih his hannt 
ſoꝛ though a widowe hadde nat a ſhoo 
50 pleſaunt Was his in principio 
et Wekde hehane a ſerthingorhe went 


Prefottue 


His purchace was better than his rent 
And berhe he colbde as it Wee a whelpe 
In loue dates thert coude hi mt keſ fit pe 
V oꝛ the ri be nas the a tłoyſt rea 
with a ti ri de ba te cope as a poure frere 
Put he wasfphe a maiſtet 02 a pope 
Of douBCe woꝛſtede was his ſemy eopt 
Chat rounde was as a Gefke oute of preſſe 
Som bbhat be liſpedfor his wantownc ſe 
To mate b. oengliſſbe fete pᷣpoyhis ton ge 
And dis baren ag wen he Fadde y ſunge 
gie tytyt he nb led in his hede a rig 
a s b007) the feng it the froſty n 
This bozthp frere was call huber 
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ant ther was With a forhed Berd 

a OG motfepoybisborſchigh te ſat 

po 4isgede a flaundres bene: hat 


Orokogue 


His Gotes claſpid feyre and fetouſty 

His reaſons he ſpack ful ſolempne ly 

She wing al wey the encreſſe of his wynyng 
He Wolde the ſee were hepte fo any thinge 
Het wiyte Middelurgh and oꝛe welke 

wel e colode he in hiv eſchaunge ſelle 

ie worthy man his witte ful wele beſe “le 
Ie wiſt no wight that he Was in dette 
Joeſtatekohe was of gouernaunce 

with his bargaynes and wit6 his chen unc 
ſoꝛ ſothe he was a woꝛthy may with alte 

But ſothe to ſay J not hold men Him cg 


Cferhe theꝛ was of O ven ſoꝛde afſ9 
a hat Vntoſottth had konge p to 

And kene wasbistorſraga ca! 
And he Was nat riftht fat Jöndertatee 
But lobed holowe and theꝛto ſobirly 
Utthredebare Was hid onereſt conurtby 


Prekogue 


2 he adde goten him pet no benefice 
— Sehe 


ele at his beddys hede 
T bent 
Of ariſtot 
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Chan robes 2iche 02 Fed} 

Hut alte be that le wa apluloſop dee 
pet hadde he! 

But alte that he mi Ellie fiendeoliene 

On bokes and oy kernynt be it ſyent 

And be ſeky ga 40 far! the ſ outes prape 

Of theymt that auch wier witſſe to ſcokape 

Of (tuope tohe cute aud hede 

Nat a Poꝛde ſpahe he moꝛe thay nede 

And tzat was ſeyde in four me and reue rente 

Shoꝛte and quiche — ful of high ſentence 

SowWnyne morarbertue was his ſpeche 

and giadiy wolde he lerne andgladky tecke 
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Sergeaunt of falve waaꝛ and Wiſe 
a was tffere that oft hadde be at the paruiſe 
That was afſo futke riche of evceffence 
Diſcrete he was and of grete reuerence 
Be ſempd ſuche dis wordes were ſo Wiſe 
Juſtice he was ful ofte in aſſiſe 
Dp patent and by pt1py cömpſſioun 
For his ſ.tence and his thigh renoun 
Of fees and robes had he many one 
So grete a purchaſouz was there nowhere none 
Al was fee ſpmpke tohim in effecte 
Bis purchace might nat be tohim ſuſpecte 
No bhere ſo beſp a may as he thez nas 
and yet he ſemed he ſyeꝛ than he was 
h ter mes had he caas and domes alte 
That fro the tyme of king william were falle 
The rto he coude endite and make athing 
Thez coude no Witzht pynche at his writintz 
And euerp ſtatute coude he pleyn bp rote 
He rode Gut homely in a myddel cote 
ygirthed with a ſeynt of ſikhe with barres ſmale 
Of his aray telle nokengez tale 
D Y re 
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ſranklepy was iy biscompanye 
a White was his Gerd as is the deyſie 
And of his complex ioun was ſanguyh 

weke loue d fe by the morolbe a cuppe of wyn 

Tofpue in delite was eue his wone 

ſfoz he Was epycu ies olben ſone 

That held opunpoy that playn delite 

Was Lerzap felicite pazfite 

An houſe holder and that a grete was be 
Seint gulian he was in his contre 

His brede his ale was arlbe p aftez one 

R Gettez wiued may was no where none 
withoute bake metc was le ncuiz in houſe 
Bis fiſſhe his fleſſhe and that ſo lente bous 
t j ne wed in his houſe of mete and drinhe 

Of alle dentees that meh coude thinke 

After the ſondry ſeaſoy of the pere 

Do chaunged he hts mete and his ſoupe e 

ul le many a fattt partriche hadwe hein me we 
nd many a bre me and luce in ſtewe 

boo was his cohe but his ſaWce were 
Doynaunt and ſharp and redp alle his gere 
Rio table doꝛ maunt iy his halle at cp 

was redy coue red alle the long daye 

At ſeſſions ttjex was he loꝛd and ſire 

Fulle oft tyme he was nyght of tlc ſhire 

A anlace and a gypſeꝛ ał of ſilhe 

Hing at his girder as White as moꝛo we mylke 
A ſhje reue hadde he be and cozonoure 

was nolbhere ſuche a Wozthp Saneſoure 


Jaberdaſſhez theꝛ wes and a c:: venters 
7 1veBbe a dyez anda fovpyſes 
And they werecfotfjed ail” ty one fpurre 
O fa ſole mu ne and (trete fraternpte 
Fulle freſſhe and neW theiꝛ gere pybed bas 
Theire hnpues <apcd were nat With Bra ſſe 
But af with ſikuer wrought fülle (kene and wele 
heir giröeles and their pouches tuery deke 
W le ſemen eche of thepma faire burttecs 
To fitter) in the yelde halle at the de ſe 
Sueriche for the wiſdome that he can 
was happely foꝛ to be any aldermah 
Fo: catet ha dde they proW and rent 
And their wyues wolde it weke aſſent 
And elles certeyn they Were to blame 
It is fulèe faire to brkalted Madame 
And go to the bigylkes alte bifoꝛze 
And haue a inantefriatty y boze 
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VV 


Cohe they hadde with they for the nones 
a To 6ople £ebehpno and the ma ty bones 
And pondre marchaunt tart and gtalingale 
wele kene we Ge a dre ught oflonden ale 
{3c coude rooſt ſethe broyle and frre 
mathe mortrewrigand Wele babhegpye 
Dut grete harme was it avit tVoutht me 
Fo oh his ſhynne a mozmafe had de he 
and blanke mangez made he with the beſte 
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Shipmah lvasthere that woned far 2» 14 

a Foran 4 otelſe as of derthmouty 
Be ro0e Lporz a robonce as Fe couth 

J a gobbne folvini ts the knee 

A datttte2 09 a tac ging hadde he 

gd boute his neche nos ſisarmeacobone 

Che hote ſomeꝛ hadde made his helbe alte brown 

And certepnC(y he was a gode fefawe 

Fulle many 2 d raugſijt of wyne he hadde dra we 

Fro hurdeun Warde while the chapmay ſlepe 

Of npce conſcience toke he no kepe 

f that he faught and dde the higher honde 

Dp water he ſent they home £0 eur Conde 

Dut of bis craft torehey Were io trorg 

His ſtremes andbes dauntters (im beſides 

Bis herbernchhis mont and Vis fodemanarte 

There was none ſuche frombhutcr to Cartacte 

{)ardp he was and Waaz to öndertahe 

with many a tempeſt his bezor hath, rey hahe 

6 n 


be 


Profoftue 


He hne w alle thc hauenes that there Were 

Fro gotełond Bnto Capfeneſtre 
Andeuerpcrphe in britapy and in ſpapne 

Nis barge was called the Maudeleyne TH, 


with vs theꝛ was a doctoure of pi yb 
w n the woꝛkde Was thez non ehen etz he 
To ſpehe of phyſihe ano ſurgery 
Foꝛ he was grounded ih aſtronomye 
He hept his pacient a grete dele 
n houres by mattphe naturifie 
weke coude he of foꝛtune the aſcendent 
Of his pmages foz his pactent 
He k ne we the cauſe of euerp mafadpe 
We re it of tolde hete moyſt 02 drye 
And Were engendred of What humoure 
He was a Verzp parfite practeſoure 
The cauſe p hnowe and of his harme the rote 
Anone he paf to the ſehe man his hote 
ſoz re dy alley be his apcrecarics 
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Prœtogue 


To ſend him druffttes and his lectua ries 
4 Foꝛ eche of theym made otheꝛ for to Wpane 

| Theire frende ſhip was nat new to begynne 
Ful wele knee he the olde G ſculapius 
And diſcoꝛydes and ehe Ruſus 
Olde ppocras. haly. and ehe (Zafiene 
Se rapioy. Raſts. and ehe Anicene 
I Auerrops bamaſcene andconſtantpy 
Bernarde Gatiſden andCHitbertpy 
Ofhis dyete meſurable was he 
#02 it was of no ſuperfkuite 
Pc of frete noꝛyſſhing and degeſtybke 
His ſtodye was hut lytel 09 the byble 
h ſung be yn and in perce yckadde with eke 
witz taffata and With ſandalke 
bn telle be was of his diſpence 

{Ge hept Hat he wa ih the peſt icence 
Fot godde in vhyſihe is a coꝛd ialle 
Tbe:f0:eh« Concer golce iy eſpecalſe 
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Prologue 


Gode wif thez was of beſpde bathe 

a And ſhe was — . @ that was ſcathe 
Df ccottze mahing hadde ſhe ſuche an haunt 

She paſſt d theym of ppre and of gaunt 

n alte the pariſſhe wif was there none 

That to the offrynge bifore heꝛ ſhulde gone 


And if thez dpdcertepy wrothe was ſbe 


Than was ſhe oute o falke charyte 

Her hercheues were fulle fpne of grounde 
durſt ſwere they weye d tyre pounde 

That on ſon day were on hez bede 

He2 hoſe!) were of fyne ſcarlet re de 

Ful ſt reyte y teyde and ſtoos ful moyſt and new 
Delde was her face faire and rede of he we 
She was a woꝛthy woman alle he2 kyue 
Huſbondes at the chirche doꝛe hadde ſhe fyue 
withoute other company ty pouttſe 

But the rof nedith nat to ſpebe as nowthe 
At acres hadde ſhe beey and at Heru ſalem 
She bad paſſed through many a ſtraunge reame 
at Bome ſhe hadde be and boloyne 

At ſeynt ga mes iy Galis and at Coloyne 
She coude moche of wandring iy the Wey 
Gap tothed was ſhe ſotbfp fo ſep 

Ppon ay ambutez fut ea ſeły ſhe ſatte 

p -mpred wele and on her hede ay hatte 

As biode as it Were a boheleꝛ 02 a taztte 

A fote mantcfaboute herhippes karge 

And oy heꝛ hetes a peire of ſpoꝛes ſharpe 

nf ela wſhip coude ſhe la wbe and carpe 

Of remedyes of louie ſhe coude paz chaunce 
ſtoꝛ of that arte ſhe conde the olde daunce 


Gode may thez was of retittion 

4 and was a poure parſon of a tone 
Hut riche he was of holy thought and werke 
He was alſo akerned may a clerhe 
That criſtes goſpelles truly welde preche 
His pariſſhons deuoutly Wolde he tech 
JLenyttie he was and Wondre diligent 
and ih aduerſitefulte pactent 
und ſuche he was proued ofte ſtthes 
Fulle lotije were he to curſe for his tithe 
But rather wolde he yeue oute — 
On to his poure pariſſhons aboute 
Ofhis off rynge aud ehe of Vis ſubſtaunce 

3ecoWde in kytet thinge haue ſuffiſaunce 
Wyde was his paryſſhe and houſes fer a ſondte 
Hut he fete nat foꝛ rayne ne fo? thundre 
n ſeheneſſe ner iy myſcheyf to biſſte 
L he fe rzeſt in his paryſſhe moꝛe and bote 
pon his fecte and inhis onde a ſta® 


Prelogue 


This noble en ſampte Into bis ſti:; he raue 
T bat firſt he wrought and after werde he taugt 
Oute of the goſpelle the woꝛdes he caught 
And this figure be ched therto 
That if golde ruſt what ſhulde iron doo 
Fora preeſt tobe foule in whom We truſte 
No wondre isa feWde man to ruſte 
And ſoame it io if a preeſt take hepe 
a ſtotty ſhepeherd and a ckene ſhepe 
Weſe ought a preeſt enſa mp le to gyue 
Dp his cer ne ſſe holb his ſhepe ſhototpue 
Heſette nat his benefice tohyre 
audeete his ſhepe acombre ty the myre 
nd rynne to london to ſeynt poules 
110 ſe he him a chauntrye foz ſoukes 
en With a broderhode to be withokde 
tuelle at home and hepe his foide 
go that the wolf ne made it nat myſcarye 
{00 \vaga ſhepehetde and nata mercenarpe 


an t eßhely were and vertuous 
ewas! to ſpnfuimey to diſpitconus 
{Je 00: (9.54 daunggerous nt Tittne 
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be diſcrete and benigne 

LC odratue toſke tohewyy with farrncſſe 
Wg enſample that was his beſpneſſe 
bee any parſone obſtynate 
ther he were of high oz (olve eſtate 
Him Wolde be ſnybbe ſharpely for the nones 
A bettie preeſt Jtrolbe noWſere non is 
He waytedafteꝛ nopompe neu nerence 
Ne made to him a ſpycedconſcience 

But criſtes foꝛe andhis apoſtelestwelne 
He taught but firſt he folowed h im ſetae 
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wth him theꝛ was a ple we may his be 

W That hadde led of dung many a fotbc2 
àA treł ſlpakez anda gode v he 

Deuyntz in peaſe and parfite charite 

God koued he beſt with alle hishert 

At akte tymes though he game d oꝛſ 

And thayhis nyghboure right as ha 

He Wo. de th reſſhe and therto digge a 

Foz criſtes ſake foꝛ euety poure wight 

withou te hyre if it key in his mptthe 

{51s tythes paide he faire and Wee 

Of his prope2 ſwynhe andhis catefe 

ha taberdhe rode vpoy a mere 

There Wasatſoa rene andehe a mille re 

A fompnou: and a pardonere alſo 

Z manapfe ane my ſekne there Was no moo 


— bl. ens 
Che mylleꝛ was a ſtoutecarke foꝛ the none 
Jule byg he was of brauy and bones 
hat proued wele foꝛ ouer alłe there he can 

f raſtling alweyhe wolde haue the ram 

e was ſtoꝛt ſhuldred brode a thiche quarze 

There was no doꝛe that he nolde heue of the barre 

{2 brehe it at rennynge with his hede 

His berdas any ſole 02 foy Was rede 

And the rto brode as it Were a ſpade 

Vpon the cop right of his noſe he hadde 

A werte. and theze on ſtode a tufte of heres 

e de as the bruſteles of a ſolves rre's 

His noſetrilles blake were and wide 

à ſ werde and a hohelkeꝛ Gare he by his ſide 

His mouth as grete was as a furneps 

He was a gangleꝛ a:1d a gotiardeys 


And that was mooſt of ſynne and harlotrics 
weke coude he ſteſe coꝛne and tolle thrics 
And that he hadde a tHombe of golde x arde 
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Prefogn 


A White tote and a ble we hode wered he 
a bagge pype toude be blowe and ſowne 
And ther with 5 HrouttFt vs oute of towne 
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(3: ntypetmancipte was ther of the temp! 

a Of Whiche a catoure might tale evenpLe 
Foꝛto he Wiſe ty biyng of bitaible 

Foꝛ whether he pated 02 toke by tailke 

Algate he waited ſo oy his achate 

That he was ay hifoꝛe and iy ge de ſtate 

No bb is nat that of god a faire grace 

That ſuche a lewed mannes Witte ſhalte pace 

The wiſdome of an hepe of fernpd mey 

Of maiſters hadde he mo thanne tljrics ten 

Chat were of Cave evperte and cozious 

Of whiche there were a doſen iy that houſe 

woꝛthy to be ſtewardes of rent and londe 

Of any kloꝛde that is iy Anglond 

do mahe hi eyue by his oben good 

honoure de tees but he were wore 
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Prologut 


Other lyue ſcarſefy as theym liſte deſire 
And able foz to helpe alle the ſhire 

Gy any cauſe tat migjt falte oꝛ bappe 
And yet this mancipte ſet afce theiꝛ cappe 
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Rene her wasa ſtendre colerthe may 
a His horde is ſhaue as nygb as he can 


Vis heres were by his eres rounde y ſhoꝛe 


His top was docked kike a preeſt bifoꝛe 
Fulke keng Were hislegges and fulke fene 

Lx hca ſtaf the2 is no calf y ſene 

Wele coude he hepe a garneꝛ and a bynne 
Tbeꝛ was none auditoure coude of hin wynne 
Wee wiſt ge by the drought and by the rayn 
T he yelding of his ſede and of his greyn 
His koꝛdes ſhepe G1 nete andhisdeyre 

His ſwpne his f — his ſtoꝛe and his puktre 
was holy in this reups ſtouernyng 

And by llio coue naunt pane the rchnyng 
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Prołogn 


Sith his oꝛde was twenty pere of age 
Thez coude no may brontte him iy arerage 
There nas bailłi ne none ocheꝛ hyne 
That he ne une we his ſtight of his conpne 
CThcy Weze of hin a drad as of the deth 
His wonyng was ful faire Spoy a beth 
with grene trees ſgacobbed was his place 
| He coude bettez tay Hts loꝛde purchaſe 
Ful e riche be was aſtoꝛed prpuctp 
{1s [020 Wele coude he pleaſe ſubtelly 
To yeue andfene tohim of his oy good 
and aue hanhe and yt te a cote and a bode 
j pouth He hadde lernyd a good myſtere 
He was aͤ Were gode Wright a Carpentere 
This reve ſat pon a Wele gode ſf 1 
That was alpomekgrep and bit! + ot 
{ Contt ſurcote of perce ppon him de 
And hy his ſide he bare a ruſtp biz 500 
Of nozfocke was this rene of Winch Jtekke 
Deſide a tolbne mey cafce Bad] wet cv 


Tucked he was as is a frere abo n 
And euiꝛ he rode the hyndreſt of the route 5 
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Prologue 


Somnoure with Bs was in that place 

A Tat hadde a fyre rede cherubyns face 
* Foz ſaſfteme Fe was with eye n narow 

Hote he was andfiherous as a ſparow 

with bl Growes ſhafced and pikled berd 

Of his bi ſage children were a ferd 

Ther nas quph ſilueꝛ litarge ne brymſtone 

Bozace ceruſe ne oyle of tartre none 

Ne opnement that wol de clenſe ne bite 

Chat him mittlt bekpe of his welkes White 

Ne of his hnobbes ſitting on his chehes 

welke loue d he opnons garlele and lehes 

And for todrinke ſtrong wyne as rede as blode 

Chah weld he ſpeke andcrp as he were Wood 

And when he hadde Wefe dzonke the wyne 

Tha wolde he ſpeke no woꝛde but latpy 

fe we termes hadde he two oz tbre 

That he ha dde lernyd of ſur may of decre 

No wondre ishe herde it alle the daye 

And the ye hne ve wele that a Jay 

Cay clepe Watte as Weſe as cay the pope 

But who coude him ty othiꝛ thinges grope 

Than hadde he ſpent alle his phitopfye 

ap queſtio quid queris wolde he cry 

Be was a gentylharkote and hynde 

a bettre fetaW ſholde mey nat fynde 

He wolde ſuffre ſoꝛ a quarte of wpy 

A gode felolbe to haue his concubyn 

A twelf moneth and excuſe him at the fülle 

Fulle pryucly a fynche ehe ccude he pulle 

And if he fonde obhere a good fefa we 

He wolde teche him anone to haue awe 

In ſuche caas of the archedekyns curſe 
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Prologue 


But if mannes ſoule were iy his purſe 

ſo: in his purſe he ſholde punyſſhed be 

Purſe is the ardjedehenes helle ſaide he 

But wele J woote he lied right in dede 

Df curſpntt ought eche man to drede 

Foz curſpntt wille ſke rittht as ſoyling ſauetß 
And alſo ware him of a ſignificauit 

n dauntte2 hadde he at his oy ttupſe 

Alle the yong gyrles of the diocyſe | 
and knewe of theire counſeyl and was of their rede 
A garlłonde he 6adde ſette Bpoy his hede 

as gꝛete as it Were ay ale ſtahe 


A bokefe2 hadde he made him of a cake 
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Prologue 


This pardoneꝛ had here as pelo as wev 
And ſmoth it heng as doth a ſtrphe of flex 
Bp houn ſes heng his ches that he hadde 
And therwith his ſhuto! 9 one2 ſpradde 
But than it ley byculpons one and oon 

An hode foꝛ Jolpt! we red he none 

#02 it was truſſeb Vpoy his walette 

Nin) thought he rode $poy a neW get 
Diſſſeuyld ſaue his cappe he rode alle Car: 
Suche glaryng epen had he as hathe an hare 
A Sernacce hadde he ſolwed pᷣpon his cappe 
Bis walet Btfozne him hadde he in his klappe 
Vrette fulle of pardon come fro Rome alle hote 
1 Hovce he hadde as ſmalke as hath a gote 
Ho Rerde lladdelſe ne neuiꝛ ſhuld haue 

119 {mothe was it as it were new ſhaue 

{ (rolve hie Were a gelding 02 a mare 

of his craft from BerWphe Snto ware 
ge was thez noWhere ſuche a pardone2 
oꝛ in his male he hadde a ppfolve Beer 
which that he ſeid was ourc ladyes veyle 
Be ſad he hadde a gobbet of the ſeyle 
That ſepnt Petyꝛ tjadde Way that he went 
vo? the ſee tyl Jeſuscriſt him bent 

He hadde a croſſe of katon fulle of ſtones 
And in a glaſſe he hadde pigges bones 

But Witt theſe reliques whan that he fonde 
Aa poure parſon dueffintt Ppoy londe 

pon a dape he gat him moꝛe money 
Than tie par ſon gat in monethes twep 
and thus hadde he ateries and tapes 

Ne made the pa rſon and the pepke his apes 
But truly to telte at the laſt 


Prologue 


Ge was iy chirche a noble eccle ſiaſte 
wele code he rec ale ſſo 02 a ſtozpe 
Hut attheꝛbeſt be fonts offre tozpe 
Foz wele e wiſt han tat fontte was ſunge 
Gem eecche and fyle a while vis tunge 
Tov nne ſiluer as he fulle Welte coude 
Ther fo he ſontte the merierty and foude 
D u haue 3̃ tolde pou ſhoꝛteły in a cauſe 
11 he ſtate the arzaye the nombre a the cau ſc 
why that aſſembled was this company 

1 Zouty werke at the gentilhoſterpe 
Chat hight the Taberde faſt bp tbe Belke 
Hit nob is tyme to pou for to tele 
Hob that we bare vs that iche nyght 
when that we We re in the hoſt ry a light 
And after wikke z telle of oure diage 
4nd alle the remenaunt of oure pitttramatte 
But firſt q pou prap of pouz curteſye 
Chat ye arette nat mp vitonpe 
Liouth wat q płlaynky ſpeke ty this matere 
To tetlie pou tlietz woꝛdes and tfſetre here 
And thouttt 1 ſpeke theire wozdes propirſp 
jor this pe hnobbe a ſwele as J 
who ſhata tafe tcife aftez a man 
He muſt reherſe as nere as he ca 
Guery woꝛde if it be iy his charge 
A ſpethe he neun ſo rudely and ſo lartze 
Oꝛekles he muſt telle his tale Vntrewe 
£2 ſep thinges oꝛ feyne woꝛdes newe 
He map nat ſpare although he were his Grote? 
He moot aſwete ſap o woꝛde as a nothe: 
Criſt ſpahe him ſelue ful brode in holy Writte 
And wele ye Wote no viſanp 19 ut 

C 11 


Prologue 


Ehe plato ſepeth who can it rede 

The woꝛde muſt be coſpy to the de de 
Afſo(Jprape you fozpeue it me 

af though ij ſet nat folh ty theire degre 

Here in theſe tales as they ſhulde ſtonde 
Mp witte is ſßoꝛte ye may wele vndreſtonde 
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Re te che re made oure oft to vs enirechone 
And to the ſoupere ſette he. bs anone 

Be ſerupd vs with vitaylle at the beſt 
Stronge was the wyne and wele drinhe bs lyſt 
A ſemeiy may oure oft was with alle | 
Foꝛ tobe a marſhaſfe in a loꝛdes halle 
A large man he was with eyen ſtepe 
A fepre2 brugges is theꝛ none ty chepe 
Belde of his ſpeche and wele was y taught 
And of manhode — he right naught 
Ehe therto was he right a merp may 
And afteꝛ ſoupeꝛ to pleycy he began 
And ſpahe of mirth amonge other thingzes 


Prologue 


whan that we hadde mate oure rehnyntzes 
He ſapd thus koꝛdynges truly 

ye be to me richt welcom herttyp 

1707 bp mp trewth if A ſhalle nat Lye 

ſab nat chis pere ſo inery a company 

at onꝝs in this her boꝛob as now 

Fepne wolde g do you myrtth if J wiſt how 
and of a myrth Jam right now be thought 
To do you eaſe and it ſhabcoſt you nouttht 
pe goto Caunterbury warde god pou ſpede 
Che bliſful martp2 quyte you pou me de 
and wele pe Wote as pe go by the Wey 

pc ſhappy pou to ta Wie and topkep 

1702 truty comſoꝛt ne myrth is none 

To rpde by the wey donibe as a ſtone 

Und therfoze wille g make pou diſporte 

13 z ſaiderſt and do you (omforte 

And it lyheth you alle by one aſſent 

j'02 to ſtonde at my iugement 

{11id foz to wyrhe as g ſhalle you ſay 

To moꝛolb Whay ye rydey oy the wap 
Nob by mp fadre ſoule that is de de 

Hut pe be merp g ſhalle gyue you mp hede 
Holde bp youꝛ hond withoute moꝛe ſpeche 
Dure counſet ſhjal nat long be to ſeche 


Vs thought it was nat worth to mabe Vs W}'s 


And graunted hin with oute moꝛe a vps 
And badde hin ſcp his berdite ashimliſt 
Coꝛdinges quod he now herhneth foꝛ the beſt 
Put tahe it nat i praye you in diſdepy) 
This is the poynte to ſpehe it ſhjoꝛte and pleyy 
hat eche of yon to ſhoꝛte with pour Wey 
4 this viatte ſhalec tel tales twep | 
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Prologue 


To Caunterbury warde g mene it ſo 
And homwarde he ſhak teile otheꝛ tales two 
Ot aizentures that whilom haus befalle 
and whiche of pou berith him beſt of alle 
io toſap that tellith in this caas 1 
Calis gof the veſt ſentence and mooſt ſolace $ 
Shafcchaue a ſfoupe2 of ouꝛ altheꝛ coſt 
Here in this place ſittyng by the poſt 
whan that we com apey from Caunterburp 
And fo2 to make pou the moꝛe merp 
Wiſle mp ſelue godely with you ry de 
Night at myh oben coſt and be your gyde 
and Who that wol my iugement with ſap 
ort ely ſhel paye ade that is ſpent by the Wey 
nd if he vouchſauf that it be ſo 
1 efme anone Withente Wo2ders mo 
and g wille arly ſhape me therfore 
This thing was graunted and othes ſwoe 
\v1() fu tfkadberte and prepey hun aſſo 

hat he Wolde voucheſauf that it be ſo 
und that he wolde be our (fouernon: 
And of out tales iuge and repoztou 
and ſette a ſoupeꝛ at a ce teu pryce 
And Woide be ruled at hie deupce 
High and lowe and alle by one aſſent 
we be accoꝛded to this iugement 
aud ther pon the wyne was ſette anone 
we dranhe and to reſt went We echone 
with oute any kentzer tariyng 
ꝗ mozolbe when the day gan ſpring 
Vp roſe ou: hoòſt and Was alte anz (oh 
And gadred vs to ttidre allen flat 
And foꝛth we rydeylitek moꝛe thay pags 


Prologue 


Vnto the Waterintt of ſent Thomas 
And the re ou2 hoſt gay his hoꝛ ſe areſt 
and ſaidherhenethkoꝛdinges if ye liſt 
pe Woot oure foꝛ wa rde and you recozde 
pf en pnſontt and motoſonge acco2Te 
Vet ſe noW who ſhal telle the firſt tale 
do ent mot I drintke wyne oz ale 
who ſo wil be re belle to my iugement 
hal pap foꝛ alle that is by the Wey ſpent 
O we dra cut oꝛ that pe fnrtheꝛ twynne 
n White ſhal the firſt take begynne 
Syꝛ h nyght quod he my ma ſteꝛ and mp kezde 
Nob dra with cut foꝛ that is mpy accoꝛde 
To meth hetheꝛ quod he my la dy priozeſſe 
And ye Syꝛ clerke let by pouz ſhame faſt nes 
Ne ſtudpe nat. Ley on hand euer may 
ano ne todrawey euery Wight began 
and ſhoꝛtely to tekle as it was 
Were it Gp auenture foztune 02caas 
The ſothe is this. the cut fyl oy the hnygßt 
Of Whiche fülle blith and gtade is cue 1p witth 
and telle he muſt as it was reſo! 
Lp foꝛ ward and vp (ompoſicion 
15pe haue herde what nedith woꝛdes mo 
aud wha this gode may ſale that it was ſo 
as he that was wiſe and obedient 
To he pe his foꝛ ward bp his fre afſent 
Be ſaide ſithnes j ſhal begynne the tame 
what welcom be cut ty goddes name 
{)oWfet vs rpde andherbey what ſap 
And with that wozde we riden fürth on Wey 
und he began will a right merychere 
Und ſeydanone his tale as pe ſhatte lere 
cum 


Thehny|9)ts Tale 


Nerc Gettynneth the hnightes tale 
4b 


whilom as of de ſtoꝛyes telkith Vs 

1 Chez was a duke hight Theſeus 
Of Thebes te was tote and gouernouz 
And in his tyme ſuche a conquerouz 

That ttretez Was ther none Vndre the ſonne 

Fulle many a riche contre hadde te Wonne 

That with his wiſdom andcheualry 

He conque ced affe the regne of femeny 

That whilom was ckeped Cithea 

And Wedded the que ne ppolita 

And Brought be2 Home iy his contre 

with moche gloꝛ ye and ſolennyte 

And ehe her yong ſuſt re Emely 

And thus with victory and melody 

Let Ithis woꝛthy dune to athenes ryde 

And alle bis f coſt iy harneys him be ſide 

And certes if it nere to long to (ere 


The hnyf5tes Tale 


wolde haue tolde fulky the mate 

Now wonne pas the regne of fen n 

Dy tlie ſeus a1 his chenatrp 

und of the grete Batailte.foꝛ tie nones 

Bet lbix Athenes and amaſones 

And hob beſege d was ppoſita 

The faire hardy quene of Cithea 

And of the feſt that was at ez wedding 

und of the tempeſt at ez home tomyng 

But alte that thyng J moot as noW fo2bere 

haue god Wote a large felde to ere 

und wehe been the oven in mp ptow 

The remenaunt of mp tate istong pro» 

Wil nat let ehe none of this route 

Vet enerp fefolÞ telle his tale avoute 

And iet ſe now who ſhalle the ſoupez Wynne 

ano there left J wille affcpy begynne 
His duke of whom g make mencion 

t wan he was come alinoſt to the toun 

Hal his welthe and his mooſt pryde 

He was ware as he caſt his eye a ſyde 

We re that there kniete d ih the hig wey 

a company of ladies t wey and twey 

Oche after other ckadde ty clothes bake 

But ſuche a crye and ſuche a wo they make 

That in this Woꝛkd npscreatureſpupntt 

Chat herde ſuche ay other: Weymenting 

ang of tkiscry they nolde neuiꝛ ſtentyn 

Cyl they the reynes of his bride hentyn 

what fofhe be pe hat at mpy home coömyug 

Perturbey ſo mp feſt With cripug 

Quod Theſeus, haue pe ſottiete enu/'e 

Of myn Fonou: that thus compiryy and cp 
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Oꝛ who hath you myſboden oz offended 

And tel me if it may be amended 

and why that pe be ckothe d thus i abe 

The oldeſt lady of them alle ſpate” 

jay ſhe had ſwoned with a dedly chere 

That it was re both to ſe and to here 

She ſayd loꝛde to whom foꝛtune hath peue 

Victoꝛy. and as a conque roi tofyue 

\)outtht greueth Bs your gloꝛy and you honouꝛ 

But We be ſehe you of mercp and ſotouꝛ 

Raue mercp oh ouꝛ Woo and diſtreſſe 

Som drope of pite thrutt5 thy gen tit neſſe 

Vpon Bs wreched womeylet nob falle 

fo: ceꝛtes loꝛde theꝛ is none of vs alce 

hat ſte ne hath becy duche ſſe 02 a que ne 

Nobb be we caytiffes as it is Wile ſene 

Thanked be fortune and her fals whele 

T bat none eſtate enſureth to be wele 

No certes toꝛde to abide you preſence 

Here in this tempke of the god de ſſe clemence 

we haue be wayting alle this fourtny tht 

Nobb help vsfozd ſitÞ it liethj in thy might 
U reche which that We pe and wayle thus 

i whilom wif tohing Campaneus 
That ſtarft at thebes a curſed be that day 

And alle we than bern in this arape 

And make alke thie ka me ntacioy 

We foſter alle ouꝛ huſbondes at that toun 

whiles that the ſege there a boute lay 

And yet noW the elde ert on wela way 

T bat loꝛd is now of Thebes that ce 

Fat filled of re and iniquite 

He foz ce ſpite and foꝛhis tiranup 
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To doon the ded Bodies Bikonp 

Of alle ouꝛ fozdes which that been ſciwe 
Bath alle the bodies on an hepe p drawe 
and wol nat ſuffre theym by none aſſent 
Netheꝛ to be buryed ne to be brent 

But makith houndes to ete them in diſpite 
and with that woꝛde with oute moꝛe reſpite 
They fallen groueling andcry pitcouſty 
Haue oy Vs wrechid women ſom me rcy 
àndtet our ſoꝛobb ſynhe in thyy hezte 
This gentie dune of his couſerſtert 

with hert pitous when ne he lieꝛde them ſpehe 
Him thought his hert Wolde breke 

when he ſa we them ſo pitous and ſo mate 
Chat Whilom were of ſogrete eſtate 

And in his armes he them alte bphen 

And them con foꝛteh in fulle godeen tent 
und ſwoꝛe his othe as he was trewW unt 
He wolde do ſo ferfoꝛth his might 

V pon the tyraunt creon him to Wreke 
Tat ałte the peplt of grece ſhuld ſpehe 
Ho lb Creon was of theſeus y ſerued 

1s he that hath his ders ele de ſeruc d 

And cigßt anone withouten moze abode 
His Gane2 he diſplaied and fozth he rode 
Co the bes Warde and alte his ooſt be ſyde 
No neꝛ athenes nolde he go ne ryde 

Ne tahe his eaſe nat fully half a Tap 

But oy his wey that nyght he kay 

And ſent anone ppolita the quene 

And Smell he pont ſuſtre ſßene 

Dnto the tour of athens 3 toduelke 

And foꝛth he rydeth ther 15 no more to telle 


The hnyghtes tale 


Be rede ſtatue of mars With ſpere and tartte 


t So ſhynetßh in his white ba ner large 
That alte the fetdes glittren vp and doun 
and by his baneꝛ horn is his penon 
D gelde fuffe riche in Which thez was y bete 
Che mynutaute Which he way in crete 
I hus rideth this duke this conquerouz 
und in his oſte of cheualrye the floure 
that he cam to Thebes and a light 

t in afeld there as he thought to fight 

it ſhoꝛtly for to ſpehe of this thing 
14.0 creoy whiche was of thebeshyng 
faut. and ſtawhim mantp as a hngt 
1) pſapy bataikke and put his fothe to flight 
aud at a ſabte he way the cite after 
und rent a doug walle ſparze andrafte2 
[1110 to the ladies He reſtored ageyn 
e Bodies of theiꝛ huſbondes that Werſtapy 
do doohſequyes as tho was the guyſe 
But it were alle to longe ſoꝛ to deuiſe 
The grete cfamon2 and the weymenting 
T bat the kadies made atte brennyng 
Of the bodies. and the grete honou2 
Chat Cheſeus the noble conqueron: 
Dotßh to the ladies when they from him went 
Dut ſhoꝛtly fox to telle is myy entent 
when that this woꝛthy duke this Theſeus 
Rath creon ſlayne and Way thebes thus 
Styt in the felde he tobe al night his reſt 
And did with affe the contre as himkiſt 
Ne ranſake« in the taas of Bodies deve 
Theym foꝛ to ſtripe of harneys and of Wede 
The pylours dyde theiꝛ beſyneſſe anden 
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The knythtes to! 


afteꝛ the bataylte and the diſcomfiture 
and ſo befylle that iy that caas they fon de 
Chr ob gyrt with many a greueus wounde 
C wo pong knyghjtes riyng by and by 
Bothe in one harneys Wroutht fulke riche y 
Of whiche two Arcite hight that one 
and the othez knyght hegijt Pa lamon 
Nat fully quicke ne fully dede they were 
Dut bp theiꝛ cote armure and then gere 
The he rodes kent w thep Beſt in ſpecialle 
as that they Were of the blode ryalle 
Of thebes and of Huſtrpy two y boꝛe 
Oute of the taas the pylours haue the tote 
And haue theym ca ried ſoft into the tant 
Of the ſeus. and he fulie ſone them ſent 
Co àthenes to duelte theze in pryſon 
Peꝛzpetuclce for he nolde no raunſo! 
and Whey this woꝛthy duke hadde thus doon 
He tobe his hooſt and home be gothe anone 
with laureꝛ crowned as 4 conqueroure 
And there he lyueth in Joye and i honoure 
Terme of his lyf what ne dith Woꝛdes moo 
And in a toure ty anguyſſhe and with woo 
Due llith patamoy and his fetaw arcite 
jr02 euiꝛmoꝛe theꝛ may no golde theym qup te 
Bus paſſed pere by pere and day by dap 
iA it feł ones in a moꝛnyng of Map 
That S mely that faircꝛ was to ſeen 
Thay is the leły dpon the ſtafhe grene 
And freſſhez thay may with floures ewe 
foꝛ with the roſe coloure ſtroue heꝛ hel 
not which was the faireꝛ of theym t wo 
Sꝛit was day as washeꝛ Wonte to do 
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The bnpttbtes tale 


She was a ryſen andalle redy dight 

Foz map wol haue no ſkottarde a nyght 

The ſea ſon prichith tue ry gentil hert 

and mahitß him oute of his ſlepe to ſtert 

And ſayeth arpſe and dothyy obſeruaunces 
This mabith Emely to haue remembraunces 
To do honou: to map and foꝛ to ryſe 

p (fotbed freſſhe was — to deuyſe 

5c: lobb hee was bropded on a treſſe 
Vchiude bez Bake akong yerd J geſſe 

AQ»! the gardeyn at the ſon Hpriſte 

=.c waſhedbp and douy and as be2 liſte 
bored flonres part White and rede 

Imahesſub ( ghapelet for Hez he de 

and asayaungefbeupntp ſte ſong 

De grete foure that was ſo thicke andſtronge 

Woche of the caſtel was the chief dungeon 
There as the hnyghtes Were in pryſon 

Of whiche j tolde you and telle ſhakte 

1-25 eupy ioynaunt to the ttardpy walle 

Tuc te as this Emely hadde heꝛ pieiyng 

Bright was the ſonne and ckeꝛe that moꝛnyng 

and palamon this wofulke priſonc? | 
is was his wone by leue of his ttapfe? 

was ryſen and rolbmett in the c<ambre on high 

Ju whiche alle the noble cyte be ſeith 

And ehe the (1rdpy fuk of braunches tre ne 

There as this freſſhe © mely the ſbene 

Was in heꝛ walk and romed Bp and downe 

This ſoꝛoufulle prpſonez this pala mo 

Goth in the chambre rowmyntz to and fro 

And to him ſelue comple ned of his Woo 

That he was herne fulle ofte he ſeyde allas 
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und ſo befyl by auenture andcaas 
That throutt a wyndow of many a barre 
Of iron ttrete and ſquare as any ſparze 
Be caſt his eyen pon Emelya 
And therwith he blent and cryed aa 
as though he were ſtongen to the hert 
And with that cry arcite anone Bp ſtert 
and ſaide toſyy myne what apfith the 
That art ſo pale and dedly on to ſee 
by crieſt thou Who hath do the offence 
Co: goddes foue take alte in pacie nce 
Pu e pryſon. foꝛ it may non othez Ge 
ſoꝛtune hath peue bs this aduerſ#s- 
Dꝛ elles ſom wiked aſpecte 02 igen 
f ſaturne. by ſom conſtellation 
Hath peue Bs this al though we had ſwoꝛn 
do ſtode the heupy whan we Were Boꝛn 
le muſt endure this is the ſhoꝛte and pleyn 
This palamon aunſwerd and ſeid a geyn 
Coſyn foꝛſoth of this opunyon 
Chou haſt a veyn ypmaginacion 
Chis pryſon cauſeth me nat to crye 
But J was hurt noW through myn eyt 
Vnto my hert that wol my bane be 
Che fairneſſe of a lady that {ſr 
yondre ty the gar deyy rolbmyng to and f ro 
\scauſe of my criyng and mp Woo 
not Whetbez ſhe be Womay 02 godoe ſſe 
Hut benns it is ſothley as g geſſe 
and therwith alle oy hnees doun he fylle 
and ſaid benus if it be thy wille 
you in this gardeynthustotranffigure 
Bifoze me ſozonfulle Wrecle tp crvatiure 
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Mute of this pryſon helpe that we may ſhape 
And if it be oure deſtynye ſo be ſhape 

By eterne woꝛde to dye in pryſon 

O foure kignage haue ſom compaſſion 

That is ſocowe y brougtſt by tyrannye 

And with that woꝛde Arcpte cayeſppe 

Where as the la dy went to and froo 

And with that ſigit heꝛ beaute hurte him ſo 
Chat if pala mon were wounde d ſoꝛe 

Arcpte is hurt a ſmoche 02 moꝛe 

and with a ſp he ſapde piteouſky 

The freſſhe beaute me ſleeth ſodentp 

Of her that rolbmeth in yon dre place 

And but g haue heꝛ mercy andheꝛ grace 

Chat g map ſee heꝛ at the leſte wep 

nam but dede there is no more to ſepe 

HS Nis pafamoy Whey he theſe woꝛdes herde 
t Diſpiteouſiy he foketh and aunſ werd 
whether ſaiſt thou this in erneſt oꝛ in pleyt 

Nay quod arcyte in erneſt 6p mp fap 

God helpe me ſo {Juſt ful litel to ptep 

Chis pala mon gay hnytte ſis browes twey 

It were quod he to the no grete honoure 

ſoz tobe fals ne for to be a traytoure 

To me that am thy coſyn and thy Grothe 

y ſwoꝛne fuldepe and eche of $6 to otheꝛ 

That neuiꝛ foꝛ to dyen in the peyn 

yl that the det departe ſhafce vs twepy 
Neytheꝛ of Bs in loue to hyndre otheꝛ 
Ne in non other caſe my leue rothe: 
And that thou ſhuldeſt furtheꝛ me 
In eue ry ca ſe as ſhulde furtheꝛ the 
This was thy n othe and myne certeyn 
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J wote it wele thou darſt it nat with ſayen 
Thus art thou of my counſeik withoute Toute 
and now thou woldeſt falſely be aboute 
To łoue my lady whom loue and ſerue 
und eun ſhalle tiffe that mpyhezte ſterne 
Now certes fals arcite thou ſhaft nat ſo 
4foucd heꝛ firſt and telde the mp wo 

as to my coun ſel and to my brottjez ſwoꝛn 
To furtheꝛ me as haue tolde bifoꝛn 

Foz which thou art bounden as a knyttit 
To helpe me if it lay iy thy myght 

Oꝛ elles art thou fals J daz wete ſeyn 
This Arcite fulre proudety ſpahe ageyn 
Thou ſhalt quod he be ratijeꝛ fals than 
But thou art fats tie the Vtterfy 

Fer paramouz zloued be firſt ez thou 
what wilt thou ſeyen thou wiſteſt nat pet nolb 
whether ſhe be a womay oꝛ a goddeſſe 
Thyn is affection of holyneſſe 

And myn isloue as toa creature 

Foꝛ Which q tolde the myn auenture 

as to my coſpy and mp brotſſeꝛ ſwoꝛn 
ſuppoſe thou lout deſt heꝛ bifoꝛy 

woteſt thou nat Weke the olde ckerhes ſa we 
That who ſhalgyue a loueꝛ any law 

Cour is a greteꝛ ka be by my panne 

Than map be gene of any erthty may 

And therfoꝛe poſitif law and ſuche decre 

s brokey alday foꝛ loue th eche degre 

4 may muſt ne des fone mattre his he de 

He map nat fle it thoutth he ſhurd be de de 
ac be ſhe mayde wi dow oz wif 


Andegeit is nat liheky ar thy pf 
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Chat haſte the ſight of bez and) thabſence 
ſo poſſible it is ſithnes thou haſt heꝛ preſence 
andart a hnyght a woꝛthy may and able 
That bp ſom caas ſith foꝛtune is chaungeable 
Chou mapſt ſo:mtpme to thy deſpre attepne 
But g that am evitedand Barzepy 

Of alte gꝛace and ſo in grete diſpep2 

That there nys watezerth fyre ne epre 

Ne creature that of them mahed is 

Chat map ne hele oꝛ do comfoꝛt in this 

wee ought J ſterue in wanhope and diſtreſſe 
Fare bete my lif mp luſt and mp gladneſſe 
dias whp ptapney mey ſo iy comune 

Oo purueaunce of godor of foꝛtune 

Chat peueth them ofte ty many Wiſe 

wele bettre thay tijem ſelf cay deupſe 

Dom men deſire to haue riche ſſe 

Chat cauſe 19 of ftrete ſeheneſſe 

und ſom may Wotde oute of his pryſoy fapne 
That iy his houſe of his meyne is ſkapy 

n finite harmts be iy this matere 

we Woot nat what thing we pray here 

We fare h as he that dronke is as a mouſe 

{4 dronhey may wote ble he ha tj ay houſe 
But he Woot nat Whiche is the right wey thide z 
and to a dronhe may the wey is ſtidez 

And certes in this woꝛlde ſo fare we 

we ſehen faſt aftez felicite 

But we go Wrong ful ofte truly 

Thus map We ſep alle. aud namefp 

That wende haue hadde a ttrete opunyon 
That and mygſ it ſcape oute of pryſon 
Than hadde i be in ioye and parfite hele 
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There now g am e viled fro myn wele 
Sith nes g map nat ſe you E inelp 
ne am but dede ttiez is no re mi dy 
P pon tffat otheꝛ ſyde Pala mon 

wWhay that he wiſt Arcite was gone 
Suche ſoꝛow he maketẽ that the grete tourt 
Ri ſouned of his pelling and cla mou 
Che pure feters oy his ſhynnes grete 
le re of his byttre ſakt te res wete 
Affas quod he Arcite coſpy mpne 
O f acke oure ſt ryf god woot the frute is thyne 
Chou warkeſt nob in ttjebes at thy karge 
And of my wo thou peu, ſtcitetke cha ige 

Chou mapſt ſay thou haſt wiſdome and manhede 
aſſemble ace the fekae of oure kpnrede 
And make Ware ſo ſharpe iy chis countre 
Chat by ſow guenture 02 bp ſom tretie 
Chou maſt haue heꝛ to lady and to wif 
oꝛ Wtjom q muſt ui des beſe mp lyf 
j:02 4s by wey of poſſibutite 
Sithnes thou art at karge of pryſon free 
Aud art a loꝛde grete iy this auauntage 
More thay is myn that ſte rue here 19 a cage 
3:02 4 map Wepe and Wapf whiles g (pue 
with alle the woo thatprpſoy map me yeue 
und che Withe pepne that koue me peuett afſo 
Chat doublith alte my tourment and my Woo 
Cher with the fyre of Jelouſye vᷣp ſtert 
within his breeſt and hent him by tbe herte 
Do wodely that he lily was to be hol de 
Che boy tre oꝛ aſſhen de de 02 colde 
Chat ſayde o cruel godde ſſe that gouerne 
Cle Woztde With byuding of pouz W072 de etery 
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And wꝛiten in the table of the atha mant F 
vou parſement and pouꝛetery {rant 

what is manhynde moꝛe Bnto pou hold 
Than is the ſhepe that roukett in the fold 
Foz ſtayn is may rigijt e s an otheꝛ beſt 

And duellithj che in pryſoy and iy areſt 
And hatßh ſehneſſe and grete aduerſite 
Andofte tyme giltles paide 

what gouernail is in this pre ſcience 

That gilties turmentitij gn nocence 

und yet encreſith this alle mp penannce 
That man is bounde to his obſeruaunce 

#0: goddes ſake tolettyn of his Wille 

There as a beeſt map alle his luſt fulfylle 
Ard whay a beeſt is dede he hath no peyn 
And after his deth may map Wwepe and pleyn 
Though in this woꝛlde he haue care and woo 
withoute doute it may ſtonde ſo 

Che aunſueꝛ of thistet \j todeupnes 

But wele J woot iy this woꝛld gret pyne is 
Allas q ſea ſerpent 02 a theif 

That manpa true may hath do myſchief 
Gone at histarge and where him (fiſt may turne 
Vnt j muſt be in prpſoy through ſaturne 
And through him vnhappy and ehe wood 
That hath diſtroped were nygb alle the blode 
Of thebes. with his waſt wafics wide 

And venus ſleeth me in that otheꝛ ſite 

Fo qe louſyt and fere of him arcite 

Now wol {ſtint of palamon alyte 

Andket him in his priſon ſtikce duekfe 

And of Arcite foꝛthj wolde you tekte 

The ſomez paſſed the nyghtes wa xcyloug 


* r 


The hnyhhtet Tale 


Sncreſith he double Wiſe the peynes ſtrong 


Bothe of the loueꝛ and of the pryſone2 
nt Woot who hath the wofutcez myſte 
1*02 ſjoꝛtły to ſap this pala mon 
Perpetuałły is dampned toprpſoy 

n cheynes and in feters to be de de 

and Arcite is eviłi d op his hade 

#02 euirmoꝛe as oute of that countre 
ſoꝛ neuiꝛ moꝛe ſhal he his la dy ſee 

you louers aſhe g now this queſtion 
who hath the worſe of urcite 02 Pala mon 
That one may ſc his ta dy day bp dap 
Vut in pryſoy maſt he ducrce at wep 
Chat othez Where him kyſt map rpde 02 go 
ut ſe bis{adp ſhalle he neu mo 

Job demeth as ye liſt ye that can 

o: | wille telle foꝛth as began 

Way that Arcite to thebes come was 

fut ofte alday he ſwelt and ſapdaſfas 
#02 ſe his fady ſhal he neuiꝛ moo 

And ſyozteky toconccude alle his woo 
Do moche ſoꝛoß ne hath creature 


Chat is oꝛ ſhakbe White the woꝛlde may dure 
His ſlepe his mete his drinke is hun beraft 


That lene he wav and drye as isa ſhaft 
His eyen holobb and riſte to betjo.de 
His he w feta and pale as aſſhey celde 
And fotitarp he was and euizaklone 


Ind wayling af the nyght mahing his mone 


giro if he herd ſong o2 inſtrument 
au wolde he Wepe be mygßht nat ſtent 
ſeble Were his ſpirites and ſo fol 


und chaunged ſo that no man coude hnobb 
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Nis ſpeche ne his boyce thoutth men it herde 
As in his pre foꝛ afce the woꝛlde it ferde 
Nogttjt onty (phe thre louers mafadp 

Ot hereos but rather like to many 

CG n(tendred of humouz malancolike 
Befoꝛn iy his celle fantaſtite 

And ſſoꝛtly turnt d vp ſo doun 

Both habite and diſpoſictouy 

Of him this woful toueꝛ dan Arcite 

what ſhot de of his wo aldapendite 
whan he endured hadde a pere 02 two 
This cruck turment this pepne and Woo 
at Thebes in his countre as q; ſapde 
L>pon a npgtjt in ſet pe as he bim kay de 
Hin thought how that wynged Mercury 
Bifoꝛy hin ſtode and bar de him be me ry 
His ſkepp perdhe baat in honde vp right 
an hat he wered vpoy his Heres bright 
Arꝛayt d was this god as he toke hepe 

as he was whay argus toke his ſhepe 
Aud ſayd him thus to Athenes thou ſhalt wende 
The re is the ſhape of thy Woo ay ende 
And with that woꝛde Arcite aWoke and ſtert 
Now truty how ſoꝛe that me ſmeꝛt 
Quod he to àthenes wil) fare 

Ne foꝛ no drede of deth ſhal h ſpare 

To ſe my lady that loue and ſerue 

In bez preſence reche J nat to ſterue 

And with that woꝛde he caught a myreuz 
And ſal that chaunged was his colouz 
And ſaw his biſage a notheꝛ hynde 
And right a none if ray him in his mynde 
That ſithey his face was ſo diſſigured 
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Df mafadp the whiche he ha dde endured 


He might Wele if that he bare him tow 


Cyue in athenes enirmoze luknow 

And ſe hi1skadp wele nygh dap be dap 

And right anone he chaunge d his ar2ap 
andc>adde him in a poure raboure 

And alone ſaue only a poure ſqupez 
ThathneWh1s pryuite and aue hiscaas 
wh iche was diſguy ſed pourtp as he was 

To athenes is he gone the next way 

And to the courte he went vᷣpon a dap 

And at the gate te profercd tis ſeruie 

To drug and to dra we a what mey wolde deupſe 
And ſhoꝛtly of this mate re foꝛ to ſep 

He fil in office toward a chamberfepy 

The whiche that Was duekeing with Smely 
Foz he was Wiſe and Wefecoude a ſpye 

Of euerp ſeruaunt Whiche that ſerued there 
wele coude he he lw Wode and water Gere 
ſor he was pong and mighty foꝛ the nones 
And therto he was ſtrong and big of bones 
To do that ony Wight him coude deuyſe 

A ye re 02 two he was iy this ſeruice 

Page in the chambre of Emely the bright 
And philoſtrate he ſeyde that he hight 

Dut half ſo wele a koued may as he 

Ne was there none iy courte of his degre 
{He was ſo gentyr of condictouy 

That through alle the courte of his rencun 
They ſayde that it were gretecharyte 
That Theſeus wol de enhaunſe his degre 
End put him in a worthipfulſernne 

There that he mptbt his bertue excerſiſe 
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And thus within a while his name ſprong 

Both of his de des aud of his gode tong 

Chat The ſeus hath take him ſo nere 

Chat of his cha möre he made him a ſquyeꝛ 

And yaue him golde to mayntent his degre 

and ehe mey brought him oute of his countre 

tro yere to yere ful priucty his rent 

But honeſtly and ſlittty ye it ſpent 

That no man wond ee d hob that he it hadde 

And thre yere in this wiſe his lif he ladde 

aud bare him in peaſe and ehe iy Werze 

There was nomah that Cheſeus ha dde der ze 
And in this bliſſe fete y noW arcite 

1+ Ind ſpehe z wille of Pata moy a kite 
4» derhneſſe hoꝛrible and ſtrong pryſoy 

This ſeuyn yere hath ſete this Palamoy 

ot ppnec what foꝛ woo and diſtreſſe 

who fecath double Woo and beupneſſe 

But Pata mon that four diſt reyneth ſoo 

And wode oute of his witte he goth foz woo 

And che therto he is a pryſonez 

Parpetualte and nat onky ſoꝛa pere 

who coude ryme iy engliſſhe propirly 

His martirdome foꝛ ſoth it am nat J 

T herfoze paſſe asłighly as g may 

It fyl in that ſtuynth pere ty may 

The thridde nyght as olde bokes ſapy 

That alle this ſtoꝛy telle moꝛe pla yn 

were it by auenture oꝛ deſtpne 

as that whay a thing is ſhapyy it ſhalbe 

That ſone afteꝛ tte midnyght Patamoy 

By helpe of a frende broke hath his pryſoy 

And fleeth the cyte as ſone as he may tto 
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ſoz he hadde peue his gayleꝛ drinke ſo 

Ofa cfarzep made of a certapne wyne 
with nercotiſes and opye of thebes fyne 
That alle nyght tlougi men wolde him ſhake 
The gapleꝛ ſo ſkepte he mygit nat awake 
And thus he freeth as faſt as lie may 

The nyght was ſhoꝛte and faſt by the day 
Chat nedes coſt he muſt him ſefue hyde 

And to a groue faſt thjere beſide 

with drede ful fote thay ſtalbith palamon 
ſoz ſhoattp this was his opunpoy 

Chat in that groue he wolde him hide alday 
und in the nyght thay wolde he take his wey 
To thebes warde his frendes foꝛ to prey 
On Cheſeus to helpe him to Werzep 

And ſhoztkp eytheꝛ he wolde leſe his kyf 

Oꝛ wynne faire S mely tohis wif 

Chis is the effecte and the entent plapne 
No wol g turne to Arcite ageyy 

Chat kytet᷑ wiſt how nptth was his care 
Tyl that foꝛtune hadde brought him in the ſnare 
The merpfarke meſſanger of day 

Salueth in heꝛ ſont the mozoW gray 

And firy pheGus riſeth bp ſo bright 

Chat alte the oꝛient laughith of that ſittht 
And with the ſtre mes drieth the greues 
The ſilueꝛ droppes hanging on the leues 
And Arcite that iy the courte ryalle 

with theſeus his ſquyeꝛ principalle 

Jo 2pſey andloketh on the me ry day 

And foꝛ to do his ob ſernaunce to may 
Rrme möbring on the popnte of his deſire 

He on his touſeꝛ ſtartſintt as tbe fyre 
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Js ryden to the feldes him to pley 

Pute of the courte were it a my ke oꝛ twep 
and to the groue of whiche that q you tolde 
By auenture his Wep he can to horde 

Co make him a garłond of the greues 
were it of wode bin de oꝛ of tauttjozy (eues 
Andioude he ſong ayenſt the ſonne ſhene 
Map with alle thp floures and thy grene 
welcom be thou freſſhe faire map 

In hope that ij ſom grene get map 

And fro his courſez with a luſty herte 
Into the groue = haſtely he ſte rie 

And in a pathe he tolwmed vp and douy 
The re as by auenture this Pala moi 

Was in a buſſhe that nomay might him ſe 
ſoꝛ ſoꝛe aferde of his deth was he 

No thing hneWhe that this Was Arcite 
God Wote he wolde haue trowedit fulle kite 
But ſoth is ſapd go ſithen many yeres 
That feld hath epey and wode ha th eres 

[jt is futile faire a may to bere him eupy 
Foz alday mey mete at Bnſet ſteupy 
Foꝛliteł went Arcite of his feta we 

That was ſo nygh to herkyn alle his ſaw 
whan that Arcite ha dde rolbmed al his fille 
Pala mon in the buſſhe now ſitteth ſtille 
And Arate ſong alle the roundel (uſte ly 
Into a ſtudie he fel ſodenky 

as doon theſe louers in thet2 quente (teres 
Nod ty the crop and now in the breres 
#loW bp now dowy as boket in a welle 
Right as the fryday ſothey for to tefte 
Now it ſhpneth now it reyneth faſt 
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Right ſo can gueꝛꝛy venus oueꝛ caſt 

The hertes of heꝛ folke right as heꝛ dap 

Js gue ri fut. right ſochaunged ſhe aray 
Selden is the fryday alle the woke kibe 
whay that arcite hadde ſonge he gan to ſite 
and he ſet him doun withoute any moꝛe 
aiſas quod he the dap that J was boze 
f9Wton(t;jJunothroutth thy cruckte 

wiet thou we rien thebes the cyte 

aifas p brouttht is to con fuſion 

The b. ode rpaike of Ca dme and Ampl.ion 
Of Cadmus whiche was the firſt man 
Chat Tbebes bitte oꝛ firſt the touy began 
And of the cpte firſt was crolbned hing 
Of Vis tynatte am fand of his ofſpring 
Dy be rꝛay fpne as of the ſtoke ryalle 

And now gam ſohaptif and ſothrafte 
Chat he that is my moꝛtalle ene my 
ſerue him and am his ſquieꝛ pouerkp 
Und pet doth me juno were moe ſhame 
j'02 dare nat be hnoWe myh oWey name 
But there as Wonte was to higſßt Arcite 
Nobb bitthe J phiCoſtrate nat wozth a mpte 
Aas thou ff mars altas thcu guno 
Thus you tre hath ouꝛ lynage af foꝛdo 
Saue only me and wrechid paka mon 
That Theſeus martreth in prpſoy 

And ouer alte thus to ſle me d tte rty 

Coue hath his fprp daꝛte ſobrennyngly 
t ſtrpheth throngh my true careful herte 
That ſhapen was erſt my deth than mp ſhertt 
pe ſe me with pou eye h Emely 

ye be the cauſe Wherfoze that eye 
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D f afce the remenaunt of mpy other care 
Ne ſette q nat the mountance of a tare 

So that ij coude do auttht to pouꝛ ple ſaunce 
And with that woꝛde he fx (douy in a traunce 
A fontte tyme andafterWai de he Sp ſtert 
his Pala mon that thougijt through his herte 
He felt a colde ſ werde ſodenly gly de 

or irt he quote he nolde notengre abide 
And whah that he tath herd Arcites tale 

As he were Wode with face di de and pale 

Be ſtert him Vp oute of the buſſhe thicke 

And ſeid Arcite falſe traytouz wiche 
Nowart thoubent that toue ſt mp la dy ſoo 
oꝛ Whom that haue this peyne and Woo 
und art mp blode and to mpcounce} l ſwoꝛn 
and z fut ofte haue tol de the here bifozy 

and haſt be iaped here dube Theſeus 

And falſely haſt chaunged thy na me thus 
Wil be de de 02 elles thou ſhalt dye 

Thou ſhalt nat koue my la dy Emely 

But g wilt tout he onły and no moo 

ſo gam Pałamon thy moztat foo 

And though g haue no we pyn in this place 
But oute of pryſon am ſtert byg rate 

drede nat outhe2 thou ſhalt dye 

Oꝛ thou ne ſhalt nat louen Emely 

Che ſe whiche thou wilt. thou ſhatt nat aſterte 
This Arcite with fuffe deſpitous herte 

Whay he him kneW and hadde his tale herde 
as fe rſe as lyon pulled oute his ſuerde 


And ſayde thus by god that ſytte a bone * 
Nez it that thou art ſthe and wode ſozlone 
Andche that thou no weppy haſt ty tijis place | 
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Tfou ſtiofdeſt neuiꝛ oute of this groue pace 
That thou ue ſhuldeſt dye of yy bond 
#02 j de fye thp ſurete and thy bond 
which that thou ſayſt haue made to the 
what berꝛy fole thinke that loue is fre 
Aud q wol loue bez magre al thy might 
But foꝛ aſmoche as thou art a unyght 
and wilneſt to darrapne here bp bataille 
Baue here mp trouth to moꝛoũ q wille nat fayle 
withoute Witting of any othez wittit 
That here q wol be founden as a hnp(tht 
and bringen harneys right pnoW foꝛ the 
andcheſe the beſt andleue the Woꝛſt to me 
and mete and drinhe this nyght wil g bring 
pnol for the and clothes foꝛ thy bedding 
und if ſo be that thou myrady wynne 
And ſte me in this wode that Jam i 
Thou maiſt ele haue thy lady as foꝛ me 
C18 pafamoy aunſuerd g grant it the 
und thus they be departed til amoꝛolb 
bey eithez of the hath leid his feith to boꝛow 
Occupied oute of alle charite 
O regne that woldeſt haue no fekalb with the 
ful ſoth is ſaid that Cone ne (020ſiip 
wil nat his thanhes haue ony fctauſhip 
we finde this of arcite and palamoy 
Arcite is ryden anone into the ton 
and on the moꝛolbe anone oꝛ it Were light 
ſul pryuely twoharncys hath he ditt 
Both ſufficient and mete and to darꝛeycyn 
Che bataytle in the fel de bit iy them twy ue 
and oy his hoꝛ ſe allone as he was $021 

eta ried the harneys hi hifoꝛn 
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And in the groue at tyme and place ſet 
This arcite and this pala mo bee y mette 
Thochaunge gan the colouꝛ in heꝛ face 
Right as the hunters iy regne of trace 

T bat ſtondeth at the gappe Witt) a ſpere 
whan hunted is the lyoun and the bere 
And herith bpm come ruſſhing in the g reues 
And brehith both bolbes and ehe leuys 
and thinketh here cometh my moꝛtal ennemy 
with oute fa ilt he muſt be dede oꝛ 

Foꝛ etheꝛ ij nuſt ſte him atte gappe 

Oꝛ he muſt ſke me if h mys happe 

Do ferden they inchaunging of theiꝛ he w 
1s fez as ony of them otheꝛ hne 

Tbez nas no gode day ne ſaluyng 

But ſtreigght with oute Woꝛdes of reherſintt 
Gucriche of them helpith to arme other 

as ftendky as he Were his oWey bꝛotheꝛ 
Andafter that With ſharpe ſperes ſtrontte 
hey fopneyecte at other wondte long 
Thou mp(thtiſt Wene that this pala moy 
u his fegöting Were a wode lyon 

And as a cruel nigtt was arcite 

4s Wied e boꝛes cah they to giddre ſmyte 
That frotey White as fomt foꝛ ire wode 
Vp tothe ancłe faught they in their blode 
And in this wiſe glette them fyghting duelle 
And foꝛſoth j wil of the ſeus pou tele 

The deſteny myniſtre generalle 

That evecuteth iy the woꝛlde oue2 afſe 
Che purueaunce that god hath ſrey biſoꝛn 


So ſtrange it is that thoutth the worlde hath ſWoꝛn 
The contrary of a thing by pe 92 nap 
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pet ſomtyme it ſhal falle Vpoy a day 
That fallith nat eſt in a thouſand yere 
and certayuly ou appetites here 
Be it of peaſe hate Warre oꝛ loue 
arte is rufed by the ſight a boue 
This mene q nob by myghty Theſeus 
Chat foꝛ to hunte is ſo de ſirous 
und namely at the grete herte in May 
Chat in his bedde there da with him no day 

Chat he nys dadde and re dy foꝛ to ryde 
wich bunte andhoꝛne aud houndes him beſide 
#02 1ybishuntyntthath he ſuche delite 
Chat it is alle his ioye and aife his appetite 
To be hun ſerue the grete heꝛtes bane 
j02 after Mars he ſerued no dpane 
Clere Was the dap as haue torde en this 
und theſeus with alle ioye and bis 
lW1t) his ypolita the faire quene 
and E melp petothed alłe in gre ne 
andhuntyng been they ryden ryally 
And to the groue that ſtode there faſt bp 
4 Whiche thez Was ay herte as meh him tofde 
Dube The ſeus the ſt reight Wep bath holde 
Und to thetande he rideth fukce right 
j'02 thideꝛ Was the hert wont to haue his fligßt 
und oueꝛ a broke and ſo foztt ou his wey 
Che duhe Wol de haue a cours of him oꝛ tbey 
With houn des ſuche as he 11ſt to tocomande 
and whah this duhe Was come to the kande 
Dudre the ſonne he toked and that anon 
He was waa of Arcite and Pala m oy 
Chat foughtey breme as it Were Lotrs to 
The bright ſwerdes went to and fro 
C 1 
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So hidou ſty that with the feſt ſtroke 

He ſemed that it wolde haue felled ay che 
But What they were nothing he ne wote 
This duke with his ſpoꝛes his courſeꝛ ſmote 
Andat a ſtert he was bet wi them two 
And pulled oute his ſue ide and ſayde ho 
No moze on pepne of leſing of pouz hede 
Bp mptthtp ma rs a none he ſhatbe de de 
That ſmyteth any ſtroke that — 4 
But tellith me What myſt ꝛe men yt 

That been ſo hardy to fight here 

withoute any (Jutte 02 ottjez office re 

as though it were ty liſtes ryaliy 

This Pala mon aunſuerdhaſtely 

gud ſapde ſir what nedith woꝛdes moo 
we haue the deth de ſtruſ d bothe two 

T wo woful wreches be we twocaptpues 
Chat beeyencombred of oure oWne fpucs 
und as thou arte a right ful loꝛde and iuge 
Ne yeue vs netheꝛ mercp ne refuge 

But ſle me firſt foꝛ ſeintcharite 


But ſlee mp fera we che aſ wele as me 
Oꝛ ſte him firſt foꝛ though thou know him lite 
He is thy moꝛtalte foo this is arcite 
Chat fro thy lon de was banyſſhed oy his hede 
Foz whiche he hath de ſerued to be dede 0 
for this is he that cam to thy gate 
Aud ſayde that he hight phitoſtrate 0 
Thus he bath iaped the fur many a pere 7 
And thou ha ſt ma de him thy chief ſqupeꝛ ( 
And this is he that koueth Emely = 
foꝛ ſtthnes the dap is come that q ſhalle pe 13 
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That Jam that woful Patamoy 
That bath thy pryſon Grohe wiche ly 
jam thy moꝛtal foo and he am 
Chat foneth ſo hote & metp the bright 
That q wol dye here preſent i/ her ſigit 
Therfoꝛe ja ſhe Teth of my ge ly ſe 
But ſe: my feła b in the ſame Wije 
#02 69th haue we de ſe rund to be ſi iyn 

Bis woꝛthy Duke aun ſue red anone ageyy 
t And ſaid this is a ſhoꝛte concu ſioun 
youꝛ olbh mouth be you con feſſioun 
{51th dampned you and g wie tt rec02de 
ene dith nat to pez ne pou with the corde 
pe #15403 de de by myghty Mars the rede 
Cs Quene anone for verzap womanhede 
Gay to Wepe and ſodid Emely 
And acle the la dye iy that company 
Jrete pyte Was as them thoutt)t atce 
Chat cum ſuche a chaunce ſherde be falle 
for gentyemen they Were and of grete aſtate 
and nothing but forkoue Was this debate 
and ſalb then bkedy Wounde s U de aue 
And acke crpTey both kaſſe and moꝛe 
Hue me rcy loꝛde pon Vs Wome h atce 
and oy their bare knees douy thep falke 
und wol de haue hyſt his feet there as he ſtode 
Cikat thek iſt ſtake d Was his mode 
j'02 ppte renneth ſone in gentyehert 
And though be firſt foꝛ ire quote and ſtert 
He ſ con ſiored ſhoꝛtiy in ackauſe 
Je treſpas of them both and che the cauſe 
And al though that his ire their gilt accuſi d 
pet in his rea ſon he them bothe evcuſed 
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as thus be thought that euery man 

wol helpe him ſekue in loue as he can 

And deliueꝛ him ſetue oute of pryſon 

and ehe iy his hert he ha dde compaſſion 

Of women foꝛ they Were eueꝛ in one 

And iy his gentyl hert he thought anoon 
und ſoft vnto him ſetue he ſay d fy 

Vpoy a ford that wyl haue uomercy 

But Be a lyoun both in woꝛd and de de 

Co them that been ty repentaunce and drede 
ds wele as a proude diſpitous man 

@ bat yl mayntene that he firſt began 
Chat coꝛd hath lytek of diſcrecion 

That in ſuche a caas can no diuiſion 

But weyeth pryde and humble neſſe afte z one 
And ſhoꝛtly whay his ire is thus a gone 

He gan to tobe oy them with even bfake and dgly 
And ſpahe theſe woꝛdes al on hye 

The god of loue a benedicite 

Hob myghty and how grete a loꝛd is he 
yenſt his might theꝛ gapneth noy obſtak pt 
He map be cle ped a god foꝛ his myracle 

For he cay mahe at his oWy guyſe 

Of euery herte as him liſt deupſe 

Co here this Arcite and this pala mon 

That queyntly cam oute of mp priſon 

And myght haue lyued iy Thebes ryally 
And hnobbey that fam their mortal enemp 
And that theiꝛ deth lieth in mp myght alſo 
And yet hath loue manttre their epy two 
Brought them hitheꝛ both foꝛ to dye 

Now lob eth is nat this ay high folye 

who map be a foole hut if that he fone 
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Beholde foꝛ goddes ſake that ſitteth a boue 
Heholb they blede be they nat wele arzaped 
Chu hath theiꝛtoꝛd the god of loue them payd 
Theiꝛ wages and their fees of theiz ſeruice 
and yet they wene foꝛ to be ful Wiſe 

That ſerue koue foꝛ au{ft that may falle 

But this is pet the Beſt game of alle 

Chat ſhe foꝛ whom they aue this olite 

Can them the rfoꝛe a ſmoche thanke as me 

She wote nomoꝛe of alle this hote fare 

By god than wote a cuchoW oꝛ ay hare 

But al muſt be aſſayd hote oꝛ col de 

A may muſt be a foole pontt 02 ol de 

bote it by mp ſekue fulkong agoon 

Fßoꝛ in my tpme a ſeruauut was one 

und therfoꝛe ſithnes JhneW of (ours peyne 
and wote how ſoꝛe it can a man diſt ren 

As he that {#2 be cauttft in this faas 

you foꝛytue alle holy this treſpas 

and atte requeſt of the quene that hnekith here 
And ehe of Emely mp ſuſtre dere 

And pe ſhal both anone vnto me ſwere 

Chat neuiz mo ye ſhal my countre dere 

Ne mahe ware on me nptt6t ne day 

Hut be my frendes in alte that ye may 

yon jorpene this tre ſpas enerydele 

{410 they hin ſware his aſhing faire and wele 
and hun of loꝛdſhip and mercp praped 

and he thein graunted and thus he ſapd 

O ſpehe of woꝛthylynage and richeſſe 
Though that ſhe Were a quene oꝛ a princeſſe 
Se of you both is Wortlhp doutcleſſe 

£0 wedde Whay tpme is. but nenirtheteſſe 

e in 


1 


The hnygites Tale 


he as foꝛ my ſuſtre Emely 
— ye — this ſtryf and this gelouſp 
pe wote pouz ſelf ye may nat wedde two 
At oues. thougth that pe fight euir mo 
That one of pou al be him kotſ oꝛ lief 
He mot go pppe in an Juy keef 
Ch is is to ſep ſhe map nat haue botſj 
Al be ye neun ſo gelous and ſo lothe 
And fo: thy g you put iy this degre 
That cche of you ſijal haue his deſtene 
as him is ſhappy andherhpy iy what Wiſe 
Co here your ende of that (4 ſhal deupſe 
My bykis this foꝛ pfat concłuſioun 
Withonte any moe repficaciouy 
pf that you lyheth take it foꝛ the beſt 
Chat cueriche of pou ſhalle go where him lyſt 
Frely withoute raunſoy 02 daungere 
und this dap fyfty wekes feꝛ ne nere 
Sueriche of pou ſhal bring ay hundreth knytt{tes 
Ar med foꝛ lyſtes vp at al rightes 
t re dy to darteyne here by batayle 
And this behote you with oute fapfe 
Vpon mp trouthe and as q am true knight 
That whether of you both hath that myght 
That is to ſep whether he 02 thou 
May with his hundreth as J ſpate of now 
Ile his contrary 02 outt of tpſtes dryue 
Him ſbat j yeue Emely to wyue 
To whom that foꝛ tune yeueth ſo faire a grace 
The lyſtes ſhal j make oy this place 
And god ſo wiſry oy mp ſoule re we 
As ſhateuyne inge be and true 
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ye ſoal none otheꝛ ende with me make 
Chat one of pou ne ſhalbe dede 02 take 
Andif ye thinke this is wele ſayd 

Sa yeth yout auyſe and hold pou paide 

This is pour end and pou concłuſioun 

who lohitß now CigTtty but Palamon 

who ſpryntteth Hp for top But Arcite 

who coude tel 02 who coude endite 

The ioy that made is in this place 

when The ſeus hadde do ſo fayre a grace 

But doun a knees went euerp Wight 

and thanhed him With af theire myght 

And namely the Thebans oft ſithe 

And thus with gode hope and herte blyth 

They take theiꝛ keue and homward they rpde 

To thebes with his olde walles wyde 

tro men wolde it deme nettfettence 

pf | foꝛyete to tele the diſpence 

Of Theſeus that goth ſo be ſily 

To mahe bp the kyſtes ryally 

Tat ſuche a noble theatre as it was 

daz Wefe ſap in this Woꝛlde there nas 

The circuyte a myle therof was aboute 

walled with ſtone and diche d roun de aboute 

Baunde was the ſhappe in manez of acompas 

ub of e(trees the hight of ſivty paas 

at Whay a may Was ſette in one dettre 

He letted nat his fela w for to ſee 

Iſtward there was a gate of marbyk white . 

lveſt warde ſuche ay notheꝛ ty thoppoſite 

and ſhoꝛtſy to conaude ſuche a place 

Was none ty erth of ſolytel ſpace 

ſoꝛ in the Conde ther was nocraftes man 
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That geometry 02 arſmetrph can 

Ne poztreture ne harua : of pmages 

That The ſeus ne yaf mete and wages 
The theatre foꝛ to make and deupſe 

And foꝛ to dohis ryte and his ſacrifice 

Be E ſt warde ha th Sp on the gate aboue 

n woꝛſhip of Venus goddeſſe of koue 

Do mate ay autre anday Dratorp 

Aud oy the Weſt warde in memozp 

Of mars. hath he made ſuche ay othez * 
Chat coſt large of gold a fotheꝛ 

And noꝛth ward ih a toure of the Waſte 

Of Wtpte afabaſtre and rede coꝛal 

d oꝛatoꝛy riche for to ſte 

n woꝛ ſhip of dyane godde ſſe of chaſtite 
Hath The ſeus do wrougßht iy noble wiſe 
But yet hadde g foꝛgete foꝛ to deuyſe 

Che noble haruyng and the poztretures 
The ſhap the countenaunce and the figures 
That weren in the ozatours thre 

firſt iy the tempke of venus thou mayſk ſe 
Wroutttht in the walle ful pptouſty to beholde 
The brohey ſlepis and the ſiſthes colde 
Che ſecrete terys and the wepmentyng 
Che fyrp ſt rohes and the deſiring 
Thattoues folhes in this Wozkde enduryn 
The othes that theiz coue nauntes aſſurpy 
Pleſaunce hope deſire and fool hardpneſſe 
Beaute and youthe baudry and richeſſe 
Charmes and ſocery leſynges and ſfattrp 
Dyſpenſe Geſpneſſe andGefouſp | 


That wered of pefoW gooldes a garſond 
And a cuchoW ſitting oy ez hond 
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ſecſtes1nſkrumentes carolles and daunſes 
Cuſt and arꝛaye and ehe the circumſtaunces 
© f foue, whiche that g rehpy and tel ſhalle 
De oꝛdre Were peynted on the walke 

And mo thay j cay make mention 

ſo2 ſothly alte the mounte of C iche ron 
That beuus hath hez princtpatte duelling 
was ſtewcdoy the wal hez poꝛtryng 

with al the top and alle the luſtyncs 

Hat was fozpetey the pozters pd: Cneſſe 

Ne Narciſus the fapre poze agoon 

Ne pet the foly of hing Sala mon 

Che enchauntment of ndea and hardyneſſe 
Of Ja ſoy j wil nat now evpreſſe 

Ne yet the ſtrenght of hercutes 
Chenchauntment of medea and Tirces 

Ne of turnus wich his hard fpers cozatte 
The riche Creſuscaptyf in ſtruaſte 

Chus map pe ſe that wiſdome ne richeſſe 
Beaute ſteygit ſtrenght ne hardyneſſe 

Ne map With venus horde champartie 

Foꝛ as ſije lyſt the woꝛl de ſhe map gye 

Do alte theſe folhe caught Were iy heꝛ kaas 
Ty they foꝛ Wo ful oft ſayd allas 
Huffiſett theſe enſamples one 02 two 

And though J coude reh yn a thouſand mo 
The ſtatne of venus gloꝛious for to ſe 

was naked f(etpntt iy the karge ſee 

{nd fro the nauyl doun af couerd ſte was 
with waWes grene and Bright as any (tas 
A cytole in heꝛ right hand hadde ſhe 

And oy her hede ful ſemely on to ſe 

{ roſe ttaifond freſſße and Wile finc{cintt 


Tic bnx gh tes te le 


A Bone heꝛ hede dounes afſoftpherintt 

B ifoꝛu he ſtode heꝛ ſonnecupydo 

Ppoy his ſFukters wynges hadde he two 

And blynde he was as it is ofte ſeen 

a bow he Baaz and arowes bright and kene 
why ſholde J nat eke telle you alle 

The poꝛtryng that was Bpoy the wal le 
withiy the teimpkle of mpttfty mars the rede 
Aacce was peynted the walles in lenght and brede 
Eyhe to the Eſtris of the ttrpſip place 

That higßt the grete temple of mars in trace 
in that colde noꝛthern froſty regioui 

C here as Mars ſatſ his ſouerayne man ſioun 
Fprſt on the walle was peyn ted a foꝛeſt 

h whiche theꝛ duelkith neytheꝛ may ne beſt 
with hnotty and hnerry Garapy trees olde 
Of ſtubbes ſharpe and hidous to beholde 

4 Whiche ray as a rumbxk in a fnoW 

as though it a ſtoꝛme were ſjolo breſt eue ry bo 
And doun ward on ahhyl öndre abent 

There ſtode the te mpke of marce armppotent 
wrought of alle Burnyd ſtele the which the entre 
was long and ſtreyght and gaſtſy for to ſe 
And the route cam a ratte and ſuche a beyſe 
That it made alle the ga tes foꝛto reyſe 

The noꝛthron light at the doze ſhone 

Foz WpndoW oy the waffe was theꝛ none 

Th rough which men mptthe any light diſcerne 
The doꝛes Wez al of atfemaundesetery 
yllenchyd ouerth wart andendfontt 

with iron told foꝛ to make it ſtrontt 

ue ry ppſe2 the tempie fo: to ſuſteyn 

was tonne grete of proy brpttht and ſſenc 
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There ſaW i firſt the derbe pmage nyng 

Of felony and alle the compaſſintt 

The cruelł ire rede as any (ffede 

The pyk purs and ehe the pale dre de 

The ſmyleꝛ with the hnpf vndre the coke 
The ſhepey brennyng with the babe ſmoke 
The treſon of the murdring in the be dde 
The open wer ꝛys with woundes alle bledde 
Contahe with blody knpf and ſharpe manace 
and ful of chirlyng was that ſoꝛy place 

The ſteez of him ſekue pet ſalv g there 

His herte blode hath Gated al his chere 

The nayle y drpue in the ſyode ay hittht 

The colde deth with mouth gapyng vp right 
ampddefof the tempte ſat myſchaunce 

with diſcomfozte and ſorp contenaunce 

pet ſaw ig wodeneſſe laughing iy his rage 
Armed compſepnt. othes and fpers coꝛage 
The carayne in the buſſhe with throte y coꝛue 
a thouſand ſrayy. and nat of quatme p ſtozue 
The tiraunt with the prape bp fozce p raft 
Che touy diſtroped theꝛ was no thing kaft 

pet ſaW{brent the ſhippes hoppſteris 

The hunter ſtrangled with the wilde berys 
Che ſol freting the childe in the cradyt 

Che cooke y ſcalded for alle his long ta dyl 

Nat foꝛgettyn was the infoꝛtune of marte 
Che carteꝛ ouer ryden with his oWn carte 
Vndre the wheke ful lowe he lay a dolby 
There were alſo of martes deuyſioun 

The barbouꝛ the bouche: and the ſmyth 

That foꝛgedò ſharpe ſwerdes in the ſtith 

and aba bone depaz nted in a toure 
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Sa we Jconqueſt ſittpn(t in grete honouz 
with the ſha rp ſwerd oueꝛ his he de \ 
Hanging by a ſubtck twpned threde 
Dereynted was there the ſctautttitez of Julius | 
Df ttrete Nero and of Anthonius 
Af be it that thiche tyme they were vnboꝛn 
yet was theiz detß paynte d thez bifoꝛn 
Dp ma nyſſhing of Marce right by figure 
do was it ſhewed right by poꝛtreture 
as it is depaynted in the ſterꝛes aboue 
who ſqalbe ſta py 02 elles dede foꝛ loue 
Suffiſeth one enſample in ſtozpes elde 
45 map nat rehpy them afſe though ) wold 
Che ſtatue of Mars bpoy a carte ſtode 
Armed and kokedgrym as he were wode 
And oueꝛ his he de ther ſhynen two ſigures 
Of ſterꝛes that been called in ſcriptures 
Chat one puclfa hight that othez Rubeus 
This godof armes was araped thus 
a wolf theꝛ ſtode bifozy him at his feet | 
with eyen rede and of a may he ete | 
with ſubtel pen ſil was papnted this ſloꝛy 8 
y rie doubtyng of Mars and of his gloꝛy ö 
Nob to the temple of dyane the chaſte } 
as ſhoꝛtly as qcay i wil me haſt ( 
N 
U 
U 


To telle pou alle the Tiſcripcion 

Depeynted been the warles pp and toy 

Of huntyng andof ſha me faſt chaſtite 

T ber ſaw g how woful Taliſtope 

whan dya ne greuyd was with bez n 
was turned froa Womay toa Gere T 
And afte2 was ſhe made the Cote ſterze lÞ 
Thus was it peynted Jcay ſap no ferꝛe * 
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ez ſonne is eke a ſterꝛe as men may ſe 
The ſab dane turned ontyl a tre 

mene nat the goddeſſe dyane 

But peneus doutthtez which that hight dane 
There ſaW\j atheon ay hert y mahed 

foꝛ Ven(teaunce that he ſaw dyane al naked 
ſab hob that houndes haue him caught 
and fretpy hun foz they kneW him naught 
pet y peynted was a lite furthermoꝛe 

HoW athakante hunted the wylde boze 

and meliageꝛ and many otljez mo 

02 which dyane wrougijt him ca re and Woo 
There ſaw j many a nothez wondre ſtoꝛy 
Che Whiche me liſt nat dra lb in me mory 
This goddeſſe on an hert high is ſete 

with ſmale houn des al aboute her fete 

and Vnderneth heꝛ feet ſhe had a mone 

we xyng it was and ſhold wane ſone 

n ga woͤy grene her ſtatue dlothe d was 

with bow in hond and arobbes in a caas 

{3e2 eyen caſt ſte fur lolb a doun 

Chere płutohath his derbe regioun 

I woman traucfintt was her bifc 21 

But foꝛ herchilde was ſo long VnBozy 

ful pytouſly lucyna gan ſhe cafce 

and ſayd heip foꝛ thou mayſt beſt of alle 
wele conde he peynte lyucly that it wrought 
with many a ffozepy he his Hewes bought 


O w been theſe lyſtes made and Cheſeus 


n That at his grete coſt hath arapid thus 
The temples and the theatre cuerydel 

hay it was doon it lyhed him wondre webe 
ut ſtynt Joycof Theſeus aute 
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And ſpehe of Pala mon aud Arcite 

The day approcheth of theire retornpn(f 
That cue riche ſhold ay hundreth hnyghtes bring 
Che batayle to darꝛeyn as i pou tolde 

And to àthenes theire couenaunt foꝛ toholde 
Batt) eue rich of them brought ay hundreth knyghtes 
wele y armed foz2 the ware at al rightes 
and ſphteriy there trolbe d many a may 
That neui ſitt) the woꝛlde began 

as fo: to ſpi he of hnyghthode of the iꝛ hond 
as fer as god hat made ſee and lond 

Nas of ſo fe w ſo nobfe a company 

Vo cuery wigut that koui dcheuatip 

And wo. de his thankes haue a pa ſſing na me 
Hath prapid that he night be of that ga me 
dud wel was hin that therto choſen was 
ot if theꝛ fyt to moꝛob ſuche a caas 

pe hnow wek that every tuſtp hnyght 

« bhatioueth paranioues anotath his myght 
were it iy englond oz eftes Whez 

They Wolde the in thankcs Willen to be thez 
C 0 fight foꝛ a lady a bene dicite 

It we re a luſty ſight foꝛ to ſe 

And right ſo faireth they with Pala mon 
with him thez went hnyghtes ma ny oo 
Som Woid be arme d in habergeon 

Som in breſt pkate and in light gippon 

Ant ſom wor hauea pe12 of ptates karge 

And ſom wolde haue a pryce ſheld and targe 
Som wold be armed on his legges welke 

And haue ay av and ſom a mace of ſtete 

Theꝛ is no new guyſe but it was holde 
Armed were they as haue tol de 
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Eueriche afte2 his oWn opunpoy 
Che re mapſt thou ſe comyng with Pala mon 
igurge him ſelue the gre te byng of trace 
Dlahe was his berde and manly Was his face 
The circfes of his epey in his hede 
They glolbden bet wi x pi foW and rede 
8 andfphe a gryffyn Coed he aboute 
with hempte heres ty his Growes ſtoute 
His lymes grete his braWnes herde and ſtrong 
Bis ſhuldres brode his armes rounde ant long 
And as the guy ſe was in his countre 
Fukce high vpoy a cha re of golde ſt ode he 
with fouꝛ white botes in the traps 
y ſtede of cote arniure oueꝛ hiistjarneps 
with nayles pefoW and bright as any gelde 
he hadde a bere ſhpnne cool bf he ſoꝛ oide 
His kong Heres Were kempt behinde his bake 
s any rauen fethez it ſtione foꝛ brake 
A wrethe of golde arme grete of huge Wer gt 
Vpon his hi de ſat ful of ſtones bright 
Of fpy rubpes andof fpy diamauntes 
Aboute his chare ther went alauntes 
Cbentꝝy and moo as grete as any ſtee2 
To hunte atte fpouy oꝛ elles at the dee2 
And fokoWed him with moſel faſt p bounde 
Colers of golde and toꝛettes fyled rounde 
dy hundreth koꝛdes he hadde iy his roWte 
Armed wel with hertes ſterne and ſtoute 
ythe Arcite as meh ty ſtoꝛy fynde 
w Che ſtrong met rius the hing of ynd 
Vpon a bap ſtede 1 trapped aker in ſt cke 
Armed with; a cloth of geld y dia pred wele 
Cam riding lyhe god of armes marce 
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Bis cloth armure was of cloth of tarce 
Couched Witt perfes white rounde and grete 
Nis ſadyl was of brent golde new y bete 

A mantefet on his ſhulders hanging 

Bret ful of rubyes bright as fyre ſparkling 
Nis bright criſpe here {phe rynges Were ronne 
And that was pefow and glitered as the ſonne 
Nis noſe Was high his eyen bright cytrine 
His lippes rounde his colouꝛ was ſang wyne 
d few frahles inhis face Were ſprent 

Bet wix pefow and ſom dele bake y meynt 
And as a kyouuſe łohed aboute faſte 

Of vyß yere of age hhim caſt 

His berde was wele begon ne foꝛ to ſpring 
His Vopce was as a trompe thondring 

V poy his he de he we red of faure2 grene 

a garlond fre ſſhe and luſt y foꝛ to ſene 

Vpoy his honde be baaz foz his de dwyte 

An ele ta me as anykyly White 

An hundreth hnyghtes hadd he with him there 
at armed ſaue theire he des in alle theire gere 
were riche ly arrayed in al mane2 thinges 
Truſtith wele af erles dukes and hinges 

we re gadred ih this noble company 

foꝛ loue andencrece of cheuakryr 

Aboute this hing there ronnen on eue ry parte 
wele many a ta me liouyandlibart 

And 1y this wiſe the loꝛdes alle and ſon 

Been on the ſonc ay to the cite com 

Aboute pꝛy me and in the tolbn a light 

This Theſeus this duke this woꝛthy bnpttht 
when he ha dde brought them into his cite 
And yuncd them cuctiche at hisdegre 
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Be feſtith them and doth ſo grete fabou: 
To eaſe them and to do them alle honoure 
That men wenen that no mannes Witte 
Of none aſtate ne coude amende it 
The mpnſtrakcy the ſeruice at the feſte 
The grete giftes to the mooſt and the leſte 
The riche a rraye of Theſeus paleys 
Ne who ſat firſt ne faſt vpoy the de ſe 
©: what ladies fapreſt been oꝛ beſt daunſyng 
Oꝛ which of them can beſt daunce oꝛ ſyng 
Ne Who mooſt felyngly ſpeteth of loue 
what ha whes ſpt on the pirches aboue 
what houndesfpey in the flooꝛ doun 
Of at this make j no mencion 
Hut of tlie ffecte that tbhynketh me beſt 
Now comyth the poynte and herhzyy if pe (yt 
He ſonday at nytt6t oꝛ dap began to ſprint 
t  Whaypafamoy herd the tarhe ſyng 
ac though it were nat dap by oures two 
yet ſong the larke andpaſamoy right tho 
with holy herte and with an bigh coꝛage 
45 rpſey to wende on his pilgramage 
Vnto the bliſfut Sotherea benpttne 
mene benus honourable and digne 
And in heꝛ houre he wafted foꝛth apace 
Vnto thelyſtes there tjez tempte was 
And doun he knelith and with humble chere 
And with hert ſoꝛe he ſapde as ye ſhal here 
ſapreſt o fapre ołady myn Lenus 
Doughteꝛ to gouis and ſpouſe tobfcannug 
That gladdeſt al the mount of Sithe reo 
ſeoꝛ that fone that thou haddeſt to Adon 
Haue pytee oy imp bpttre teres ſmert 
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And take my humbly prayeꝛ to thy hert 
Allas I haue nokangage foꝛ to telle 

The effecte ne the turment of myn helle 
Mynhert map nat myy harmes bewrey 
Jam ſo ſoꝛoufut that can nat ſep 

But me rcy lady bright that knolbeſt wele 
My thought and ſeeſt the harmes that h fele 
Con ſidre this and reWe Vpoy mp ſoze 

as wyſty as ſhat᷑ foꝛ euirmoꝛe 

mfoꝛth mp mp(tht thy true ſeruaunt to be 
And holde warze kady atWep wa th chaſtite 
That q mahe mpy auobbe ſo pe me help 

he pe nat of armes ſoꝛ to pipe 

Ne gaſhe nat to moꝛob foꝛto haue the Hictozp 
Ne renouy ty this caas ne vepngloꝛy 

Of pryſe of armes to biolb vp and doun 
But z welde fully haue poſſioun 

Of Emely and dye iy heꝛ ſeruice 

ſfynde thou the manere how and what wyſe 
Jretche nat but it map bettre Ge 

To haue victoꝛy of them oꝛ they of me 

So that haue my lady iy mpy armes 
Feoꝛ though ſo be that mars be god of armes 
your vertue is ſo grete in heuyy aboue 
That if thou lyſt q ſhalte haue my koue 
Thy tempłe wol J woꝛ ſhip euirmo 

And on an autre Where g ryde oz goo 

wol do ſacrifice and fyres bete 

And if pe wyl nat ſo my lady ſwete 

Than pray i the to moꝛobb with a ſpere 
That Arcite me though the herte Gere 

T bay recke q nat whan Jhaue koſt my (pf 
Though that Arcyte wedde Hez to wif 
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Tis is theffect and ende of mp prayer 

yeue me mp loue mp bliſſed lady dere 

whay that the oꝛyſon was done of pal amon 

Bis ſacrifice he did and that anone 

ful pitouſty with alle circumſtaunces 

ar telle q nat noW his obſeruaunces 

And alle the ſtatue of venns ſhohe 

and made a ſigne wherby that he toke 

That his prapez accepted was that dap 

ſoz though the figure ſhe wwed delay 

pet Wiſt he wele that graunted was his bone 

and with gfadde herte he went him home ſone 

The thridde oure equat᷑ that pała mon 

Began to Venus temple foꝛ to goon 

p roſe the ſonne and pp roſe Emely 
And to the temple of dyane gan hye 

Hez mapdens that ſte with heꝛ thideꝛ cad 

ful redely with them the fyre they had 

Chencence the clothes and the remenaunt allt 

That to ttje ſacrifice longen ſhalle 

The hoꝛnes fuk of methe as was the guyſe 

There fached nautttt to doon heꝛ ſacriſice 

Smoking the temple ful of clothes fapre 

This & mekp with hert debonapz 

Heꝛ body weſſhe with wateꝛ iy a welle 

But how ſte did there ) daz nat telle 

But it be any thing in gent ralle 

And yet it were a game foꝛ to here alle 

To him that menyth wele it were nocharge 

But it is gode a man be at his large 

Hez bright here was hempt and öntreſſed ate 

und a crowne of grene ohe ſery alle 

V poy heꝛ hede Was ſet ful fayꝛe and mete 

Lu 
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T Wo fpres on the autre can ſtje bete 

And did heꝛ thinges as mey map beholde 

n ſtate of Thebes and in bokes of de 

whan hyndted was the fpre with pytous chere 
Vnto dyane ſte ſpahe as pe may he re 

O chaſt goddeſſe of the Wode grene 

Co wtjon Both teupy and ertij and ſee is ſene 
Que ne of the regne of pluto derke and lolb 
Goddeſſe of maydens that my he rt haſt know 
ful many a pere and woteſt What (jdeſpre 
as hepe me fro the ventteaunce and thyn ire 
That àtheon a bought truly 

Thaſt godde ſſe wele woteſt thou that ( 
Deſire tobe a maydeh alle myiyf 

Ne neut2 wol g Ge loue ne Wpf 

am thou Woteſt yet of thy company 

4 mapdey, andfoue huntyng and venozp 
Aud foꝛ to walhen in the wodes Wilde 

und nat to be a wif and be with childe 
Haught wil Jhna w eompany of man 

No bb help me kady ſithnes thou mayſt and can 
J-02 the thie four mes that thou haſt in the 
und pala moi that hath ſuche loue to me 

And che Arcate that loueth me ſo ſoꝛe 

This grace pray the withouten moꝛe 

as ſendfoue and peaſe bit wix them two 

And fro me turne a bey their hertes ſo 

That ak therz hotefoue and ale thet2 deſire 
And af theiꝛ beſp turment and af theiꝛ fpre 
De queynte 02 turned in a notheꝛ place 

And if ſo be thou wil do me no grace 

Oꝛ if mp deſteny be ſhapey ſoo 

Chat j ſhat nedes haue one of ther two 
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as ſend me him that mooſt deſireth me 
Beholoe goddeſſe of clene chaſtite 

The 6pttre teres that on my chekes falle 

Sith nes thou art a mayde and hepaꝛ of Bs alle 
hy mayde nhe de thou kepe and wele con ſerue 
And whiles yne a mapdey wol {} the ſerue 
The fyres brenne pon the auters (fere 

whil Emely was thus in bez prape 

But ſodenly ſhs ſa w a light queynt 

ſo: right anone oon of ttje fpres queynt 
andquicked a yen and affez that anone 

That otheꝛ fyre was queynt and alle atone 
And as it queynt it made à Whiſtin(k 

as doon theſe wete brondes in their vrennyng 
And at the brondes ende out ray anone 

as it were droppes blody ma ny one 

ſoz hy ſte ſo ſore agaſt was Emely 

Than ſhe was al Rooſt mad and gan tocrp 
ſoz ſtje ne wiſt what it ſignified 

But only for fere thus hatij ſhe cryed 

Aud wept that it was pyte tohere 

and therwithalle dyane gan appe re 

with bow ty honde right as ay huntreſſe 

and ſayd donttttex ſtynt thyn heuyneſſe 
Among the godder an high it is a ffermed 

And by etery woꝛde writen and con fermed 
Thou ſtjakt be wedded Bntyk one of them two 
Chat haue for the ſo moche care and wo 

But on to whiche of them may j nat telle 
fare wele foꝛ J may nolengeꝛ duelle 

The fyres wh iche on myn autre brenne 

Ohal the declare oz that thou go henne 

Thyn auenture of loue as in this caas 
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.und With that woꝛde the arowes in the caas 


— 
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x-. Of the godde ſſe claterpntt faſt and ryng 
re fete 4D nd foꝛth ſhe went and made a vanyſſhing 

Foꝛ whiche this Emely aſtonyed was 
And ſayd what a mounteth this altas 
put me ondre thy protectiouy 
D yane and in thy diſpoſictouy 
undhome ſhe (oth anone the next wey 
This is the ffecte the ꝛ is no moꝛe to ſep 
zn the next houre of mars aftez this 

Rcite Vnto the temple walhed is 

a Of fpers mars to do his ſacrifice 
with alle the rightes of his papnem Wiſe 
with pptous hert and high de uociouy 
Right thus to Mars he ſayde his oꝛyſon 
O ſtrontt god that in the ri nes col de 
Of trace honoured art and roꝛde p hold 
und haſt in tue ry regne and eueꝛy lond 
Of armes al the brydel iy thy hond 
and them foztuneſt as the liſt beſt deuyſe 
Accept of me mp pytous ſacrifice 
If ſo be that my thought may de ſerue 
and tqat mp myght be Wozthp to ſerue 
Thy godhe de that q may be one of thyn 
Tbay pray the re lb on my ppne 
Foꝛ that peyn and that hote fyre 
y wh iche thou brenneſt whilom foꝛ deſire 
Whay that thou vᷣſedyſt the Geaute 
Of fayre pontt freſſhe be nus fre 
And haddeſt hez in thy armes at thy wil 
And though the ones a ty me myſfyl 
whan bfcanus had caught the iy biscaas 
And fond the ligging by his Wif allas 
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o2 thilhe ſo20W that was ty thyn hert 
Baue routhe a ſwele pon mp peynes ſmert 
am pontt and lnhonnpng as thou woteſt 
And as trow with foue offended mooſt 
Than enez was any lyuts creature 

ſf02 ſhe that doth me alle this wo endure 
Ne recheth neuez whetheꝛ J ſpnke 02 flete 
Und wele h wote oz ſtie me mercy hete 

muſt with ſtrengith wyn ne hier in the place 
And wele |j wote witſſoute help and grace 
Of the may nat my ſtrenght a bayle 

Than help me fozd to moꝛow ty mp batayf 
ſo2 that fpre that whylom brent the 

as bele as that fyre now brenneth me 

And do that g to moꝛow haue the Bictozp 
My the trauapk and thyn be the gloꝛy 

Thy ſouerapy temple wil J mooſt honourey 
Of any place allwey and mooſt lauboren 

n thy pleſaunce and in thy craftes ſtrong 
And ty thy tempke g wille my bane hong 
And alte the armes of my company 

And euirmoꝛe Into the dap g dye 

Stern fpre g wol bifoze the fpnde 

and che to this auolve g wil me bynde 

My berd mp he re that fangith long a doun 
That neui yet felt offen ſioun 

Of ra ſouꝛ ne of ſtere ij wille the pene 

und be thy true ſeruaunt whiles eyue 
Nobb loꝛd haue routhe pon mp ſoꝛowes ſoꝛe 
peue me the bictozp Ja ſne no moꝛe 

Cue prayeꝛ ſtynt of Arcite the ſtrong 
The rynges that on the temple doꝛe hong 
und eke the doꝛes tlatered ſo faſt 
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Of whiche arcite ſom what him agaſt 
Che fyres Grent vᷣpon the autersRcight 
That it gan al the temple foꝛ to ligt 
a ſwete ſmef anone the grounde bp paf 
And arcite anonehis{ondbp gaf 
And moze encence in to the fpre caſt 
with otheꝛ rytes mo and at the faſt 
The ſtatue of mars began his haubrehe ryng 
und with that ſounde he herd a murmuryng 
y ul foW and dym and ſapd thus, dictoꝛy 
5 oꝛ wi iche he paue to Mars honouꝛ and gloꝛy 
4nd thus with ioy and vope Wele to fare 
Arcite anone tohis pnne is faze 
us fapy as foutt is of the brigljt ſonne 
und rigut anone ſuche ſt rpf is theꝛ bettoy 
ſ*02 that grauntyng by hevyn aBoue 
Bet wi venus godoe ſſe of loue 
und mars the ſterne god armepotent 
That iupiteꝛ was be ſy it to ſtynt 
CTyl that the pale ſaturnus the colde 
That hne w ſo many of auenturcs olde 
Fond in his ot de experience and arte 
Chat he ful ſone hath pteaſed eue ry parte 
as ſoth is ſayd elde hath grete auauntage 
zy elde is both wiſdome and pſage 
Men map the olde oute renne but nat oute rede 
Saturne anone to ſtynt ſtryf and drede 
Al be it that it is apenſt his hynde 
Of at thioſt riue he can remedies fynde 
My dere doughteꝛ venus quod Saturne 

p cours that hath ſo wyde foz to turne 

a th moꝛe polbbeꝛ thay Wote any man 
Myy is tl, dienchy rg of the ſee ſo wan 
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Mp» is the pryſon in the derke cote 

yy is the ſtrangeling and hanging by the th rote 

The murmuze and the choꝛles rebelling 

The groynyng and the pryue enpoyſonyng 

do bengeaunte and ptapy coꝛrectioun 

whites J duelle ty the ſigne of the lyoun 

Myn is the rupne of the bigij halkes 

Che falling of the toures and the walles 

Vpon the mynouz oꝛ the carpentere 

ſeougij Sa mpſon ſhaking the pplcz 

and myn been the mala dyes colde 

The derhe trea ſon and the caſtes olde 

My loking is the fadre of peſt ilence 

Nobb wepe nomoꝛe g ſhar doo dicittence 

That palamon that is thyy oWn hnygiit 

Shal haue his tadp as thou him behight 

und ars ſhal kepe his hnyght pet neuirthelco 

Bet ix you theꝛ muſt be ſomty ue pea ſe 

Al be pe nat of one complex ioui 

That cauſeth alday ſuche deupſioun 

Jam thyn at redp at thy wille 

wepe nomoꝛe g Wil thy kuſt fulfylle 

Nob wit i ſtpnt of the goddes aboue 

Of Mars and benus goddeſſe of koue 

And telle pou at playnly as can 

The grete effecte foꝛ Whiche (j began 

ft Rete was the feſt in attjencs that day 
And che the kuſty ſeaſon of that map 

Made euerp wight to be in ſuche pleſaunce 

Chat alle that monday iuſt they and daunce 

And ſpendey it in venus high ſerupſe 

And bicauſe that they ſhuldey aryſe 

ly foꝛ to ſe that grete ſight 
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Vnto theire reſt went they at np(fie 
And on the mozoW an day gan ſpring 

Of hoꝛſe and noyſe harneys and clateryng 
Thez was in ſoſtetryes alte a boute 

And to tſje pateps rode tijeꝛ inanp a route 
And koꝛdes vᷣpon ſtedes and pal freyps 
There mayſt thou ſe a deuyſyng of harneps 
So Vncouthe and ſo riche and wrought ſo wele 
Of goldſmytlirye of brouderp and of ſtele 
Che ſheldes bright teſteres and trappouzes 
Golde he wen helmes haubrekes and cote armurcs 
Loꝛdes in para mentes on thetz couꝛſers 
nygghtes of retenue and ehe ſqupers 
Nayling the ſperes and helmes bokeking 
Guyding of ſheldes with keyners la ſing 
Chere as nede is they were nothing ydel 
The fomp ſtedes on tije golden drydel 
Gnawing. and faſt the azmerers alſo 
with fyle and hameꝛ priching to and fro 
pemery on fote and comyns many one 

with ſhoꝛte ſtanes thicke as they may gone 
Pypes trompes naconers andckatiouns 
That in the ba taylle blolwen blodp ſoundes 
Che paleys ful of pepfe pp and doun 

There thre there tey holding tſeiꝛ queſtioun 
Demyng of the Thebay knyghtes two 
Some ſayde thus ſom ſayd it ſhalbe ſo 
Som held with him With the btah berd 
Som Witt the balled ſom with the thiche he red 
Som ſapde be loed grym and he wold fight 
He hath a ſparth of vx pounde of wpttht 
Thus was the halle ful of den ynyng 

Long afteꝛ that the ſonne gan to ſpring 
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Tbettrete Theſens that of his ſleep awaked 
with mynſtralcy and noyſe that was maked 
Held pet the chambre of his paleys riehe 

yl that the the ban hnygijtes bothe ylyche 
Honoured were and into the paleys fet 
Puke Theſeus is at the wyndob ſet 
Jraped right as he were god in trone 

The peple preced thide z ward ful ſone 

Hin foꝛ to ſepy and doon high reuerence 

and to herby his heſt and his ſentence 

n herowde on a ſcaffold made ay O 

Tyl al the noyſe of the peple Was do 

and whay he ſa the pepte of noyſe al ſtyl 
Thus ſhewed he the myghty ouucs Wille 
The loꝛd hath of his high diſcreciouy 

Con ſidred that it Were diſt ructioun 

To gentyl blode to fighten in this wiſe 

Of moꝛtal batayle now in this empryſe 
wherfoze to ſhapey that they ſhulde nat dye 
He wil his firſt purpos modi fye 

Nomay tberfoze on pepne of toſſe of lyf 

No manc2 ſhotte ne pollav ne ſhoꝛt hnyf 
n the liſtes ſend 02 thideꝛ bring 

Ne ſhoꝛt ſwerd foꝛ toſtihe With poynt bitpntt 
Ne nomay ne draW ne bere it be his ſyde 

Ne nomay ſtat Vnto his fela w ryde 

But one cours With a ſharp y grounde ſpere 
foynyntz if him kyſt on fote him ſelue to were 
und je that is at myſchief ſhalbe take 

und nat ſlayn but be brought to the ſtate 
That ſhalbe oꝛdeyned oy either ſyde 

ut thideꝛ he ſhal by foꝛce and there abyde 
Andif ſo falle the cheft e yy be take 
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On eithe: ſpde oꝛ elles ſleeth his mate 
Nolengre ſhal the turneyng laſt 

God ſpede you go fozthh andtep on faſt 

with long ſwerdes and mates ley on pouꝛ ſpite 
Goth now ponz wey this is the loꝛdes wil 
The vopce of pepłe touched the lleuyn 
So loude cryed they with mery ſttuyn 
God ſaue ſuche a koꝛd that is ſo gode 
He willith nat diſt ructioun cf blode 
Vp ttoth the trumpes and the melody 

And to the liſtes ridyth this company 

Hp oꝛdenaunce through out the cyte karge 
Hantted with cloth of golde and nat with ſarge 
futtphe a loide this noble duke gay ryde 
Theſe two Chebans pᷣpoy eitheꝛ ſyde 

And aftez rode the quene and Emely 
andaftez that a notheꝛ company 

Of one andothez aftez then degre 

And thus they paſſe through the cyte 

And to the liſtes come they be ty me 

t nas nat of the dap fuliy pry me 

whay ſette was Theſeus riche on hig 

polita the que ne and Emely 

And other ladies iy degrees aboutte 

Vnto the ſetes preſeth alle the route 

And weſt ward through the yates Sndre marte 
Arcite and eke the houndred of his parte 

With banez rede is entred right anone 

And in that ſelue moment pafamoy 

Is bndre benus eſt ward in that place 

with banez white and hardy chere of face 

In al the woꝛlde to ſehe Bp and doun 

So euyy withoute any bartactouy 


The hnp#ftes Tale 


There nere ſuche companeys twey 

#02 there was none ſo Wiſe that coude ſep 
That any had of othez auauntage 

Of wozthpne ſſe ne eſtate ne age 

So euyn were they >oſey foꝛto geſſe 

And iy two renges feyre they them dreſſe 

and han that theire na mes red Were euerichoon 
That in theiꝛ nombre gyle Were thez none 
Cho were the pates ſhyt and cryed was londe 
Do noW pou deuouꝛ yong knyghtes proude 
The he roudes left thetz priching bp and donn 
Nob rpn(tey trompes loude andckarioun 
Theꝛ is nomoꝛe to ſep but eſt and Weſt 

11 goth the ſperys ful ſadly in the reſt 

jy goth the ſharp ſpoꝛe in the ſyde 

Theꝛ ſeen mey who cay iuſt and whocay rpde 
Cheꝛe ſhyuerpntt ſbaftes pon ſheldes thicke 
he feleth through the hart ſpooy the prych 
Yp ſpringeth ſperes twenty fote oy hight 
Out goon the ſwerdys as the ſifuc2 bright 
The helmes they to he wen and to ſhrede 

Out breſt the blode with ſterne ſtremes rede 
with myghty maces the bones they to hriſt 
He th rough the thickeſt of the throng ca y th riſt 
Cheꝛ ſtomblyn ſtedps ſtrong and dowy goth al 
He rolleth vndre fote as doth a bal 

Ge foyneth on his feet with his trunchon 

And he hurtkith with his hoꝛs adoun 

he through the body is hurt and ſithnes tate 
Nattre his hede and brought to the ſtake 

ds foꝛ ward was rittht there he muſt abyde 

U nothe2 led is on that otheꝛ ſpde 

Und ſomty me doth them Theſcus to reſt 
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Them foꝛ to re freſſhe and drynbe if that they lyſt 


ful oft a day haue the Tfſebans two 
To gydeꝛ y met and wronght eytheꝛ wo 
Vnhoꝛ ſed bath eche one of them twey 
Ther is no tygre ty the Vale of galegophey 
when that heꝛ whelp is ſtolen wien it islytt 
So cruelł on the hunt as is Arcite 
For ielous hert Spoy this pala mon 

Ne in belma rye theꝛ is no fe lyoun 

Chat hunted is for — wood 
Ne of his pray deſireth ſo the blode 

as pala mon to ſte his foo Arcite 

Che tefous ſt rohes on theire helmes byte 
Oute rynneth blood on both theire ſydes rede 
dom tyme ay end theꝛ is of euery dede 

#02 02 the ſonne vnto reſt Went 

Che ſtrong king E metrius(taylent 

This pala mon as he fouttht with Arcite 

And made his ſwerd depe in his fleſſhe bite 
And bp the foꝛce of twenty was he take 

Vn yoldey and dra we to the ſtake 

And in the reſcous of this pala mon 

The ſtrong hing Cigurge is 602y a dow 
And hing met rius for alle his ſtrenttht 

Js Bozy oute of his ſadyl a ſwerde lenght 

So hit him pala mon oz he Weze take 

But af foꝛ nottht he was brought to the ſtahe 
Bis hardy hert ne myght him help noght 

He muſt abyde whay te was caught 

Dp force and che bp compoſiciouy 

who ſozoWeth no but woful pafamoy 
That muſt nomoze goa yen to fittht 

And whan that Che ſeus hadde ſeye that ſigßt 
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Ynto the folbe that foughten thus echone 

he cryt d than hoo nomoꝛe foꝛ it is done 

wol be true iute and nat party 

arcyte of Thebes ſhal haue E mcky 

That by his foꝛtune hath heꝛ feyꝛ y Wonne 

anone there is a noyſe of pepke begon 

ſoꝛ ioy of this ſo loude and high with alle 

Chat it ſemed that tue fyſtes ſijͥuld falle 

b Hat can nob fapre venus done aboue 

what ſayeth ſtje what doth the que ne of koue 
but wepith ſo foꝛ wantyug of hez wikle 

Ty that heꝛ teree in thetiſtes fylle 

dhe ſayd J am ſhamed doutkeſſe 

daturne ſapd doughteꝛ holde thy peaſe 

Pars hathj his wille the hnyt6t hath his bone 

And by mp hede thou ſhalt be eaſed ſone 

The trompettes with the lowde mynſtralſyr 

The he roudes that fur loude pike and crye 

Deen in theiꝛ top for the wel of dane Arcite 

butherhneth me and ſtynt nopes alite 

bh iche a my racle the re be felle anone 

This fyers Arcite hath his helme of done 

und on a courſeꝛ foꝛ to ſhewyhis face 

he prpched endkong the large place 

Lob yng vöpward Lnto this S mely 

And ſhe ageyn him caſt a frendly eye 

And was alte iy his chere as in his hert 

Oute of the grounde a fyre infernal ſtert 

ſrom Pluto ſent at the requeſt of ſaturne 

#02 Whiche his hoꝛ ſe for fere gay to turne 

Indfept a ſyde and foundred as he kepe 

And oꝛ that Arcite map take hepe 

he pight him on the pomekof his hede 
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That in the płace ſje kay as he were dede 
Nis breeſt to broſtey with the ſadyl bold 
as beake he lay as any cool 02 crowe 
So was the blode ronne iy his face 
Anone he was boꝛn oute of the place 

with herte ſoꝛe to Theſeus paleys 

Tho was he coꝛuyn oute of his harneys 

And ty a bedde Brought ful fayre and beyue 
For he was yet in memoꝛy and alyue 

And alley eriyngt afteꝛ Emely 

Duke The ſeus with alle his company 

Jo come home to Athenes his cyte 

with alle blis and grete ſokennpte 

Al be it that this auenture Was falle 

He nolde nat di ſcomfoꝛte them alle 

Men ſayd ehe that Arcite ſhuld nat dye 

Be ſhulde be heled of his mala dy 

And of a notye2 thing they weꝛ fayn 

That of them alle theꝛ was noon ſlayn 

Alle were they ſoꝛe hurt and na mely one 
That with a ſpere was thrifſed the Breeſt bone 
The otheꝛ woundes and the broke armes 
Som had ſalues and ſome had chazmes 

Fer macyes of herbes and ehe ſane 

They dronkey foꝛ they Wold theiz lyues hane 
Foz Whiche this noble duke as he wel can 
Comfozteth and honoured euery may 

And made reuel al the long nyght 

Vnto the ſtraunge koꝛdes as was right 

Me there was holden no diſcomfytyng 

But as a iuſtes oꝛ a tourneyng 

Foꝛ there was holden no diſcomfiture 
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Ne to betadde by force Bnto the ſtake 

:)npetdpy and with twenty hnyghtes take 

One pryſon alkone withoute mo 

And haryed foꝛth by arme fote and too 

And ehe his ſtede dryuen foꝛth with ſtaues 

with fote mey both yemen and ehe knaues 

t nas y retted him no vikonp 

There may nomay clepe it colbardrye 

For Whiche anone duke Theſeus let crye 

Coſtpntey alle rancouz andenupe 

The dettre aſwel in one ſyde as ih othez 

And eitheꝛ ſyde lyhe as otheꝛ brothe2 

and paf them giftes afteꝛ theiꝛ degre 

And fully held a feſt dates thre 

und conueyed the hinges woꝛthyly 

Out of his tolby a iourney farttety 

and home went euery may the rigijt wey 

There was nomoze but far wele haue gode day 

0 F this batayle j wil nomoꝛe endite 
But ſpehe of palamon and arcite 

Suellith the breſt of Arcite and the ſoꝛe 

Encreſeth at his hert ap moꝛe and moꝛe 

Che clotered blode ſoꝛ any lechecraft 

Toꝛuptyth and iy his bouke is laft 

Chat nethez vepne blode ne vbentuſyng 

e drinke of herbes may be his helpyng 

Che vertue eyputſpf oꝛ anymal 

ro that vertue p cłeped naturaf 

Ne map tle benym bopde ne evpeſce 

The pppes of his longes gayto ſielſe 

and euery laceꝛt iy his breeſt adouy 

\s ſhent with benpm and coꝛrupcioun 

him gapneth nothing fox to get hislyf 
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Youmpte 6p ward and doun ward kaxatyf 
Af is to breſtey thilhe regiouy 

Nature hathj iy him no dompnacouy 
undcertyanly there nature wil nat wirche 
Fare wete phiſyke go bere the may to the chirche 
Chis is al and ſom Arcite muſt dye 

foꝛ whiche he ſendith a fte Emely 

And pata moi that was his coſyn dere 

Chah ſayd he thus as ye ſhal aftez here 

Nat map the Woful ſpyret 19 mpy hert 
Decłare a popnte of at mp ſoz0wes ſmezt 

Co you mp lady that g tone mooſt 

But bique th the ſeruice of my gooſt 

To you abouey euerp creature 

Hithnes that mp tyf map no lengeꝛ dure 
attfas the Woo allas the pepnes ſtrong 

Chat j foꝛ pou haue ſuffred and ſo long 
Alas the deth allas my mely 

Alkas the de partyng of oure companp 

Allas my hertes que ne allas my wif 

My herteslady endez of mp lyf 

What is this woꝛlde What aſheth men to haue 
Nob with his loue noW colde iy his graue 
Alone Withoutey any company 

fare Wete mp ſwete foo my E me ly 

And ſoft take me in youꝛ armes twep 

ſoz the koue of god and herkeneth What J ſap 
haue here Witt) my coſpy palamon 

Bad ſtrpf and rancoꝛ many a dap agone 


Fox loue of pou and of my elouſye 
And (Jupite2 ſo wiſtly my ſoule gy 
To ſpehey of a ſeruaunt propiriy 
with circumſtaunces alle truly 
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That is to ſeyn trouthe honouꝛ and knygt 
wi ſdom humbleſſe eſtate and hig hynred 


Frebory and alle that fon(tith to that arte 
Jo Hupiteꝛ haue of my ſoule parte 

as in this Woztde right now know i none 
So woꝛthy to be foued as pala mon 

That ſeruptt pou and wol do alle hiskpf 
And if that euiꝛ pe ſhalt be a wif 
ſozpettetlj nat Dalamon the ttentiflmany 
And with that wozde his ſpectje fayle gan 
Froꝛ fro his fete Bnto his breeſt was come 
The colde of dethe that ha th him ouercome 
And pet moꝛe onez foꝛ in his armes two 
The vᷣytalte ſtrenttith is loſt and al ago 
Only the intelectys withouten moꝛe 
That duefkith iy his hert ſphe and ſoꝛe 
Gan fayle way the herte felith det 


Duſſheth his eyen to and fayleth his breth 


But on his lady yet caſt he his eye 
Bis kaſt woꝛde was mercy Emely 


thede 


Bis ſppret chaunged the tous and went there 


ds q cam neuiꝛ ij can nat teile Where 
There g ſtynt g am nat deupneſtez 

Of ſoules fynde J nat iy this regyſt re 
Ne me kyſt the opunpons to telle 


Of them though thep writen where they duelle 


Urepte is colde the re mars hio ſoule guy 
Now wol g ſpeke foꝛth of Emely 
Ohrytcht Emely and obbleth pala mon 
Und The ſeus his ſuſteꝛ tobe anone 


SY wonyng and bare her fro the coꝛs a wey 


what helpith it to tarp forth the day 


Co telle holb ſhe wept both tue and moꝛow 
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Fot in ſuche caas women haue ſuche ſozow 

wan that theiꝛ huſhondes Be fro them goo 

That foꝛ the more part tſſey ſoꝛolben ſo 5 
Or elles falle in ſuche a malady 
Tbat at the kaſt certaynly they dye 

n finyte Geey the ſozoWes and the teres 
O fofde folhe and folhe ns 

An af the toun for deth of this TheBay 

For Fim tßeꝛ wepitß Gotfe childe and man 
Sa ttrete wepyntz was theꝛ none certayn 
man Ector was Bronttht alle freſſhe p ſlayn 
To trove. affas the pyte that was there 
rain of chebes rentyng che of here 

og woldeſt thou Be dede theſe wymmen crye 
d ud baddeſt golde pnoutff} and Smely 

Oo man mytt6t glade Theſeus 

Sguyntz his olde fade egeus 

That hneW this Wozkdes tran ſmutacioun 
s he hadde ſeen it chaunge Vp and doyy 

Joy aftez wo and Wo afteꝛ gladneſſe 

and ſßewed him enſampte and fptineſſe 
Right as ther depde neuiꝛ may qnod he 

That he ne lyued in erth in ſom degre 

Right ſo theꝛ lyued neuiꝛ may he ſayde 

In alle this woꝛlde that ſomtyme he ne deyde 
This woꝛlde is but a through fare fuk of wo 
Und we be pylgra mes paſſyng to and fro 
Deth ie ay ende of euerp woꝛldes ſoꝛe 

And oueꝛ af this yet ſapde he mehyl moꝛe 
To this effecte ful wiſeky to enhoꝛte 

The peple that they ſhulde them recom foꝛte 
{Puke Theſeus with alle his beſp cure 

Caſt now where that the ſepulture 
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Of gode Arcite map beſt y mahed be 

and eke mooſt honourable in his degre 

Ind at the faſt he tobe conckuſioun 

That there firſt Arcite and pala mon 
Hadden foz loue tte batayle them bit we ne 
Chat in that ſetue groue ſwete and grene 
There as he hadde his a moꝛous deſires 

His complaynt and fox loue his fote fpres 
Ge Wolde make a fpre in wh iche the office 
funeralle he mygut fully accomplice 

and comaunded anone to hache and to he w 
The ohꝛes olde and ley them on a re l 

zn culpyns wele araped fo to brenne 

Bis officers with ſwyft feet they renne 
And ryden anone at his comaundment 

And after this Theſeus ha th ſent 
Afteꝛ a bere and he it ouez ſpradde 
with clothes of golde the richeſt that be hadde 
and of the ſame ſote he clothed Arcite 

Ppoy his hondes his gloues White 

And oy his hede a crowne of faurez grene 

and in his honde a ſwerde ful bright and hene 
He layde him bare the di ſage on the Gere 

Ther with he wipte that pyte was tohere 

And foꝛ the pepte ſholde ſe him alle 

wah it was day he brought him in the hakte 
That roꝛethj oy the criyng and the ſouy 

Cho cam this wofuk theban pala mouy 

with flotered berd and rugtzed aſſhe heres 

y cloces blake dropped at with teres 

And paſſing other of wepyng Emely 

The re lwfulleſt of alle the company 

And ih aſmoche as the ſeruice ſhuld be 
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The moꝛe noble and riche iy his deffre 

Puke Theſcusfeet thre ſtedes forth bring 
That trapped Were in ſtele al glytering 

And couered with the armes of Arcite 

And eke vpoy the ſtedes grete and white 

Theꝛ ſattpy folhe of Whiche one bare his ſhelde 
A notheꝛ a ſpere Vpoy his ſhulders helde 

he thridde bare with him his bow turkeys 
Of brend golde was the caas and the harneys 
und ryden foꝛth a paas Witt ſozoufne chere 
Toward the groue as pe ſtjal aftez here 

The nobleſt of the grehes that there were 
Ppoy their Bakescarpdey the Gere 

with flache paas and eye rede and wete 

@ broutth oute the cpte by the maſteꝛ ſtrete 
Chat ſpradde Was al with blahe and wondre hye 
Right of the ſame is the ſt rete p wrye 

V po the right honde went otde egeus 

und oy that otheꝛ ſyde duke Theſens 

with ve ſſelles of golde in theiꝛ hond ful fyne 

And ful of hony mpfhe blode and wyne 

G he pala mon With ful grete company 

And afteꝛ that cam woful Emely 

with fyre in honde as was that tyme the guy ſe 
To do the office of the funeralle ſeruice 

High laboure and ful grete apparcking 

was at the ſeruyce of the fpre making 

That with bis grene toppe the heupy raught 
And twenty fa wdom of brede the armes ſtraught 
This is to ſep the bokves Were ſo brode 

Of ſtra we firſt was leyde many a fode 

But tou the fpre was made Vpoy ay higßt 

Se eke the na mes hob the trees hight 
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as ohe fpr2e byrche aſſhe aldeꝛ hol me popute: 
Maple thoꝛy beche aſpe boy cheſten lynd laureꝛ 
wilo we el me plane ha ſil and whypultre 
Bow they Were felted ſhal nat be tolde foꝛ me 
Ne hou the gotes rennyn Vp and doun 
Diſheryted of theiꝛ habitacioun 

in whiche they woned in reſt and peaſe 
Nympßes faunes and a madrides 

Ne hou the beſtes and the bprdes alle 

Fledden for fere whan the wode gan falle 

Ne hou the grounde agaſt was of the light 
That was nat wont to ſe the ſonne bright 
Ne hou the fpre Was couched firſt with ſt re 
And than with drye ſtiches cloucn on thre 

And than with grene Wode and ſppcerp 

And than with ckoth of golde and with perry 
And garkondes hanging with many a floure 
The mpr2e the encence with ſuete odouze 

Ne Hou Arcite lay among alle this 

Ne what ricleſſe a boute his body ther is 

Ne hou that Emely as was the guy ſe 

Put in the fy re of funerafte ſeruite 

Ne hou ſhe ſuoWned Wha», made was the fpre 
Ne what ſe ſpache ne What was heꝛ deſire 
Ne what Je welles mey in the fpre caſt 

Whay that the fyre Was grete and brenned faſt 
Ne hou ſom caſt theiꝛ ſhelde and ſom their ſpere 
{nd of theiꝛ weſtmentes wWhiche that they Were 
And cuppes ful of mylbe and bode 

n to the fyre that brent as it were Wode 

He hob the grebes with an huge route 

Thryes ryden af the fyre abonte 

D pony theleft honde with an high ſhowtyng 

it 10 


Te knygtes Tale 


And thryes with theire ſperes ckate ring 
And thrpes hou the ladies gan cry 
Ne tou that led was lom ward Emely 
Ne hou Arcite is brent to aſſhen celde 
Ne hou the lyche wahes were y holde 
That iche nyght ne how the ttrehes pley 
The wake pfepes ne hepe gj nat to ſap 
whiche wraſtelith beſt naked with oyle a noynt 
Ne who that bare him beſt at the poynt 
wit nat telte alte holb they goon 
Home to àthe nes when the play is doon 
But ſhoztfp to the poynt thay wol J wende 
and make of mp long tale ay ende 
y prot ſſe and by lengith of certayn peres 
6 art ſtynt is the moꝛnyng and the cheres 
Of grehes by one generalle aſſent 
Chah ſemeth me ther was a parfement 
at àthe nes vᷣpoy a certayn poynte and caas 
und among the which poyntes ſpohey was 
To haue with certapy countrees alpaunce 
And haue fully of TheGans obepſaunce 
For Whiche this noble Che ſeus anon 
Leet ſend after gentyl pala mon 
Vn wyſt of him what was the cauſe and why 
But iy his bfake clothes ſoꝛou fully 
Ne cam at his comaunde ment ay ſpe 
Tho The ſeus ſent foꝛ © mely 
whan they were ſet and huſt was alle the place 
And Theſeus abyden hath a ſpace 
Oꝛanp Wozde cam fro his Wiſe breeſt 
Bio epcy ſet he there as himlyſt 
And with a ſadde diſage be ſithed ſtpile 
And aftez that right thus he ſayd his wylle 
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The firſt moue2 of the cauſe abone 

whay he firſt made the fapre cheyne of foue 
Grete was the effecte and high was his entent 
wele wiſt he why and what therof he ment 
Foz with that fapre cheyne of loue he bond 
The fpre the epre the watez and the fond 

n certayn bondes that map nat fle 

The ſame prynce and that moueꝛ quod he 
Bath ſtabliſſhed in this wreched woꝛld adoun 
Certapy dates and duracioun 

To alle that is engendred in this place 
Oueꝛ the whiche dap they map nat paſſe 

af may they yet tho daies abrigge 

Thez nedith nat auctoꝛyte toketttte 

02 it is proued bp experience 

But that me (pſt to declare mp ſentence 
Tbay map Wefe men bp this oꝛdre diſcerne 
That thpfhe moueꝛ ſtable is andeterne 
wel may mey know but it be a fool 

That euery party is deryued fro his hole 
For nature hath nat take his begynnyng 
Of one part 02 of acantef of a thing 

But of a thintz that parfyte is and ſtaßle 
De ſcending ſo tyl it be coꝛrumpable 

And therfoze foz his Wiſe purueaunce 

Be hath ſo weke beſette his oꝛdenaunce 
That ſpeces of thinges and progeſſiouns 
Sholden endure by ſucceſſtouns 

And nat eterne vithoute anylye 

This mayſt thou vnderſtonde and ſec at eye 
Co the ohe that hath ſo long a noꝛyſſhing 
ſro the tyme that it firſt gyuueth to ſprints 
Undhath ſo kong lyf as ye map ſee 
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pet at the laſte wa ſted is the tre 
Conſidreth eke hou the hard ſt oon 
Vudre ouꝛ feet on Which we tradde and goon 


pet waſtith it as itkieth by the wey 


The brode ryueꝛ ſomtym we xith drey 
The grete tolbnes ſe we Wane and wende 
Than pe ſe that alie ihing hath ay ende 
Of may and woman ſe we wele alſo 
That nedes in one of theſe termes two 
This is to ſaꝝu in pouthe oꝛ elles in age 
He moot be dede the hing as ſhal a page 
Dom in his bedde ſom in the depe ſee 
Dom ii the large feld as meh nap ſe 

© bez herpith nauttht foꝛ alle gooy that ilhe wey 
Than map) ſap alle thing mot nedee depe 
what maheth this but gupiteꝛ the hing 

That is prince and cauſe of af thing 
Conuertyng al vnto his propre Wille 

ſoz Whiche it is derpued ſoth to telle 

And here agapnes nocreature afyue 

Of nodettre auapreth for to ſtryue 

Chan it is wiſdom as thinketh me 

To make vertue of neceſſite 

And take it wele that we map nat eſctjewe 

And namely that to Bs alle is due 

And who ſo grutchithought be doth foly 

And rebet is to him that al may gye 
Andcertapnfp a may hath mooſt Fonoure 

To dye in his mooſt evceifent floure 

Whay he is ſphe 2 of his gode na me 

Than batt he do his frende ne him no ſha me 
And gladdeꝛ ought his frende be of bis deth 
whan with honouz ſo bp poldey is his breth 
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Than whan his name appalled is for age 

ſor alle foꝛyeten is than his va ſſelage 

Than is it beſt as foꝛ a woꝛthy fame 

To dyen whan a may is beſt of name 

Che contra ry foꝛ affe this is wilfulnes 

why gruge we why haue we heupneſſe 

That gode Arcite of cheuatry the flouz 
Departed is with duety and honouz 

Onte of the foule prpſoy of this [pf 

why gruched His coſpy and his wyf 

Of his welefare that koueth him ſo woe le 

Cay he them thanke nap god Woot neuiꝛ a defe 
That bothe his ſoule and eke them offendee 
and pet they map theiꝛ kuſtes nat amende 
what map g concłude of this long ſery 

But afteꝛ wo rede bs be mery 

Ind thanke gupiteꝛ of alle his grace 

And 02 we departey from this place 

rede that we make ef ſoꝛolbes two 

O parfpte top laſtyng tuirmo | 
And koketh now Where mooſt ſoz0W is pnne 
There wil J firſt amende and begynne 
Suſteꝛ quod he this is my ful aſſent 
with alle the auy ſe of my parle ment 
That gentyl pala mon youꝛ oy hnygßt 
That ſerueth pou Witt hert and myght 
And euiꝛ hath do ſithen pe firſt him knew 
That ye ſhat of youꝛ grace on him re we 
And take him foꝛ huſbond and for loꝛde 
Lene ne pouz hond for this is oure accoꝛde 
Let ſee now of pou womandy pyte 

Heis a hpnttes Urotheꝛ ſonne parde 

and though he were a poure baclele2 


Thc Pupgſites Tale 


Sithen he ha th ſerued pou ſo many a pere 
And hadde foꝛ you ſo grete adnerſite 

t muſt be con ſidredlruyth me 

Foꝛ gentyl mercy ougijt to paſſe right 

T hay ſayd he thus to pala mon the i nyght 
J trobb the nedith litek ſermonynge 

To make pou aſſent to this thing 

Come th ne re and tahe you lady hy tlie honde 
und thus of them bothe was made the Bond 
Chat hight matromonye oꝛ mariage 

Dp alle the counſert᷑ of the ba ronage 

und thus with alle bfiſſe and melody 
Hath pafamoy wedded Emely 

A ad god that atte this woꝛlde hath wrought 
Dente him his loue that dere hadde Gouttht 
J oꝛ nob is patamoy iy af Wete 

Cyuyng iy bliſſe ty richt ſſe and in hele 

aud Emely him loueth ſo tenderly 

und he her ſerneth agayn ſo gentylly 

T bat thez was no worde them bit wene 
Of lou ſy oꝛ of any other tene 
Chus endich pakamoy and Emely 

And god ſaue alle this company 


Bere endith the knytzhtes tale | 
Andhere begynneth the yllers prologur 


w Han that the knyght had thus his tale tolde 
($1 alle the company nas there yong ne olde 

That he ne ſayd it was a noble ſtoꝛy 

And Wozthp to be dra we in memoꝛy 

And namely the gentylles eue richone 

Oure hooſt lough aud ſÞoze ſo mot I gone 
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The ꝙyllers Profottue 


This goth aritt5t vn boheled is the male 

Let ſe noW who ſyak tek another tale 

ſo truly the game is welke begonne 

Nob telte pe ſiꝛ monke if that ye konne 

Som what to qupte the hnyght his tale 

The Mylleꝛ that foꝛ dronhey was al pale 
To that bn nethes bpoy his hoꝛ ſe he ſat 

Be nolde auale nothe2 hode ne hat 

Ne abyde nomay foꝛ hic curteſy 

But in ppfates vopce he gan tocꝛy 

1nd ſwoꝛe by armes blode and bones 

Jcay a noble tale foꝛ the nonts 

itt) Whiche ) wol noW quyte the hnp{thtes tale 
Oure hooſt ſa w that he was dronhe of ale 
and ſapde abpde Robyn leue rothe: 

Som bettre may ſhal telle firſt another 
abpde and ket Bs werke thryftely 

By cohhes ſoute quod he that npt nat 

j'02 J wil ſpehe oꝛ elles go my Wey 

Oui hooſt aunſ werd tetre on a deupk wey 
Thou art a foot thy wyt is ouercome 

Now her neth quod the Mylle alte and ſome 
But firſt q make a proteſtactouy 

That g am dronke ghnobe by mp ſou 

and ther foꝛe if I mys ſpeke oꝛ ſep 

wyte it the ale of Huth Werke j pou prap 

foꝛ g wol telle a legende anda kyf 

Bothe of a carpente2 and of his wyf 

Hob that a clerhe hatt ſet the wrigthtes cappe 
The rene aunſwerd and ſayd ſtynt thy ckappe 
Let be thy le wde dronhpy harlottrye 

t is a ſynne and ehe grete foly 

Co appeyre any may oꝛ him de fame 
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Tic pyllers Prołogut 


And ele bring wyues in ſuche na me 

Thou mapſt pnoutt of otſje: —— ſapy 
This dronhey Mpſlez ſpake ful ſone ageyn 
And ſapd o leue brothe2 Oſwolde 
Who bath no wif he is no cokecolde 
But j ſap nat therfoze that thou art one 

There been gode wyues many one 

why art thou angry Witt mp tate no 

haue a wif parde aſWele as thou 

pet nolde J nat foꝛ the oxey in mp pol» 

Take Hpoy me moze thay pnoWw 

ns de me of mp ſelue that g were one 

wol beleue wele that am none 

an huſbonde ſhulde nat be inquyſityf 

Of goddes pryupte ne of his wif 

So he may fpnde goddes fuſoy there 

Of the remenaunt nedith nat toenquere 

what ſholde J moze ſap but this mylle re 

He nolde his wo2des foꝛ no man foꝛbe re 

Vut tol de his choꝛles tate in this manere 

Me at thinketh that g ſhal reherſe it here 

And ther foꝛe euezp genty t wight g pray 

De meth nat foꝛ goddes four that (j ſap 

Of euxkentent but that (muſt retjerce 

Theiꝛ tales al be they bettre 02 we rce 

Oꝛ elles fal ſey ſom of my ma te ꝛe 

And ther foꝛe who ſokyſtith nat to here 

Turne oueꝛ the leef and cheſe a nother tale 

For he ſhat fynde pnow both grete and ſmale 
Of hiſtoꝛyalie thing that toweheth gentptneſſe 
And ehe moꝛalite and holynt ſſe 

Bla methj nat me if that ye che ſe amps 

The Mxffezis a choꝛle pe hnaW welke this 
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The Yylters Prologue 


So is the reue and ehe otheꝛ mo 

und harlotrye they tolde Bothe two 
àuyſeth you and put me oute of blame 
und ehe mey ſhal nat make erneſt of game 


Bere begynneth the myllers tale 


I» 


tt ty Ovenfoꝛde 
d riche gnof that geſtes hadde to boꝛde 
And of his craft was he a carpentre 
with him theꝛ was a poure ſcoler 
Had lerned art but al his fanteſye 
was turned to lere aſtrologye 
and coude a certapy of conckuſiouns 
To demyn 6p interꝛogaciouns 
that men a ſhed him certeyn houres 
whether they ſhuld haue drouttht 02 ſſoures 
Oꝛif that mey aſned him what ſhulde befafle 
Of euery thing g map nat rekey alle 


Thi Myllers tale 


This clerhe was cfeped hend nytolas 

Of derne lone he coude and of ſofas 

And thezto he was ſcp and ful pryue 

And kyhe a mayden meke foꝛ to ſce 

ꝗ chambre hadde he ty that hoſtetrpe 
Alone with oute any company 

ful fetouſlp y dight with herbes ſote 
And he him ſetue was ſbete as is the rote 
Of tycoꝛyce 020f any ce te wale 

His ałme ge ſt his bohes grete and ſmale 
His aſt rotogyti longing foꝛ his arte 

Bis augrym ſtones ley fayre a part 

Oy ſhetues couched at his beddes hed 
Bis preſſe y couered with a folding rede 
And alle aboue theꝛ lay a gay ſabbtrye 
O whiche he made anptthtes melodye 
So ſwetely that al the chambre rong 
And Angelus ad virttinem he ſong 

And after that he ſong the hynges note 
ful often bliſſed Was his me ry throte 
And this ſwete clerhe his ty me ſpent 
After his frendes fyndyng and his rent 
This carpentre hadde wedded newa wif 
whiche that he loued moꝛe thay hislyf 

Of viii pere ſhe was of age 

jefous he was and held heꝛ narob in cage 
Fo: ſhe was wylde and yong and he was olde 
And de med him ſelue phe to be a cohecofde 
He h ne w nat catoy foꝛ his wyt was rude 
That badde a may be d his ſymylitude 
Men ſholde wedde afte2 their eſtate 

ſro2 poutt) and age becy often at debate 
But ſithen he Was fallen iy the ſnare 
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The Mxlicrs Tale 


ge muſk endure as other folhe hiscare 
ſapre was his yong wif and ther withalle 
a9 any weſel heꝛ body gent and ſmalle 

a ſeynt ſte wered Barred alle of ſifte 

a barmecfotfh as white as mozolÞ ye 
pon heꝛ lendes with fulle many a goꝛe 
white was heꝛ ſmoke and brodey Nie Gifoze 
nd ehe behinde on her coleꝛ aboute 

Of co.ebfahe ſylhe within and eke withoute 
The tapettes of fez White volupe z 

were of the ſame ſute of the coleꝛ 

Get ſylet brode of ſiche and ſet ful hye 
And ſikerly ſhe hadde a likerous eye 

ful ſmale y pulled weꝛe heꝛ browes two 
und they were bent and babe as any ſloo 
dhe was moche moꝛe bliſful on to ſe 

Thay is the ne we pere (tenet tre 

And ſofteꝛ thay is the wolle of the Wede2 
And hy be: ttprdek hangtth a purs of leder 
Tarſalet with ſiche and perled with laton 
41 alle thie woꝛlde to ſeke Bp and doun 
here is noman ſo Wiſe that coude thinche 
So gay a pupekot 02 ſo praty a wynche 
ſulle Grittftez was ſte ſÿynyng of bez fue 
Than in the toure the noble foꝛged new 
But of Fez ſong it was as koude and yern 
49 any ſwalob ſittyng iy the bern 
Therto ſtje coude ſhivpe and make ttame 
a9 any hydde oꝛ calf folowing his da me 
Beꝛ mouthe was ſwete as braget 02 meth 
2 borde of apeltes leyde on the hay oꝛ heth 
wynſyng ſje was as is a iokycołkt 
Conttas a maſt and pp right as a bolt 
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The yklers Tale 


A broche ſhe bare Bpoy hex lol coleꝛ 

as h rode as is the Boos of a Bohele: 

Her ſhoen were faced on he [e(tttes hye 
She was a pry merolle a pygges npe 

ſo any fo2de toliggen inhis bed 

£2 pet foꝛ any gode yema to bedde 
Now ſyre andeft ſyre ſo befel the caas 
That oy a day this hend Nicholas 

Ep With this yong wif to rage and to pley 
whites that her huſ bond was at O ſeney 
ds clerhes be ful ſubtck and ful queynte 
And pryuelpy he caught bez by the quepnte 
And ſapdpwps but if haue mp Wille 
Foz de ry loue of the femmay (4 ſpyl 

And held heꝛ hard by the ſhanke bones 
And ſayd lemman loue me akle at oncs 
Oꝛ 4 wol dye al ſogod me ſaue 

and ſhe ſprong as a colt doth in the traue 
And wich bez hede ſhe Wrieth faſt awep 
he ſapde g wol nat hyſſe the by my fap 
why let be quod ſhe let be Nicholas 

Oꝛ wol crp oute harꝛob and alfas 

Do Wep you hondes foz pouꝛ curteſp 
This Nicholas gan me rey foꝛ to cry 

And ſpahe ſo fapre and proferedheꝛ ſo faſt 
That ſhe heꝛ loue graun ted him at the taſt 
And ſwore hez othe by ſeint Thomas of kent 
That ſhe wolde be at his comanndeiment 
whay that ſhe map bez leyſeꝛ wele eſpye 
Mp» huſbond is ſo ful of ickou ſye 

That but pe wayte wele and be pryue 

J wote right weke J nam but dede quod ſte 
pe muſt be ful dern as iy this caas 
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The Mytlers Tale 


Nap the rof care the nat quod Nicholas 
eytherly a cferhe hath be ſeed his While 
But if he coude a Carpentez begyle 

and thns they been accozded and p ſwoꝛn 
To wapte a tyme as haue tolde hi foꝛn 
whay Nicholas hadde do thus euerpdete 
And thacked her abonte the lends wele 
ge hyſte heꝛ ſlete and toke his ſalotrye 
And pkeped faſt and made melodpe 
Than fel it thus that to tle pariſſhe chirche 
Criſtes olbn werkes foz to Wprche 

This gode wif went on an holyday 

{Fez foꝛhede ſhone as bright as ony dap 

So was it Waſſhe Whan ſhe leet hez Werke 
Nob was of ttje chirche a pa riſſhe clerhe 

The whiche that was y cleped Ab ſoloy 
Trulled was his here and as the gorde it ſhone 
and ſtruted as a fan arge ant brode 

ful ſtreight and cupy lay his ioly ſhode 

His rode was rede his eyen gray as goos 

With polbles wyndolbes cozuey iy his ſtors 

y hoſes rede he went fulle fetou ſly 

y cladde he was ful ſmalle and fetouſly 

Alle in a hyrtel of a light waget 

ful fapre and thicke by the poyntes ſet 

And therupoy he hadde a gay ſurplice 

19 White as is the bloſſom on the ryſe 

zl merp childe he was ſo god me ſaue 

wele coude he leten blode and clippe and ſhane 
and make acharteꝛ of lond and a quictaunce 
twenty maners coude he trippe and daunce 
aftez the ſcole of O ven foꝛd tho 
And with his leg ges caſt to and fro 
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The ꝙpollers Tale 


And pley ſonges 09 a ſmalle rebyble 
Therto he ſong ſomtyme a koude quynyble 
And aſwele coude he pley on his tze te ry 

Jn alle the tou nas brewe houſe no tauery 
Chat he ne viſited with his ſolace 

There as any ttayłand tapſteꝛ was 

But ſott to ſep he was ſomdele ſk Wepmous 
Offartyng andof ſpeche dauntterous 
This abſokoy that iolyf was and gay 
Goth with a cenſoure oy the hokpdap 
Senſyntz the wpues of the parpſſhe faſt 
And many a louely koke on them he caſt 
And namely on this carpenters wyf 

To loke on heꝛ him thought a mery kyf 

Ihe was ſo propyꝛ ſwete and ehe klyherous 
daꝛ Wefe ſap if ſhe hadde be a mons 

And he a cat he wolde bez hent anone 

This pariſſhe clerhe this ioly ab ſolon 

Bath in his hert ſuche a loue konging 

That of no wif toke he noy offring 

For curteſy he ſapde he wolde non 

The mone Whay it was nytth6t bright ſhone 
and Ab ſolon his gytery hadde y take 

For paramonrs he thouſſht for to wake 
And foꝛth he goth iolyf and amerons 

Tyl he cam to the Carpenters houſe 
Afitef afteꝛ coches hadde y crowe 

And dreſſed him bp by the ſhot wpndowe 
That was vpoy the Carpenters walle 

Ne ſingith in his boyce gentyl and ſmalle 
Now dere lady if thy wp be 

J pray pol that pe wil thinke on me 

ful Wele accoꝛding toß is gyteryng 


» The gyytte rs Tale 


This carpenteꝛ a wohe and herde him ſing 
und ſpahe vntohis wif and ſayde anon 
what aly ſoy he riſt thou nat ab ſoloy 
That chaunteth thus bndre oure boures walke 
and ſje aun ſuerd her huſbond ther with alle 
yes god Woot John here it euerydele 
This paſſith th what Wille pe but than Weke 
From dap to dap this ioly abſotoy 
So Wowetl heꝛ that he is wo bettoony 
He wahith alle the np(tht and arte the day 
He hempt his koches brode and made them gay 
Be wobweth her by mea nes and brocatte 
Ind ſwore he wolde be heꝛ oWy page 
Be ſyngeth broelyng ae a nyghtyngale 
He ſent afteꝛ pyment methe and ſpyced ale 
And wafres pypyng hote of the glede 
And foꝛ ſe was of toun he profered mede 
For ſom folhe wol bye women foꝛ richeſſe 
und ſom foꝛ ſtrokes and ſon foꝛ iolyneſſe 
dom tyme he ſie with his luſtynes and maſt rye 
He pleyeth herodes vpoy a ſcaffelt bye 
But What auayleth him as in this caas 
So loued ſo this hend Nicholas 
That ab ſolon may beow the buches hoꝛn 
he ne hadde foꝛ his ka boure but a ſcozy 
und thus ſhe maketi of abſolon her ape 
And al his erneſt turneth tyl a ape 
ful ſoth is this prouerbe it is nolye 
Mey ſap rittht thus al wep the nygh ſlye 
Maheth the feꝛ leef for to Ge Cotbe 
ſoꝛ though that ab ſoloy be wood 02 Wrothe 
Bicauſe that he fer was from her ſight 
C019 nygh Michol is ſtode iy his (ict ht 
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The Mykters Tate 


Now bere the wele thou hende Nicholas 
Foz abſolone map waple and ſpntt allas 
And ſo be fel it that oy a ſaturdap 

T biscarpentez was goon tyl O ſeney 
And che hend Nicholas and alyſon 
Accozded be fully to this conctuſioug 
That Nicholas ſhal ſtjapey hem a wyle 

T bis ſcły ielous huſbond to begyle 

And if ſo be the game Went a right 

he ſhofde ſlepe in his armes alle nyght 
C02 this was her deſire and his alſo 

And right anone withoute Woꝛdes mo 

a his nycholas nolengeꝛ welde tarp 

Vut doth fulle ſoft iy tohis chambre carye 
Bothe mete anddrinke foꝛ a day oꝛ twey 
7nd to her huſbond badde heꝛ foz to ſey 
f that he aſhed after Hieholas 

She ſßold ſap ſhe nyſt Where he Was 

Of ade that day ſhe ſa l him nat with eye 
he troweth that he is in ſom maladye 
Cor that nocrpe heꝛ mayde coude him calle 
He nolde autiſue2 foꝛ nothing myght falke 
This paſſith foꝛth alle the ſaturday 
That nycholas ſtylle in his chambre ley 
And ete and ſkepe 02 dyd what him lyſt 
Ty ſonday that the ſonne goth to 11ſt 
This ſilp carpente2 hath grete meruayle 
Of nycholas oꝛ What myght him ayle 
And ſayd am adradde bp ſepnt Thomas 
t ſtondith nat aright with Nicholas 
God ſheld it that he dpcd ſode ny 

T bis woꝛlde is noW fulle ty hel ſpherlp 
ſawe a coꝛps to day boꝛe to the hire 


 ETE—— 


The yytle rs Tate 


That now oy mondap faſt q ſawe him wirche 
Go bp quod he vn to his hnaue anone 
Clepe at the doꝛe and hnocke with a ſtone 
Cohe hob it is and telle me boldly 

This huaue ffottj vp ful ſtu rdely 

1nd at the chambre doꝛe white that he ſtode 
Be cryed and hnoched as he were Wood 
what how What do pe maſtez Nicholay 
Bob map ye ſkepey al the long day 

But affe foꝛ naught he herd nat a woꝛde 
dn Hoof fut fol he fond Bpoy a Bozrd 
There as the cat Was Wont ty foz tocrepe 
and at the hole he fohed in ful depe 

Tye at the faſt he hadde of him a ſittht 
This nycholas ſat gaping eu bp right 
19 he hadde bphed oh the neW mone 
7douy he goth and tolde his maſteꝛ ſone 
What aray he ſaWe this ilae man 

This carpenteꝛ to bliſſe him began 

And ſapd help vs ſeint frideſwpde 

a may wote lytel what him ſtat betyde 
This may is füt. 1 with his aſt ronomy 
y ſom woodneſſe oꝛ 11 ſony agonye 
thought ay wele hob it ſhol de be 

Men ſholde nat na of goddes pzpupte 
p bleſſed be allbey a le lde mah 

That nauttht bnt onky his beteue can 

do ferd another cle rhe with aſt ronomy 
Ge walked in the feldes foꝛ to prye 

Dpon the ſterꝛes what ther ſhotde be falle 
Tylhe was in a marlepit y falle 

he ſaw nat. but yet by ſeint Thomas 
Me re with ſoꝛe of hend Nicholas 
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Te pyklers Tale 


He ſhalbe rated of his ſtudiyng 

f that j may bp ieſu heuyy hing 

Gete me a ſtaf that g may Vnderſpoze 

While that thou Robyn heuyſt of the doꝛe 

He ſhalle oute of his ſtudipng as h (teſſe 

And to the chambre doꝛe he gan him dri ſſe 
Bis hnaue was a ſtrong choꝛle foꝛ the nones 
And hy the ha ſpe he haf it vp at onys 

In to the floꝛe the doꝛe fel anone 

C his nychol is ſat ay ag ſtplte as ſtone 

And eun (taped vp Ward in the epre 
Thiscarpentere Wende that he were in diſpeyre 
and bent hin by the ſhulders myghtyty 

And ſoͤohe him harde and cryed ſpetouſtp 
Wat nycholay what holb loke a doun 

wah and thinhe oycriſtes paſſiouy 
crouche the frotluꝝs and fro wightes 

her with the nyghtſper ſayde he anone rightes 
On foure haluys oy the houſe aboute 

And on the threſſhelde of the T624 withonte 
e ſu criſt and ſtint benedight 

Yeyſſe this houſe from eucrp Wicked wight 
For nptti)tes verrp the Wight patcz noſte2 
wße re woneſt thou ſeynt petyrs ſuſtre 

And at the laſt this hende nychelas 

Gan for to ſitth ſoꝛe and ſayde allas 

Sßal alle this wozlde be loſte eſt ſones now 
T'iscarpentez aunſwerd What ſayeſt thou 
What thinhe on god as we do men that ſwpnhe 
Tbis nycolas aunſwerd fette me drpnhe 
And afteꝛ wil q ſpeke to the ty pryucte 

Of certapy thingzes that touchy me and the 
wil it telle none othez may certayn 


The yllers Tate 


This carpentere goth douy and cometh ageyn 
And brought of mytthty ale a lartze quarte 
And wbey eche of them hadde dronke his part 
This nycholas his doꝛe faſte ſhette 

ud douy the carpente2 be him he ſet 

He ſayd ohn myn booſt leef and dere 

Thou ſyatt vpoy thy trouthe ſwere me here 
That to no wight thou ſhatt this coun ſel Wrep 
eo it iscriſtes connſepr that g ſep 

Ind if thou telle it may thou azt foꝛloꝛe 

j'02 this bengzeaunce thou ſhalt haue therfoꝛe 
Chat if thou Wrepit may thou ſhalt be wode 
Hay criſt foꝛbede it foꝛ his be rꝛy blode 

Quod tho this ſely man gam no blabbe 

Ne though J ſap gam natkeef to gabbe 

Hap what thou wilt iſhal it neun telke 

To childe ne wif be him that harolbed helle 
Nobb Joly quod nycholas g wil nat kye 
haue founde it in myy aſtrologxe 

{1s haue lobed ih the mone bright 

Chat now a monday nevta quartp2 nyi5t 
halle fat a rapy and that ſo wilde and wode 
That half ſottrete was neui noes flode 

This Woztde he ſayde iy leſſe thay ay toure 
Val alte be dꝛeynt ſohydous is the ſtoure 
Thus ſhal manhynd drenche andfefe theiz pf 
Chis carpentere aunſwerdallas my wpf 
and ſhar ſhe drenche allas my aliſouß 

J'02 ſoꝛobb of this he felle almooſt a Torn 

aud ſayd is theꝛ no remedy in this caas 

hy pes ſoz god quod hend HNycholas 

If thou Witt Worhe after loꝛe and rede 

Thon meyſt nat Worhe after thpy on feds 


Thc @pplfers Tale 


ffoꝛ thus ſayetij Sala mon that was ful tre u. 
woꝛhe alle by coun ſeyland thou ſhakt nat rewe 
nd if thou woꝛke woykt by gode coun ſeyl 
vndertahe withouteh maſt oꝛ ſayle 

pet ſhal q haue he and the and me 

Naſt thou nat hero hou ſaued was Noe 

Whay that oure (02d hadde warned him bi foꝛn 
Chat af the woꝛlde with Watez ſholde be loꝛn 
pes quod this ca rpentere fuk poze ago 

Chou haſt nat herd quod nycholas al ſo 

The ſoꝛob of noe With his fetawſhip 

Oꝛ that he mygſjt get his wif to ſhip 

{5119 hadde bekeuer g daz wele Vndertahe 

at that tyme thay alle his Wedders Gfahe 
Chat ſte had hadde a ſhip her ſelue alone 

and therfoꝛe woteſt thou What is Beſt to done 
This aſhethj haſt and of an haſty thing 

Mey map nat preche ne mahe taripng 

Anon go get Vs faſt into this nne 

h nedding trough oz elles a hy melyn 

Foꝛ eche of vs but coke that they be large 

y Whiche we map ſwymmen as in a bartte 
And haue therih Vptaite ſuffiſaunt 

But foꝛ one day ty oy the remanaunt 

The water ſhaf a ſlahe andgoaWep 

u boute pryme vpoy the next day 

But Robyn map nat Wpt oy this thy hnaue 
Ne che thy mapdey gylle g map nat ſaue 
Aſhe nat why foꝛ though thou aſhe me 

J wyl nat telle goddes prpuete 

(Jt ſufſiſetth the but if thy Wpt be madde 

To haue as grete a grace as Noe hadde 

Th Wif ſtat ) wele ſaue oute of doute 


The Bykkers Tale 


Go nobb thy wey and ſpede the here abonte 
But Whay thou haſt foꝛ the and heꝛ and me 

y goten Vs thies hnedding tubbes thre 

Chan ſhalt thou hong them iy the roof ful hye 
That noma! of oure purueaunce eſppe 

and whan thou thus haſt done as q haue ſeyd 
and haſt oure Vptapk fayre in them y leyd 
And ehe ah ave to ſmyte the coꝛde a two 

Whan that the watez cometh that we map go 
andbrehe ay hole ay high vᷣpon the gab fe 

n to the gardeyn ward oueꝛ the ſtable 

That we map frely paſſe fozth oure wap 
whan that the grete ſhoure is paſſed awep 
Tha ſhal we ſwymme as merely Föndertahe 
s doth the White doke aftez the drake 

Than wol ſcfepe how aliſon holb gohn 

Be mery foꝛ the flode wil paſſe anone 

und thou Wilt ſep hayle mayſteꝛ Nichobay 
Gode moꝛobb I ſe the wele foꝛ it is dap. 
nd than ſhal we be loꝛdes alke oure tpuc 

Of alke the woꝛlde as noe and his wif 

But of othintz J warne the fülle right 

De wele aupſed on that ilhe nygt 

whan we be entred into the ſhippe boꝛd 

That one of 9s ne ſpehe nat a word 

Ne clepe ne cry but be iy his prapez 

ſoꝛ it is goddes 0Wy beſt dere 

Thy wif and thou muſt hang feratwynne 
ſoꝛ that bet wiyt pou twep ſhal be no ſynne 
No moꝛe ty lohyng thay there ſtal in de de 
This oꝛde naunce is ſapde go god tle ſpede 
To moꝛowat nytgßt hen folhe be alle a ſlepe 
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nto oure hnedding tubbes wyl We creve 


* ö — 


Thc ꝙyllers Tale 


And ſittyn there abyding goddes grace 
Go nol thy wey H haue nolengeꝛ ſpace 
To make of this no lengeꝛ ſermonyng 
Men ſay thus ſend the wiſe and ſay no thing 
Thou art ſo wiſe it nedith the nat to teche 
God ſaue ou tyf and that q the be ſeche 
Chis ſely carpentere goth foꝛth his wey 
Ful ofte he ſayd allas and wela wey 

But to his wif he tolde his pryupte 

And ſhe was ware and kne bb it bet than he 
What alle this queynt caſt Was foꝛ to ſey 
Hut natheteſſe ſtje ferd as ſhe wolde dep 
And ſayd allas go foztt thy wey anone 
Help vs to ſcape 02 We be de de echooy 

am thy true berry Wedded wif 

Jo dere ſpouſe and helpe to ſane oure lyf 
Lo Whiche a gret thing is affectiouy 

Mey map dye afdap of ymaginacioun 

Do oe pe may impreſſiouh be take 

This ſelp carpentere begynneth quake 
Him thinketh deryly that he map ſe 
Noyes flode come walobwing as the ſee 
Codrenchen aftſouy his hony dere 

Be wepith waleth and maheth ſoꝛy che ꝛt 
He ſyghed with may a ſoꝛy ſwoutth 

Ne goth and getteth him a hnedding troutth 
And afteꝛ that a tub and a hemcfpr 

And pr yuely he ſent them tohis znne 

And hange them iy the 2ofe in pryuete 

His oblby hond he made ledders thre 

To clymbyn by the renges and the ſtalbes 
In to the tubbes hanging ty the halbes 
And then) vitapfeth both trough and tubbe 


The ꝙyklers Tale 


with brede and cheſe and gode ale in a ub 
Suffi ſyng right yno as foꝛ one dap 
But oꝛ he hadde made alle that araye 

He ſent his h naue and eke his wenche alſo 
pon his erond tofondoy foꝛ to go 

and on the monday whan it dre w to nyght 
He ſhytte his doꝛe withoute candel ligyt 
And dreſſed al thing as it ſholde be 

and ſhoztkp bp tit ytlombyn alle thre 
They ſpttey ſtyl wele a furlong wey 
Now pater noſte2 lum ſapd Mcholaye 
And ctum ſapde John and aui ſayd alyſon 
This carpentre ſapd his deuociouy 

and ſtylle he ſittpth and bpddith his prapez 
à wayting on the rapy if be it here | 
The dede ſteepe foꝛ werp beſpneſſe 

ſpl oy this Caꝛpenteꝛ right as (i (teſſe 
aboute curſue tyme oꝛ lytel moꝛe 

j'02 trauapk of his gooſt he groneth ſoze 
and eft he rolbtyth foꝛ his hede mys lay 
Douy of the leddeꝛ ſtatketh nycholay 

and Ali ſoun fut ſoft douy ſhe ſpedde 
withoute Wozde s mo they go to the bedde 
There as the carpenteꝛ Was wont to lye 
There Was the reuel and the melodye 

And thus kieth aliſon and Nicholas 

y beſyneſſe of mprtt and in ſofas 

Cxl that the belle of laudes gan to ryng 
And freres in the chauncel gan to ſyng 
Chis pa riſſhe clerke this amerous Ab ſolon 
That is foꝛ four al wey ſo wo begon 

D pon the monday was at Oſenep 

with company him to diſpoꝛte and pley 
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And aſhed Bpoy a caas a cfopſtere2 

Ful prpuelp aftez gohan the Carpentere 
And he dre w him a parte oute of tie chirche 
And ſayde g not g ſaw him nat wyrche 
Sithen ſaturdayh trow that he be went 
Fo2 tymber there ouꝛ abbot hath him ſent 
Foꝛ he is wont foz tymbeꝛ for to go 

And duelle at the graunge a day oꝛ two 
Oꝛelli ohe is at his houſe certepry 

wt'c re that be be g can nat ſothly ſayn 

T his abſolon fut iołly Was and light 

And thought now ie tyme to Wake af nx (tht 
For ſyherly q ſabb him nat ſtering 
Aboute his doꝛe ſithen dap gan to ſprintt 
Do moot q thrpue 3 ſhalke oz coches crowe 
Prpucfp knockcy at his Wpndow 

d hat ſiont ful coW bpoy his boures wal 
To àłiſoun no wil z tekiay alle 

Mr loue conging for pet i ſhak nat mys 

© bat at the feeſt wey i ſhatter hyſſe 
Som ma neꝛ com foꝛte ſgjal q haue parfap 
My mouthe hath itched alli the long dap 
That is a ſigne of hyſſing at the leeſt 

Al nyght the me mette q Was at a feeſt 

T berfoze q wyl go ſtepe ay oure 02 twey 
And alle the nyght thay wil j wafke and pkey 
whan that the firſt cocke hath crowe ano 
Vp riſeth this ioly loueꝛ aBſokoy 
Andhim arrapeth gay at popnt deupſe 
But firſt he che with grayn andfpcozpce 
To ſineffcy ſwete oꝛ he Hadde bempt his here 
Vndre his tong a true loue he bere 
ſoz tlie rby went he to haue bc gracious 
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The ꝙyllers Tate 


He rometh to the Carpentershouſe 
and ſtyl he ſtont vndre the ſhot wyndow 
Vnto his breſt it raught it was ſo fol 
and ſoſt he cowteth with a ſempſouy 
what do pe honpcombe ſwete alyſoun 
My fayre bprde mp ſuete ſyna mome 
a4wakett) femmay myn and ſpche tome 
ful lytet thinke pe vpoy mp wo 
That foꝛ pouz loue i ſwete there J go 
No wondre is though 4 ſwelt and | wete 
moꝛne as dothakambe afte2 the tete 
ys lemmah haue ſuche four longing 
Chat lyhe a turtył true is my moꝛnyng 
may nat ete no mote than a mapde 
Go fro the wyndobb tacke fool ſhe ſapde 
as helpe me god it wol nat be comba me 
loue a notes and elles (5 were to bkame 
bele bet thay the by Jeſu abſolone 
Go foꝛth thy Wep oꝛ 5 wil th robbe a ſtone 
And let me ſkepe a twenty deupt Wap 
Alis quod abſolon and Weke aWep 
Chat true loue Was em: ſo cupl beſet 
Than hyſſe me ſithen it may be no bet 
oꝛ ie ſus łloue and for the loue of me 
Wyft thou than go thy wey therwith quod ſhe 
pe certis lemman quod this ab ſotoy 
Chah malle the redy quod ſhe Jcome anone 
wud vnto Ncholas ſtie ſapde ſtylle 
How peaſe and thou ſtate kaugh toy fylle 
Tbis abſoloy dony ſet him on hio hners 
And ſapde 4 am a loꝛdat alle degrees 
j02aftez this ſfopr thezcomett) moze 
emman t)p grace and ſwete byrd thyn 020 
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The wyndo bes ſje vndoth and that in haſt 
Haue do quod ſhe com and ſpede the faſt 
Leſt that oure nyghboures the a ſpyt 

This ab ſolon gan wype his mouth fulle dry 
Derke was the nytht as pyche 02 cool 

And at the wyndow ſhe put oute hez hole 
And ab ſolon ne felt ne bet ne wers 

But with his mouth he hyſt ez ers 

Fnlle ſauerly 02 he were Ware of this 

A bak he ſtert and thought it was a mys 
Foz Wife wiſt he a woman hadde no berd 
He felt a thing alle rough andlong hered 
And ſayd fy affas What haue h do 

CTehe quod ſtje and ekapped the wpndow to 
And ab ſolon ttoth foꝛth a ſoꝛy paas 

à berd a berd ſapde hend Nicholas 

By goddes coꝛpus this goth fapre and wele 
This ſely ab ſolon herd euery dele 

And on his lippe he gan foꝛ angre byte 

And to him ſelue he ſayde g ſhal the quyte 
who rubbyth noc who frotyth now his lippes 
with duſt with ckoth with ſond with chippes 
But ab ſolon that ſayeth ful ofte allas 

Mp ſoule betahe g ſapde he to ſathanas 
But me leuyꝛ and alle this tou quod he 
On this deſppte a wroken foꝛ to be 

Alas quod he allas that J ne hadde blent 
His hote loue was colde and alle queynt 
foꝛ fro that tyme that he hadde hyſt her ars 
Of para mouvrss ſet he nat a carſe 

Foz ſe was heled of his maladyr 

And oft paramouꝛs gan he di ffye 

And wept as doth a childe that is bete 


The @pfſers Tale 


a ſoft paas fe went him oueꝛ the ſtrete 

Vntoa ſmpth men called dane gerueys 
That in his foꝛge ſmptetl plolb ha rneys 

Be ſharpith the ſhare and the cultre be ſily 
This a6ſokoy h nocketh alte ea ſeły 

and ſayd pᷣnto (teruaps and that anon 

what who art thou. it am J abſoton 

what ab ſolon what criſtes ſwete tre 

bp ryſe pe ſo rathe. ey benedicite 

what ayleth pou ſom (tap gyrte god it Woot 
Bath brought pou ttjus vpoy the verytote 

By ſeynt Note pe Wote wat J mene 

Ttj1s a6ſoloy routtht nat a bene 

Of alle this pfep apey no Wozdbe paf 

Ge hadde wele moꝛe thoutttjt on his diſtaf 
Than feruaps hne be and ſepd frend ſodere 
That hote cuftre in the chymney here 

4s lene it me j haue therWwitt to done 

wol bringe it the ageyn fulle ſone 
Geruaps aunſberdcertys were it golde 

Oꝛ in a pohe nobles alle vntolde 
Thou ſholdeſt it haue as q am true jinptt 
Sy criſtes fote what wol pe do therWittj 
Che rfoꝛe quod Ab ſolon be as be map 
ſhalle it telle the to mozoW oꝛ dap 
and caught the cultre bp the coſde ſtele 
Fulle ſofte oute of the doꝛe he gan ſtele 

Und wente Vnto the carpenters walle 

He coughed firſt and hnocketh ther with alle 
V pon the wyndow right as he dyd ere 

This afpſouy aunſWerd who is there 

That hnockith ſo} warꝛaunt it a theef 

hy nap quod he god wote tp ſwete leef 
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Jam abſotoy 7 oWy derking 
Of golde quod he g haue the brouttht a ryn{ 
My mode: yaue it me ſo god me ſane 

Fulke fyne it is and therto wele p raue 
This Wyl j gyue the if thou me kyſſe 

This Nicholas was rpſey foꝛ to pyſſe 

And thought he wolde amende alle the iape 
He ſholde kyſſe his ers oꝛ that he ſcape 
and bp the wpndow dyd he haſtely 

And oute his ers he putyth pryuely 

Oueꝛ the buttoche of the ſhanke bone 
And therwith ſpake this clerke ab ſolon 
Spche ſwete byrde h not Where thou art 
a tits Nicholas anone let fe a fart 

as ttrete as it hadde beey a thondre dynt 
That Witt) the ſtroke he w as almooſt p blynt 
And he was redy With his iron hote 

and nycholas ampd the ers he ſmote 

Of goth the ſuynne an hande Þrede aboute 
The hote cultre brende ſohis tonte 

And for the ſmert he wend foꝛ to dye 

ds he were wode foꝛ wo he gan tocrye 

Help wateꝛ wateꝛ help for goddes hert 
This carpentere oute of his ſlombre ſtert 
And herd one cry water as he were wode 
And thought allas no cometh the flode 
He ſet him Þp withoute woꝛ des mo 

And With his a ve he ſmote the coꝛde a two 
And douy goth alle he fonde neytheꝛ to ſelle 
Ne brede ne ale tyl he cam to the ſclle 

B poy the floꝛe and there aſ woun he lay 
By ſtert heꝛ alyſoy and nytholaye 

And crped oute ha rob in the ſt rete 
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The nyghbou res both ſmale and grete 

y ronny foꝛ to ga lbryn on this may 

Chat yet aſſbon tay both pate and way 

#02 With the fatre broſt he hath his arme 
But ſtond he muſt vnto his oWey harme 
ſoz whan he ſpate he was anone Boꝛn douy 
with hende nychotas and aliſoun 

They tolde euery may that he was wode 

So he Was agaſt of noes flood 

Ch rough fantaſye and of his vanpte 

Ge hadde bouttht him knedding tubbes thre 
andbadde them hanged ty the roof aboue 
and that he praped them foz goddes loue 

To ſitten in the roof pat company 

The folhe gay laughey at his fanteſp 

n to the roof they tphpy and they gape 

And turned alle his harm to a tape 

ſoz What ſo euiꝛ this carpentez aunſWerd 
t was foꝛ naught nomay his re ſoy herd 
with othes grete he was ſWoꝛe a douy 

That he was holde Wode 19 alle the toun 

ſtoꝛ euery clethe right anon helde with othe2 
Chey ſayd the man was wode mp leef Brother 
And euery wight gay kaugh at his ſtryf 
Thus ſwyued was the carpenters wif 

j02 aire tis hepyng and atie his ielouſy 

And abſoloy hath kpſſedlez nepttje2 eye 

ano nycholas is ſcałoed in the toute 

This tale is done and god ſaue alle the route 


Here endith the My(cers Tale 
und here begynneth the reues profottue 
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w pan folbe hadde laughey at this nyce caas 
Of abſolon and of hende nycholas 

Dyuerſe folhe diuerſely thy ſapdey 

But foꝛ the more part they lough and pleyden 

Ne at this tali q ſa We nomay him greue 

But if it were onky Oſwaloe the Reue 

Bicauſe he was of carpenterscraft 

A ſytet᷑ Ire ther is ty his ſert the rc taft 

He g in to grutche and blame it a kyte 

Sy thee quod he ful wele g coude tie quyte 

with ble ryng of a proude myllers exe 

f that me kyſt to ſpehe of revaudrpe 

Ht Jam ofde me lyſt nat plep for age 

Gras tyme is done mp fodre is nob fozatte 

This white top Writeth inp olde peres 

My hert alſo moulyd is as my he re is 

But yet fare as doch ay opcy ers 

For that iche frute is tue tentire the wers 

Txyl it be rotyn in mułłohe 0219 ſtre 

ve ofde mey dre de ſo farcy we 

Tyt we be rotpycay we nat be rppe 

we hope al wey While the woꝛlde wil pppe 

For iy oure Wile ther ſtebith cuiz a nayle 

To haue ay hoꝛe hede anda grene tape 

ds hath a leche foꝛ though oure myght be gone 

Oure wil de ſireth foly cu iy one 

J'02 Whay we may do naught thay wille we ſpckey 

yet in oure aſſhen olde fpre is rc hy 

Foure gli des haue we Whiche (f ſt alle deuy ſe 

Auauntyng liyug angre and couetpſe 

Ihe ſe foure ſparhles longith Bnto elde 

Oure oldelymes map we nat be welde 

But wil ne ſhaft nat fayte that is ſoth 
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and yet haue al wey a cołtes totiie 

as many a pere as it was paſſed henne 
Sithen that my tappe of lyf began to renne 
foz ſykerły whay j was bozy anone 

Deth drew the tappe of tyf andtete it gone 
andeutz ſithey hath ſo the tappe ronne 

Tyf that almooſt al empty is the tonne 

The ſt reme of lyf no droppe ti on the chymbe 
The ſely tunge map Wefe rynge andchymbe 
Of brechidneſſe that paſt is fuk poꝛe 

with olde folbe ſaue dotage there is no moꝛe 
whaq that oure hooſt tjadve herd this ſermonpntt 
He gan to ſpetey as loꝛdly as a hing 

and ſayd what amountett at this wytte 
what ſhal we ſpehe al day of holy Writte 
The deuyl made a Reue foꝛ to preche 

©: of a ſoutre a ſyipman oꝛ a tectje 

Say foꝛth thy tate and tarp nat the tyme 

Lo dep foꝛd and it is half Wey to pry ue 

Co grene wiche that many a ſire we is in 

t were alte tyme thy tale foꝛ to begynne 

No b ſires quod this Oſwalde the Reue 
prap pou alle that pe pou nat greue 
Cboutth that Jaunſwere and ſome dele ſette his fol 
02 lefulle is with fozce of ſhow 

This dronkhey Mptfer hath tolde Vs here 
Hob that begyled was a carpentere 
Parauenture in ſcoꝛ for that q am one 

and by pour eue q ſhalle him qupte auone 
Right in his choꝛles termys wyr J ſpete 
prap to godhis necke may toBrcke 

He can Were in myn epe ſe a ſtakhe 

Dutt» his oWy eye he can nat ſe a bathe 
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Bere endith the Reues prologue 
und here begynneth his Tale 
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a T tromppntoy nat fer from camb _ 
There goth a brohe and ouir that a brytte 

V pon the whiche broke ther ſtonte a mylle 

and this is berry ſoth that {ſpon telle 

a myłłeꝛ was there duelling many a dap 

As any pecohe he was proude and gay 

Pype he coude and fyſſhe and nettys bete 

and turne cuppes and wele wraſtp> and ſhete 

And by his belt he bare along pauad 

And of a ſwerd fulke trenchant was the blade 

d ioly poppe: bare he in his pouche 

There was no may foz peryfte durſt him touche 

A ſheffeld thwetyl bare he iy his loſe 

Rounde was his face and camoſed was his noſe 

atſo pylled as ay ape was his ſculle 


The Reues Tale 


Be was a market bettre at the fulle 

Thez durſt no wight hand vpoy him le dge 
That he ne ſwoꝛe anone he ſholde abedge 
A theif he was foꝛ ſothe of cozy and meke 
And that a ſkitth and bſaunt foꝛ to ſtele 
Bis name was y hote depnus Symhyn 
Aa wif he hadde y come of noble kynne 
The parſoy of the toun heꝛ fadre was 
with heꝛ he paf many a panne of braſſe 
ſo: that Symkyn ſhulde in hie blode alye 
She was y foſtred ty a nonrpe 

ſoz Symkyn wolde no wyf as he ſapd 
But if ſhe Were Wele y noꝛyſſhed and a mapde 
To ſaue his eſtate of pemanrye 

And ſhe was proude and pert as a pye 

a fue fapre ſight was dpon them two 

du holyday bifoꝛe heꝛ Wolde he go 

with his tepet ybounde aboute his hede 
and ſje cam after in a gytte of rede 

and Hymbpy hadde hoſen of the ſame 
Theꝛ durſt no wight cle pe heꝛ but da me 
was none ſo hardy that went bp the wep 
Chat with hez durſt ones rage oz pley 
But if he wolde be ſkapy of Symkyn 
with pauade 02 with hnpf 02 bodehpy 
j'02 gelous fofhe Brey parlous euirmo 

Al gates they wolde theyꝛ Wpues wenden ſo 
And ehe al ſo foꝛ ſhe was ſomdele ſmotyrliche 
Obe was as digne as Wate2 in a diche 
and fuk of hocouꝛ and of biſmare 

Heꝛ thought a lady ſhol de heꝛ ſpare 

lat foꝛ heꝛ hpnred and bez noꝛtykrye 
That ſhe habde leꝛned in the nonrye 


v 2 


The Reues Tale 


a dougi te hadde they bit wix them two 

Of twenty pere withoute any moo 
Saupng a childe that was of half pere age 
In cradyk it lap and was a proppꝛ page 
This wenche thiche and wele p grobe was 
with ca moys noſe and eyen grey as glas 
Buttohes brode and breſtes rounde andlipe 
But right fapre Was heꝛ here g wil nat lye 
The parſoy of the toun foꝛ ſhe was faire 

(jy purvos Was to make her his beyre 

Dottje of ts cateł and of his meſſuage 

And ſtraunge he made it of hez mariage 

His purpos was foꝛ to beſtobe tje2tjpe 
Vnto ſo) woꝛthy blode of auncetrp 

Fot holy chirche godes muſt be ſpended 

Oy holy chirche bkode that is deſcended 
Therfoze tje wolde his holy bode honoure 
Though that he holy chirche ſhulde deuoure 
Grete ſol yy hath this mylleꝛ oute of doute 
with whete and malt of alle the ond aboute 
And namely ther was a grete college 

Mey clepith it the ſoleꝛ halle ty Cambritte 
The re was theire whete a che theire malt y ground 
An don a day it happed in a ſtounde 

Seeh tap the mancipfe oy a maladye 

Men wende wi ſely that he ſhulde dye 

Fro whom this mylleꝛ ſtale bothe mefe and cozy 
An hundred tyme moꝛe than he dyd biſoꝛn 
Foz the re bi foꝛe He ſtale but curteſey 

But now he was a thief outratteonſtp 

Foz Whiche the wardeyn chidde and made fare 
But therof ſet the mylleꝛ nat a tare 

He craked boſt and ſwoꝛe it was nat 0 
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Than were there pong ſcolers two 

That duelden in this halle of whiche J ſep 
Teſtyf they were and luſty foz to pley 

and anfp foꝛ theire mprth and reuafrpe 
Ypoy the warden beſily they cry 

To yeue them leue but a lyteł ſtounde 

To go to the mylle and ſe theire coꝛne p grounde 
And hardely they durſt ley thrire neche 

The mylleꝛ ſholde nat ſteke half a pecke 

O fcory bp ſtepttlt ne by foꝛce them reue 
Andat the faſt the wardpy yaue ther leue 
ohn hyght that one and afepy hight that othe⸗ 
Ofa touy were they 6029 that hight ſt rodre 
ſer in the noꝛth (Jcay nat telle Where 

This aleyh maktth re dy alle his gere 

And on ay hoꝛſe the ſacues he caſt anone 
foꝛth goth ale yn the clerbe and ehe John 
with gode ſwerde and bocke2 by his ſpde 

ohn k ne we the wey him nedith no gyde 
und at the mylle the ſaches adoun he leyeth 
atepy ſpake firſt al hayle ſymond in feyth 
Hob farps thy fapre doughteꝛ and thy wyf 
Ae yn wefcom quod Sym yy by mp lyf 

And John al ſo hou now what do pe here 
Symond quod John nede hath no pere 

Him muſt nedes ſerue him ſelue that hath no ſway" 
Oꝛ elles he is a fole as cleꝛhes ſexy 

Oure mancipfe hope he wille be dede 

Do woꝛrkith ap there wangys in his hede 
und ther foꝛe {Jam come and this aleyn 

To grynde oute c029 and carp it home ageyn 
Pray you ſpede vs hens iy that pe map 

t ſhalbe do quod Hpmbpy bp mp fay 
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what wil pe do whiles it is i honde | 
By god right by the hoppeꝛ wille g ſtonde 
Quod ohn and ſe hou tle cozy Goth in 

pet ſaw J neuiz bp mp fadez hyn 

Kow the hoppeꝛ wagges to and fro 

Atcyy aunſwerd Joyy wilt thou ſo 

Than wit J be Gpnetth by mp crouy 

and ſe hou the mele fallith dow 

n tothe trough ſhalbe my diſpoꝛte 

Foꝛ ohn in fepth q map be of pouꝛ ſoꝛte 
gam as euyl a mylleꝛ as been pe 

This mylleꝛ ſmyled of theiꝛ nytyte 

and thought alle this is done but foꝛ a wyle 
ie Wene that nomay map them begyle 
But by mp thrift yet ſhalee Jötere ther2 eye 
j*02 alle theiꝛ ſłight and therre philoſophy 
The moꝛc queynt crahes that they make 

7 be moꝛe ſhafre I ſtele whay 4 take 

in ſtede of ffoure yet wil gyue them Grey 
The ttreteſt clerhes be nat thr wiſeſt mer 
As 11.0 to the wolf thus ſpahe the mare 
O falle theire art necount Jnata tare 
Oute of the doꝛe he goth fulle pryucly 
whay that ße ſawehis tyme ſoftkp 

Ge lubith vᷣp and dony tyl be bath founde 
The ſe clerhes hoꝛſe Where he ſtode y bounde 
Behinde the mylle öndre akeef ſekle 

And to the hoꝛſe he goth faire and wel 

Be ſtripith of the Brpdef rift anone 

And Whay the hoꝛſe was loos he gan to gone 
Tobard the fenne where wWirde marys renne 
Forth Wit) wehy through thiche and thynne 
This mylleꝛ joth apey no Noꝛde he ſapde 
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But doth his note and With the ckerkes played 
Ty that tfſeire cozy was faire and wele grounde 
And whay the mele is ſacked and y bounde 
This gon ttottj foꝛth and fynt his ſoꝛſe a wey 
And gan to crpe harobb and wele awep 

Oure hoꝛſe is looſt aleyn by cockes bones 
Step on thy feet come of may alle at ones 
allas oure wardeyn hath his pal frey loꝛ ne 
This afepy al foꝛgat both mele and coꝛy 

alle was oute of mynde his huſbondrye 

what Whiche Wep is he gone he gay crye 

The wif come rennyng in warde at a renne 
he ſayd allas pour hoꝛſe goth to fenne 

with Wilde marps as faſt as he may go 
Ynthanke come oy his honde that bonde him ſo 
und he that bettez ſholde haue knptte the revne 
afcas quod ohh allas for criſtes pepne 

Cey dony thy ſwerde and J wille myn afſo 

am futte ſwyfte god Wotr as is a roo 

Dp coches ſoule he ſhal nat a ſcape Vs bathe 

Why ne hadde thou put the capke in the lath 


Nee hayle be god aleyn thou art a fonne 


Theſe ſely clerbes haue Wele faſt y ronne 
Coward the fenne both ale yy and ehe John 
And whay the Mptcez ſal they Were a{too! 
He half a buſſhel of theire floure hath tak: e 
And badde his wif go hnedde it ty a cate 
He ſayde j trowe the cleꝛbes were a ferde 
Vet can a mylleꝛ mahe a clerhes herd 

102 alle theiꝛ art yet let then go thire Wey 
do Where they goon ſo lette the children ply 
They ge tte him naught ſo lightly by my crow 
Cheſe ſely cleies rennyy dp and dow) 
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with kepe kepe ſtond ſtonde Joſſa ioſſa ware derere 
Go wiyſtplte thou there and g ſhatle hepe him here 
But ſhoztkp tyt᷑ it was berplp nx(tht 

They coude nat thoutth they dyd alle theire mygũ t 
They: capyl cache they ray al bey ſo faſt 

Tyl in a diche they cau{ifit lim at the faſt 

wery and weet as beſt is in the rapy 

Comptt johy tte ckere and with him aleyn 

atta s quod gon the dap that q was bozy 

Now are we drpuey tpk hethyn and tyl ſcozy 
Oure coꝛn is ſtoke men Wille bs foules calle 

Both the wardepy and out felo les alle 

and namely the Myller Wel a wey 

Thus pkepnettj ohn as te goth by the wap 

Toward the mylle and baperd iy his honde 

The mylteꝛ ſyttyng by the fpre he fonde 

For it was nxitht and ferthez . they nauttht 
But foꝛ the loue of god they him beſouttht 

Of he rboꝛough and of eaſe as foꝛ theire peny 
Che mylleꝛ ſapde apen if tler be any 

Suche as it is pet ſuatle pe haue poure part 

My houſe is ſtretyt but pe haue lernyd art 

pe can by atgumentes mabey a pace 

a myle brode of twenty foot of ſpace 

Let ſe nob if this place wol ſuffiſe 

Oꝛ mahe it romeꝛ with ſpeche as is poure gyſe 
Now ſpmond ſayd this John by ſeint cutkerd 

Ay art thou merp and that is Wełe aunſwerd 
haue herd ſap mey ſhal take of two thinges 
Suche as he fyndes 02 ſuche as he bꝛinges 

But ſpecialty (4 pray the hooſt ſo dere 

Gette bs ſom mete and drinbe and make bschere 
And we wol pay truly at the fulte 
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with empty hondes men may nat bawhes tutfe 
Co here my ſylueꝛ redy foꝛ to ſpende 

This Mylteꝛ to the toun his doughteꝛ ſende 
Fo ale and brede and roſted them a goos 
and bond theire hoꝛſe he ſholde no moꝛe go loos 
And in his olby chambre he nade a bidde 

with ſhetys and with chafons faire y ſpredde 
Hat from his oWy bedde ten fote 02 twelue 
Bis doutthte2 hadde a bedde al by heꝛ ſelue 
Right in the ſame chambre by and bp 

t myght be no bet and cauſe whp 

Ther was no rome2lerbo2zoW in the place 
They ſoupey and ſpehey them of ſolace 

and oronhey cui2 ſtrong ate at the Leſte 
Aboute mydnyght went they to reſte 

Wele bath this Mylkeꝛ bernyſſhed his hede 
Fulle pate he Was for dronhe and nat rede 
He ye vith andhe ſpehith through the noſe 

As he were ty the quacke 0219 the poſe 

Co bedde he goth and with him goth his wi 
as any gay was ſye ligit and iolyf 

Do was her ioty whyſtyl wele p wette 

Che cradyl at hez beodes feet Was ſette 

Co rocken and to eue the childe ſoube 

and whan that dawhpy was in the crolbhe 
To hedde Went the donut) tc2 rictlt anone 

To bedde went aleyn and atſo gohn 

There nas nomoze thez nedith chem nodwake 
This ꝙylte bath ſo wyſely bybbed ale 
Chat as ah hoꝛſe he ſnoꝛteth and ſirepc 

Ne ofhio tape behinde he toohe no hehe 

Bis wif bare him a burdon fülle ſtrong 

Men mygſßt here routyng therty a fürkong 
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The wenche ro\tcd eke paz company 
Afepy the clerhe that hard this melody 
He poked John and ſayde ſlepeſt thou 
Bardpſt thou euiꝛ ſuche a ſong oꝛ now 
Co wh iche a coplyng is at wene them alle 
1 wylde fyre bpoy theiꝛ bodies falle 

who he rde euiꝛ ſuche a farly thyng 

pe they ſhalhaue the floure of alle cuykendyng 
Chis long nyght theꝛ tyd me no reſt 

Hut yet no foꝛce alle ſhatbe for the beſt 
Fo: john ſapde alr yy ſo mot g thrpue 

If that may pon Wpnche wyl g ſwyue 
Som eaſement hath la we ſhapen Bs 

ſor j091 ther is a la we that ſepeth thus 
Chat if a ma iy one thing be aggreued 
That iy a notijeꝛ je ſtatbe refeupd 

Oure coꝛn is ſtole ſothly it is no nay 
and we haue hadde ay cupk fyt to day 
and ſithey J ſhalhaue noh amendement 
atapns mp loſſe (5 wylle haue ea ſement 
Dp coches ſoule it ſhal none otheꝛ Ge 
This john aunſ werd afepy auyſe the 
This mylleꝛ is a par. ous may he ſayde 
andif that he oute of his ſet pe abrayde 
He mpttht do vs bothe a vylony 

Afepy aunſwerd Jcount him naught a fly 
And bp he rooſe and hy the wenche he crept 
This wenche lay vp right and faſt ſkept 
Tl he ſo nygh was oz ſhe myght a ſpy 
That it hadde be to late foꝛ tocrye 

And ſhoꝛtly foꝛ to telle they were at one 
Nob pfep afepy foꝛ ij wyl ſpehe of ohh 
This gh lie th ſtylie a Teng Wey 02 tro 
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and to him ſelue he made reuthe and wo 

allas quod he this is a wicked iape 

NQob may ſap that Jam but ay ape 

pet hath mp fela we ſom what foz his harme 

He hath the Myllers doughteꝛ in his arme 

He antred him and hath his nedys ſpedde 

and g ly as a draf ſache in mp bedde 

and whay this iape is tolde a notheꝛ dap 

3 ſgacde holde a daſſe a col ney 

wyl aryſe and auntre it by my fayth 

Vnhardy is bn ſely thus men ſepth 

and bp he roos and ſoftly he went 

Vnto the cradyk and in his arm it hent 

Und bare it ſoft ůutohis beddes fete 

Sone aftyꝛ the wif bez routyng feet 

and gay awake and went her oute to pyſſe 

And cam attepy and ttay her czadel myſſe 

And groped here and there but ſhe fonde none 

aftas quod ſhe g hadde almooſt mpſttone 

Hadde al mooſt goon to the clerhes bedde 

Op benedicite than hadde g foule ſpedde 

und foꝛth ſhe went tyl ſte the cradyl fond 

Oe gropith alwey fortheꝛ With her hond 

And fonde the bedde and thought but gode 

Pycauſe that the cradyt by it ſtode 

and nyſt where ſhe was foꝛ it was derke 

Und fayre and wele ſbe crept bnto the clerhe 

And liech ful ſtylle and wold haue caught a ſtepe 

within a while this John vp leep 

And on this gode wif he leyeth oh ſoꝛe 

So merp a fptte ne hadde ſhe yoꝛe 

Hep ryched hard and ſoꝛe as he Were madde 
Chis ioly lyf haue thies two clerbesladde 
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Tyt that tle thridde coche began to ſyng 
Ale yn we xt we ry in the da wunyng 

For he had ſwynhen alle the kong ny(the 
And ſayd fare wele malyn ſwete Wight 
The dap is com {5 map no tengeꝛ bpde 
pet euit moꝛe Were ſog go oꝛ rpde 

am thyn oben cle re ſohaue g hete 
Nob dere lemman quod ſtje go fare wee 
But oꝛ thou go o thing (4 Wyk the telle 
when that thou wendeſt hom ward by the mylte 
Right at the entre of ttje doze bende 

Chou ſhaft a cake of half a buſſyhefle ſpnde 
Chat was made of thpy oWne meke 

Wh iche that of holped mp ſpre fox to ſtele 

And gode kemman god the ſane and hepe 

And with that woꝛde almooſt ſhe gan to wepe 
Alen vpriſt and thought oz that it da w 

j wutte gocrepe in by mp fela we 

And fond the cradpt with his hond anone 

Be god thought he alle wrong haue g gone 

Mp hede is toty of my ſÞpnke to nyttlit 

That mahitij me that ij go nat a right 

wote wele by the cradpt g haue myſgoo 

Here lietij the Mylleꝛ and his wif alſo 

And foꝛth he goth a twenty deuyl way 

Jy to the bed there the pile ley 


He wend haue cropen in by his fela lw Hohn 
And bp the mpffe2 in he crept a none 

And caught him by the neche and ſoft ſpahe 
He ſayde thou John thou ſwyneſhede awaize 
foꝛ criſtes ſoule and here a noble game 

ſoz by that ford that called is ſepnt Jame 

as Jhaue th ries in tis ſhozte nyght 
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Swyued tle myllers doutt{te2 bolt vp right 
whiles thou haſt as a cowarde he agaſt 

ye falſe larlot quod the mylleꝛ haſt 
a fals traptoure fats clerne quod fe 

Thou ſſjałt be dede bp goddes dignyte 

who durſt be ſo Bolde to diſperage 

Mp dougſite that is of ſucue kynage 

and by the th rote bolle lie caugyt atepy 

And he hent him diſpitouſty agapy 

und on the noſe he ſmote hum watt his fyſt 
Dou zan the body ſtreme Hp on his breeſt 
and in the floꝛe With noſe and mouth to Broke 
They walobbed as pigges dooy ty the poke 
And vp they (fone and douy agapne anone 
Tyl that the Mylleꝛ ſpoꝛned at a ſtone 

And douh he felle ban ward on his wif 

That wiſt no thing of this nyce ſtryf 

ſo ſtje was falle a ſteep atpteC wight 

with Jon the ckerkec that wached had al np{tht 
Und with the falle oute of heꝛ ſtepe the brapde 
Help holy croos of bromehouie ſhe ſapde 

n ma nus tuas to the koꝛd i calłe 

Awake ſymond the funde is on me falſe 

My hert is broken help h am but dede 

There kieth one oy mp womBe and on my hede 
Help Symhyn fox the fals cdlerhes fight 

This gohn ſtert vp as faſt as he myght 

And groped bp the walles to and fro 

To fynde a ſtaf and ſhe ſtert vp alſo 

4nd hnewe the efters bet thay dyd this John 
And bp the walle a ſtaf ſhe tote anone 

And ſawe alytel ſhymeryng of a light 

Vr at an liole in ſhone the mone brittht 
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And by that light ſhe ſa we them bothe two 
Vut ſyberly ſhe npſt Who was who 

And as ſic f al a White thing in hez eye 

And whan ſ\je cay this white thing aſppe 
he wende the glerbe hadde wered a Lokupere 
and with the ſtaf ſhe drewe ay nere and nere 
And haue hyt this afepy at the fulle 

And ſmote the mx lier oy the pylde ſcul 

and douy he goth and cryed hazow g dye 

The clerles vete him Wete and keet him lye 
And dreſſed them aud tobe their hoꝛſe anone 
and che their mete and on theire wey they gone 
And at the mplie Toze pit the toke theire cahe 
Of half a buſſyet floure Well p bake 

© us is the proude mylleꝛ Wele p bete 

And hath y loſt the gryndyng of the whete 
and papeo for the ſoupez euerpdcke 

Of afepy and of gohn that bete him wele 

1519 Wif is ſwyued and his doughtez als 

Vo ſuche it is a mylleꝛ to be fals 

And therto this prouerbe is ſayde fulle ſoth 
Hin dare nat Wene wele that euyl Toth 

A gytouꝛ ſhalte him ſelue begyled be 

Ano god that ſytteth high in mageſte 

Saue al this companp grete and ſmake 
Thus haue ij quyte the mylleꝛ in my tale 


Bere endyth the Reues tale 


And here begynneth the Cokes prokogue 


© Fe Coobe of london While tbe reue ſpate 
Foz ioyt he thought he la ed ſ im on the babe 
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16a quod he foz criſtes oWy paſſioun 

This myllere hath a ſharp conckuſiouy 
pon his argument of herbegage 

wele ſoth ſayde Sala mon in his kangage 

Ne bringe nat euery may in thy Houſe 

ſorberBourpntt by nyght is pa rlous 

we ke outzh t a may auyſed foꝛ to be 

whom that he bring into his pryuptpe 

pray to god to peue me ſoꝛobb and care 

if euiꝛ ſithen J hight hodge of Ware 

gerd J mylleꝛ bet y ſet a Werke 

Be hadde a tape of malice iy the derbe 

But goddes foꝛbede that we ſtpntpy here 

And ther foꝛe if ye wouch ſauf to here 

7 tale of me that am a poure nay 

wol pou teffe as wele as ſcary 

a lytel tape that felle iy oure cpte 

Oure hooſt aunſwerd and ſapde I graunt it the 

Nob telte oy Rotte 2 lobe that it be gode 

ſoꝛ many a paſty haſt thou let blode 

Ind many a iache of douyꝛ laſt thou ſolde 
That hadde beey t wyes hote and t pes colde 

Of many a pylgrame haſt thou criſtes curſe 
ſoꝛ of thy perſekp pet fare they the Wers 
That they haue eten with the ſtubbed goos 
ſoꝛ 19 thy ſhoppe is many a flye loos 

Howe telle oy gentyl Rogeꝛ be thy name 
But Jprap the be nat wrothe foꝛ game 

may map ſap fulle ſothe ty game and play 
ou ſapſt ſoth quod Rogeꝛ by mp fap 

ut ſoth pkep quade pley as the flemyng ſayth 

id therfoze harry bally by thy fayth 

ga thou nat Wroth oꝛ We departen here 
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Tſouſſ that my tale be of an hoſtyllere 

But neuirtheleſſe j wpk nat telle it pet 

But oz we departe g wis thou ſhalt be quytte 
And ther withalle he lough and made chere 
und ſeyd his tale as ye ſhal aftez here 


Here endith the Cokes prologue 
und begynneth his Tale 


& Prentpes whilom duelt in oure cyte 
Of craft of Pptalkers was he 
as gayland he was as golde fynche in the ſhawe 
Broun as a berp a propre ſhort fela we 
with loches y hempt ful fetouſtp 
Daunce be coude wele and iolyly 
Than he wasc>eped parhpy reuckoure 
He was as fulle of loue and paramoure 
de in the hyue fulle of hony ſwete 
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wele was the wenche that with him myßht ſtepe 
and at euery brpdate wolde he ſynge and hoppe 
andfoned bettyꝛ the nethiz ende than the ſhoppe 
Cor whey ther any rydyng was ty chepe 

Oute of the ſhoppe thideꝛ Wolde he lepe 

Tyl that he hadde alle the ſight pſepy 

and daun ſed wele he wolde nat come aper 
And gadred him a menpe of his ſozte 

To hoppe and ſyng and mahe ſuche diſpoꝛte 
nd there they ſet ſteuene foꝛ to mete 

To pleyen at the dyſe iy ſuche a ſtrete 

ſoꝛ in the toun Was there no prentyſe 

That fapre2 coude caſt a pepre of dyſe 

Thay Pazbpy coude and therto he was fre 

Of his diſpence in place of prpuete 

That fonde his mapſtere Wete in his chaffare 
#02 oftyme he fonde his boy ful bare 

ſoꝛ ſhoꝛtly a prentpce that is a reuekoure 
Chat hauntith dyce riotte and paramoure 
His mapſtez ſhalce it in his ſhoppe abye 

Al haue he no parte of the mynſt rat ſye 

or thift and ꝛiotte they been conuertible 

Al can he pley on ttetery 02 re hyble 

Renet and trouthe as in a lob degree 

They be fukce Wrothe alday as men may ſe 
This ioly prentyte With his mapſtere ſtode 
yl he Was nitth oute of his prentyſhode 

At Here he ſnybbed bothe arefp andfate 

And ſumtymelledde With reuet to Hewgate 
But at the eaſt his mapſte2 him bethought 
ah oy a dap Whay he his pape: ſouttht 

1poy a prouerbe that ſapeth this ſame Woꝛde 
wite bet is rottyh aput oute of hoꝛde 
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Thay that he roten alle the the remanaunt 
So farith it bp a riottous ſeruaunt 

t is ful laſſe harme to let him paſſe | 

Than he ſholde alle the ſeruauntes in the place 
Ther foꝛe hie mayſter yaue him a quyttaunce 
And bad him go with ſoꝛowe and myſchaunce 
and thus this ioly prentpce hadde lis leue 
Nob let him riotte ałle tije nygiit oꝛ leue 
And there is no thief withoutey a lolbhe 
That hełpithj him to waſte and to ſowhe 

Of that he brybe can 02 bozo map 

Anone he ſent his bedde and his arrape 
Vntoa compere of his oÞne ſoꝛte 

That louethj dpcc ryotte and diſpoꝛte 

And hadde a wyf that helde foꝛ contenattnce 
d ſhoppe and ſwyued foꝛ her ſuſtenauuce 


Here endith the Cohes Tale 
and begynneth tte may of la wes profottue 


o Vsre hooſt ſawe wele that by the brittht ſonne 
The aꝛke of bis artificialte day is ronne 

The fourthe part and half ay oure and moze 

And though he were nat depeſt ſtert in koꝛe 

Be wyſt weke it was the vviit dap 

Of aprylle that is meſſangere to may 

And ſale wele that the ſhado be of euecy tre 

Was as in lengith of the ſame quantyte 

That was the body erecte that cauſed it 

And therfoꝛe by the ſhadowe he tohe his witte 

That phebus Whiche that ſhone ſo clere and britt5t 

Degrees was vlõ clomben oy hight 

and foꝛ that day as in latitude 


The May of (a wes prolot ue 


Jt was ten of the ckocke he gan conckude 

and ſodenfp he plight his hoꝛſe aboute 
Cozdinttes quad he g warne pou alle the route 
The fourth part of this day is gone 

Nob foꝛ the four of god and ſeint John 

Le ſe no tyme as ferfoꝛtſj as pe map 


Loꝛdynges the tyme waſtith bothe nyght and day 


and ſtekith fro ds what prpuetp ſteppntt 

Ind what thrugh nefffefence iy oure wathintf 

as dot!) the ſtreme that turneth neui2 agayy 

Deſcending fro the monte yn into the prayn 

wele can ſenequphe and many a phifoſophez 

Be waylen tyme moꝛe than golde in cofre 

#02 loſſe of catel map recoue red be 

But loſſe of tyme ſhendpth vs quod he 

t wil nat come apey withouten drede 

Nomoꝛe tha wit mathpns maoynhede 

han that ſhe bath in bez wauntoneſſe 

Cet bs nat moWfpy thus in del neſſe 

# pre man of la b qnod he ſo qaue pe bliſſe 
Tel vs a tale anone as foꝛ ward is 

pe be ſubmpytted through poure fre aſſent 

To ſtond ty this caſe to my huge ment 

acqupte pou nol» of youre beheeſt 

Chah haue ye do youre deuoure at the leeſt 

Hooſt quod he depardieup ie aſſent 

To brehe foꝛ ward it is nat myyentent 

Beheſt is dette and g wolde holde fayn 

Alte my beheeſt J can no bettre ſapy 

ſoz ſuche lawe as may geuyth ay other wittht 

He ſhulde him ſelue vᷣſe it bp rigtjt 

Thus Wok oure tevt but neuirtheleſſe ce rtapne 

cd rigijt noW no thrifty tale ſepy 
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Than Chauceꝛ thougſj he can but kewdkp 
On me tres 02 on rymyng craftekp 
Natl) ſapd them in ſuche engliſſhe as he can 
Of olde tymes ae hnolbith many a may 
andifhe ne hath nat ſapde them leue Grothez 
y one boke he hath ſapde them in one otfez 
jtoꝛ tie hathj tolde of louers vp and doun 

Mo thay Ouyd made of mencioin 

hy his epiſtekles that been fulle olde 

what ſholde j telle them ſithen they be tolde 
j youthe he made of Ceys of alcion 

And ſith he hath ſpokey of tue richoy 

The ſe noble Wyues and thies noble coners ehe 
who ſo that wol his large dolu me ſehe 
Cleppd the ſapntes{pues of cupyde 

There map he ſe the large woundes WÞpde 

Of Lucreſſe and of babpkone tyſby 

Che ſwerde of dpdo ſoꝛ the fals Ene 

Che tre of phul es foꝛ hez demoplioy 

Che plapnte of dpanere and of hermeon 

© f adrpane andeke of pſiphile 

Che barzepy yle ſlondyng in the ſee 

The dreynt liandre foꝛ her erz 

The terys of Glepne and ehe the wo 

Of Briſeyde and of Lacedomea 

The cruełte of the quene medea 

@ be lyꝛel children hanging by the halſe 

ſo: tijy ga ſon that Was of loue ſo falſe 

G pyrmyſt ra pe nolope and alceſte 

youre wifhode comendyng with the beſt 
But certapnfy no woꝛde Writh he 

Of that wicked enſample of Canace 

That loued heꝛ obne brothez ſyn fully 


Of bhiche curſed ſtories J ſap fp 
Oꝛelles of Tyrus appolonius 

Hob that the curſed hing Antiochus 
Beraft his doughteꝛ of ez madynhede 
That is ſo hoꝛrible a tale foꝛ to rede 

whay he heꝛ threW vpoy the paue ment 
and ther fore he fulle of aupſement 

wol de neuiꝛ Write ih none of his ſermons 
Of ſuche önhinde abhompnacions 

Ne wil nat reherſe if that J may 

But of my tale what ſhutde doo this dap 
Me Were fullelothe be lyhened doutkes 
Co myſes that men clepe pperides 

NM: thamozphoſcos wote what mene 
But neuirthekeſſe rech nat a bene 


The may of ka wes prologue 


Though Icom afteꝛ him with haue we bake 


ſypche ty proſe and let him rymes make 
And with that wozde he with a ſobre chere 
Vegan his tale as ye ſhalle afteꝛ here 


Be re endith the may of faves profotte 


Andhere bettpnnett] his tale 
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The man of kawes Take 


o hatefulle harme con dic ton of pouert 
with thriſt colde and hungere ſoꝛe con founded 

To aſheyhitpe the ſhameth in thyn hert 
f thou none aſhe With nede art thou Wounded 
That Lerrp nede bnWrappith at thy woundes hid 
Magre thpy hede thou muſt foꝛ indigence 
Oꝛ ſtele 02 begge 02 bozowe thyy diſpence 

Thou bla myſt criſt and ſaxeſt fulle bitterly 
He mys departeth riches tempoꝛ alle 
hy nptthboure thou witeſt ſin fully 
and ſayeſt thon haſt to lyte and he hath alle 
Parfay ſayeſt thou ſomtyme he rebpy ſhalle 
lo han that his tayle ſhal brenne ty the glede 
foꝛrhe nat helpith the nedefuffe ty tteire nede 1 

Herbe What is the ſentence of the Wiſe | 


Vet is to dyen thay to haue indigence 
hy ſekue nyghbouꝛ Wot the de ſpyſe =. 
thou be poure faze Wele thy reuerence l 
pet of the Wiſemaytake this ſentence 0 
Chat alle the daits of poure mey beey Wiche f 


Ve ware therof oꝛ thou com to the pryche Y 
f thou be poure thy brodeꝛ hatyth the f 
And alle thy frendes fle fro the alkas 
O riche marchauntes fulle of wele pe be 
O nobce o prudent folke as iy thiscaas T 
pou: bagges be nat fylled with ambes aas | T 
Wa 
Jp 
Un 


But with ſyce ſpnke that rennyth ty pou chaunte 
Atcriſtemaſſe merp map ye daunce 


pe ſchpy ond and ſte foꝛ pouz wynnynges 
n 


And as Wiſe fokhe pe hnobe alle the ſtate 
Of reignes. pe becy faders of tydinges You 
And tales botle of peaſe andof debate To 


Þ were rx{t now of a tale de ſclate 
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Nere that a marchaunte gone is many a pere 
qe taught a tale the whiche that ye ſhalte here 
iN ſurry whilom duelt a company 
Ofchapmen riche and therto ſadde and trewe 
That wyde were ſentey theire ſppcerp 
Clothes of golde and ſatpy riche of bewe 
Theire chaffare was ſo truſty and ſo newe 
That euery Wight hath deynte to chaffare 
with them and eke to ſelley them theire ware 
Nob fel it that the mapſters of the ſoꝛte 
haue ſijapey them to Rome foꝛ to wende 
were it foꝛ chapmanhede oꝛ foꝛ diſpoꝛte 
None otheꝛ meſſage wolde they thideꝛ ſend 
Dut cam theire ſelue to Rome this is the ende 
and in ſuche place as thought them auauntatze 
#02 theire entent they taten theiꝛe herbygage 
Soioꝛned haue thiſe marchauntes in that toun 
a certapy tyme as fyl for theire pkfeſaun;ce 
But ſo bifyk that the excellent renoun 
Of the © mperours douttltez dame conſtance 
Reported was with eue ry circumſtaunce 
Vnto thies ſurꝛiens marchauntes in ſuche Wiſe 
Fro day to day as) ſhalte you deupſe 
This was the comen Vopce of euery man 
Oure Smperouꝛe of Rome god him ſe 
a doughter hath that ſith the Woꝛlde began 
Corehey as wele bez goodneſſe as heꝛ beautye 
Was neui ſuche a notheꝛ as was ſhe 
pray to god in honoure heꝛ ſuſtepne 
Und wolde ſte were of alle europe the quene 
i heꝛ is high Beaute withoute pryde 
youthe Withoute gref 02 folye 
Co ale heꝛ werkes Lertne is her gyde 
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Rumble neſſe hath ſrapne ih he2 al tprannye 
She is a mpr2oure of alle curteſpe 
Her hett is Verzp chambre of holyneſſe 
Heꝛ hond mpnpſtez of fredom foꝛ atmeſſe 
And alle this voys is ſoth as god is trewe 
But noW to purpos ket ve turne aftapy 
Thiſe marchantes haue do fraught the 2 ſhippes new 
and whay they haue the bliſ ful mady ſeyn 
Home to ſurry been they went agayn 
And done theire nedes as they haue do pore 
And lyuey in wele (Jcay ſap nomoze 
Nob fxyłit that theſe marchauntes ſtode iy grace 
Of him that was the ſowdey of ſurzye 
02 whan that they cam fro any ſtraunge place 
He wolde him ſelue of his benygne curteſp 
Hahe them gode chere and beſily aſppe 
T"pdinttes of ſondrp realmes for tohere 
The Wondres that they mpttht ſe 02 here | 
Amonge othe2 thinges ſpecially BY 
The marchauntes haue tofde of dame Cuſtaunce 3 
Do ttrete noble neſſe iy erneſt ſeriouſyp 
That this ſowdah hath caught ſogrete ple ſaunce } 
Tobanebez figure iy his remembraunce 1 
That alle his \nſt and alle his beſp cure | 
was foꝛ to loue hez Whites that his lyf ma y dure 1 
Parauenture ty that large Boke 1! 
Whiche men clepe the heuyn y writte was C 
With ſterꝛes 02 that he his birth tohe 
That he foꝛ fone ſjulde haue his dethe allas 
ſor in the ſterꝛes c{ere2 than is the glas 
s writen god wote who ſocoude it rede 
The deth of eue ry may withouten drede 
In ſterzes many a wynteꝛ there bifoꝛn 
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was Write the deth of hectoꝛ and achilkes 
Of pompey (Jukpus 02 they were bozy 
The ſtryf of Thebes and of hercules 
Of Hampſon Turnus and ſocrates 
The deth. but mennps wyttes be ſo dulle 
That no wight cay rede it at the fulle 
This ſowday foꝛ his pryue counſepk ſent 
1nd ſhortly oy this matere foꝛ to paſſe 
He hath to them deckaredhis entent 
and ſayd them certepy but he myght haue grace 
Fo haue Cuſtaunce within a lytet ſpace 
Ke nas but dede and charged them on hye 
To ſhape foꝛ him ſom remedp 
Dyuerſe men dpucrfe thinttes ſapdey 
They argumentes caſtcy bp and douy 
Many a ſubtef reſo! ſoꝛth they layden 
They ſpabe of magyhe and abuſioun 
And fynally as in that conckuſioun 
They cay nat ſe in that none auauntage 
hy none othc2 Wep ſaue ty mariage 
TVay ſawe they there ty ſuche difficultye 
By Wap of reſoy to ſpeke alle playy 
Dicauſe that ther was ſuche dpuerſite 
Bit lbiyt thetre both la Wes that they ſayn 
They trowe that nocriſten prynce Wolde fayne 
Wedden his childe Vndee oure falves ſkwete 
That ds was tautzht by maljound the prophete 
And he aunſWered them rather than Jkeſe 
Tuſtaunce J wil becriſtened doutkes 
moot be herys q may none other cheſe 
prap you holde youre argumentes in peaſe 
Dau tl mp lyf and be nat recheleſſe 
Co getyn ticz that bath my lyf in cure 


epi 
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froꝛ in this Woo'J map nat long endure 
what nedith grete dylatacioun 
ſay bp tretyſe and enbaſſettrye 
and by the popes mediacioua 
And alte the chirche and alle the chenatrye 
Chat in diſt rnctiouy of maumentrpe 
And in encreſſe of criſtes la We deze 
They bee accoꝛded ſoas pe ſhalle here 
hob that the ſoWdey and his Garonatte 
And alle his lieges ſhulde criſtened be 
And he ſhal haue Cuſtaunce ty marriage 
Andcertapy golde h not what quantite 
And therto founde they ſufficient ſurete 
The ſame accoꝛde was ſWo2y iy either ſyde 
Nob faire cuſtaunce almygijty god the gyde 
Nobb wolde ſom meh wene as  tteſſe 
That jſtofoe teste ałłe the purueaunce 
That the S mperouz of his grete nobfencſſe 
Bath ſhapen for his doughte ꝛe dame cuſt aunce 
wele map meyhnobb that ſo grete oꝛdenauntce 
May nomay telle ty a lytel cauſe 
as Was araped fo2 ſohigh a cauſe 
Diſſhoppes beey ſhapey with heꝛ for to Wen de 
Cordesfadies hnyghtes of grete renoun 
and otheꝛ foche pnoutth this is the ende 
And notifped is oute though the touy 
That euery Wittht with grete deuociouy 
Sholde prape criſt that he this mariage 
Reſceyue in gre and ſpede this piage 
The day is com of heꝛ departyng 
ſay the wofufke dap fatalle is come 
That there may be nolengeꝛ tariyng 
But foꝛ ward ttjep dreſſe them alle and ſor 
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Cuſtaunte that was With ſozow alle ouircom 
fulle pale ariſeth and dreſſith hez to wende 
ſoz wele ſhe wote there is none othez ende 
altas what wondre it is though ſhe wept 
That ſhal be ſent to ſtraunge nacioun 
fro frendes that heꝛ ſo tende ily kept 
And to be bounde Vndre ſubtecttony 
Of one ſhe hnoWith nat the condicionn 
Huſbondes been alle gode and haue be poze 
That hnoWe wyues j daꝛ ſap nomoze 
Fadre ſhe ſayde thy Wreched childe cuſtaunce 
Thy yong doughteꝛ foſt red vp ſo ſoft 
Und ye mp modre my ſouerapy pie ſaunce 
Oueꝛ alle thing oute tahe criſt on lofte 
Cuſtaunce youre childe heꝛ recomaundeth of te 
Vnto pouz grace foꝛ Iſhałłe to Suꝛrye 
Ne ſhalle g neun ſee you moꝛe With eye 
Alfas bᷣnto the barbarphe naciouy 
muſt anone ſithey that it is youre wille 
But criſt that dyed oure redempcio un 
So yeue me grace his heſtys to ful fille 
breched woman no foꝛce though ſpylle 
women are boꝛn to th raldo and penaunce 
und to be öndre mannps gouernaunce 
trobbe at troye whay turnus braune the Ware 
Of gion noꝛ rent was Thebes the cyte 
Le at Rome foꝛ the harme trough Hanpbatle 
Chat Romayns hadde benquyſſhed tymes thre 
Las herd ſuche tendre wepyng foz pyte 
as Was the chambre foꝛ heꝛ departyng 
But foꝛth ſhe mot whether ſhe wepe 02 ſyng 
O firſt moupnttcruek firmaruent 
Vit) thy dyurnallẽ fwectb that crowdeſt alke 
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And hurtfiſte af fro ſt to occident 
That naturally we lde holde a notheꝛ Wep 
Thy croudpng ſet tie heupy in ſuche array 
At the begynnyng of this fiers biage 
That crueł mars hath ſcapy this marriage 
O infoꝛ tuuat aſcendaunt toꝛtuous 
Of wyhiche the loꝛd is helples falle allas 
Oute of his angle into the thridde houſe 
O mars 00ccita ſez as in this caas 
O feble mone bnhappp be thy paas 
Chou h nettyſt the there thou art nat ie ſceyued 
There thou Were wele fro thens art thou Wepupd 
Imprudent S mpezouze of Rome altas 
Was there no phifoſophre ty tip toui 
o no tyme bettre ttjay a nothe2 iy this caas 
Of viages is there none ełectioun 
12a mc>p to foche of high condictouy 
Nat Way a rote ts of a birtije p hnowe 
Alas We beey to fe ode andeltes to ſłolb 
To ſqippe is brought this woful fapre mayde 
Solempneiy With cut ry circumſtaunce 
No b geſu criſt be with pou alle ſhe ſapde 
There is no moꝛe Gut fare Wcte fapre cuſtaunce 
She peyneth her ſelf to make gode contenaunce 
And foꝛth Jet bez ſayle in this ma nere / 
Ano turne ayty j wille to my matere 
The mode2 of the ſoWday Wetfe of ices 
Aſpyed hath bez ſonnys playyentent 
{owe he wolde le te his ol de ſacrifices 
And right anone ſte foz bez toun ſeyl ſent 
And they cam tohnoWe What ſhe ment 
And whay aſſembled was this folhe ty fere 
Sbe ſette hez douy and ſayd as ye ſhalle here 
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Cordinttes quod ſhe pe knoWe welke euerichone 
ol that mp ſonne is in poynte foꝛ tolete 
Tie holy ta wes of oure alcaꝛ0n 
reuen by goddes meſſangere machomete 
But on 4 vo be to the grete god J hete 
Che tpf ſhalle rathez oute of my body ſtert 
O machometes la bbe go oute of mp hert 
wat ſhuld bs tyden of this nee la we 
Dut th raldom to oure body and penaunce 
And afterward ih helle to be drawe 
#02 We rene Wed mabouy oure creaunce 
But tozdes Wit pe make aſſuraunce 
is ſhal ſap aſſentyng to my toze 
und g ſzatte mate vs ſauf for euirmoꝛe 
Chey ſwoꝛh and aſſentydeuery may 
Totyue With heꝛ and dye and bphez ſtonde 
und eueriche in the beſt wiſe that he cah 
Co ſtrengith hez ſhal his frendes fonde 
do ſhe that hath this empryſe take on honde 
Miche yt ſhal here as g ſhal venpſe 
and to them alle ſtie ſpatte ty this wiſe 
we ſhar firſt faynecriſtendome to take 
Lode water ne ſhal vs greue but a lyte 
and gſhal ſuche a feſt anda rcurk make 
Chat as jtrowe i ſhat the ſowday;qupte 
Fo2 tough his wif becriſtened neuiz ſo White 
Je ſhat haue nede to waſſhe away the rede 
Chougi ſhe a fonte fue of water Witt heꝛ kede 
 joWdannes rote of iniquite 
Virago thou ſamartay the ſeconde 
i) [crpent Vndre femenynpte 
ptyhe bnto the ſerpent depe in helle p bon nde 
O feyned woman alte that may confounde 
[ t 
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Yerfue aud Innocence through thy malice 
p bredis in the as neſt of euerp vpce 
O ſathay enupous ſithey that dap 
That thou were chaſed from oure heritage 
wele hnoWeſt thou to women tlie olde wey 
Thou madeſt eua to bring vs ty ſeruage 
Thou wolde foꝛdone this criſten mariage 
Chyn inſtrument ſo wele awey the While 
Mahyſt thou of women Whay thou wilt begyle 
This ſolbdoneſſe hom q bla me and warp 
Lete pryuely heꝛ counſept go theiꝛ Wey 
What ſhufde lengeꝛ in this tale tarp 
She rideth to the foWday oy a dap 
And ſapd tohim that ſhe wolde renpe her lay 
und criſtendome of preſtes honde fontte 
Repentyng her that ſhe hethen was ſolongze 
Beſeching him to do heꝛ that bonoure 
That ſhe my ght haue the criſten folke to feeſt 
To płeaſey them 5 wil do my laboure 
he ſoWday ſayeth q Wil do at youre heſt 
Und hncling thanhedhes of that requeſt 
So glade he was he nyſt What to ſap 
She kyſſed bez ſonne and home ſte goth he way 
Urpued be theſe criſten folhe to lond 
In ſurrpe with a grete ſolempne route 
And haſtely this ſowday ſent his ſonde 
ſirſt tohis mode2 and to alle the reigne aboute 
And ſapde his wif was come Withoute doute 
And prapedhez to ryde ayens the quene 
The honouꝛ of his reig ne to ſuſteyne 
Grete was the prees and riche Was the arrape 
Of ſurzpens and of Romapnes mete in fere 
The modre of the ſolbdan riche and gay 
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Reſcepuedhez with alle glade chere 
1s any modre myſtht heꝛ douttlte2 dere 
and to the neyt cyte theꝛe beſpde 
2 ſoft paas ſolempnely thy ryde 
Nat trowe g the tryumphe of Julius 
On whiche thatcucay makitt ſuche a booſt 
was rpaſtere ne moꝛe curious 
Tha was the aſſemble of this bliſful hooſt 
But this ſcozppoy this wicked gooſt 
The ſolbdon neſſe foꝛ alle her flatering 
Caſt Vndre this fur moꝛtaliy to ſtyng 
The ſolbdan come th him ſelue ſone aftez this 
So riałly that Wondre was to telle 
and weltometh heꝛ Witt ioye and blys 
And thus in ioy and bliſſe kete them duelle 
The frute of euer tale fox to telle 
Men thought it whay ty me cam foꝛ the beſt 
Chat reuet to ſtynt ano mey to go to zeſt 
The tyme cam this olde ſolbdon neſſe 
Ordeynedhath this feſte of Whiche g tolde 
und to the feſtecriſtey men dreſſe 
y generalle bothe yong and olde 
There may me riartpe and feſt beholde 
und deyntes mo thay {can deupſe 
ut alte to dere they bought it oꝛ they ryſe 
O ſoden woo that euez art ſucceſjoure 
To woꝛldly blys ſpreynt with bitterneſſe 
Che ende of tope andoure Wozldlp faboure 
Wo occupteth the fyne of oure gladneſſe 
Herhyn this counſel for thy ſ pherncſſe 
Vpo tp gladde day haue in thy mynde 
The vn waar woo that come th the behinde 
j:02 ſhoztlkp to telle at one Woꝛde 
( 2 
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The ſowday and the criſten euerichone 

Been alle to he wyn and ſtycked at the 602d 

But it Were only dame Cuſtaunte affone 

This olde ſalbdon ne ſſe curſed crone 

Hath With heꝛ frendes there done this curſed dede 

ot ſhe heꝛ ſelue wolde alle the countre lede 
Ne there was ſurrepy none that was conuerted 

That of the coun ſeyl of tze ſoWday wote 

Chat he nas alle toljewey oz he aſtertyd 

und Cuſtaunce haue tahey anone fote hote 

And ina ſhippe ſtereles god it Wote 

They hjaue heꝛ ſet and badde heꝛ lerne to ſayle 

Oute of ſurrp agepn ward into ptapke 

d certayn treſoure that ſtje thidre ledde 

And ſoth to ſapy vptapke grete plente 

Che y haue tez peue and clothes ehe ſhe hadde 

And foꝛth ſhe ſayled into the ſalt ſte 

O mp cuſtaunce fulle of benyttnite 

O © mperours pong doutthtez dere 

He that 1s(02de oueꝛ foz:une be thy ſtere 
She bliſſed her and with ful pytous Bopce 

Vnto the croſe of cryſt thus ſapd ſte 

O clere o Wefefufce autre holy croyce 

Rede of the la in bes blode fulle of ppte 

That weſſheth the woztde fꝛo olde iniquite 

Me fro the feende and fro his cla wes hepe 

That day that (j ſhal drenche in the depe 
Victoꝛyous tre of protectioun tree 

That only were woꝛthy foꝛ to bere 

The hing of heuyn with his woundes newe 

The white fambe that hurt was with a ſpere 

Flemeꝛ of feendes oute of him and of here 


Of whiche thy lynes fayth fully evtende 
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me hepe and yeue me my lyf tamende 
ye res and dates fleet this creature 
Through oute the ſe of greke into the ſtrapte 
Of marroke as it was her auenture 
D many a ſoꝛy mele map ſte bapte 
aftez hez deth ful ofte map ſhe Wapte 
2 tlat the wilde wa es Wolde hez dryue 
Vnto the place where ſte mp(tt arpue 
Mey myght aſhte why ſhe was nat ſkapne 
he at the freſt Who mygttit bez body ſaue 
und gaunſberd to that demaunde agayne 
who ſaued danyel in the hoꝛrible caue 
There euery Wight Were he mapyſtez oꝛ hnaue 
was with the lyoun fret oꝛ he a ſtert 
No wigit but god that ſhe bare in her heꝛt 
God lyſt to ſhe we his wouderfulle mpracſe 
H heꝛ foꝛ we ſhulde ſee his myghty werkes 
Criſt that is of enerp harme trpacke 
Dp certapy meanes asnowWey ckerhes 
[oth thinges that foꝛ certayy ende fulle derke is 
To mannys wytte that foꝛ oure ignoꝛance 
Ne can nat hnobbe his prudent purueaunce 
No b ſith that ſhe nas at the feeſt y ſkawe 
Who hept bez fro drenchyn ty the ſee 
who hept jonas in the fyſſhes mawe 
Ty he was ſpouted oute of mpnpue 
welke may men hna bb it was no wight but he 
That hept the peple tebrapche fro drenching 
with dry fote oute through the ſe ſee paſſing 
who hath the foure ſpirytes of the tempeſte 
That power haue to noyen fonde and ſee 
Dot!) noꝛth and ſonth weſt and eſt 
qnoyeth nettez fond honſe ne tre 
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Sothly the comaundre of that was he 
That fro the tempeſt ap the woman kept 
as welke wan ſije wohe as whan ſte ſtept 
where mpttht this woman mete 02 drynke haue 
Tire pere and mozefaſtith heꝛ wptapte 
who fedde the egipcian mary in the caue 
Oꝛ in deſerte nat but criſt ſauns fayle 
jfpue thouſand folke it was as ttrete meruaple 
with louys fyue and fyſſhes to fede 
God ſent his fopſoy at her grete nede 
She drpueth ſoꝛth into oure occtay 
Th rough oute oure wilde ſce tyl at the laſt 
Vndre ay holde that name hne cay 
Je in noꝛthumberland the wawes hez caſt 
und in the ſond the ſhippe ſtyched ſo faſt 
That thens wolde it nat al that tyde 
The wil of criſt was there ſhe ſhulde abyde 
Che ſconſtable of the caſtet douy is fare 
To ſc this wrache and alle the ſhippe he ſouttlt 
And fonde this wezp woman ful of care 
He fonde alſo the treſoure that ſhe bought 
y her kangage merq; ſhe beſougit 
The lyf oute heꝛ body foꝛ to twynne 
Ber to delyueꝛ oute of the wo that ſhe was in 
A mane2fatpy coꝛrupt was heꝛ ſpeche 
But algates therbp was ſhe Bnderſtonde 
The conſtable hay him lyſt no lengere ſeche 
This woful woman brought he to londe 
She k nelith douy and thanhith criſtes ſonde 
But what ſte was ſhe wolde to nomay ſap 
Fo: foule ne fayre though ſhe ſholde dye 
She ſayde ſhe was ſo maſed in the ſee 
That ſhe foꝛgate ez mynde by hez trouthe 
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The conſtable hath of bez ſo grete pyte 
und ehe his wif that Weppy ſozc foꝛ routhe 
Lhe was ſo dikigent wittoutey ſkowthe 
Co ſerue and pleaſe eueriche ty that place 
That af her loue that fohey in heꝛ face 
The conſtable and da me hermegylde his wif 
were papnems and that countre euerp Where 
But ſermegylde foued he2 right as heꝛ fy 
nnd cuſtaunce hath ſolong p ſoioꝛned there 
In oꝛyſoh With many a byttre tere 
Tpk geſus hatij conuerted through his grace 
Dame her megylde the conſtableſſe of that place 
Jn alle that londe nocriſten durſt route 
afte criſtey men be fledde fro that countre 
Throuttt paynems that conquered alle aboute 
The rea me as Wefe bp land as by ſee 
To wales than fledde the criſtianpte 
Of olde britons dwelleng in that e 
Ther Was no refute foꝛ the meane Whike 
But yet nere criſten britones ſone eviſed 
That there nare ſom in her pryuete 
Honoured criſt and hethen folbe Bettpted 
Und nyght the caſtel ſuche there duefted thre 
Chat one of tijem was blynde aud myght nat ſe 
But it were Witt) thiche eyen of his mynde 
with whiche they ſeen afteꝛ mey be blynde 
Bright was the ſonne as in a ſomers dap 
Foꝛ whicte the conſtable and his wif alſo 
and Cuſtauncetjath take the right wey 
Toward the ſee a furkong Wep oꝛ two 
To pleyen and toromey to and fro 
And ih this walhe the bölynde may they mette 
Trobed and olde with epey faſt y ſbette 


im 
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Jy the na me of criſt cried this brptouy 
Dame harmegylde prue me me mp ſight ayen 
Chis lady wavt afrayed of that ſou 
Leſt that heꝛ huſbond ſtjoztfp foꝛ to ſeyn 
wolde bez foz ie ſuscriſtes loꝛe haue ſfapy 
Tyl cuſtaunce made heꝛ bolde and badhez wirche 
The Wyr of criſt as doutth ter of holy chirche 

Che ſconſtabte we vt abaſſhed of that ſight 
ano ſayd what amounteth alle this fare 
Cuſtaunce aunſberd ſiꝛ it iscriſtes mptthe 
Chat helpith foltzee oute of the feendes ſnaze 
And fo fer foꝛth ſhe cay oure la lbe declare 
Chat ſhe the conſtable 02 it Weze ene 
Tonuertydhath and oh triſt made him beleue 

Thisconſtable was nothing koꝛd of this plate 
Of Whiche $4 ſpate the re he cuſtaunce fonde 
Lout hept it ſtrongly many a Wynters ſpace 
Undre gta hing of at nozthumberland 
Chat Was futfe wiſe and hardy of his hond 
gyenſt the Stottes as mey map bele here 
But turue attapy g wil to my matere 

Sathay that euer V3 wapteth to begyle 
Da We of cuſtaunce atfe the perfectioun 
und caſt anone hou he mpttht qupte heꝛ while 
And made a yong hnygght duelting iy that tony 
Coue bez ſohote of foute affectiouy 
That d. ryły him thought he ſhafce ſpyl 
But he of her onps myght haue his wplle 

Be Wowith her but it auapleth nauftht 
She Wolde do no ſynne by no wey 
And foꝛ deſppte he compaſſed in his thoutzßt 
To mae heꝛ on a ſhameful deth to dye 
Ne wapteth whay the conſtabce is awep 
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vnd pryucly oy a npttlhe he crept 
{»herinet{pkdeschambre Whiles ſtie ſkepte 
werp foꝛ wakedtyhez 0zpſons 
Slepith he rmegyld and cuſtaunce alſo 
This hnytzht through ſathans temptacions 
ale ſoftly is to the bedde p goo 
7nd hytte the thzote of her megylde a two 
and leyde the bLodp lnyght by da me cuſtaunce 
und went his wey thez g00 gyue him myſchaunte 
Sone afte2 cometh the conſtable attapy 
And ehe Alka that Was hing of the (ond 
und ſa we his wif diſpytoufty ſtapne 
ſoz Whom he wept and wronge his onde 
And ih the bedde the beody hnpf he fonde 
Dp dame cuſtaunce atlas what myght ſte ſap 
j'02 ver2p Woher witte was alle awey 
To hing Alla was tolde alle this myſchaunce 
And the tyme and where and ehe the wiſe 
Chat in a ſhippe was founde this cuſtaunce 
{Uo here bifoze ye may haue herd deupſe 
The hintgzes hert of pyte gay aryſe 
Whay he ſale the benpgne creature 
falle iy diſeaſe and ih myſauenture 
foꝛ as the lambe toward his deth is brouttl)e 
So ſtant this innocent afoze the hing 
This fats hnpttthe that hath this tre ſor Wrought 
Berith heꝛ oy honde ſhe hathe do this thing 
But natheleſſe there wasgrete moznyng 
q mong the peple and ſayden they cay nat geſſe 
Chat hadde nat do ſogrete a wichedneſſe 
feoꝛ they haue ſeen her eum ſo vertuous 
und louyntz hermegylde right as her [pf 
Of this bare witneſſe eue riche in that houſt 
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Saue that he ſlowe hermegyld with the bnyf 
This gentyl king hath cautht a grete motyf 
Of this wit neſſe and though he wolde enquere 
Deppere ty this caas and trouthe fox to leꝛe 
àcłas cuſtaunce thou ha ſt no cha mpyon 
Ne fyght canſt thou nat welea way 
But he that ſt arf foꝛ oure rede mpcion 
Bond ſathay and yet lieth there he kay 
He be the ſtronge champion this dap 
For But if criſt open mpracke tptte 
withoute gylt thou ſhaft be ſlayne as ſwythe 
She ſette heꝛ doune on he knees a thus ſhe ſapde 
Im moꝛtalle god that ſauedeſt ſuſanne 
F ro fals blame and thou merciful mapde 
Mary mene doughtez of ſeint Anne 
Bifoꝛe whoſe childe angeles ſynge oſanne 
ff jbe gyltles of this fekonye 
My ſocou re be oꝛ elles gj ſhalle dye 
Haue ye nat ſumtyme a pale face 
A monge a pree gar that hath been ladde 
Tobard his de re he gettith no grace 
And ſuche a col his face he ha dde 
Mey myght knoWe his face that was be ſtadde 
Amontte af the faces ty that route 
So ſtandith cuſtaunce andfokheth heꝛ aboute 
O queneslyuyng whilom in proſperyte 
Ducheſſes and thekadies euerichone 
Haue ſor routhe on theiꝛ aduerſite 
An empe rours doutthte2 ſtant atone 
She wote nat to whom tomabe her mone 
O blode rpakte that ſtondith iy this drede 
ſe beey thy frendes at thy ttrete nede 
This Ałla hing hath ſuche compaſſiony 
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a gentyl ſerte is fulfilled of pyte 
That from his epey ray the wateꝛ doune 
ol» haſtely go fet a boke quod he 
and if this unyght wol ſwere that ſte 
Hath thes woman ſtayne pet wol We Bs aupſe 
whom that we wol ſtjaibe oure iuſtice 
a bretoy bohe Writry with euangelies 
was fet and theroy ſtje ſwoꝛe anone 
She gyl ty was and in the meane Whiles 
du honde him ſmote pon the necke bone 
Chat douy he fyl at ones as a ſtone 
and both his eyen breſt oute of his face 
j ſight of euerp body in that place 
4 vopce was herd ih genezalle audience 
and ſapde thou haſt diſclaundred gyltles 
The doughteꝛ of holy chirche in high preſence 
Thus haſt thou done and pete holde mp pces 
Of this mernayle agaſt was al the prees 
us ma ſed foſhe they ſtondey euerichone 
foꝛ drede of Wreche ſaue cuſtauncg alene 
Grete was the drede and ehe tie reyentaunce 
Of them that hadde Wronge ſuſpectighty 
Vpoy this ſely Innocentenſtaunce 
And foꝛ this mpracfe in concłuſioun 
And by cuſtaunce mediaciony 
The hing and many another in that prace 
Conucrted was tlanked be criſtes grace L 
This fals hnytttt was ſlapne fox his vintroutle 
Dp tnttement of the hing Alla haſtely 


And yet hath Cuſtaunce of his deth grete routhe 
And afteꝛ this ieſus of his mercy 

Made nfca to wedden ful ſolempnely 

Chis holy mapdey that is ſo bright and ſhene 
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And thus hath criſt made Cuſtaunce a quene 
But who was wofulte if i ſhalle nat kye 
Of this weddyng but dongelde and no mo 
The hinttes modre ful of tyrannye 
Nex thoutttit heꝛ curſed hert Graſt a two 
She nolde nat her ſonne had do ſoo 
Nez thought a deſpyte that he ſholde take 
So ſtraunge a creature vnto his make 
Me lyſt nat of the chaf ne of the ſtre 
Mate ſofon(ta tale as of the cozy 
what ſhulde ) telle of the ryalte 
Of this marriage oꝛ whiche cours goth bi foꝛn 
who blowith in a trompe oꝛ Who in a hoꝛn 
The frute of euerp tale is foz to ſep 
They ete and drinhe daunce ſyng and pley 
They go to bedde as it is ſhplte and right 
Fo: though that wyues be ful holy thinges 
They muſt take in pacient a nptht 
Suche maneꝛ neteſſa tries as beey pleſinges 
To foche tljat haue wedded them with ringes 
And ley a kytel theirr holyneſſe a ſpde 
as foꝛ the ty meſt may none otheꝛ betpde 
On heꝛ he begate a may childe anone 
And to a biſſhop and to his conſtable che 
Be tobe his wif to hepe When he is gone 
To Scotlondward his fome n foꝛ to ſehe 
Now faire Cuſtaunce that is ſohumbte and meke 
So kong is gone With childe in that ſtxkfe 
She kept bez chambre abyding goddes wil 
The tyme is come a man childe ſhe bere 
Mauricius at the fontſtone they him calle 
This conſtable doth forth come a meſſangere 
And wrote bnto this hinge that cleped was alle 
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Bol that this bliſfulle tydynges is be falle 
and otheꝛ thinge WHictie was neddfulle to ſap 
Be tahith his lettre and foꝛth be goth his Wey 
This meſſangere to do his auantage 
Vnto the kinges modre rideth he ſÞpthe 
and ſalueth heꝛ fayre iy his langage 
Madame quod he ye map be glade and blithe 
and thanken god an hundreth thouſand ſythe 
My lady the quene hath childe withouten toute 
Co ioye and bliſſe of alle the reigne aboute 
Co here the lettres ſealed of this thing 
That j muſt bere iu alle the haſt J may 
f ye wyl outtht to youre ſoy the bing 
am youre ſeruaunt both nyght and day 
Donegelo aunſwerdas now at this tyme nap 
But here alle npttht J wille thou take thy reſt 
To moꝛobbo g wit ſap the what me [pſt 
This meſſangere dzanke ſadly ale and wyne 
And ſtolen were his lettres pryuely 
Oute of his box Whiles he ſlept as a ſwyne 
And countrefeted was fulle ſubtely 
A notljez fetere Wrought ful ſyn fully 
Vnto the king directed of this matere 
fro his conſtable as pe map afte2 here 
The lettre ſpabe the quene delyuered was 
Of ſo hoꝛrible a feendlp creature 
Chat in the caſtek none ſo hardy was 
There no while any wight map endure 
The modre was ay elphe by auenture 
pcomey bp charmes 02 by ſocerp 
Und euery wittht hatith heꝛ company 
Wo was the king whay he this lettre hadde ſeyn 
Vut to no Wittht he tolde his ſozoWes ſoꝛe 
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But of his oben hond he Wrote agayn 
welcom the ſonde of criſte foꝛ euirmoꝛe 
To me that am ne we lerned in this loꝛe 
Lo2de welcom be thp luſt and thy pleſaunce 
My luſt J put alle in thy oꝛdenaunce 
Nepe this childe alle be it foule 02 fay re 
und ehe my wif bnto my home comyng 
Criſte whan him kyſt may ſende me ay eyre 
More aggreable than this to mp tyhintt 
T bis lettre He ſeakith prpuekp wepyng 
whiche to the meſſangere was y tahe ſone 
and forth he goth there is nomore to done 
O meſſange re fulfylled with dronhnes 
Straunge is thy breth thy lymes flatern ap 
und thou beWretheſt alle ſecreteneſſe 
Thy mynde ioloꝛe thou tanttetyſt as a Jay 
Thy face is turned as in a nelbe aray n 
There dronkeneſſe reigneth in any ronte 
Che re is nocounſeyle hept it is no doute 
O donegelde ghaue none engliſſhe digne 
Vnto thy malice and thy tyrannye 
And therfoze tothe fecude h the reſigne 
Cet him enditpy of thy traptouzp 
ſp manyſſhe fp o nap by god Ilye 
Ep feendly ſpyrite foꝛ g dare wele telle 
Thoutth thou here waſke thy ſpprite is in helle 
This me ſſa ngeꝛe come th fro the bing a gayy 
And at the hinges moders courte he light 
und ſhe was of this meſſangere fulle fapne 
And pkea ſed him iy alle that eueꝛ ſhe myght 
He dronke and wete his gyrdyl öndre pit 
Ne ſlepith and he ſnoꝛteth in hie guyſe 
Al nyght tyl the ſon gan aryſe 
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aftez was his lettres ſtoley euerichone 
and coun trefeted lettres in this wiſe 
The king comaundith his conſtable anone 
Vp peyn of hanging and oy high huyſe 
That he ne ſhulde ſuffez in no wiſe 
Cuſtaunce in his reigne foꝛ to abyde 
Tre daies and a quartez of a tyde 
But in the ſame ſhippe as he her fonde 
Get and heꝛ yong ſonne and alle hez gere 
He ſholde put and croude fro the konde 
And charge her that ſhe come neui eft there 
O my Cuſtaunce wefe map thy gooſt haue fere 
und ſtepey in thy dreme y pe naunce 
Wha! donegelde caſtith atce this oꝛdenaunce 
This meſſanttere on 11020We Whay he Woke 
Ynto the caſtefte holdith the next wap 
und onto the Tonſtable he the lettres tobe 
and hay that he this pytous lettre ſape 
fülle often he ſayde allas and Weke a wey 
v oꝛd criſt quod he hou map this woꝛlde endure 
do fulke of ſpnne 1s many a creature 
O myghty god if that it be thy Wille 
Otley thou art right fulle iuge hou map it be 
That thou wil ſuffre Innocence to ſpykle 
ano wicked fokl:e reigne ih proſperite 
O gode Cuſtaunce altas ſo wo is me 
Chat q moot be thy turme ntouꝛe oꝛ elles deye 
Oy ſhame fulle deth there is none ot heꝛ wey 
We pyn bothe olde and pontt ty that place 
whay that the hing this curſedlettre ſent 
and TCuſtaunce with a dedely pale fac 
The wey toward the ſhippe ſte went 
ut neuirthele ſſe ſhe tahith 19 gode entent 
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The wyl of criſte and knelintz oy the ſtrond 
Ihe ſapde ay welcome be thy ſonde 
He that me hept fro the fals bla me 
while s that ) was in the londe a monges pou 
Ne can me hepe fro harme andehe fro ſhame 
In the ſalt ſee al though pe ſee nat hou 
as ſtrontte as eu he washe is pet noe 
In him truſt and in his modeꝛ deze 
That is to me my ſayle and ene mp ſtere 
Her lytel childe lay wepyng in heꝛ arme 
And hnel img pptouſkp to him ſhe ſayde 
Peaſe lytet childe g wil do the none harme 
with that the hyrchief fron; tjez hede ſhe brayde 
und oueꝛ his lytel eye n ſtje it layed 
and ty her arme ſtje fulfith it fulle faſt 
and into heuyn bp ez epey ſte caſt 
Modre quod ſhe and mayde bright ꝙꝗrye 
Soth is that through womannysegement 
Manhynde was looſt and dampned cui to dye 
For Whiche thy childe was on the croce to rent 
Thy bliſ ful epey ſa we al this turment 
Thay is there no compa ri ſon bit wene 
Thyn wo and anp wo that may may ſuſteyne 
Chou ſa weſt thy childe ſtapy a foꝛe thyn eyen 
And yet nob lyueth my kytel childe pa rfay 
Nob lady bright to whom alle fulle crien 
Thou tffozpe of womanhode thou fayre may 
Chou haupy of refute bright ſterze of dap 
Re we oy my childe that of thy gentykneſſe 
Re weſt on euery rebwful in diſtreſſe 
O lytel childe allas what is thy gykt 
That neuiꝛ wroughteſt ſyn ne as yet parde 
why wyl thy hazde fadre haue the ſpict 
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O inercp and dere conſtable quod ſte 

qs tet mylytel chil de duelle here with the 

and if thou darſt nat ſaue him for blame 

do hyſſe him onps ih his faders name 
Der with ſhe koked bac ward to the londe 

and ſayde fare wele huſbond routhleſſe 

und vp ſhe roſe and walked dolty the ſtronde 

Coward heꝛ ſhippe heꝛ folowitt alle the prees 

And euer ſhe prapett ſez childe to holde his peaſe 

und takith her leue with ay holy entent 

She bliſſith hex and into ſhip ſhe went 
Vytayled was the ſhippe it is no drede 

Habundantly foꝛhez long ſpace 

und other neceſſaries that ſholde nede 

Hye hadde ynough he ried bp goddes grace 

ſor wynde and weddre afmpgt)tpe god purchace 

and bring her home gcan no bettre ſep 

Dut ih the ſee ſhe drpueth foꝛth the wey 

a Ela the hing cometh ſone afte2 this 

Untohis caſteł of whiche h tofde 

und ajtzed where his wif and his childe is 

The conſtable gan aboute his hert to colde 

Uno pfeyntp acte the maneꝛ he him tolde 

Us ye haue herd g ca it telle no bettre 

uno ſgewith the hinges ſeale and his lettre 
Aud ſayde kloꝛde as pe comaunded me 

Oy pepne of dethe ſo haue h docertapy 

Chis meſſangere turmentpd was tyl he 

Muſe be hnobe and tel plat and pfapy 

ro nytzht to nyght what place he hadde in lapne 

and chushe with ſubtel enqueryng 

magyned was by whom this harme gay ſpring 

Che honde was bnobben that the (ettre Wrote 

mi 
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And alle the ve nym of this curſed dede 

But in what wiſe certaynly h not 

The effecte is this that Alla oute of drede 

Bis modre ſkoutth that men may playnly rede 

Fo: that ſte traptoure Was to hez ligeaunce 

Thus endith olde donegylde with my ſchaunce 
Te ſoꝛobbe that this Alta nyght and day 

Makith foꝛ his wif and foꝛ his chylde alſo 

Chere is no tonge that it telle may 

Hut noWe wol to cuſtaunce go 

That fletythj in the ſee with peyne and wo 

fFyue pere and moꝛe as lyheth criſtes ſonde 

©: that hez ſhippe approched to any londe 

Vndre ay hethen caſtel at the faſt 

Che whiche the name nat in text g fpnde 

Cuſtaunce and ehe heꝛchilde the ſce Vp caſt 

Almyghty god that ſaued alle may kpnde 

Hue on cuſtaunce and her childe ſom mpude 

That fallen is in hethyn honde eſtſone 

In poynte to ſpylle asg ſhalle telle pon ſone 
Doun from the caſtel cometh there many a Wight 

To gauryn oy this ſhippe aud on cuſtaunce 

But ſhoꝛtly fro the caſtet on a nyttht 

The loꝛdes ſte hard god peue him myſchaunce 

A theef that hadde renped oure creaunce 

Cam into the ſtippe alone and ſayde he ſholde 

Hez lemman be whether ſhe wold 02 nolde 

Tho was this wretchid woman Wo bettone 

Beꝛ childe cryed and ſhe cꝛied pytouſty 

But bliſſed mary helped her 2ittht anone 

Fox with bez ſtroglyntz wele and mpttlitpkp 

The thief fel oueꝛ the boꝛde al ſodenly 

And in the ſce he drepnt ſoꝛ Lentteaunce 
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and thus Hatffcriſt tnWemmed kept cuſtaunce 
O foule luſt of luvurie lo thyy ende 
Nat onfp that thou fapnteſt mannys mpnde 
But berpkp thou wylt his body ſhende 
Che ende of thy werke oz of thy luſtes 60pnde 
s compleynyng hou many one may men fpnde 
Chat nat foꝛ werke ſomtyme hut for thentent 
Co do this ſynne be otheꝛ ſrayne oꝛ ſhent 
Hole map this werk Womay haue that ſtrenttit5 
Her to defende ayenſt the rencgate 
O golyas vn — urable of lengithe 
Holb myght dauid make the ſo mate 
Hoping of armure and ſodeſotate 
{5040 durſt he foke Vpoy ttp face 
wele map mey ſeth it is but goddes grace 
Wo pane indith coꝛage 02 haropneſſe 
To ſlee him olifernes in his tent 
und todetp:terpy oute of Wrechidneſſe 
The peopce of god h ſay to this entent 
Chat right as god ſpprite and bigoure ſent 
To them and ſaued then oute of myſchaunce 
Do ſent he ſtrengith and vittoure vnto cuſtaunce 
j02tl) goth ez ſhip through oute the narolbe monte 
Of iubakteꝛ and ſepte dryuyng alwey 
Homtyme Weſt and ſomtyme noꝛth and ſonthe 
nd ſomtyme Eſt ful many a wery dap 
Tyb criſtes modre y bleſſed be ſhe ape 
Huth ſhapey thtough heꝛ endleſſe godeneſſe 
To mahe ay ende of alle heꝛheuyneſſe 
Nob let vs ſiynt of cuſtaunce but a throwe 
und ſpete we of Romapns tle emperoure 
at oute of Hurrp hath bykettres hnolbe 
Che ſcaughterofcriſtey folhe and diſionoure 
mn 
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Doon vᷣntohis dough teꝛ by a fals traptoure 
mene the curſed and wicked ſowdoneſſe 
That at the feeſt leet ſhe bote moꝛe and leſſe 
Foz whiche this Emperouz bath ſent anone 
Bis ſenatoure With rpalfe 02denaunce 
And othez koꝛdes god wote many one 
On ſurryns to take high ventteaunce 
Chey brpnne and ſlee a bring them to myſchaunce 
ful many a day but ſijoztlp this is the ende 
hom ward to Rome they ſhapen them to wende 
This ſenatoure repapretij with victoꝛy 
To Rome ward ſealing fulle ryally 
And mette the ſhip dryuyng as ſayeth the ſtoꝛy 
h Wi iche cuſtaunce ſat ful pptouſty 
No thing hne we he What ſhe was ne why 
De Was ii ſuche arzape that ſte np ſep 
Sfheꝛ aſtate though ſhe ſhulde dep 
Be bringith her to Rome tohis wif 
He ſydue he to heꝛ and her pong ſontt alſo 
und with the ſenatoure ſhe ladde hez lyf 
Thus can oure lady bring oute of wo 
Cuſtaunce and many a nothez mo 
und long tyme duelled ſhe ty that place 
n holy werkes euer was bez grace 
The ſenatoures Wif bez ante was 
But fo2 alle that ſhe hneWe bez neuiꝛ the moꝛe 
J Wpec nolengere tarp iy this caas 
But to hing alla whiche J ſpate of poꝛe 
Foꝛhis wif wepith and ſittheth ſoꝛe 
wol retoꝛne and pet Jwykcuſtaunce 
Vndre the ſenatours ttoueraaunce 
Ning Alta whiche that hadde his modre ſlayne 
V pon a day fyl in ſuche repentaunce 
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andif J ſhjoꝛtly telle ſhakce and pleyn 
To Rome he cometh to reſcepue his penaunce 
And put him in the popes oꝛdenaunce 
jn high and kowe and geſus criſt Geſouttht 
foꝛyeue his Wpched woꝛkes that he bath wrougt 
The fa me anone through Rome is boꝛn 
Bow Alla hing ſhat᷑ come in pygre mage 
By herbegeours that Wentey him biſozy 
#02 Whiche the ſenatoure as was the Vſatte 
Bode him ayens and many of hiskynage 
1s Wele to ſhe wen his magnificence 
as to done any hyng reuerence 
Grete chere doth this noble ſenatoure 
To hyng Alla and he tohim alſo 
Suery of them doth to othe2 ttrete honoure 
ind ſo befyl that oy a day oꝛ two 
This ſenatoure is to hyng Ala go 
Co feſt ſhoꝛtèy if j fh at nat lye 
Cuſtaunces ſonne went in hiscompany 
Zo! men wolde ſap at the requeſt of cuſtaunce 
This ſenatoure hadledde this childe to feſt 
map nat telle euery circumſtaunce 
Be as he may there was he at the leeſt 
But ſoth it is right at his moders herſt 
Bifoꝛh Uifa duryng the me te ſpace 
Tie childe ſtode lo yng ty the kinges face 
Alla the hing of this childe hath grete wondre 
And to the ſenatoure he ſayde alone 
bwhoſe is this fapre chil de that ſtondeth pondre 
Jnot quod he by god and by ſeint John 
{U modre he bath but fadre hath he none 
That 1 of Wote and ſhoꝛtly ti) d ſtounde 
e tolde Alla how the childe Was founde 
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But god woot quod this ſenatoure alſo 

So bertuous a kpue2 ty alle mp lyf 

Ne ſabe g neuiꝛ as ſhe ne herde of mo 

Of woꝛldey wpmey mapdey wydo be oꝛ wif 

daꝛ wele jap fe hadde leueꝛ with a hnyf 

Through oute the breeſt thay be a woman wycke 

The ze is no man coude bring heꝛ to the pryche 
Nob was this childe as lyhe vÿntocuſtaunce 

as poſſible is a creature foꝛ to be 

This Atca hath the face ty remembraunte 

Of dame cuſtaunce and tteroy muſed he 

If that the childes modre Were outtht ſhe 

Chat is his wif and pryuelf he ſitttt 

Ind ſpedde him fro the table that he myth 
Parfay qnod he the fanton is in my hede 

Jougot todeme of right fulle iugement 

That in the ſatt ſee my Wpf is dede 

And afterward ehe made hio argument 

what wote gif criſt haue her hidre ſent 

My wif bp ſec aſwete as he her ſent 

To my countre fro thens that ſhe went 
And after anone home Witt) the ſenatoure 

Goth ata foz to ſe this woundre chaunce 

his ſenatoure doth alla grete honoure 

And haſtely he ſent after cuſtaunce 

But truſt wele heꝛ kuſt nat foꝛ todaunce 

Whay ſhe wyſte wherfore Was that ſonde 

Vnnethes vpoy bez fete myght ſte ſtonde 
whay Afca ſalve his wif fapre he her grette 

And wepte that it was routhe to ſee 

Foz at the firſt lohe that he oy Hez ſette 

He hne we berely that it was ſhe 

And ſte foꝛ ſoꝛolbe as dombe ſtondith as a tre 
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So was her herte ſhytte ty heꝛ diſtreſſe 
whan ſhe re membred of his önhyndneſſe 
C wps ſhe ſwoned iy his oWne ſittht 
He wept and him e vcuſed pytouſly 
ob god quod he and alle his halowes bright 
So wiſely 01) my ſoule haue mercp 
That of poure harme as giłtłes am J 
as is my ſonne Maurice ſokphe youre face 
Alles the fende me feche oute of this place 
Cong was the ſobbyng and the byttre peyne 
©: that heꝛ Wofutke heꝛte myght ſece 
Grete was the pyte foꝛ totjere them plapne 
Chrougij whiche playntes (tay bez wo encrece 
pray pou alte my taboure to refeſſe 
may nat tet therre Wo vntyl to moꝛobbe 
jam ſo wery foꝛ to ſpehe of ſoꝛolbe 
But fynalty Whay the ſoth is wyſt 
Chat 2tta gyltles is of ez Wo 
4 troWe ay hundred tymes be they hyſt 
{nd ſuche a bliſſe is there bet wit them two 
That ſaue the ioye that laſtith euirmo 
There is none pkpke that any ereature 
Huth ſeey oꝛ ſhal whiles that the woꝛlde map dure 
Tho praped ſte heꝛ huſbond mekely 
That ih reteef of heꝛ pytous peyne 
That he wol de pꝛay hez fadre ſpecially 
Chat of his mateſte he wolde enclpne 
Covoucheſauf ſon; dap with him to dyne 
Ohe prayed him eke he ſholde by no wey 
Vnto her fadre no woꝛde of her ſap 
Home meh wolde ſepy that the childe maurice 
Doth this meſſage vato the Emperonre 
But as q geſſe Atta was nat ſo nyce 
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To him that is ſo ſouezayne of honoure 

as he that is of criſtes fołhe the floure 

Sent any childe but it is beſt to de me 

He went him ſelue and ſoit map Weke ſeme 
This emperoure hath graunted gentyllyx 

To come to dyneꝛ as he him beſouttht 

And wile g ſuppoſe he fohed beſtip 

Vpoy this childe and oy his doughte z tllouglit 

dt. a goth vᷣnto his Inne as him outtht 

41rap:0 fo2 this feeſt in euery Wiſe 

as ferfoꝛthj as hisconnyng map ſuffice 
Che moꝛo We cam alla aud (tay him dreſſe 

And cte his wif the Emperoure foz to mete 

und forth they ryden in tope and in gladneſſe 

and Whey ſhe ſabe her fadre in the ſtrete 

Se rp thtert douy and faſfith hin to fete 

ſadre quod ſhe poure pong chiede cuſtaunce 

s nobe ful cleen oute of youre remembraunce 
am youre doughteꝛ Cuſtaunce quod ſhe 

That wh ilom ye haue ſent into ſurrpe 

t am j fadre that ty the ſalte ſee 

was put allone and dampned foꝛ to dye 

{)oW gode fadre mercp g pou crpe 

Sende me nomoze into none hathneſſe 

But thankitt my loꝛde here of his hyndneſſe 
Who cah the pytous ioye telle alle 

Bet wit them thre ſithey they be thus mette 

But of my tałe make ay ende g ſhalle 

The day goth faſt J wyl no lengre kette 

Theſe glade folhe to dyneꝛ be y ſette 

In ioye and btiſſe at mete q lette them duelle 

a thouſand folde wele moꝛe thay I can telle 
This childe maurice Was ſithey empezoure 
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y made 6p the pope andlpuedcriſtentp 
Tocriſtes chirche dyd he grete honoure 
But Jfet af theſe ſtoꝛies paſſe by 
Of cuſtaunce is mp take ſpecialkp 
Jy ofde Romay nes (teſtes mcy map wele fpnde 
Maurictusfpf\jbere it nat iy mynde 

Than hing Atta whay he his tpme ſep 
with cuſtaunce his holy wif ſo wete 
Toenttfonde be they come the right wey 
where as they lyuen in ioye and i quyete 
But kytel while it faſted g pou behete 
Joy of this Woztde but tpme wyk nat abyde 
Fro day to nyght it chaungith as the tyde 

who lyueth euiꝛ ty ſuche dely te a day 
That is ne meuedeitheꝛ iy con ſcience 
Oo ire 02 talent oꝛ ſom hynnes affrap 
E nupe oꝛ prpde oꝛ paſſtony 02 offence 
ne ſay but foꝛ the ende of this ſentence 
That lytel while in ioye 02 ple ſaunce 
Laſtith the (pf of Ara With cuſtaunce 

Foz deth that tahith of high and kowe his rent 
han paſſed was a yere eupy as (geſſe 
Outelof this workde this hing Aa 1s went 
Foz whom cuſtaunce hath fülle grete he uyneſſe 
Nobb prap we to god his ſouke bliſſe 
und dame cuſtaunce fynally to ſap 
To warde the tou of Rome goth Fez way 

To Rome is come this holy creature 
Und fyndeth heꝛ frendes there hole and ſounde 
Lob is ſhe ſcaped alle bez auenture 
and whan ſhe heꝛ fadre hath y fonnde 

oun on heꝛ h nees fallith to grounde 
bepyng iy herte foꝛ tenderneſſe biytl.c 
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be ha ryeth god ay hundreth thouſand ſptte 
In Vertue and iy holy almes dede 
Thepfpuey alle and neuiꝛ a ſondre wende 
Tyl dethe departed them this lyf they lede 
And faryth no wele mp tale is at ay ende 
Nowe ge ſus criſt that of his mpttht map ſende 
Joye aftez Wo gouerne bs iy his grace 
And kepe vs alle that been in this place 


Here endith the may ofla wes tale 
And begynneth the Marctauntes profotte 


w. eppntt and wapſpnitcare and othez ſozowe 
haue pnoutty Bott eupy and ehe a mozowe 

Quod the marchaunte and ſo haue othez mo 

That Wedded be trowe that it be ſo 

02 wele gj wote it fareth ſo by me 

haue a wif the woꝛſt that map be 

Fo: though the feende cuppled tolſez Were 

She wol de him ouirmache h dar wele ſwere 

what ſhulde g reherſe ty ſpectalle 

Her high matice ſhe is a ſhrewe with alke 

CTheꝛ is a long and a large difference 

Bet wit gryſilidis grete pacience 

And of my wif the paſſing cruekte 

were n vn bounde alſo mot i the 

J wolde neuiꝛ efte come in thee ſnare 

we Wedded meylyue in ſoꝛolbe and care 

aſap who ſo wol and he ſhalle fpnde 

That ſap ſothe by ſeint thomas of pnde 

As for the moꝛe parte (J ſap nat alle 

God ſhelde that it ſhulde ſo befalle 


Z gode ſiꝛ hooſt j haue wedded be 
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Theſe ftonetfes two and moꝛe nat parde 
And yet i trowe he that alle his lyf 

Natt weddpd be though men him ryf 

Into the hert ne coude in no mane 

Telle ſo moche ſo20We as J no here 
Coude telle of my wyues curſedneſſe 
Now quod oure hooſt marchaunte ſo god the bliſſe 
Sithen pe ſo mehylhnobbe of that arte 
ful hartely g pray pou telle Vs part 
Gladly quod he but of myn one ſoꝛe 

ſoz ſozp hert g telle may nomoꝛe 


Here endith the carchauntes prologue 
Und here begynt eth his Tale 
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w Hyloi theꝛ was duclfinftinlumGardy 
A woꝛthy hnpttht that bozy was at paup 
y Whiche he lyued iy grete proſperpte 
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Und lx yere a wyfles may was he 

and fokowed ay his bodpkp delyte 

Oy women ther was his appetpte 

as doo) theſe foules that Been ſecule re 
And whay that he was paſſed k pere 
were it foꝛ holy ne ſſe 02 foꝛ dotage 
ca nat ſap but ſuche a grete coꝛage 
Hadde this hny gt to be a wedded may 
That day and np(tlt he doth alle that he can = 
To aſppe where he myght Wedded Ge 1 
Prayng ourt loꝛd graunt him that fe 

Mpttht onps hnobe that bliſful lyf 

T tat is bet wivt ay huſbond ay his wyf 

and foꝛ tolyue vndre the holy bonde 

with whiche god firſt may and womay bonde 
None other (pf ſayde he is woꝛtl a bene 

Cor wedlolꝛe is ſo caſy and ſockene 

That ty this woꝛlde it is a paradiſe 

Thus ſayde this olde hnyght that was ſo wiſe 
andcertapnſy as ſothe as god is hyng 

To tabe a Wpf is a gloꝛious thing 

And namely whay a man is olde and hoꝛe 

Than is a wyf the frute of the treſoꝛe 

Than ſholde he take a pontt wyf and a fapre 

On whiche be myght engendre him ay heire 
und lede his ff iy ioy and in ſolace 

Where as theſe bachefers ſyngen allas 

whay that they fynden eny aduerſite 

In loue whiche nis but childes banpte 

And trufp it ſytteth wele to be ſo 

That Gacheters haue peyne and wo 

Oy brotyl grounde they byld and brotylneſſe 
They fynde freylte whan they wene ſpterneſſe 
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They lyue but as a byrde 02 as a beſt 
ntybertye and vndre none areſt 

Chere as a Wedded may in his aſtate 
Cpneth tis lyf błiſfut and oꝛdynat 
Vndre the poke of ma riage p bounde 
wele may his hert in ioye and bliſſe habounde 
ſoz who can be ſo buxom as a wyf 

who1s ſo tree and ehe ſo ententyf 

To he pe him ſeke and hole as is his make 
(02 Were 02 wo ſhe Wil him nat foꝛ ſake 
She is nat wery him to loue and ſerue 
Thouttt that he lye bedred tpt he ſterue 
und pet ſom certes ſapeyitis nat ſo 

Of whiche he Theophraſte is one of tho 
what force though theophraſt (pſt lye 

Ne tahe no wif quod he foꝛ huſbondrpe 
as for to ſpare 19 houſeholde thpy evpence 
A tre ſernaunt doth moꝛe dilygence 

Thy gode to kepe thay dot!) thy ſelue wif 
j'02 ſhe yl clayme half part alle hez lyf 
und if that thou be ſech ſo god me ſaue 
Thy verzp frendes oꝛa true hnaue 

wol hepe the bet thay ſte that wapteth ay 
Afteꝛ thy deth and hath done many a dap 
This ſentence and ayhundred thinges wozſe 
Uriteth this may theꝛe god his bones coꝛſe 
But take no hepe of ſuche Vanpte 

Do fye theophraſte and herby me 

bif is goddes peft Verply 

Mother mane pefteshardely 

As londes zentes paſtures 02 comune 

2 moecbles al ben peftes of foꝛtune 
Chat paſſeny as a ſhadobbe on a walke 
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But drede nat if q playnly ſpeke ſhalle 
A wyf wil (aſt and in thy houſe endure 
Wefe lengeꝛ than the lyſt parauenture 
Mariage isa fulle ttrete —— 
Who that hatß no wif ts but ſhjent 

He lyueth helples and is alle deſofate 
ſpehe of foche iy ſecules aſtate 

und herben why) ſap nat this foꝛ nougtt 
The woman is foꝛ ma nnys helpe y wrouttlt 
The hig god Whay he adde Adam mahed 

And ſa we hig aſfone bely nated 

God of his grete goodneſſe ſapde thay 

Let vs noW make ah helpe to this man 

Cphe to him ſelue and than he made eue. 

Here map pe ſe and heꝛe by map pe prene 
Chat a wyf is mannys helpe andhiscomfozte 
His paradpce terꝛeſtre and his diſpoꝛte 

So buvum and ſo vertuous is ſoe 

They muſt nedesfpue iy bnpte 

O fteſſtie they be and of o bfode Jgeſſe 

Not but one herte in wil and iz diſt reſſe 

A wif a ſeinte Mary benedictte 

Gow mpgtt a man haue any aduerſite 

That hath a Wif certes\Jcay nat ſep 

The bliſſe that is bet wit them twep 

There may no tong telle it oꝛ hezt thpnhe 

f he be poure ſve helpith him to ſwynke 
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She be pith his gode and waſtith it neuꝛ a dee 


And alle that heꝛ huſbondluſt ſhe lyhith wete 
Sbe ſayeth nat onys nap when he ſayeth ye 
Do this ſayethj be at redy ſiꝛ ſapthe ſhe 
O bliſfulle oꝛdre o wedloke precious 

Thou art ſo merp and ehe ſo pertuous 
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and ſocomended and approued eke 

That ene ry may that holt them woꝛth a fehe 
Vpoy his Bare h nees ougjt alte his lyf 
Thankpy 1 that him ſent a wyf 


Oꝛelles pra}F god him foꝛ to ſende 

A wif to leſtebnto his lyues ende 

ſoz thay his lyf is ſet ty ſpherne ſſe 

Ge map nat be deſceyued ash geſſe 

So that he woꝛke afteꝛ his wyues rede 
Than map he boſdtp be re vp his hede 

They bg ſo tre we and therto eke ſo wyſe ? 
#02 whjiche if thou wylt werche as the wpſe 
Do allway as the woman wol the rede 

Co hou iacob as theſe clerhes rede 

Þp ttode coun ſeyl of his modre rebeche 
Bonde the kpddes ſhynne aboute his necke 
Fox wh iche his faders benpſoy he way 

Co iudith as the ſtoꝛy Wete tel can 

By bwyſe coun ſeyl ſtje goddes people kept 
And ſlelbe him olifernes while be ſlept 

Co hou abygayl by gode counſept that ſhe 
Saued heꝛ huſbond Nabal Whay that he 
Sholde haue be ſlayne and lohe heſteꝛ alſo 
Dp gode coun ſeyl delyuered oute of wo 

The people of god and made mardoctie 

Of aſſure enhaunced foꝛ to be 

There is no thyng in (tre ſuperlatyf 

as ſapeth ſenequyhe aboue an humble wif 
Suffre thy wyues tong as caton byt 

She ſhalle comaunde and thou ſhalt ſuffre it 
Und pet ſhe wyk ogep of curte ſye 

a Wpf is kepaz of thy huſbondrye 

ele map the ſehemay bewayle and vepe 
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There as no Wif is the ou ſe to hepe 
warne the if tou wilt wiſely wirche 
Foue wele thy wyf as criſt couetl) his chi rche 
f thou loueſt thy ſcluc thou loueſt thy pf 
Nomayhatptt his fle ſſhe but iy his lyf 

He foſt rith it and ther foꝛe bydde J the 

Che riſſije thy wif oz thou ſhalt neuiꝛ the 
Huſbond and wif what ſo meh iape oz pley 
Of woirldly folke holde n the ſthe2 wey 

T hep becy hnytte they map no harme betpde 
And namely vpoy the wyues ſpde 

Foz Whicte tijis a nua xy of lh iche J tolde 
Con ſidreth hath in his daies olde 

Che luſty lyf the vertuous qupete 

That is in mariage honp ſWete 

And foꝛ his frendes 09 a dap he ſent 

To telle them the effecte of his ente nt 
with face ſadde he hath his take to them tolde 
Ne ſapd frendeo h am tjoze and olde 
And almooſt god Woot at mp ppttes 6rpnke 
Vpoy mp ſonte ſcniWhat muſt ij thynhe 
baue mp body folyly de ſpended 

Vlyſſed be god it ſhalbe amended 

foꝛ q welde be ce rtapne a weddyd man 

And that anone ty alle the haſt that J can 
Vnto ſo) mapde fapre and tend re of age 
prap pou ſhapith foꝛ my mariage 

af ſodeney ſoꝛ q wil nat aby de 
und g wol fonde to a ſpye oy mp ſyde 
To whom g map be weddid haſtely 
But foꝛ a ſmoche as pe be mo thay J 
re ſhal ra the ꝛ ſuche a thyng aſpycu 
Than) Where me yt beſt alyen 
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But one thing J warne you mp frendes dere 
J wpk none ofde wif haue ty no manere 

Zhe ſhal nat paſſe vdi pere certapne 
Olde fyſſtie a pong feeſſte wolde J haue ful fayn 
Bet is he ſayde a pyke thay a pyheret 
Hettre thay olde beef ie the tendre Vefe 
wol no woman of xxx pere of age 

t is but bene ſt ra we and grete foꝛage 
und che the ſe olde Wpdowes godit wote 
They can ſo met craft in wadps bote 
do meh yl Broken ha rme what ther lyſt 
That with them ſhulde g neuiꝛ lyut ty reſt 
ſroꝛ ſondry ſcoles makittj ſubtet clerkes 
woman of manp a ſcole half a cke rhe is 

But certapnly a pong thing map men gye 
Rittht as may with hondes warm Wey plye 
Therfoꝛe q ſap pou płaynlp in a cłkauſe 
wol none olde Wyf haue ſoꝛ this cauſe 
#0: tf ſo were if Jhadde ſuche mpſchaunce 
That y her coude haue no płeſaunce 
Chan ſholde Jtede mp lyf ty avoutrye 

and ſo ſtrepttht to the deupk W Han i dye 

Ve childrey ſhulde none on heꝛ getyn 

pete hadde leuyꝛ houndes hadde me etyn 
Chah that myn heritage ſhulde falke 

J ſtraunge honde and thus g telle pou alte 
oute nat ; wote the cauſe Whp 

Men ſholde wedde and ferthermoꝛe Woot J 
There ſpehith many mey of mariage 

That wote nomoꝛe of it thay doth mp patfe 
oꝛ Whiche can ſes mey ſholde take a wyf 
he map nat lyuen chaſte Gtsf pf 

Cahe him a wyf with etrete denoctony 
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Bicauſe of fefufle procreacioun 

Of children to tie honoure of god aboue 
And nat ont y foꝛ paramoure ne fox foue 
and foꝛ they ſhulde lechery eſchue 

And pcfde theire dette Whay that it is due 
Oꝛ eche of them ſtjulde helpe other 

(Jy myſchief as the ſuſtre ſtjakle the brodre 
und lyue iy chaſtite fulle holyly 

But ſires by poureleue that am nat 
02 god bethanked j daz make abaunt 
fele my lymes ſtarke and ſufficiaunt 
To do alle that a may befongtitlh to 

And am ſtronge pnogã to rde oz go 
Thougij g be hoꝛe h fare as doth a tre 
Chat vtoſomett oz that frute p woxen be 
4 bloſomed tre is neithjeꝛ drye ne dede 
fele me noWbere hoꝛe but on my hede 

My herte and al my lymes been as grene 
as faurcz that througij the pere is ſene 
and ſithen ye haue herd al mpy entent 
pray you that to mp wil pe aſſent 

Of dyuerſe men dpuerſtp him tolde 

Of mariage many enſampfes ofde 

Dom bla med it ſom pryſed it certayn 
But at the faſt ſhoztky foz to ſapy 

as afdap faith alte raciou⸗ 

HetWivt frendes iy diſputacioun 
There fyl a ſtrpf bit wit his brethery two 
Of Whiche the one was cleped Placebo 
Juſtinus ſothly called was that other 


Place bo ſayd o Januarp brottjy 2 
Ful lytet nede hadde ye my loꝛde ſo dere 
Coun ſexł to aſhe of any that is here 
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But that ye be one ſo ful of ſapience 

That pou ne lyheth foꝛ you ig prudence 
To Weput foz the Wozde of ſalamon 
This Woꝛde ſaped ſe to Bs euerychone 
woꝛke alle thing by coun ſeyt thus ſaped hie 
and than ſhaft thou nat repente the 

But though Salamon ſpahe ſuche a woꝛde 
Myn owne dere brottjez and my loꝛde 
So wi ſely god mp ſoule bring at reſt 
holde youre oWne counſept foꝛ the beſt 
ſo: bGrottjez mpy of me take this motpf 
haue now been a courtmay alle my {pf 
und yet god wote thou(t) j vn woꝛthy be 
haue ſtonde in fulle grete and v igt degre 

A boute loꝛdes in ful grete aſtate 

pet hadde J neuiz with none of them deba te 
neuiꝛ contraried them tꝛuly 

J wote wele that my loꝛdcan moꝛe thay J 

what that he ſapeth g holde it ferme and ſtable 
J ſap the ſame oz otſjeꝛ thing ſemblabłe 

a fulte grete fole is any counſefoure 

That ſeruyth a loꝛde of grete honoure 

That daz preſume oꝛ onys thynhe it 

That his coun ſeyl ſholde paſſe his loꝛdes wytte 
Nay fordes be no foles dy mp fap 

ye haue youre ſelue ſpohen here to day 

So high ſentence ſo holy and ſo wele 

That con ſent and conferme euerpy dele 

youre Woꝛdes and al poure opunpyon 

By god thez is no man in this toun 

Ne in ytalye coude bettre haue ſapde 

Criſt holdith him of this ful wele apayed 

And trukp it is ay hitth coꝛage 
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Of any may that ſtept is in a a 
To — a pong wif foz by my fadre hynne 
youre ert hongithj vᷣpon a ioly pyn 

Dotſi now in this ma tere as pe lyſt 
Froꝛ fx nally holde it foz the beſt 
guſtinus that ap ſat ful ſtylle and herde 
Right on this Wiſe he to pĩiacebo anſwerd 

1ow brothez myn quod ſe be pacient i pray 
Sithen ye haue ſayde herhpy What ſap 
Senche among ottjez Woꝛdes Wiſe 

Hapetth that a may ougtht lim rigtt wele auy ſe 
To om he peueth histonde oz his catel 

And ſithnes g ought me aupſe right webe 

To who g yt ue mp gode a way fro me 
wele moche moꝛe g outtht foꝛ to auyſe me 
To Wtjon) || peue my body foꝛ alwey 
warne pou bele it is no childes play 
Co take a wyf Wittjoute aupſt ment 
Mey muſt enquereq this is mpy aſſent 
whette2 ſie be Wiſe ſobre 02 dronkle we 
An oute goe 02 otter we a ſhrewe 

a chideſter 02 a Waſte of thy gode 
Riche 02 poure 02 of maners Wode 

af be it ſo that no may fynde ſhalle 
None ty this woꝛlde that trottith hole in alſe 
Ne may ne beeſt ſuche as men can deuyſe 
But neuirtheleſſe it ought ynough ſuffice 
with any Wif if ſo that ſhe hadde 

Mo the wes gode thay heꝛ Sices badde 

And al this aſhith leyſe ꝛ to enquere 

Foz god it wote q haue wept ful many a tere 
ful pryuely ſithen Jhadde a wif 

Pryſe who ſo yt a weddedmannys kyf 
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Certayne ij fpnde it but coſt and care 
and ob eruaunces of alle bliſſes bare 
und yet god wote mp nyghhboures gboute 
And na mely of women many a route 
Sayn that haue the mooſt ſtedefaſt wif 
and che the mekeſt one that berith kyf 
But h wote beſt where wringitlj me my ſjo 
pe map ſoꝛ me rittht as ye lyhe doo 
up ſeth you pe be a may of age 
How that pe entre into mariage 
and namely with a yong wif and a fayre 
Dy him that made watyꝛ erthe and eyre 
The yongeſt may that is in alle this route 
s beſp pnoutt6 to bring it aboute 
To haue a wif afone but truſtith me 
pe ſhal nat pleſen heꝛ only peres thre 
Chis is to ſap to do je fn ple ſaunce 
A wif aſhith ful many ay obſeruannce 
pray pou that pe be nat euył apaped 
wele quod this January and haue pe ſayd 
Stra we foꝛ thy ſencke and thy prouerbes 
counte nat a panyeꝛ fuk of herbes 
Of ſcole termes wi ſeꝛ men than thou 
as tijou haſt herde hath ſentyd right noe 
To my purpoſe PDłace bo what ſap pe 
ſay he is a curſed man quod he 
That lettyti matromonpe ſiherly 
Und with that woꝛde they ryſen ſodenly 
And been aſſentyd anone that he ſholde 
De Wedded Whay him lyſt and where he Wolde 
High fante ſy and the beſp coꝛiouſneſſe 
Fro day to day gay ty the ſoule impreſſe 
Of Januarp aboute bis mariatte 
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any faire ſhappe and many faire piſage 

here paſſith ttroutth his herte ny (ft by ny(tht 
as Who ſo toke a myrꝛoure potiſſhed brittt 
And ſet it in a comon market place 

Than ſtjukde he ſe many a figure pace 

By tllis mproure and in the ſame Wiſe 

(Gay (January iy Witt his thouſfht deuyſe 

Of mapdens whjiche duelled there beſide 

He wiſt nat where he mygijt abyde 

Fot if one hadde Beaute in heꝛ face 

a nothe2 ſtont ty the peoples gract 

foꝛ her ſadneſſe and heꝛ benignyte 

Chat of the people grete Vopce hadde ſhe 

And ſom were riche and had badde name 

But neuirtheleſſe bit wixt erneſt and game 

He at the laſt appoynted him tz one 

And lete alte othez fro his herte gone 

And choſe her oy his oWne auctoꝛpte 

foꝛloue is blynde alday and map nat ſee 

And whahhe was in bis Bedde y brought 

He poꝛtreyed in his herte and in his thougjt 

Her freſſhe beaute ande age tendre 
Her myddel ſmalle he armes kong and ſtendre 
Ne2 wiſe gouernaunce and heꝛ gentykneſſe 
Nez womanfp beryng and heꝛ ſadneſſe 

And whan he was of heꝛ condeſcended 

Him thought his choſe mygit nat be amended 
Fo: Wtay he him ſelue concluded hadde 
him thought eche othez mannys Witte ſo badde 
That impoſſible it were foꝛ to replye 

Ayenſt his choyſe this was his fanteſpe 

His frendes ſent he to at his inſtaunce 

And praped them to do him that pleſaunce 
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That haſtety they wolde to him come 

He wolde a bridge theire la boure af 2 ſome 
Nedith no moꝛe foꝛ him to go ne rpde 
Be was appoynted there he wolde abyde 
Placebo cam and ehe his frendes ſone 
and alder firſt he badde them alle a bone 
That none of them none argumentes ſholde make 
apenſt the purpos whiche that he hadde y take 
whiche purpos was pleſaunt to god ſayde he 

and berrp grounde of his proſperpte 

{Ge ſapde ther was a mapdey in the toun 

wiiche that of beaute hadde grete renoun 

at were it ſo ſhe was of ſmatle degre 

Huffiſith him heꝛ youth and he beaute 

white mapde he ſayde he wolde haue to his wif 
Colede in eaſe and liolyne ſſe hiskyf 

and thanke god that he myght haue heꝛ alle 

That no wight with his bliſſe parte n ſhalle 

And prayed them to laboure in this ne de 

And ſhapey that he fayli ti nat to ſpede 

And than he ſapde his ſpyrite was at eaſe 

Chah is quod he nothing me map di ſpleſe 

Saue one thing prichith me my conſcience 

The wh iche J wyl reherſe in youre preſence 

yt haue herd ſayde ful long ſithnes agoo 

Chez map no man haue parfite bliſſes two 

Chis is toſapiyertt) and ehe in heuyn 

j*02 tlouttt te kept him fro the ſpnnes ſeuyn 

And ehe from encry braunche of that tre 

pet is there ſoparfpte proſperpte 

And ſo grete eaſe and kuſt in mariage 

Chat euiꝛ q am agaſt nowty mpy age 

That q ſhaf lede now ſo mery a tp 
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So dekicate withoute wo and ſtryf 

That i ſbak haue mp heuyn in erthe here 

oz ſithen derry heuyn is bought ſo dere 
with tribulacion and grete penaunce 

How ſholde they than that lyue iy ſuche pleſaunte 
as al Wedded men dooy with theire wyues 
Come to the bliſſe there criſt eterne on kyue is 
This is my drede and ye mp bretheꝛn twey 
Aſſoyleth me this queſtion q pou pray 
guſtinus Whiche that hatyd his folp 
Aunſlerd anone right iy his iapery 

And foꝛ he wolde his long tale abridge 

He wolde none othe2 auctozpte aledge 

But ſapde ſiꝛ if thez be none obſtahyt 
Ocher thay this god of his high mpracte 

und of his mercp map ſo foꝛ you wirche 
That oꝛ ye haue poure ritthtes of holy chirche 
ye map repente of wedded mannpstyf 

n Uhiche pe ſap the re is no Woo ne ſtryf 
And elles god foꝛbede but if he ſent 

{1 Wedded may grace him to repent 

wele oftez rathez thay a ſpngle man 

And therfoꝛe the beſt rede that g cay 
Diſpepreth pou nat hut haue ty memoꝛy 
Parauenture ſhe map be youre purgatoꝛy 
She may be goddes mene and goddes whippe 
Thay ſhat youre ſoule vp tohe uyy ſhippe 

S wifteꝛ than ay arobbe doth oute of a bowe 
hope to god he rafteꝛ ſhal ye hnowe 

That there nys none ſo grete felycite 

In martatte ne neum none ſhalbe 

That you ſhal let of youre ſaluacion 

So that ye hᷣſe it as ſhyt is and reſon 
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The luſtes of youre wif tempoꝛally 

and that pe pleaſe bez nat to amourouſty 
And that pe kepe you ehe from others ſpnne 
Mp tale is done foꝛ mp Witte is thynne 

Be nat agaſt herof mp dere brothc2 

But let Vs Wade fro this matere to ay othe2 
The wif of bathe if ye haue Bnderſt onde 
Of mariatte whiche haue ty honde 

Decla red hath ful wele in (ite ſpace 

fareth noW Wele god haue pou ty his grace 
Ind with this woꝛde he with his brother 
Hath take his leue and eche of them of other 
#02 Whay they ſa bbe it muſt nedes be 

They Wrought ſo by ſtigth and Wiſe tretye 
That this mapde whiche that May hight 

as haſtely as euiꝛ that ſhe mpgtit 

Shal Wedded be önto ganuarxye 

trobbe it Were pou long to tarpe 

you tolde of euer t ſcripte and bonde 
Dp Uhiche ſhe was enfroffed ty his fond 
Otheꝛ foꝛ to herke of heꝛ riche arraxe 

but fynally comen is the day 

That to the chi rche bothe becy they went 
#02 to reſcepue the holy ſacrement 

foꝛth cometh the preeſt with ſtoke a boute his neche 
and badde her be fphe Sarza and rebecke 
y wiſdome and trouthe of mariatte 

und ſapde his oꝛyſons in his pᷣſage 

und croched them and badde god ſholde them bles 
and made al ſihe2 pnoutth with holy neſſe 
Thus been they weddid with ſolempnyte 
Undat the feeſt ſytteth he and ſhe 

with othez woꝛthy folhe pon the dex s 
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af fulle of iope and bliſſe is the paleys 
And ful of inſtrumentes andbptapke 
The mooſt deynteous of alle ptaple 
Bifoꝛy him ſtode inſtrumen tes of ſuche a ſouy 
That Oꝛphus ne of Thebes amphioun 
Ne made neuiꝛ ſuche a melodye 
At euery courscamloude mpnſtrakcpe 
That ntuiꝛ ioab tromped foꝛ to here 
Neytheꝛ the theomodas half ſockere 
At thebes whan the cyte was in doute 
Bachus the wyne them ſhenkith alle aGonte 
And venus koutth Bpoy euerp Wittht 
Foꝛ Januarp was becomey heꝛ hnytthet 
und wolde bothe aſſapey his toꝛage 
n libertye as ehe iy mariage 
And with bez firebronde in heꝛ honde aboute 
Daunſith bifozy the bryde and alle the route 
And certaynly q daꝛ wele ſay right this 
men yus that god of weddyng is 
Da we neui: in his lyf ſomerp a Wedded may 
Hol de thou thy pea ſe thou poete marcian 
That Writeſt vs that ile a wedding me ry 
Of bez phikologye and of him mercu rye 
And of ſonges that the muſes ſong 
To ſmalle is bottje penne and ehe tontt 
ſor to diſcryue of this mariage 
Wh ay tendre youthe hadde wedded ſtouppntt age 
The re is ſuche myrthe that it map nat be Write n 
aſſay poure ſekue and than may ye wytten 
Uf that Jeacke 02 none ty this matere 
725 that ſittyth with ſo benygne chere 
2 tobe holden it ſemeth a faprpe 
Que ne heſter lohed neuiꝛ with ſuche ay eye 
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On aſſuere ſo meke afohe as ſhe 

5 map pou nat deuyſe al hez beaute 

But thus moche of tjez beaute telle j map 
That ſtje wastphe the brigijt mozoW of May 
ful filled of al beaute and of pleſaunce 

This Januarp is 2aupſſhed in a traunce 
ateuerp tyme he kobed on Hex face 
But in his herte he gan heꝛ manace 
That he that nyght in armes wol de her ſtreyne 
Barde2 thay Paris euiz did Etepne 

But neuirtheleſſe pet hadde he grete ppte 

That that nyght offe nde heꝛ muſt he 

and thouttht allas o tendre creature 

Nobb worde god pe myght wele endure 

dl my coꝛage it is ſo ſharpe and kene 

Jam a gaſt ye map it nat ſuſtene 

But god foꝛbede g dpd alle my mpttht 

Lobe wotde god it were woxe npgtjt 

Ind that the nyght wol de feſt euir mo 

wolde that at this people Were ago 

And fynally he doth alle his kla boure 

as he myght Beſt ſauyng his honure 

To haſt them fro the mete in ſubtel Wiſe 

The tyme cam that rea ſoy was to rpſe 

und aftez that mey daun ſedand dranke faſt 
und ſpices alle aboute the Houſe thep caſt 

And ful of iope and bliſſe is euery man 

Alle but a ſquyeꝛ chat hight Damyan 

wo iche carft bifoꝛe the hnptttit many a dap 

He was ſo raua ſhed on hiskady ay 

That foꝛ the Berrp peyne he was nyt) wode 
atmooſt he ſweltyd and ſwouned there he ſtode 
Do ſoꝛt hath Sens hurte him with heꝛ bronde 
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as that ſhe bare it daunſyng in heꝛ honde 

And to his bedde he went him ha ſtely 

Nomoze of him at this tyme ſpeke g 

But there q lette him wepe pnoutth and pleyn 

Tyf freſſie map wyl ze le vᷣpon his pepne 

o perlous fpre that in the bedſt ra we bredith 
O fampkiez fo that his ſeruice beditſ 

O ſeruaunt traptoure fals homely he we 

Cyhe to the addre ſligh in boſom vntre we 

God ſtjefd vs alle from youre acquepntaunce 

O ganuarpdronhen ty pleſaunce 

Of mariage. ſe hou that thy Da myan 

Thpy obne ſquyeꝛ and thy bozy may 

ntendith foꝛ to do the a vecſonp 

God graunte the thpy homely foo to aſpy 

For iy this woꝛlde nys Wozſe peſtikence 

Chan ay homel y fo alday iy thy preſence 

Parfourmedhath the ſonne his arhe dyurne 

Ne kengere map the body of him ſoiouꝛne 

On the oꝛiſont as in that latitude 

Nitt5t with his mantel that is ſoderhe and rude 

Gan for to ſpede the empſperp aboute 

#02 whiche departed is the kuſty route 

Fro January with thanke on euery ſyde 

Nome to theire houſes luſtely they ryde 

There as they do thinges as them pſt 

And when they ſe theire tyme they ho to reſt 

Sone afteꝛ this haſtely this hanua ry 

wolde go to bedde he wolde no lentzere tarp 

He drynbith ypocrace clarrey and bernatte 

And ſpices hote to encre ſe his coꝛage 

And many a lectuary hadde he ful fyne 

Suche as the curſed monke day conſtantyn 
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Bath writen iy his boke of coftu 

To ete them alte he wolde nothing eſcheu 

and thus to his pryue frendes ſayde he 

#02 ttoddes loue as ſone as it map be 

Let Bopde al this houſe in curteſe Wiſe 

And they haue done right as he wolde deuyſe 
tn dronkey and the trauezsdreWe anone 
This bryde was brought to bedde as ſtylle as ſtont 
und whay the bedde was with the preeſt bleſſid 
Oute of the chambre hath eue ry Wight him dre ſſid 
and January hath faſt iy armes tate 

Bis freſſhe may his paradiſe his make 

He lullith bez he hiſſith heꝛ ful ofte 

with the bryſſelles of his berd Bnſoft 

Lyhe to the ſnynne of hounde fyſſhe ſharp as brere 
ſoz he Was ſhaue alle ne we in his manere 

He rubbeth hez vᷣpon her tendre face 

and ſayde thus altas J muſt treſpace 

To pou my ſpouſe and pou gretły offende 

Oꝛ tpme come that q wyl doun de ſcende 

But natheleſſe con ſidreth wele quod he 

Ther is no Wozh may What ſo eueꝛ he be 

That may Woꝛche wele and haſtely 

This wolde be do at leyſeꝛ parfpttp 

tis no foꝛce hou long that we pley 

#1 tre we wedfoke coupled be we twep 

And bliſſed be the poke that we be in 

ſoꝛ iu oure actes We map do no ſyn 

a may may do no ſynne with his wif 

Ne hurte him ſelue With his oWne np 

ſoꝛ we haue leue to pley bs by the la we 

Thus lauboꝛith he tpl the dap gay da we 

nd thay he takith a ſoppe ty fyne ckarꝛe 
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und Sp right in his bedde ſittetth he 
And afteꝛ that je ſong ful koude and ckere 
And kyſſitſ his wif and makith wanton chere 
Ne was al coltyſſhe and ful of rage ry 

und ful of iargon as is fliched ppe 
The ſtache ſhynne aboute his neche ſhahit6 
while that he ſong ſoctauntetl fe andcrahit6 
But god wote wijat map ttjouttt in ez ferte 
whay ſhe ſa we him vy ſyttyng in his ſhert 

In his npttht cappe and with his necke lene 

She pryſeth nat his pleiyng Woztl a Gene 
Than ſapde he thus mp reſt g wol take 

Nob day is come g map no lengre wake 

And douy he leyde his hede and ſlepte tyl pryme 
und afteꝛ w han that he ſa we his tyme 

Pp riſeth Januarp but freſſhe map 

She hol dith heꝛ chambre tyl the fouztf day 

as vᷣſage is of wyues foꝛ the beſt 

For euery laboure ſomtyme muſt haue reſt 
Oꝛelkes kong map he nat endure 

This is to ſap nołyues creature 

Be it fyſſhe 02 byrde Beſte 02 may 

Now wyl h ſpche of wofulle Dampay 

That langureth foꝛ loue as pe ſha here 

The rfoꝛe q ſpehe to him in this manere 

ſap o ſely Pampay allas 

Aunſwere to this demaunde in this caas 

Nolw ſhalt thou thy lady freſſhe ay 

Telle thy woo ſhe wyl alwey ſap nap 

Ehe if thou ſpehe ſhe wol thy wo be wreyn 
God be thy helpe g cay no bettre ſeyn 

This ſeehe Dampay in Senus grete fyꝛe 


So brennyth that he dyeth for de ſyre 
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#0: whiche he puttpth his lyf in auenture 
Nolentzere mpttljt he in this Wiſe endure 
But prpuckp a penneꝛ gan he 6020We 

und in a lettꝛe Wrote alle his ſozowe 

jy manez of a complapnte 02a lay 

Vnto his freſſhe and faire lady map 
and in a purs of ſplhe hing it oy his ſherte 
He hath y put and y lepde it oy his herte 
That ganuarpy hath Wedded freſſhe map 
The mone that at none was that day 
Oute of Taure was iy the Cankez ſtpdey 
So long hath mapus in tjez cha mb re byde n 
ds cuſtome is bnto theſe nobles alle 

q byrde ſhal nat ety in the halle 

Tyi daies foure oz thre at the teſt 

Paſſed be thay lette him go to feeſt 

Che fourth day complete fro none to none 
Wbay that the high maſſe Was y done 

y halle ſat this ga nua ry and Map 

as freſſhe as is the bright ſome res dap 

Und ſo befyl that this gode may 

Reme mbrith him bpoy this Pampay 

and ſayde ſeint mary how may this be 
Chat dampayentendith nat to me 

ohe ap ſeeh 02 hob may this be tyde 

His ſquyeꝛ Whiche that ſtode him beſyde 
Sycuſedhim bicauſe of his ſrenneſſe 

Uh iche lettith him to do his beſyneſſe 

None othez cauſe mpttit make him to tarp, 
That me foꝛthinheth quod this January 
Be is a gentyk ſqupeꝛ hy mp trouthe 

ff that he dyrd it Were harme and routhe 
1)? is Wiſe diſcrete honeſt and ſecre 
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As any may J wote of his dehre 

und therto manly and eke ſeruyſable 

und for to be a tfriftp man ritt able 

But afteꝛ me te as ſone as euiꝛ q; map 

(J wpk mp ſekue viſyte him and map 

To do him al the comfoꝛte that j cay 

And foꝛ that woꝛde him bliſſed euery may 
That of his bountpe and of his gentykne ſſe 
Be wolde ſo comfoꝛte in ſekeneſſe 
His ſqupeꝛ foꝛ it was a gentyt᷑ dede 
Dame quod this [January tale gode hede 
That afteꝛ mete pe with pou re womeh affe 
whan pe haue be iy chambꝛe oute of this hal le 
That alle pe go to ſe this Damyan 

To do him di ſpoꝛte he is a gentyl man 

And tetfith that g wyk him Stſpte 

Baue q nothing but re ſtyd me a lyte 

And ſpede pou faſt foꝛ q wol abyde 
Tyl that pe ſfepe faſt hy my ſyde 
And with this wozde he (tay to him calfe 

u ſquyeꝛ that was mar ſhatł of his halle 

And tolde him certayn tijinges what he wol de 
This freſſhe may ha th ſtre iht ez wey holde 
with alle ez women vᷣnto this dampay 
Pony bp his bedde ſpde anone ſat ſhe than 
Comfoꝛtyng him as godely as ſhe map 

This da myay whan he his tyme ſap 

u pryuy wiſe his purſe and ene his bye 

(Jy whiche that he writen hadde alle his wyt 
Nath put into heꝛ honde withonten moꝛe 
Saue that he ſighed right wonderly ſoze 
And ſoftly to heꝛ right thus ſayde he 

Me rey and that pe diſcoueꝛ nat me 
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#6: Jam dede if that this thing be kpd 

This byl bad ſhe in heꝛ boſomtipd 

And we ute heꝛ Wep pe get nomoꝛe of me 

Vnto january compy there is ſte 

und on his beddes ſyde ſat ful ſofte 

te tal ith hez and kyſſith hez ful oft 

He cepde him doun to ſtepe and that anone 

Hhe fepned he2 as that ſhe muſt gone 

Chere as pe Wote euery Witzht muſt nede 

and wan ſhe of this bylle hath take hede 

dhe rente it alle to cloutes and at the laſt 

41 the prpue ſoſtkp ſhe bath it caſt 

who ſtudieth now but fapre freſſhe map 

1nd douy by ofde January ſyhefap 

That ſlept ty the cologh hath him awaked 

none he prapedhex to ſtripe hez nabed 

He wolde of hez he ſapde haue ſom pleſaunce 

He ſayde hez clothes dyd him encumbraunce 

und ſtje obeyeth be ſte keef 02 tothe 

But leſt that precious follꝛe with me be Wrotfe 

Hou that he Wrougzhjt da? you nat telle 

Oꝛ whether her thought it paradiſe oz helle 

But kette them Wirche ty theire Wiſe 

Cyl euyn ſong and that they muſt aryſe 

Were it hy deſtyne oꝛ by auenture 

were it by influence 02 bp nature 

£2 conſtillacioun that in ſuche aſt ate 

The heuyn ſtode that tpme foꝛtunat 

bas for to put a byl in Venus wezhes 

ſoꝛ alle thing hath tyme as ſayen clerkes 

To any woman for to gete He2 fone 

ay nat ſap but the grete god about 

Chat hnowitß that none acte is cauſeles 
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He demetl al — wyk holde my pea ſe 

But ſoth it is hon that this freſſie may 

Nath tahe ſuche impreſſioun that day 

Of ppte of this ſehe may Damyan 

That fro heꝛ hert ſhe it drpue ne can 

The rememb raunce fox to do him eaſe 

Certayn thought ſhe whom this thing diſpleaſe 
here reche nat {him aſſure 

To loue him beſt of any creature 

Though he nomoꝛe hadde thay his ſhert 

Co pyte rpnneth ſone in gentyl herte 

Here map pe here hou excellent fraunchiſe 

j women ts Whay they them na role aupſe 
Some tyrannt ther is as theꝛ be many one 
That hath an herte as hard as any ſtone 

whiche Wolde haue let him ſterue in the place 
wele rather thay haue graunted him grace 

And them reioyſen in theire cruel pryde 

and reched nat to be ay homyeyde 

This gentyl map fulfilled of af pyte 

Right ſo of her honde a lettre made ſhe 

y whiche ſte graunted him heꝛ Ber2p grace 
Cher lachith nought but only dap and ſpace 
where that ſhe mytzht to his luſt ſuffiſe 

ſo: it ſqal be right as he wol deuyſe 

And whan ſhe ſa we heꝛ tyme Vpoy a daye 
Coviſpte this Dampay goth this freſſhe map 
And ſubtefkp a lettre douh ſhe thriſte 

Vndre his pylobe rede it if him lyſt 

She tahith him by the houde and herd him twyſt 
So ſecretly that nomay it wyſte 

And badde him be alle hole and forth ſhe went 
To ganuary Whay that he foz Fez ſent ; 
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Pp riſeth da myan the next mozowe 

at paſſed was his ſekenes and his ſoꝛolbe 

Ge he inbitli im and proyneth him and pyhith 

Ge doth al that his lady luſt and liheth 

and eke to January he goth as ſolve 

ds euiꝛ dyd a dogge foꝛ the bo we 

ge is ſo pleſaunt to euery man 

#02 craft is alle who ſo that it can 

That euerp wight is fayne to ſpeke him gode 

And fully in the ladies grace he ſtode 

Thusket J dampan aboute his nede 

And in my tale fozth 5 wyl procede 

Some clerkes holden that fetpcite 

Stondith in delyte and ther foꝛe certayn he 

This noble Januarp with alle his mpghe 

y honeſt Wiſe as kongith to a knyglit 

Shope him to kyue ful del icſon ſly 

His houſyng his arraye as honeſtly 

To his degre was made as a kynges 

Among otheꝛ of is honeſt thinges 

He hadde a gardeyn walked alle with ſtone 

So fayre a gardepne wote ) noWtjere none 

Foꝛ oute of doute J verifp ſuppoſe 

That be that Wrote the romaynes of the Roſe 

Ne coude of it the beaute wele deupſe 

Ne priapus ne mpttht nat ſuffiſe 

Chough he be god of gardeyns foꝛ to telle 

The beaute of the gardyn and the Welle 

That ſtode Sndre a kaureꝛ alwey grene 

ful oft tyme hing pluto and his quene 

Proſerpyna and alle heꝛ feyrye 

Diſpoꝛten then andmahe melodye 
Jhboute that welle and daun ſed as men tolde 
/ 0 n 
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This noble hnpttbt this January the olde 
Suche deynte hath in it to walken and to plex 
That le wolde ſuffre no wight to bere the hey 
Saue he him ſelue fo of the ſmale Wphet 
Ne bare al wey of ſpfuez a clphet 

with the whiche whan he lyſt Bnſtjptte 
und whay he wolde pape his wif his dette 
J ſomeꝛ ſeaſoy thider wol de he go 

und may his wif and no wight but they two 
And thinttes that were nat do a bedde 

He in the gardeyn parfourmed it and ſped 
And iy this wiſe many a merp dap 

Cpuey this January and freſſhe map 

But Woꝛldly ioye map nat alWep endure 

To Januarp ne no woꝛldky creature 

O ſoden happe o thou fortune Bnſtable 
Cyhe vᷣnto the ſcoꝛpyoh ſo deceyuable 

That flaterſt with thy hede when thou wilt ſtyng 
hy tayle is deth througij thyn enuenymyng 
O brotyl ioye o thou ſuete popſoy queynte 
£ tou monſteꝛ that ſubtelly canſt peynte 
Thy gif tes Vndre he we of ſtedefaſtnes 

That thou deceyueſt bothe moꝛe and leſſe 
whp haſt thou ganuary thus deſceyued 

That haddeſt him foꝛ thy frende re ſceyued 
4nd nol thou haſt beraft bothe his eyen 

ſoz ſoꝛobe of whiche he de ſireth to dyen 
Aftas this January that is ſo fre 

Ampd his luſt and his proſperite 

s no woyen blynde and that al ſode nſy 
He wepeth and he wayleth pytouſly 

And ther withalke the fyre of Helouſye 

Leſt that ljis wif ſhalle fal iy ſome ſolxe 
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So brent his hert that he wol de fapne 
Chat ſome may bothe him and heꝛ hadde ſtapne 
#02 neuiꝛ aftez his deth ne his lyf 

Ne wolde he that ſhe were loue ne Wpf 

But cutrCpue as a widobbe ty clothes Blake 
Zool as the turtyl tkat hath loſt hez make 
Þutat the laſt afteꝛ a moneth 02 tlbey 

his ſoꝛobbe gan to ſwage ſott) to ſep 

oꝛ he Uyſt it may none ottjez be 

He paciently tobe his aduerſite 

daue oute of doute may he nat foꝛgoo⸗ 
That he ne was tefous euir moꝛe in oon 
whiche ielouſye it Vas ſo outrageous 

That netthez iu halke ne iy other hous 

Ne in none other place neuiꝛ the moo 

He worde ſuff re her foꝛ to ryde ne go 

But if that he hadde honde on heꝛ alwey 
j'02 Whiche ful of te weppth freſſtje map 
Chat konueth Dampay ſo tenderfp 

That ſhe muſt othez dye ſodenly 

D2 eſtes ſlje muſt haue him at hezleſte 

She wayteth whay her hezt Wolde to Sreſt 
V poy that othez ſpde this dampay 
Becomen is the ſoꝛoufulle ſt may 

That euiꝛ was foꝛ neither nyght ne day 
Ne myght he ſpeke a woꝛde with freſſhe map 
as of his purpos of none ſuche mateze 

Dut if that January muſt it here 

That hadde an honde vᷣpon her enirmo 

But neuirtheleſſe by writyng to and fro 
And prpue ſignes wyſt he what ſhe ment 
und ſhe hne We of the ſame his entent 

O Januarp What myght it the auayle 
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Thoutth thou mptt6tyſt ſe as feꝛ as ſhip doth ſaple 
ffoꝛ as gode blynde is deceyued to be 

as to be de ſceyued whan a man may ſe 

Co argus whiche that hadde ay lundreth eyen 
ſo: af that euiꝛ he coude poure oꝛ prpey 

yet was he blent aud god wote ſo be mo 
Chat wenyn wele that it is no thing ſo 
Paſſe ouiꝛ this and ea ſe h ſay nomoꝛe 

Chis freſſhe map of whictie g ſpate of poze 

n warm Weyljatt) prentpd thisc>pyhet 

Chat January Gaaz of the ſmake Wphet 

Dp Wbiche Bnto his gardeyn oft he went 

and Pampay that knee her entent 
Thectchet countrefetpd prpuckp 

The re is nomoꝛe to ſap but haſtely 

So me wondre by this ckyhet ſtak be tyde 
whiche ye ſhal here if ye Wyl abyde 

O nobie ouyde ſoth ſayeſt thou god wote 
what ſeight it is though it be long and hote 
That he nyl fynde it oute iy ſome ma nere 
Hp prya mus and tyſby map men here 
Though they were kept ſtrept long oniꝛ alle 
They bee accoꝛded rownpntf through a walle 
There no wight coude haue founde ſuche a ſittht 
But nob to purpos oꝛ that dates eptthe 

were paſſed oꝛ the moneth of Jupk be fylle 
That ganuary hath caught ſottrete a wylle 
Through eggyng of his wif him foꝛ to yley 
In his gardeyn and no wight but they twep 
That in a moꝛobe bnto this may ſapde hie 
Ryſe Vp mp wif my loue my lady fre 

The turteles Popce {herd mp ſpouſe ſwete 
The wynteꝛ is gone With bis raynes Wet? 


The Marchauntes Tale 


Come fo2tlh wit thyn epy columbynt 
Now faprer been thy epey thay is wyne 
Tie gardeyne is ckoſed al aGoute 

Come foꝛth my ſÞete ſpouſe oute of doute 
Thou haſt me wounded in myn herte o wyf 
No ſpot of the ne hne weg in at my [pf 
Come foꝛth and fet Bs tahe 0.re diſpoꝛte 
chees the foꝛ my Wpf and foꝛ my com foꝛte 
duche ol de le wde woꝛdes pᷣſed he 

On dampah a ſigne made ſte 

That he ſholde go Bifozne With his clehet 
This Dampantatt opned the wyhet 

und in he ſtert and that ty ſuche manere 
That no wight myght it ſee ne here 

And ſtylle he ſat vbndꝛe a buſſhe anone 
This ſanuary is błynde as is a ſtone 

With may in his honde and no wight moo 
n to this freſſhe gardeyn is he goo 

And clapped to the wyhet ſodenly 

Hold wif quod he here nys but thou and J 
Chat art tije creature that ij beſt fone 

j*02 bp that fozde that ſytteth Vs al aboue 
adde leuyꝛ right nowe dye ona hnyf 
Chan the offendey mpy obbne dere wyf 

j'02 goddes ſake thynhe hou z ttje che ſe 

Hut foꝛ couetyſe ne otheꝛ ttodr douttes 

But only foꝛ the fone gj hadde to the 

And though that j be olde and map nat ſe 
Ve tome tree and z Wyk tel the why 
Certes thre thinges ſhulde ye Wynne therby 
\irſt loue of criſt and to youre ſelue honouꝛe 
and alle mpy heritage Bothe toun and toure 
yeue it you makitij charter as youfyſt 


o im 
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This ſhat be do to moꝛowe oz the ſonne riſte 
So wiſely god mp ſoule brynge to blys 
And J pray you of couenaunt pe me kyſſe 
And though J be iekous wyte me nouttht 

pe be ſo depe prynted in my thouttbt 

That whay Jconſidre poure beaute 

And ther with al the Snfphfp eld of me 
may nat certes though Fufde dpe 
ſo2bere to been oute of poute companye 
j*o2 berry loue this is withouten doute 
No hyſſe me wyf and feet vs roume aboute 
This freſſie map Whan ſhe the woꝛdes herde 
Denyttnefp to Januarp aunſwerde 

But fiſt and foꝛ ward ſte began to wepe 
aue quod ſte a ſoule for to hepe 

s beetle as ye and alſomyy honoure 

And of mp wifhode that tendre floure 
Whic je that haue aſſured in youre honde 
whay that the preeſt to you my body bonde 
wherfoꝛe Jwyl aunſWere in this manere 
with the keue of pou my loꝛde ſo de re 

pray to god that neuiz dawe that dap 
That jne ſterue as foule as woman map 
If cuir 5 do to my hynne that ſhame 

©: elles that gempepre ſo my name 

That J be fals and if i do that lache 

Do ſtripe me and put me iy a ſache 

And ih the next ryueꝛ do me drenche 

Jam a gentył woman and no wynche 

Why ſpehe pe thus but men be euiꝛ vntrue 
And wome y haue repreef of pou ap ne we 
ye can none otheꝛ comunytacioun Jfene 
But ſpcke to Bo of bntruſt and bo reprene 
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nnd with that woꝛde ſhe ſa we where Dampan 

Sat iy a buſſhe and hnele he began 

And with bez fyngers ſignes made ſhe 

That dampay ſholde clymbe vp oy a tre 

That charged was with frute and Bp be went 

Foꝛ beryly he hne le al her entent 

und euery ſigne that ſhe coude make 

wele bet than JanuarphezoWne make 

#0211 a lettre ſhe hadde tolde him al 

Of this matere hoW he wirche ſhalle 

und thus g let him ſyt in the perpe 

and January with map roumpntt merp 

6 Ritt5t was the ſonne and btewe the firmament 
Plebus of golde doune bis beames hath ſent 

Totifadey euery ffoure With bis warmneſſe 

He was that tyme iy geminis as tteſſe 

But lytel fro his deck ynacioun 

Df Cancer ioutsevaltacioun 

And ſoit fyl in a bright mozoWe tyde 

That iy the garden on the ferthez ſyde 

Pkuto that is hing of the feyrye 

and many a lady in his companp 

ſokoWint his wif the que ne proſerppne 

che after otheꝛ right as any lyne 

whiles that ſhe gadred floures 19 a mede 

y claudyan pe may the ſtozpes rede 

Hob in his gry ſely carte he heꝛ fette 

This hyng of feyrye adouy him ſette 

Ypoy a benche of turues fapre and grene 

und right anone ſayde he thus to his que ne 

My wif quod he thez may no wight ſap nap 

Ahe evpertence ſoproneth it enerp day 

Che treaſoy whiche that women do to man 


ont enemas; 
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Ten hundretß thouſand tellen can 
Enſamplcs and of youre vntrouthee a — mob 
O Sala mon Wiſe and richeſt of alle riche ſſe 
Ful filled of ſapiente and of wozkdkp gloꝛy 
wele woꝛthy be thy woꝛdes iy me moꝛy 

To euery wight that wyt and rea ſoy can 
Thus pryſeth he yet the bounte of man 
Umontt a thouſand men pet fonde h one 

But of alle women pet fonde he neuiꝛ none 
Thus ſayd the king that ſohnoWith ponz wikednes 
And geſus filius Sirach as h geſſe 

Ne ſpehith of you But ſeldpy reuerence 

a wylde fpre anda coꝛrupte peſtifcnce 

So falle oy youre Bodies pet to nytht 

Ne ſc ye nat this honoura ble hnyght 
Bicauſe aſfas that he is bkpnde and olde 

His 0oWne may ſhal mahe him cohecolde 

Co where he ſitteth the kick oure ty the tre 
Nob ͤ wol Jgrannte of my mageſtye 

Vnto this olde bkpnde worthy hnygt 

T bat he ſſal haue agayn his eyen ſittht 

whay that his wif wol de do him vikonp 

Thay ſhjal he hnobe alle ſez herlotry 

Bothe ty repreef of heꝛ and otheꝛ mo 

pe ſhal quod Proſerpina and wil pe ſo 
Nob bp my modris ſoule ſir i ſwere 

That ꝗ ſhat yeue heꝛ ſufficiaunt aunſwere 
And al women after foz heꝛ ſake 

Th ough they be in any gykt p take 

wit) face holde they ſhal them ſelue excuſe 
And bere him douy that wolde them accuſe 
For lache of annſwere none of them ſhal dycn 
A hadde he ſeen a thing with bothe his eyeyß 


— * * . 
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pet ſhal we women ſo biſage it hardely 

and wepe and ſwere and chide ſubtelly 

So that pe men ſhal be as le lde as gees 
what reckith me of youre auctoꝛitees 

wote wele this ge we this Sala mon 

fonde of vs women mo foults thay one 
But thoutth be ne fonde no gode woman 

pet haue ther founde many a nothez man 
women fulle true ful gode and bertuous 
wytnes of them that duelle in criſtes houſe 
with martyrdome they preuyd theire conſtaunce 
The Romapne geſtes the mae remembraunce 
Of manpa verp true wif al ſo 

But ſiꝛ ne be nat wrothe alſo 

al though he ſayde he fonde no gode woman 
pray you tale the ſentence of the man 

He ment thus that iy ſouerapne bounte 
Nys none but god that ſitteth in trinyte 

Ey foꝛ verp god that nys but one 

What mahe pe ſo moche of Sala mone 

What though he made a tempfe goddes Houſe 
what though he Were riche and gloꝛyus 

Zo made he ehe a temple of falſe goddes 
Hob mptttht he do a thing that moꝛe foꝛbode is 
Parde as fayꝛe as ye his name enplaſtre 

He was a lechoure ande he ay pdolaſtre 
And in his elde he verzp god foꝛſohe 

And if god ne hadde as ſapett) the bohe 
pſpared foꝛ his faders ſabe he ſholde 

Haue loſt his reiftne ratheꝛ than he wolde 
yeue right nought of alle the velony 

That he of women writeth a butter {fe 
ama woman nedes J muſt ſpeke 
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Oꝛ elles ſwelke tyl my herte to brehe 

Foz ſithen pe ſap that we be iangelereſſes 
as euir q mot broke hole mp treſſes 

(5 ſhak nat ſpare nowe fox nocurteſpe 
To ſpehe him ha rme that wolde Bs vefonp 
Dame quod this pluto be nełengere Wrothe 
4 pene it bp but ſithen i ſWere mpy oth 
That a wyl graunte him his ſight attepy 
Mp worde ſhak ſtonde (5 ſap you certapy 
am a hyngt it ſptteth me nat to lye 

and Ja quene quod ſhe of the feyrye 

Geꝛ aunſwere ſſal ſhe haue J öndertake 
Vet Vs no moo Wordes herof make 
Forſoth ,| wyl yon no lengere contrarp 
Nob let bs turne attapy tohanuary 

at in the gardeyn with his freſſhe map 
Dyngeth futmerpez thay the poppntteap 
pou loue  Geſt and ſhal and other none 
Do lontz aboute the aleys is he gone 

Tyl he was tome apenſt that ifhe pery 
Where as this Da myan ſytteth ful mery 
And high among the freſſhe leuys grene 
This freſſhe may that ts ſo bright and ſhene 
Gan for to ſitth and ſayde allas my ſpde 
No ſir quod ſtje foꝛ aught that map betyde 
muſt haue of the perys that (j ſe 

Oꝛ z muſt dye ſo ſozefonttith me 

To ete of the ſmale perys grene 

Helpe foꝛ he: loue that is of heuyn que ne 
telle pou wele a woman in my plyte 
Map haue in frute ſo ttrete ay appetpte 
That ſhe map dye but ſhe of it haue 
Alas quod he that q ne hadde here a hnane 
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That coude clymbe allas allas quod ſe 

But J am bkynde pe ſtr no foꝛce quod ſie 
But wol de pe ouch ſauf foꝛ goddes ſahe 
The perp within youre armes fox to take 
#02 wele g wote that pe myſtruſt me 

Than ſholde J >pmbe wele pnoutth quod ſhe 
So q my fete myght ſet bÞpoy youre bake 
Certes quod he therof ſhal be nok abe 
Mytiht q pou helpyn with my herte blode 

He (toupitlh doun and on his bake ſhe ſtode 
and cauttht heꝛ by a twiſtte and Bp ſhe gotſſe 
Ladies q prap pon be nat Wrothe 

can nat gloſe j am a rude may 

and ſodenkp anone this dampay 

Gay pulle vp the ſmoke and in he throng 
und Whay that pluto ſale that wrong 

To qanuarp paue ayey his ſitthe 

und made him ſe as wele as euiꝛ he mygßt 
and when that he had caught his ſight agayn 
Ne Was no may of thing ſofapne 

But on his wif his thought was euizmo 

Vp to the tre he caſtith his eyen two 

and ſawe how dampay his wif hath dreſſed 
h ſuche maneꝛ it may nat beevpreſſed 

But if J wolde ſpeke Sncurteſkp 

Dute helpe alkas harꝛowe he gan crye 

O ſtronge lady hoꝛe what doſt thou 

and ſhe aunſwered ſix what ayleth yon 
Haue pacience and reaſon in yonꝛe mynde 
haue you holpen of bothe youre tyen blynde 
Yp perekof mp ſoule i ſhalle nat lich 

{9 me was taught to hele with youre eyen 
was no thing bette to make por to ſe 
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Than foꝛ to ſt rogyt with a man iy a tre 

God wote i dyd it in ful gode entent 
Strogyl quod he. pe algate in it went 

God peue pou bottje a ſhamps detlj to dyen 
He dyd right ſo J ſawe it with mpy eyen 

And elles g be hanged bp the hals 

Than is quod ſtje mp medicyne fals 

For certaynly if pe mpttht ſee 

ye wolde nat ſap theſe woꝛdes to me 

pe haue ſome glemyſyng and no pezfpte ſittht 
i ſe quod he aſwele as euiz (Jmpttht 

Thanked be god with both mpy epey two 

And by my trouthe me thought he dyd ſo 

pe maas gode ſyꝛ quod ſhe 

This thanhe haue gj foꝛ j made pou ſee 

ntfas quod ſhe that euiꝛ q was ſo hynde 
Now dame quod he kat af paſſe oute of mynde 
Come doune mp leef and if j haue myſſayde 
God helpe me ſo as g am euptapaped 

But by mp fadre ſoule g went haue ſeyn 
Now that this dampay hadde bp tle leyn 
And that thy ſmoke he leyde vᷣpon his breeſt 

pe ſir quod ſhe ye map wene as ye leſt 

But ſirquod ſhe a may that wahith of his ſtepe 
He map nat ſo ſodenkp take hepe 

Vpo0n a _ ne ſeit ſo parfytly 

Tyl that he be wele ada wed veꝛyly 


Right ſoa man that long blynde hath be 
Ne map nat ſodenly ſo ſone wele ſe 
Firſt whay his ſight is compy agayne 
As he that hath a dap 02 tepne y ſepy 
T pl that poure ſittht y ſatekpd be a while 
Ther may ful manpa ſight pou begyle 
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Bewaaꝛ J prap pon foꝛ Bp ſeuyn hing 
Cukle many a man wenyth to ſe a thing 
and yet it is al anottjez thay it ſemeth 
He that my ſconceyueth oft mys demeth 
und with that woꝛde ſhe lept fro the tre 
This January whois gladde but be 

He hyſſith heꝛ and clepith ez fulle oft 
and on ez wombe he ſtrikith heꝛ ful ſoft 
and to his paleys home he hath her tadde 
Now gode meyg pray pou be merp and gladde 
Thus endith here mp tale of Januarp 
God bliſſe Vs alle and his modre gary 


Bere endith the marchauntes take 
And folobith the Hqupers prologue 


o Dre hooſt ty his ſtiroppcs ſtondith anone 
And ſapde godemey herhneth cuerichone 

This was a ſharpe tale foꝛ the noncs 

Diꝛ pa riſſſe preeſt quod he foꝛ goddes Cones 

Tel vs a tale as was thy foꝛ ward poꝛe 

ſe wele thatkabouꝛed mey iykoꝛe 

Lnowe moche thing bp goddes dignyte 

The parſoy him aunſwerd benedicite 

what ayleth the man ſo ſinfully to ſwere 

Ourehooſt aunſwerde 0Jankpy be ye there 

ſmelle a kgllere in the wynde quod he, 


ob gode ey quod oure hooſt herleneth me 
abpdith foꝛ goddes digne paſſiouy 

102 we ſhat haue now a predicacionty 

This lollare wyl preche vs here ſomWhat 
Nap by mp fadre ſoule that ſhal be nat 
vapor the Hquyez, te ſhal nat here preche 


Tie Squyers Profottue 


Ne ſhal no goſpel gloſe here ne teclſe 
we leue al in the ttrete god quod he 

Ne wolde ſowe ſom difficultyve 
£2 ſpryngen cohyl ty oure cłene coꝛn 
and ther foꝛe hooſt q warne the bifoꝛn 
My ioly body ſhal a tale telle 

undd ſhatce clynke you a ioly belle 
That it ſhak wakyn alle this company 
But it ſhal nat be of phifoſoptjp 

Ne of phyſlias ne termes queynte of ka we 
There is but lytel katyn in my mawe 


Here endith the ſqupers prologue 
And here begynneth his Tale 
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a T ſurrye in the onde of Tartary 
There duelled a hing that warꝛed ruſſp 


Chrought Whiche thez dyed many a doughty man a 
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That nobłe h pntt was clepyd Cambuſcan 
whiche ty his tyme Was of ſo (trete renoun 
That ther was noWhere ty no regioun 

do e vcelte nt aloꝛde ay alle thing 

he lached nauttht that longed to a hyng 
as of the ſecte of whiche he was Gozy 

He hepte his lay to Whiche he Was ſwoꝛne 
and therto he was hardy Wiſe and riche 
Pytous iuſt and atWep ylyche 

Soth of his worde benpttne and honourable 
Of his coꝛatze as any centez ſtable 

pontt freſſhe ſtrong iy armes deſirous 

ds any bacheſe2 duelling 19 his houſe 

a fayre perſone he was and foztunate 
And hept alley ſo wele ryalle eſtate 

That there was noWheze ſuche a may 
This noble kyng this tartyꝛ Cambuſca 
He hadde to ſoꝛnes oy alphete his wyf 
Of uhiche the eldeſt hight Ufttarſpf 

That otheꝛ ſonne was cleped camballo 

d doughteꝛ hadde this woꝛthy hing alſo 
That yongeſt was and hight Canace 

But foꝛ to telle pou of he beaute 

t lyth nat in mp tonge ne in mp connpntt 
daꝛ nat take oy me ſo high a thing 

And alſo myn englyſſhe che is inſufficient 
t muſt be a clerte and a rethouꝛ excellent 
That hne we the coloures longing to that arte 
A ſholde diſcrpue her ty euery parte 

Jam no ſuche muſt ſpeke as can 

und ſo befyk this cambuſcay 

Bath twenty wynter bozy his dpademe 
go he went fro yere to pere y deme 
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He leet the feſte of his natiuyte 

Done cry through oute Harap the cyte 

The laſt dus of Marche afteꝛ the pere 
Ptebus the ſonne ful iolp was and clere 
Voꝛ he Was npfth his exaltacioun 

n martis fate and in his manſioun 

n aries the hote coferphe ſigne 

fur luſty was the wettjez and Benpttne 

Foz Whiche the foules apenſt the ſonne ſhene 
what foꝛ the ſeaſoy and the pontt grene 

ful kloude ſontte thetre affectiouns 

Them ſemed to gettyn them protectiouns 
apenſt the ſwerde of wynteꝛ hene and colde 
This cambuſcan of Whiche g pou tolde 

In ryalle veſtmentes ſat oy his deps 

with dyade me ful high in his pale ys 

And helde his feſt ſo ſolempne and riche 
That i» this woꝛlde was there none it liche 
Of whiche if J ſholde tel al the arap 

Clay wolde it occupye a ſomeres dap 

und che it nedith nat to deupſe 

At euery cours the oꝛdre of theire ſeruyſe 
wylk nat telle of theire ſtraunge ſewps 

Ne of theire ſwannps ne of theire heronſewes 
he in that londe as telle hnytzhtes ofde 
Js ſome mete that is ful deynte holde 

That in this londe men reche of it but ſmalle 
There is no may that may repoztey alle 
wol nat tarp foꝛ it is pryme 

And fo: it is no frute butkoſſe of tyme 
Vnto mp firſt take J wol haue my recours 
And ſo befyl that afteꝛ the thridde cours 
While this hyng ſat thus in his nobleye 
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herb nyntz his mynſtralles theire tlhinttes pley 
Hifozy him at his boꝛde deliciouſly 
y at the halle doꝛe al ſodenky 
Che re cam a hnygit vpoy a ſtede of braſſe 
and iy his honde a rode mpr2our of glas 
Vpon his thombe he hadde of golde a ryng 
and by his ſyde a naked ſwerde hanging 
and bp he rydeth to the hitth Boꝛde 
n al the hatle ne was there ſpoke a Wozde 
| Foz meruaple of this h nyght him to beholde 
And biſely they Wapten yong and olde 
The ſtraunge knptht that cam ſo ſodenty 
a armed ſaue his hede ful richety 
YHalupth hpntt quene and loꝛdes alle 
Dp oꝛdre as they ſytten ty the halle 
| With ſohieth reuerence and obepſaunce 
As bele in ſpeche as ih countenaunce 
Chat Gawey with his olde curteſpe 
| Thougghe Were come attapy oute of faprye 
N coude him amende with a wozde 
And after this bifoꝛe the high boꝛde 
Ge with manly voyte ſapde his me ſſatze 
Afteꝛ the four me vſed iy his langage 
withoute vpce of ſilkable oꝛ lettre 
und for his tale ſhulde ſeme the bettre 
Accoꝛdaunt tohis woꝛdes Was hischere 
Us techith arte of ſpeche them that it lere 
Al be it that Icah nat ſounde his ſtyle 
Ne Jcay natclymbe on ſo high a ſtyle 
Chay ſay ithus to the comoyentent 
Thus mode a mounteth alle that he ment 
it ſo be that g haue it in mynde 
He ſapde the hyng of azabpe and of ynde 
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My liege loꝛde on this ſole mpne dap 
Haſuptt pou as he Geſt can aud may 

And ſendith you honoure at poure feſt 

Vy me that am al redy at poure ſeſt 

Quis ſtede of braſſe that ea ſily and wele 
Can ty the ſpace of a day naturelł 

Chis is to ſay in foure and twenty houres 
Whe re pou kyſt ty droughte oꝛ in ſhoures 
Bere youre body into euerp place 

To whiche youre herte wyrneth foꝛ to paſe 
wittjonte Wem of pou throug i foule oꝛ fapre 
Oꝛ if you lyſt to fle as high in the ey re 

us 00th ay egłe han him kyſt to ſoꝛe 

This ſame ſtede ſhal bere pot tuirmoꝛe 
wittoute har me tyl pe be there pe lyſt 
Though that pe ſtepe on his backe oz reſt 
nd turne attapy with wrying of a ppy 

He that it wrought coude many a gyn 

Be wapted manp a conſtellacioun 

©: that he adde wrought his operacioun 
and hne we many aſeale and many a bonde 
This myrꝛoure che that iq haue in myn honde 
Huth ſuche a myght that men map in it ſe 
Way theꝛ ſhal falle any aduerſite 

Vnto poure reittne 02 vᷣnto youre ſelue alſo 
And openly Who is youre frende 02 foo 

And oui: af this if any lady bright 

Bad ſet her hert 0) any manez hnptthe 

f he be fals ſte ſhal his trea ſon ſe 

Nis ne we loue and affe his ſubteltye 

So openly that ther ſhal no thing hyde 
Wherfoze ayenſt this kuſty ſomers tyde 
This myrꝛoure and this ryng as ye may ſe 
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he ſent hath to my lady Tenace 

youre excellent doughteꝛ that is here 

Che vertue of this rynge if ye wol here 

s this. if that it lyſt heꝛ foꝛ to were 

V pon bez thombe oꝛ in heꝛ purſe it Bere 

There is no foule that fteeth vndre heuyn 
That ſte ne ſhalle bnderſtonde his ſteuyn 

and hnoWe his menyng openly and plapy 
and aunſWere him in his kangage agayn 

Aud euery gras that grolwith Spoy the rote 
She ſhal hnowe and whom it wok do bote 

al be his wounde neuiꝛ ſo depe 02 wyde 

This naked ſwerd that hangith by mp ſyde 
Suche bertue hath that what may pe ſmpte 
Throutth oute his armure it wol herne and byte 
were it as thiche as a braunched oke 

And what man is wounded with the ſtrobe 

He ſhalle neuiꝛ be hole tyl pe [iſt of grace 

Co ſtryhe him with the platte in the ſame place 
There he is hurt that is as mebyl to ſap! 

pe muſt with the plat ſwerde attapy 

Htrphe him in the wounde and it Wol cloſe 
This is Verzp ſoth withouten gloſe 

t fapteth nat whiles it is in youre holde 

and Whay the hngt hadde thus his tale tolde 
He rode oute of the helle and don y he light 
Bis ſtede whiche that ſhone as the ſonne rige 
Stondith in the court” ſtylle as any ſtone 
This hnygght into the chambre is led anone 
And is dnarmed and to mete y ſette 

The preſentes be right richely fette 

CThio is to ſap the ſwerd and the myrꝛoure 
Veen boꝛu anone to the high toure 


p. 


The Squpers Tale 


With certayne officers demed therfoꝛe 
And into Canace this ryngz is boze 
Solemnelp there ſhe ſat at the table 

But ſiterfp withouten any fable 

Thie hozſe of bras that map nat be remeuyd 
(jt ſtont as it were in the grouude p cleuyd 
They map it nat oute of the place dipue 
Foz none engynes wyndas ne polyue 
And cauſe why foꝛ they can nat the craft 
and therfoꝛe in the place they haue it (aft 
Tyl that the knyght haue taught them the mauer 
To boyden him as ye ſhal aftez here 
Gꝛete was the peees that ſwermyd to and fro 
To garen on the hoꝛſe that ſtode ſo 

Foꝛ it ſo high was ſo brode and ſokontt 
So wele propoꝛcioned to be ſtrong 

Right as it were a ſtede of lumbardy 
Ther with ſo hoꝛſely and ſo quycke at eye 
As it a gentyl poleyn courſeꝛ Were 

ſor certes fro his tayle Bntoljis ere 
Nature ne arte conde him nat amende 

Ju no degre as alle the people wende 

But eutrmoze thetre mooſt wondre was 
Bob it coude go and was of bras 

t was a fayre as af the people ſemed 
Dyuerſe foche dpuerſty they demed 

as many hedes as many Wpttes the2 been 
They moꝛmyd as doth a ſwarme of been 
And makey ſhykles afteꝛ theire fanteſye 
Reherſyng of the olde poetrye 

And ſayde it was lyke the pegaſe 

The hoꝛſe that hadde wynges fox to fle 
Oꝛ elles it was the grehes hoꝛſe Synoy 


_— a 
© = © 


- 


The Squpers Tale 


That brought troye Lnto diſt ructioun 

As men in olde geſtes rede 

Mpyhert quod one is eulrmoꝛe in drede 

J trowe ſom men of armes be the rin 

That ſhape tem this cyte foꝛ to wynne 

It were right (ode that alle ſuche thing Were hnoWe 
Anotheꝛ rowned to his fea we (owe 

And ſayde he lyed foꝛ it was rather lyhe 

Au apparence made bp ſom mattphe 

us ioglours pleyn at the feſtes grete 

Of ſondry doutes they iangel and trete 
astewde people de me alday comontp 

Df thinges that becy made moꝛe ſubtelly 
Than they can in theire fewdneſſe comprehende 
They de men gladly to the Gaddez ende 

und ſom of them Wondred on the myrꝛouꝛ 
That 6029 was pp in the mayſteꝛ toure 

Bou men mygl: in it ſuche thinges ſe 

Un otheꝛ ann ſwerd and ſayde it myght wele be 
Naturally made by compoſiciouns 

Df aunttefs and of ſkp reflectiouns 

And ſayde that in rome was ſuche one 

They ſpake of afocey and of bytekone 

And of ariſtotle that writen in theire lyues 

Of queynte myrzours and of proſpectatyues 
us h nabbe they that haue theire bohes herde 
And otheꝛ folke haue wondred on the ſwerd 
That wol peryſſhe through euery thing 

And felle in ſpeche of thelephus the hing 

And of achilles with his queynte ſpere 

1.02 he coude with it bothe hele and dere 

Right in ſuche wiſe as men map with the ſwerde 
Of bhiche rittht no we pe haue youre ſefuc herd 
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ſpehen of ſondry hardyng of metal 
And ſpehey of medicpnes tber withalle 
und hou and wan it ſholde hardyd be 
whiche vnk noble is algate to me 

Tho ſpehe they thay of Canaces rpnſe 
And ſayde that al ſuche wondre thing 
O feraft of rynges herde they neuiꝛ noon 
Saue that he moyſee and hing Sala mon 
Hadde a mane2 connyng of ſuche ay arte 
Thus ſayn tte people anddraWey them a parte 
But neuirtheles ſom ſapde that it was 
wonder to make of fern aſſhes glas 

And pet is glas nat lyhe aſſhen of fern 

But foꝛ they haue knobbe it ſo fern 

Ther fore ſeſith theꝛ iangryng and thez Woudre 
As ſoꝛe wondre ſome on cauſe of the thundre 
On ebbe and floode on goſſomeꝛ 1nd oy myſt 
and on alle thing tyl the cauſe is wyſt 

Thus ianget they and demyn ano deuyſe 

Ty that tie hyng hay from his boꝛde aryſe 
Phebus hathjloſt the angle merydional 

and yet aſcendyng was the beſt ryalle 

The gentyl kyoun with his aldryan 

whay tat this tartyꝛ hyng Cambuſcay 

Roſe from his boꝛde there he ſat ful hye 

Bi foꝛn him goth the koude mynſtralcye 

b Tyl that he cam to his chambre of paramentes 


There as they ſownyn dyuers inſtrumentes 
That is phe an heuyn for to ſere 

Nob daunſen luſty benus children dere 

For in the fyſſhe theire kady ſat ful hye 

And lohed on them with a frendly eye 

Tyl the noble hyng is ſet $poy his trone 
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This ſtraunge knpt#6t is fet to him ful ſone 
And on the daunce goth with Canace 

Bere is the reuel and the iolyte 

That is nat abłe a duf may to deupſe 

Ne muſt haue hnoWe loue and his ſeruyſe 
and bea feſtliche may as freſſhe as map 
That ſhaf pou deupſey ſuche arzap 

who coude pou telle the fourme of daun ſes 
So vncouthe and ſo freſſhe contenaunces 
Suche ſubtel loh nge and diſſpmlpnties 
Foꝛ drede of ielouſpe mennps perſepupnttes 
No man but Launcefot and he is dede 
Cherfoꝛe i paſſe oniꝛ of al this luſt phede 
ſap no moꝛe but in this iolpneſſe 

tete them tyl men to ſoupeꝛ them dreſſe 

The ſteward biddyth ſpices foꝛ to hyr 
zindehe the wyne in alle this melodyr 

The ůſſhers and the ſquyers beey gone 

The ſppces and the wyne is come n anone 
They ete and drynke and Whay this was at ende 
Ynto the temple as reaſoy was they wende 
The ſerupce done they ſoupen al by dap 
what nedith me to reherſe theire arꝛay 

che man wote wele that a hynges feſt 
Hath plente to the mooſt and to the (eſt 

and deyntes mo than be iy mp khnowyng 
And afteꝛ ſouper goth this noble kyng 

Co ſe this hoꝛſe of Graſſe with alle the ronte 
Of loꝛdes and of ladies him aboute 

Huche wondryntz was there of this hoꝛſe of bras 
That ſithen the grete ſege of troye was 
There as men ſalve ſuche ay hoꝛſe al ſo 

Ne Was there ſuche wondryng as was tho 
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But fynally the king aſked the knygt 
The ſpnatipe this courſeꝛ and the mp(tht 
And praped to telle him hie gouernaunce 
The hoꝛſe anone gan to trippe and daunce 
whan that this h nyglit leyde honde on his rapne 
And ſayde ſir ther is nomoꝛe to ſapne 
But whay poulyſt to ryde any Where 
pe muſt trylle a pyn that ſtont in his ere 
wh iche g ſihalle you telle bit ix Bs two 
pe muſt name him to what place al ſo 
Oꝛ to What countre that pe lyſt to ryde 
And whan pe come there pe lyſt abyde 
Byd him —_ and trylle anottjez pyn 
ſoz tteriy kyth theffecte of alle the gyn 
And he wol douy deſcende and do youre pk 
ind in that pface he wol abyde ſtylle 
Though alle the woꝛlde hath the contrarp ſwoꝛe 
Ne ſhal nat thens be dra we ne boze 
And oz if pou lyſt bydde him thens gone 
Tryl this pyn and he wol banyſſhe anone 
Oute of the ſight of euerp maneꝛ Witte 
und come agayn be it by dap oꝛ npttht 
whah that pou clepyn him agayn 
n ſuche a gyſe as ſhal to pou ſapy 
Bit wene you and me and that right ſone 
NRyde Whay yelyſt there is nomoꝛe to done 
n fourmed whan the kyng was of the l nyttht 
and hath conceyued ty his wptte arigßt 
The maneꝛ and the fourme of al this thing 
Fulle geadde and blythe was this noble kyng 
Kepaprpntt onto this reuek as bifoꝛn 
The brydel is to toure p boꝛn 


und kept among his ge welles keef and dere 
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The hoꝛſe danyſſhed I not ty what maneze 
Pute of theire ſight pe gete nomoꝛe of me 
But thus Jfet iy kuſt and in tolyte 

This cambuſcay his loꝛdes feſteyng 

Tyl nytth the day began to ſprynge 


Spplicit prima pars 
t ſequitur pars ſecunda 


the noꝛxcee of digeſtion the ſleep 

Gan on them wynhe and badde them take hepe 
That moche inete and laboure wyl haue reſt 
und with a gapyntz mouth he them al pſt 
{nd ſapde it was tyme to lye adoun 
#02 blode was ty his dompnaciony 
Cheriſſhe blode natures frendes quod he 
They thankey him galpyntte by two bp thre 
And euery Wittht gan dra we him to his reſt 
as ſteep them badde and take it foꝛ the beſt 
Theire dremes ſhal nat be tolde foꝛ me 
ful were theire hedes of fumoſite 
That cauſith dreme of Whiche ther is nochtrtte 
They ſlepyn tyl it was pryme lartze 
The mooſt parte but if it were Canace 
he Was ful meſurable as women be 
{02 of her fadre hath ſbe take heꝛ tene 
To go to reſt ſone afteꝛ it was ene 
Heꝛtyſt nat apalled foꝛ to be 
Ne on the moꝛo be on feſtliche foꝛ to ſet 
And ſcept bez firſt ſtepe and awoke 
ſoꝛ ſuche ioye ſhe ty heꝛ myrꝛoure tohe 
Bothe of bez ryng and of her myrꝛoure 
Chat twenty tyme ſhe chaunttedcofoure 
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And in heꝛ ſteep for the impreſſioun 

Of bez mprzoure ſhe hadde a biſpoun 
we z foꝛe oꝛ the ſonne gan Vp glyde 

She clepyd heꝛ mapſtreſſe heꝛ beſide 

And ſayde that heꝛ luſt foꝛ to aryſt 

Theſe olde woman that been gladly Wiſe 
s heꝛ mayſteſſe aunſWerdhez anone 

And ſayde madame Whjethez wol pe gone 
Thus arely foꝛ fofhe beey allt in reſte 
wol quod ſhe aryſe foz me leſte 

No lengere ſlepe but walhen aboute 

Heꝛ mayſtreſſe ckepitj women a grete route 
And vp they rpſey wele ten oꝛ twelue 

Vp riſeth fre ſſhe Ca nace heꝛ ſelue 

as rodp and bright as the pong ſonne 
That in the ram is foure deffrees p ronne 
No higher was he Whay ſte redy was 

and foꝛth ſhe wafhith ea ſely a paas 
Arayed after the fuſty ſeaſon ſote 

Optthekp foꝛ to pley and walken on fote 
Nat but with fyue 02 ſpve of he menye 
And iy a trenche foꝛth in the parke goth ſhe 
The dapoure whiche fro the erthe glode 
Makith the ſonne to ſeme rody and brode 
But neuirtheleſſe it was fapre of ſight 
That it made alle theire hertes for to light 
what foꝛ the ſea ſoy and the moꝛnyng 
And foꝛ the foules that ſhe herde fon 
Fo2 right anone l he wyſt what they ment 


Right by thetre ſontt and hnewe al theire entent 


The k notte Whp that euery tale is tolde 
f it be taryed tyl the luſt be colde 
Of them that haue it herk ned afteꝛ yoꝛt 
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The ſauoure paſſith and euiꝛ lengeꝛ the moꝛe 
ſoꝛ fol ſomnes of his prolixite 

and by the ſame rea ſoy thinkith me 

J ſhokde vnto the knotte condeſcende 

and make of heꝛ walbyng ſone ay ende 
à mydde a tre foꝛd repde as white as chalke 
as Canace Was pleyng in he wache 

Thez ſat a faucon oue2 he2 hede ful hye 

That with a pytous voyte ſhe gan tocrye 
That ał the wode re ſolbned of her crpe 

and beten ha dde heꝛ ſelue ſo pyton ſiy 

with both he ꝛ wyntges tyl the rede blode 

Ray endlong the tre there as ſhe ſtode 

And eur iy one ſſee cryed al wey and ſhrptift 
und with her beketez ſekue to twyght 

That ther nas tygre noꝛ ſocruelle beſt 

That duellith othez in wode oꝛ in foꝛeſt 

Chat nolde haue wepte if he Wepe conde 

Foꝛ ſ020We of ez ſiryche al ey ſolonde 

ſoz theꝛ was neun pet may on lyue 

f that he coude a faucoy wele diſcrpue 

That herde of ſuche a nothez of feyrneſſe 

ds wele of plumage as of gentylneſſe 

Of ſhappe and alle that myght reh ned be 

A faucoy peregryne thay ſemed ſte 

Of fremde Conde andeutrmoze as ſhe ſtode 
She ſwouned now and nowe foꝛ lache of blode 
Tyl wele nygh is ſte fallen fro the tre 

Chis fapre hyntzes doughteꝛ Canace 

Chat on heꝛ fyngeꝛ bare the queynte rpntte 
Through whiche ſhe vnderſtode wele enerp think 
That any foufe map iy his leden ſap) 

And coude aunſwere in his kedey agayn 
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Hati vnderſtonde what this faucon ſi yr 
und wele nptth for the routhe almooſt ſhe deyde 
und to the tre ſhe goth ful haſtely 

Undoy this faucoy kohetj ful pytouſ 

And helde heꝛ kappe abrode foꝛ Weke ſte wyſt 
The faucoy muſt falle fro the twyſt 

whan that it ſwouned next foꝛ lache of blode 
Afontte while to wapte there ſhe ſtode 

T pf at the laſt ſhe ſpahe ty this manere 
Vnto the ha wke as pe (hat afteꝛ here 

What is the cauſe if it be fox to telle 

That ye be in this furyal pepne of helle 
Quod ca nace bᷣnto this hauke aboue 

[js this ſozoWe of deth oꝛ loſſe of loue 

For as trobe theſe been the cauſes tuo 
That cauſey mooſt a gentyt hert wo 

O fotheꝛ harme it rechith nat toſpehe 

Foꝛ ye youre ſelue bpon poure ſelf pe wrehe 
whiche preuyth wele that othez loue oꝛ drede 
Muſt be enche ſon of youre cruel dede 

Sithen that g ſe none othez wight you chace 
For loue of god ſo doponre ſelf grace 

Oꝛ what may be poure ſelpe. foꝛ Weſt ne eeſt 
Sa = neui 02 noe byrde ne Beſt 

That faryd with him ſelue ſo pytouſty 

pe ſte me with youre ſoꝛole beryly 

haue of pon ſogrete compaſſioun 

Foz goddes loue come fro the tre a doun 

And as Jama hynges doughteꝛ trewe 

f that (JLerylp the cauſes hne we 

Of youre diſeaſe if it lay iy my mythßt 

wol de amende it 02 it were nyght 

as Wps lielpe me grete god of hynde 
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and herbes ſhalle g rittht pnoutth fynde 
Tohele with pou re hurtes haſtely 

Tho ſhrpttht this faucoy yet moꝛe pptouſtp 
Than eniz ſhe dyd and fyl to grounde anone 
and lyth aſwone as dede as any ſtone 

Tyl Canace hatij in heꝛ klappe heꝛ take 
Vnto tpme ſte gan oute of heꝛ ſwoune awake 
und aftez that ſhe oute of ſwoun gan brapde 
Right iy her 1WhesCedey thus ſhe ſapde 
That pyte ipuneth ſone in gentykherte 
felyng his ſy nylitude in pepnes ſmert 

js proued alday as men map ſe 

as wele bp werke as by auctoꝛyte 

ſo: gentyl herte hydeth gentykneſſe 

ſe wele that ye haue of my diſtreſſe 
Compaſſioun mp faire Canace 

Of bezy womanly benignpte 

That nature in ponre pryncipales hath ſet 
But foz no hope foꝛ to fare the bette 

But foꝛ to obeye to youre hert fre 

And foꝛ to make otheꝛ be ware by me 

ds hy the whelpe chaſted is the lyoun 

Right foꝛ that cauſe and that conckuſioun 
while that Jhaue leyſeꝛ and ſpace 

Myn harme J wp? con feſſe 02 4paas 

And euiꝛ while that one heꝛ ſ020We tolde 
That otheꝛ Wepte as ſhe to Watez Wolde 
Tyl that the faucon badde bez be ſtylle 

Und with a ſigh thus ſte ſayde heꝛ Wylle 
There q was bred allas that hard dap 

und foſtrpd iy a roch? of marble gray 

Ho tenderly that nothintt ayleth me 

Ine wyſt what was aduerſpte 
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Tyl Jcoude flye ful bx (th vndre the ſt 
Thodueffed a tarcefet me faſt by 

That ſemed wel of alle (tentpfneſſe 

Al were he ful of treaſoy and falſnes 

t was ſo wrapped Bndre humble cheꝛc 

And bndrebue of trouth iy ſuche ma nere 
Vndrt ple ſaunce and Bndre beſp peyne 
That iq ne coude haue wende he coude fayne 
So depe in grene he dyed his coloures 

Rittht as a ſerpent hideth him vndre floures 
Tyl he may ſe his ty me foꝛ to byte 

Right ſo this god of loues ppocrpte 

Poth ſohis ſerymonyes and his obeyſaunces 
And kepith in ſemblaunce of hys obſernaunces 
That ſowneth vᷣnto gentyneſſe of loue 

as in a tombe is alte the fper aboue 

Und öndre is the coꝛps ſuche as ye woot 
Suche was this ppocrpte bothe colde and hote 
And in this wiſe he ſeruyd his entent 

That ſaue the feende none wyſt what he ment 
Tyl he ſolong hadde wept and compleyned 
And many a pere his ſeruyce pᷣnto me feyned 
Tyl that my hert to pytous and to nyce 

A innocent of fiscrowned malice 

Foz feꝛde of his deth as thought me 

V pon his othes and his ſuretie 

Graunted him loue vᷣpon this condictouy 
That euirmo myn honoure and my renouy 
were ſauyd bothe pryue and aperte 

This is to ſayn that afteꝛ his deſerte 

j paue him alle my hert and alle my thought 
God wote and he and other wiſe nougßt 

And toke his herte iy chaunge of myn for ay 
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But ſothe is ſayde gone ſith many a day 
A true wight and a theef thinke nat one 
und whan he ſa we the thyng ſo fer agone 
That (Jhadde graunted him my loue 

n ſuche a guyſe ash haue ſapde aboue 
und peue him my true herte as fe 

as he ſwoꝛe he paue his herte to me 

none this tygre fulte of double ne ſſe 

fl on his knees with ſo grete hu mbeeneſſe 
with high reuerence as by his chere 

So lyke a gentyl fonez of manere 

So raupſſted as it ſe med fox the ioye 

That neuiꝛ troyłus ne Paris of troyt 

a ſon certis ne none othe may 

Sithen Lameth was that al therfirſt began 
To louen two as Writey folhe bifory 

Ne neuiꝛ ſithen the firſt may was boꝛn 

Ne coude man by twenty thouſand part 
Countrefete the ſoptipmes of his arte 

M woꝛthy to vᷣnbohle his galoche 

There doubleneſſe oꝛ faynyng ſtold approche 
Ne ſo coude thanke a Witthr as he dyd me 
His maneꝛ was an Heupy foꝛ to ſe 

To any woman Were ſie neuiꝛ ſo wiſe 

Do paynted he his chere at poynte deuy ſe 
us wele his woꝛdes as his conte naunce 
Und ſo gloued him foꝛ his obepſaunce 

And foꝛ the troutte y demed in his hert 
That if ſo were that any thing him ſmert 
Al were it neuiꝛ ſolyte andi it wyſt 

Me thought g felte deth at my hert t wyſt 
Aud ſhoꝛtey ſo ferfortl this thyng is went 
Cy that my wp is his wyllis inſtrument 


14 


Toe Squpers Tale 


This is to ſep my wpk obeyed to his wille 
Gy alle thing as fe as reaſon fyrłl 
Neppntt the boundes of mp woꝛſhippe euir 
Ne neui: hadde n thing ſo leef ne leueꝛ 

as him god wote ne neuiꝛ ſhal nomo 

This laſtydlenger than a pere oꝛ two 
Tbat ſuppoſed of him nothing but gode 
But fynally thus at the faſt it ſtode 

That foꝛtune wolde that he muſt twynne 
Date of that place whiche ) was in 

where me was Woo it is no queſtioun 

can nat make of it diſcripcioun 

Foꝛ one thyng daꝛ (j tekte boldly 

J unowe What the pepne of dethe is therbp 
Suche harme J fet that he ne mpttht beleue 
So ona dap of ne he tohe his leue 

So ſoꝛoufully che that he wende veryly 
That he hadde felt as moche ſoꝛolbe as 
whan that Jherde him ſpeke and ſawe his hebe 
But neuirtheles g thought he was ſo trewe 
And eke that he repayre ſhol de agayne 
within a lytel while ſothe to ſapne 

And rea ſon wolde eke that he muſt go 

Foꝛ his honoure aud — it fallith ſo 
That) made bertue of neceſſite 
And tohe it wele ſithey it nedes muſt be 


As j beſt mpttht 5 pd frohim mp ſozowe 

And tohe him by the honde ſeint gohn to 6oz0We 
And ſapde thus lo Jam poures alle 

Be pe ſuche as haue be to you and ſhak 

what he aunſ werd nedith nat to reherſe 

Who can ſa y bette thay he that can do wers 
whay ha th he af ſapde thay hath he done 
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Therfoꝛe bihoneth him to haue a long ſpone 
That ſhał ete with a feende thus herde g ſay 
So at tljefaſt he muſt fozth iis wep 

and fozth fleeth tyl he come Where he lyſt 
wha» it cam him to purpos for to ryſt 
trobbe he hadde the texte in mynde 

That al thing repapring to his bynde 
(Zfadtth it ſekue thus ſap mey as geſſe 
Meyloue of proppz kynde newefanttfeneſſe 
1s byrdes done that mey in cages fede 

ſo: thotth thou nyghit and day take of them hede 
{nd ſtrawe theire cage feyre and ſoft as ſiche 
And yeue them ſugere hony brede and myche 
pet right anone as that his doꝛe is Vp 

He with his feet ſpurneth doune his cuppe 
And to the wodde he wol and Wozinescte 
So newefangyl been they of theire mete 
and foue nouektees of propyꝛ kpnde 

No gentyl ne ſſe of bkode map hem bynde 

do ferde this tarcellet allas the da 

Though he were gentyk 6021 freſſhe and gay 
And godely foꝛ to ſe humble and free 

He ſa we pon a tyme a hyte flee 

And ſodenly helouyd this kyte ſo 

That at his loue is cłkene fro me go 

and hat his trouthe fal ſed iy this wiſe 
Thus hath the kyte my fone in hiꝛ ſerupſe 
and gam koꝛn withoute remedpe 

And with that woꝛde this faucon gay to crye 
And ſwonned oft ty Canaces arme 

Grete was the ſozoWe foꝛ the haubes harme 
Chat Canace and alle her: women made 
They nyſt hou they mptthe the fancon geade 
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But Canace ſome berth her iy hez lappe 
and ſoftkp in plaſters gan heꝛ wrappe 
There as ſhe Witt leꝛ bene ſadde lurt ez ſelue 
Now can nat Canace hut herbes delue 

Oute of the grounde and make ſakues newe 
Ofherbes fyne and freſſſe of hewe 

To gele with the hauke fro dap to nygßt 

She doth hez beſyneſſe and al lleꝛ myglit 
and by heꝛ beddes hede ſtje made a me we 

And coueredit with beluettes blewe 

Ju ſittne of trouthe that is in women ſeen 
undal withoute the me we is peynted ffrene 
Ju whichh were peynted al teſe falſe foufes 
As been theſe tydiffes tarcelles and oules 
Right foꝛ deſppte were paynted heꝛ beſyde 
Pyes on them tocrpe and to chide 

Thus kette q Canace hez hauhe heppnit 

[ wok as now no moꝛe ſpehe of bez ryng 
Tyl it come eft to purpos foꝛ to ſapy 
Hob that this fauco fat hez four agapne 
Repentpnttas the ſtozp tellith vs 

By medtaciony of Cambafſus 

The hynges ſonne of Whiche g pou tofde 
But hens forth g wylle my proceſſe holde 
To ſpekey of auentures and batayles 
That pet was neuiꝛ herde ſo grete meruaples 
Firſt ij wyl yon telle of Cambuſcay 

That in his tyme many a cpte wa 

And afteꝛ wol ſpehe of algarſy 

Now that he wan theodoꝛa to his wyf 

Foꝛ whom ful ofte in trete peryl he was 


Ne had he be holpyn by the hoꝛs f brag 
And aftez wol Jſpehe of Cambakko 


The Squpers Tale 
That faught in lyſtes with brethern two 
Foz Canace oz that he mygit heꝛ wynne 
And there g left ) Wyk agayne begynne 


CE vplicit pars ſecunda 
Et incipit pars tercia 


a poſfo whryllith vᷣp his cha re ſo hig 
Tyl that god Mercurius houſe the ſtitth 


Theze is nomoꝛe of the ſqupers taſe 
The Woꝛdes of the Frankeclepne 


i Nfapth Squyeꝛ thou haſt the wele y quytte 
And gentylly. Ipryſe wele thy wytte 

Quod the Frankfepne conſ idryng thy youthe 

Do felyngly thou ſpekeſt #12 Jalkouthe 

ds to my dome there nys none that is here 

Of eloquence that ſhal be thy pere 

f that thou lyue god gyue the rigjt gode chaunce 

And in vertue ſende thecontynnaunce 

j'02 of thy ſpeche J haue right grete deynte 

haue a ſonne and hy the trinpte 

hadde lyueꝛ thay twenty pounde Worth konde 

Though it right nowe Were fallen iy mp honde 

He were a may of ſuche diſcrecioun 

Us that pe bech fp or, poſſeſſioun 

But if a may He bertuous Withalke 

haue my ſonne ſnybbed and yet ſhallke 

J oꝛ he to dertue lyſteth nat to attende 

But foꝛ to płey at dyte and diſpende 

And leſe alle that he hath iy his Vſatte 
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And he hadde leueꝛ tachen With a page 
Than to comyn Wittfht any gentyt wight 
where Ge mptftt kerne gentykneſſe a right 
Stra we foz youre gentykneſſe quod tho oure ooft 
what Franhefpy parde ſiz wele thou woteſt 
That eche of you muſt telle at the leſt 

A tale 02 two oꝛ Brehey his Biheſt 

That hnowe { wele ſir quod the Frankleyn 
pray pou haue me nat ty diſdepne 
Thoutth to this may q ſpehe a Wozde 02 two 
Ceffe on thy tale withoute Wozdes mo 
Gladly ſiꝛ hooſt quod he g wylle obeye 
Vnto poure wille. now herhen What g ſay 
wyl pou nat contrary in no Wiſe 

ds feꝛ as that mp wytte wyl ſuffiſe 

4 prap to god that it map plea ſ pou 

Than wote J Weke it is gode ynolb 


Bere begynneth the franklepns prologue 


t Heſe olde gentyl brytons in theire daies 
Of dyuers aurtours maden theire Capes 
Ry med firſt in thetre olbne brptoy tong 
Suche layes with the ire inſtrumentes they ſong 
Oꝛ elles reddpy them foꝛ theire pleſaunce 
And one of them haue (ty remembraunce 
whiche g ſhal ſap with a gode wyl as can 
But ſires bicauſe q am a Bozef may 


At mp begynnyng firſt J you beſeche 

Baue me evcuſed of mp rude ſpeche 

J lernyd neuiꝛ rethoꝛyke in certapy 

Thynge that q ſpehe muſt be bare and playne 
i ſtept neuiꝛ in the mount of pernaſo 
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Ne lerned Marcus Tulius ne cithero 
Colou res hnoWe ij none withouten drede 
But ſuche coloures as grolen in the mede 
Oꝛ ekles ſuche as men dyen oꝛ peynte 
Coloures of rethoꝛyke be to me queynte 
My ſpiryte felith in no ſuche matere 

But and pe lyſt my tale ſhalte pe here 


Bere enditß the Frankleyns prologue 


And here begynneth his tale 
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Narmoꝛyb that called is Brytayne 

Theꝛ was a t:nptt6t that loued and dyd his pepne 
Co ſerue ladies ty his beſt wpſe 

and many a laboure and many a ttrete empryſe 
He foꝛ his lady wrouttht oz ſte was wonne 

ſoꝛ ſhe was one the fapreſt vndre ſonne 

and ehe therto compy of ſo high hynred 


2. 


N 


˖ 


1 im 


AV a 


Che ſfranhleyis TW / 


That wele Snneth durſt the hnpttht foꝛ drede 
Tel heꝛ his woo his peyne and his diſtreſſe 
But at the kaſt ſtje foz tits woꝛthynes 

And na melp foz his meke obepſaunce 

Bath ſuche appetpte caught of his penaunce 
Chat ſhe prpueſp fył of his accoꝛde 

C0 take him foꝛ heꝛ huſbonde and hez koꝛde 
Of ſuche loꝛdſhip as mey haue oueꝛ theire wyuee 
And foꝛ to lede in the moꝛe bliſſe theire lyues 
Of his fre wille he ſwoꝛe her as a hnyght 
Chat nem: ty affe tjisfpf he dap ne nyttht 
Ne ſholde vᷣpon him take no maſtrpe 

Aye nſt heꝛ wylle ne kpthe her ielouſpe 

But her obeye and fofole heꝛ wille in alle 
As any lone to his lady ſhak 

Saue that the name of ſouerapnte 

Chat wolde he haue foꝛ ſhame of his degre 
She thankith him of his humbleneſſe 

She ſapde ſiꝛ ſithen of poure gentylneſſe 

ye profe2 me to haue ſo large a repne 

N wol god neuiꝛ bitwivte vs twepne 

As in my gylt Were other ware oꝛ ſtryf 

Sir J wol be poure humble true wyf 

Baue here my trouthe tyl that my hert Feſt 
Thus been they bothe in qupete and in reſt 
Fo2 one thyng ſires ſauely dar) ſa 

That frendes eueriche otheꝛ muſt obeye 

f they wyl lyue in peaſe and holde companp 
Coue wyk nat be conſtrepned by mapſtrpe 
wan maſtrpe is come the god of loue anone 
Betith his wynges and fare wele he is gong 
Coue is a thyntz as any thought free 

Fot women of hpnde deſirey liberte 
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und nat to be conſtreyned as a tfraffe 

and ſo doth men if g the ſoth telle ſhal 

Lohe Who is mooſt pacient in foue 

He is at his auauntafte al aboue 

Pacience is ay high bertue certapne 

4702 it Venqupſſitt as clerhes ſapy 

Thyntes that rigoure ſhal neun atteyne 

#02 eue ry Woꝛde mey map nat chide and pleynt 
Lernyth to ſuffre oꝛ elles ſo mot gone 

pe ſhal it lerne whether ſo ye Wpk 02 none 
#0211 this woꝛlde certeyne no wigt is 

That he ne doth oꝛ ſayeth ſointpme amps 

re ſebenes oꝛ conſtpitaciouy 

byne Wo 02 chaungyng of compkexioun 
Cauſith fulle oft to do a mys oz ſpehen 

Oy euery Wrong a may map nat be Wrehyn 
Afteꝛ the ty me muſt be tempozaunce 

To euery Wight that cay of gouernaunte 

and the rfoꝛe hath this wiſe Woꝛthy huy git 
Cofpney ty eaſe ſuffraunce her betjitttht 

And ſhe to him ful wiſely gay ſwere 

Chat ncuiz ſholde there be defaute iy hert 

Here men map ſee in humble Wiſe accoꝛde 

Thus hath ſhe take heꝛ ſeruaunt and dez loꝛde 
de ruaunt iy koue and koꝛde in ma riage 

Chan was he bothe iy loꝛdſhippe and iy ſeruatfe 
Se ruage nap but ty loꝛſhippe aboue 

Sithen he hath both His lady and his koue 

his lady certis and his wyf alſo 

The wWhiche that la we and lone accoꝛde ti therto 
and Whay he was in this proſperpte 

Home with his wyf he goth to his conntre 

ut fer from pen marke there his duelling was 
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where as he lyueth in bliſſe and in ſolas 
who coude telle but he that weded had be 
The ioye the eaſe and the proſperyte 
That is bit wivte ay huſbond and his wif 

N yere 02 moꝛe feſtith this bliſſul łlyf 

Tyl that this hnyttft of whiche g ſpake thus 
That of haprude was ckepyd Arueragus 
Shope lim to gone and duelle a pere oꝛ twayne 
n englonde that clepyd was eke Britapne 
To ſehe in armes woꝛſhippe and honoure 

Fo: alle his Cuſt he ſet in ſuche la boure 

And duelled there two pere the bohe ſayeth thus 
Nob wol q ſtynt of this Arueragus 

And ſpehe g Wyl of Pozrpitene his wyf 

That louyd heꝛ huſbond as heꝛ hertes ly f 

For his abſence wepith ſhe and ſihe th 

ds done theſe gode wyues Whay the mlyheth 
She moꝛnytij wakith waylith and playneth 
De ſire of his preſence ſo heꝛ diſtrapnett) 

That alle this wyde woꝛlde ſhe ſet at naught 
Heꝛ frendes that hneWe heꝛ heuy thought 

Con foꝛtey her in alle that euiꝛ they map 

They prechen heꝛ they teche heꝛ nyght and day 
That cauſeles ſte ſteeth bez ſelf allas 

und euery comfoꝛt poſſible iy that caas 

They do to her and alle theire beſyneſſe 

To auoyde heꝛ ſozowe and heꝛ heuynes 

By proceſſe as pe knoWey euerifione 

Men map ſo long gꝛaue ty a ſtone 

yl ſome figure theriy prynted be 

So long haue they con foꝛted heꝛ that ſhe 
Receyued hath by hope and hy reaſon 
Theenprentynft of ez con ſolacion 
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Through whiche bez grete ſoꝛowe began to a ſwage 
She map nat al wey durpy iy ſuche arage 

And eke Arueragus in akte this care 

Batt ſent her lettres home of his wele fare 
and that he wol come haſtelp agayne 

Oꝛ elles hadde this ſozoWe heꝛ hert ſkapne 

Beꝛ frendes ſaWe heꝛ ſozoWes (tay foꝛ to ſkahe 
and praped hez on thetre knees fot goddes ſake 
To come and rome heꝛ in compan 

a ep to dprpuey heꝛ derke fanteſp 

and fpnatfp ſhe graunted that requeſt 

ſoz wele ſhe ſaWe it was foꝛ the beſt 

Now ſtode her caſtelle faſt by the ſee 

und ofte With heꝛ frendes walhith ſe 

{ez to diſpoꝛte Vpoy the banke on hye 

where as ſte map ſhpipes and barges ſpe 
Salyntz theire courſe where them lyſte to go 
But yet was that a parcef of heꝛ wo 

ſo2 to heꝛ ſełue ful ofte allas ſapde ſhe 

Jo there no ſhippe ſo many as Iſe 

wolde brpatte home mp loꝛde thay were mynhert 
Ate waryſſhed of his byttre pepnes ſmert 
Another tyme ſhe wolde ſytte and thpnke 

and caſt hez epey doun ward from the brpnhe 
But when ſhe ſawe the gryſely rockes blake 
ſro2 derꝛy feeꝛ ſo wolde her hert quabe 

That on heꝛ fete ſhe myght nat ſuſtene 

Thah wolde ſhe ſytte doune pon the grene 
And pitouſky into the ſee behol de 

And ſap right thus with ſozoufulte ſighes colde 
Sterne god that through thy purneaunce 
Ledeſt the woꝛlde by certapne 02denaunce 

y ydelle as men ſap pe nothpntt make 
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But loꝛde this (trpſlp feendly roches bale 
That ſowney ratheꝛ Bnto foule con fuſioun 
Of werke than any fapre creactouy 
Of ſuche a parfpte Wiſe god anda ſtable 
Why haue ye wrouttht this werke vn reſonable 
Fo bp this werke noꝛth ſouth Weſt ne eſt 
There nys y foſtryd may byrde ne becſt 
t doth no gode to mp Wptte but annopeth 
Se pe nat loꝛde hou manhpnde it diſtropeth 
ap hundreth thou ſand bodies of mankynd 
Haue roches ſlayne al though they be nat in mynde 
Sithen manhynde is ſo faire a part of thy werke 
Thou it made firſt kyke to thyy oWne merke 
Than ſemyth it ye haue do a grete charite 
Toward manhynde but hou map it thay be 
That ye ſuche meanys make it to diſtroyen 
Suche mea nes ne do no tode but annoyen 
wote wele cferhes wol ſap as them lyſt 
By argumentes that alle is foꝛ the Beſt 
Though ne can the cauſes wele now 
But that god that made the wynde to blowe 
as hepe ip loꝛde this is my conckuſioun 
To clerhes ket Jalł this diſputacloun 
But wolde god that alle theſe roches blake 
were ſonhyn in to helle for his ſake 
Theſe roches ſle my herte foꝛ fere 
Thus wolde ſhe ſap with many a pytous tere 
Her frendes ſalve that it was no diſpoꝛte 
To roumyn bp the ſee but di ſcomfoꝛte 
And ſthapey foꝛ to pley ſom where elles 
But leden heꝛ by ryuers and by Welles 
And ehe in other places difectables 
They daunſe and pley at the cheſſe 2 at the tables 
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So on a day ritttt on the moꝛobbe tyde 
Pnto a gardeyn that was there beſide 
y whiche that they hadde made thetre 02denaunce 
Of ditayle and of otheꝛ purueaunce 

They gone and pley them al the long day 

und this was in the ſivte moꝛolbe of ma 

wh iche map hath peynted With bez ſoft ſhoures 
This gardeyn fulte of leuys and of floures 
andcraft of mannys honde ſocuriouſkp 

grapde hath this gardyne truly 

That neui was there gardxy of ſuche prpce 
But if it were the Berzp paradiſe 

The odoure of floures and the freſſtje ſight 
Wolde haue made any hert Citthte 

That euiꝛ was b02y but if to grete ſcheneſſe 
{2 to grete ſoꝛo be helde it in diſtreſſe 

So fulle it was of beaute with pleſaunce 
Anone afteꝛ dyneꝛ gan they to daunce 

and ſong alſo ſaue doꝛrigene allone 

whiche made al wey bez compleynte and heꝛ mone 
ſoz ſhe ne ſawe him in the daunce go 

That was heꝛ huſbonde and her loue al ſo 

But neuirtheleſſe ſhe muſt Fez tyme abyde 

And with gode hope fete heꝛ ſoꝛolbes ſtpde 

Ypoy this daunce amonge other mer 

Daunced a ſqupez bifoze Pozrittene 

That freſſhez was andiofpe of arzape 

as to mp dome than is tffe monettj of May 

He ſyngith daunſith paſſing any otheꝛ mary 
That is oꝛ was ſithen the woꝛlde began 
Therwith he was if men ſholde him dif cryue 
One of the beſt fayryng men on fpue 

Ponffe ſtronge bertuous rithe and Wiſe 


Tle franheleyns Tate 


And wele beloued and holden in grete pryce 
And ſhoꝛtly if J the ſoth tel ſhalle 

Vn wyttyntgz of this Doꝛygene at alle 
Thisfuſtp ſquyeꝛ ſeruaunt to venus 
whiche that clepyd was aureftus 

Nath loued he z beſt of any creature 

T wo yere and moꝛe as was his anenture 
But neuiꝛ durſt he telle heꝛ his greuau nice 
withoute the cuppe dranke he alke his penaunce 
Ne was de ſpeyred nothing durſt he ſap 
Saue in his ſonges ſomdele wolde he wrep 
Bis woas iy a generałcompłepnyng 

Ne ſayde he louyd and was beloued nothing 
Of ſuche mateꝛ made he many lapes 
Songes compleyntes roundeks vircłapes 
Hob that he durſt nat his ſoꝛolbe tel 

But Canttupnttas a furp doth in helle 

And dye he ſayde he muſt as dyd Ecko 

ſo: Narciſus that durſt nat telle his Woo 

n otheꝛ maneꝛ than ye here noW ſap 

Ne durſt he nat his wo to heꝛ bewrap 

Saue parauenture at feſtes and at daunſes 
There pontt focke heppy theire ob ſeruaunſes 
t map wele Beey he loked in heꝛ face 

n ſuche a Wiſe as mey that aſhey grace 

But nothing wyſt ſhe of his entent 
Neuirtheleſſe it happed oꝛ they thens went 
Bicauſe that he was heꝛ nytthBoure . 
And was a may of wor ſhippe and honoure 
And hadde hnoWey him of ty mes yoꝛe 

They falten in ſpeche and ſo moꝛe and moze 
In to his purpos dre we Aurilius 

and whay he ſa we his tyme he ſayde thus 
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Madame quod he by god that this woꝛlde made 
So that J wyſt J myght youre herte gladde 
wolde that dap that youre Arueragus 
went oueꝛ the ſee, that) Aurelius 

Hadde gone there) ſholde neui come agayne 
ſoꝛ wele [5 wote mp ſerupce is in vapne 

My ttuerdoy is but breſtpng of mpy hert 
Mada me relve oy mp pepnes ſimert 

#02 with one woꝛde pe map me ſleen 02 ſaue 
Here at poure feet Wokde tfod!Jwere begraue 
ne haue as nobb nomoꝛe lepſeꝛ to ſay 

Haue mercy ſwete and do me nat to dye 
She gan tofohe 9poy this aurefius 

Js this youre wyl quod ſte and ſap pe thus 
Neuiz erſt quod ſtje ne Wpſt J What pe ment 
But noWe AUurefpe Ihnobe poure entent 
By that god that paue me ſoule andtpf 

Ne ſſal g neui: be BntreWe wpf 

y woꝛde ne in werkes as fer as ſhane Wpt 
wyl be his to whome that Jam hnptce 
Take this foꝛ fpnakle aunſlWere as foꝛ me 
Dut afteꝛ thay in pley thus ſapde ſtje 

Aurely ſapde ſhe by high god abone 

pet wol q graunt you tobe poure lone 
Sithen q ſe you ſo pytouſty complapue 
Coke What day that endlong brptapne 

pe remeue alle the roches ſtone by ſtone 

That they ne kette bote ne ſhippe to gone 
ſap whan ye haue made the cooſt ſocle ne 
Of roches that there is no ſtone y ſeen 

Clay wol z lone you beſt of any may 

Jane here mp trouthe in alle that cui; Jcan 
other none other grace 19 youre blonde qued he 
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No by that koꝛde quod ſte that mahed me 
Foꝛ wet J wote that it ſſalle ueuiꝛ betyde 
Let ſuche foly oute of youre liert a 1115 
what deynte ſholde a man haue in his lyf 
Foz to loue anothez mannys wyf 

That hath bez Body whan ſo that him lykitl 
aureofus fut ofte ſoꝛe ſiketſj 

wo was Aurefp whan that ge this herd 

And with a ſoꝛouful hert he thus anſwerd 
Madame quod he this were impoſſible 
Than muſt h dye in ſoden deth oꝛ rible 

And with that woꝛde he turned im anone 
Tho cam heꝛ frendes many one 

And in the aleyes roumed bp and doun 

And nothing wiſte of this conckuſioun 

And ſodenly begonnen reuel newe 

C yl the bright ſonnekoſt his he we 

Fo the oꝛiſont had reft the ſonne his light 
This is aſmoche to ſap as it was npttht 
und home they gone in ioye and in ſofas 
Saue only wreched Aureofus affas 

He to his houſe is gone With ſoꝛouful hert 
He ſapeth that he ne may from his deth aſtert 
Him ſemeth that he fclith his hert colde 
Vnto heuyy his hondes he gan holde 

And oy his knees baze he ſet him down 

And in rauyng ſayde this oꝛiſouy 

oꝛ berrp Woo oute of his wytte he brapde 
He nyſt what he ſpake but thus he ſayde 
with pitous hert his pleynt hath begonne 
Vnto the goddes and firſt Bnto the ſonne 
He ſayde apollo god and gouernoure 

Of euerp plante herbe tre and floure 
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ay 


That peueſt afteꝛ thy deckynactoy 

Toeche of them his tyme and his ſeaſon 
and thyn herboꝛolbe chaungith kolbe and j ye 
Loꝛde phe bus caſt thy mercpabfe eye 

Oy brethed Aurely Whiche am but loꝛn 

Lo loꝛde my lady hath mp detl ſwoꝛn 
withou ten gylte but thy benygnyte 

12 por mp dedely herte haue ſome pyte 

But wele ) wote koꝛde phebus if pe kyſt 

pe may nie helpt ſaue mp lady beſt 

Lob douche ſauf that J map pou deupſe 
go that q may be holpen and in What Wiſe 
poure bfiſfuk ſuſtpr Eucina the ſhene 

That of the ſee chief goddeſſe is and que ne 
Though neptunus haue deyte in the ſee 

pet © mpreſſe aboue him is ſte 

pehnoWe weke0zde right as hez deſire 

js to be quyck ned and lygh ned of poure fpre 
#02 whiche ſhe folo with pou ful beſplp 
Right ſo the ſec deſireth natuzalfp 

To fołobbe her and ſhe that is goddeſſe 
Bothe in the ſee and rpuers moꝛe andkeſſe 
Wherfoze loꝛde phebus this is mp requeeſt 
Do this myracle 02 do myn herte Breſt 

That nowe nevt at this oppoſicioun 

withiy whiche ſigne ſhalle be the lyoun 

ds prayeth heꝛ ſo grete a flode to brynge 
That fyue fadom at the leeſt it oue ?: ſpryntte 
The hyeſt roche in Armoꝛyhe britapne 

And let this flode endure peres twayne 
Chan certis to my lady map ſay 

Holdith youre beeſt the roches he a way 
Loꝛde phebus this myracle do foꝛ me 
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Pray bez that ſte go no fa ſteꝛ cours than pe 
j ſap thus prape poure ſuſtre that ſhe go 

No faſte2 courſe thay pe iy peres two 

THhay ſtaf ſhe be at eupy ful ał wey 
and ſprynge flode faſt both nyttht and day 
And but pe vouchſhauf iy ſuche ma nere 

To graunt me mp ſouerapne ladp dere 

Pray he to ſpnke euer roche a dou 

to hekle theire oWne derne manſioun 
Vndre the grounde the ꝛe pſuto duellitſj in 
Oꝛ neui mo ſhaky my lady wynne 

Che te mple in delphos wol U barfote ſche 
Coꝛd phebus ſe the teres on mp che he 

And of my payne haue ſome compa ſſioun 

And with that woꝛde in ſwoune he fyl a doun 
And long tyme he lap fozttjiy a traunce 

His brotheꝛ Wtjiche tija t hne we his penauce 
Vp caught him and to bedde hath him brought 
De ſpeyred in this turment and i his thought 
Cete j this woful creature fpe 

Che ſe he we the ꝛ he wol lyue oz dye 
Arueragus with hele and honoure 

As he that was of cheuafrp the floure 

Js compy home and ottjez woꝛthy men 

A Głiſful arte thou noWe Doꝛrigen 

That haſt thy bliſful huſbond iy thyy armes 
The freſſſe hnyght the wozthp may of armes 
That foueth the as his herteslyf 

No thing ne lyſt he to be pmagynatyf 

f any Wittht hadde ſpoke whikes he was oute 
Toheꝛ of loue therof hadde he no doute 

Be nat entendith to no ſuche matere 


But daunſith iuſtith and mabith gode chere 
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und thus in ioye and bliſſe H et them duelle 
and of the ſeke Aurelius Wot telle 

y langure and iy turment furious 

C bo pere and moꝛe ley this Nurekius 

Oꝛ anp foote he mpttht on erthe gone 

Ne tom foꝛte in this tyme hadde he none 
Haue of his brotheꝛ Whictje was a cferhe 

Ge hne be alle this Wo and alle this werbe 
#02 to none othet creature certapne 

Of this matere he duꝛſt no Woꝛde ſepne 
Vndre his Breeſt he bare it moꝛe ſecre 
Chah eun dyd pamphilus foꝛ gala the 

His breeſt was hole withoute foꝛ to ſten 
but in his hert ap was the a robbe hene 

as Wete ye hnoWe of a ſurſanure 

y ſurgery fuk perkous is the cure 

Put mey mygiꝗt touche the a rolbe oꝛ come ther by 
Bis brother Wepith and Waptetth pryuelp 
Cyl at the faſt him fyl ty rememBraunce 
Chat Whites e was at £ztiaunce in fraunce 
as pong cferhes that bee tpherous 

To rede artes that been curpous 

Sehn in eue ry Haſke and euerpherne 
Particule: ſciences foꝛ toferne 

He him remenbred that bpon a dap 

V D2fpaunce in his ſtudye a boke he ſap 
Of mattphe naturalle whiche his fifa we 
That was that tyme a bachekeꝛ of ka we 
Had prpuefp Spoy his deſhekaft 

At Were he there tofery a nothercraft 

whiche bote ſpate moche of operaciouns 
Touchyng the eptift and twenty manſiouns 
That longen to the mone and ſuche folp 
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Pray bez that ſte go no faſtez tours thay pe 
ſap thus prape poure ſuſtre that ſhe go 

No faſteꝛ courſe thay pe iy peres two 

Thay ſtaf ſhe be at eupy fufatwep 

and ſprynge flode faſt both npttht and dap 
And but pe vouchſhauf iy ſuche manere 

To graunt me mp ſouerapne ladp dere 
Prap her to ſpnke euer roche a doun 

to helle theire oWne derge manſioun 
Vndre the grounde theze peuto duelkith in 

Oꝛ neui mo ſhaky mp lady wynne 

The te mple in delphos wol H barfote ſche 
Coꝛd phebus ſe the teres on imp che he 

und of mp payne haue ſome compa ſſioun 
und with that woꝛde iy ſwount he fyl a doun 
And long tyme he lap fozttjiy a traunce 

Bis brotheꝛ Whiche tija t hne we his penauce 
Vp caught him and to bedde hath him brought 
De ſpeyred in this turment and iy his thought 
Cete g this woful creature fpe 

Che ſe he whe the ꝛ he wol lyue oꝛ dye 
Arueragus with hele and honoure 

As he that was of cheuatrp the floure 

s compy home and ottjez woꝛthy mey 

A błiſful arte thou nowe Doꝛ rigen 

That haſt thy bliſful huſbond in thyy armes 
The freſſhc hnyght the woꝛthy may of armes 
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That foueth the as his herteslyf 0 
No thing ne lyſt he to be pmagynatyf ? 
f any witzht ha dde ſpoke whikes he was oute e 
Tohjcz of koue therof hadde he no doute l 
Be nat entendith to no ſuche matere 

0 


But daunſith iuſtith and mabith gode chere 
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und thus in tope and bliſſe (Jlet them duelle 
and of the ſehe Aurelius wol ) telle 
ykangure and iy turment furious 

T wc pere and more ep this Nurekius 

Oꝛ any foote te mpttht oy erthe gone 

Ne tom foꝛte in this tpme hadde he none 

Haue of his brotheꝛ whiche was a cferhe 

Ke knee alle this Wo and alle this werbe 
#02 to none other creature certapne 

Of this matere he duzſt no woꝛde ſepne 
Vndre his breeſt he bare it moe ſecre 

Chah eum dyd pamphilus foꝛ ftakathe 

Bis breeſt was hole withoute foꝛ to ſeen 
but iy his hert ap was the a robbe hene 

ds Wefe pe h no we of a ſurſanure 

y ſurgery ful perlous is the cure 

Put men mygit touche the aroWe oꝛ come therby 
His brothez wepith and wapteth pryuelp 
Tyl at the faſt him fyl in remembraunce 
Chat whiles he was at Oꝛtiaunct fy Fraunce 
as pontt ckerkes that beey tpherous 

Co rede artes that been curpous 

Selyn ty eue ry Haſke and euerp herne 
Particulez ſciences foz toferne 

he him remenbred that pon a day 

V D2tpaunce ty his ſtudye a hohe he ſap 

Of magyke naturatle whiche his fifa we 
Chat was that tyme a bacheleꝛ of fawe 

Had pryuely ppon his de ſhekaft 

af we re he the re to lery a nothercraft 

iche bohe ſpate moche of operaciouns 
Couchpntt the eyght and twenty man ſiouns 
That kongen to the mone and ſuche folp 
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As in oure daics is nat wozth a flpe 
oz holy chirche ſayeth ty oure beleue 
Ne ſuffreth nat iffuſiouy Bs to(treue 

And Whay this bohe was iy :emembrannce 
Anone foꝛ tope his hert gan to daunce 

And to him ſelue he ſapde pryucky 

My brothez wariſſtied ſhal be haſtely 

4/02 {j am ſphez that ther be ſciences 

By Whiche mey make diuerſe apparences 
Suche as theſe ſubtek trege tours pley 

ſo: ofte at feſtes haue g herde ſep 

That tregetours withiy ay halte laꝛge 

Haue ma de come 19a Watcz anda barge 

Und in the halle roWey bp and douy 

Some tyme hath ſemcedcome a grete lyoun 
And ſome tyme fcoures ſprynge iy a mede 
Some tyme a vpne and grapes white and rede 
Some tyme a caſteł of lyme and ſtone 

und Whay he lyketh it Bopdeth anone 

Thus ſemeth it to many a manns ſight 
Nob thay conckude (J thus if a myght 

At O iliaunce ſome ofde fela we fpnde 

That hadde the monys man ſiouns in mynde 
Oꝛotheꝛz mattyhe natural aßoue 

Ne ſtjokde welt make mp hrotheꝛ haue his foue 
Foz With ay apparenca a ckerbe may make 

To mannys ſite that alle the roches bla 
Of brytapne We2e boyded enerickone 

and ſhippes bp the brynkescompy and gone 
And in ſuche fourme endure a Woke o2 two 

T bay were wp brothez Wariſſſed of bis wo 
hay muſte ſhe nedes holde her Heheeſt 

Oꝛ elles he ſhjat ſhame heꝛ at the (eſt 
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what ſholde J make a lengere tale of this 
Hntotjis brottjers bedde y come ſee is 

and ſuche comfoꝛte he paue iim foꝛto goo⸗ 

To O ꝛliaunce ttat he Bp ſtert anoon 

und on his wey thay on warde is he fare 

y hope foꝛ to be kyſſed of his care 

wjay they were come almooſt to that cyte 

But if it were a two furkong oz thre 

a yong clerhe romyng bp him ſelue they mette 
whiche that in la tyn thriftely them grette 

and afteꝛ that he ſayde a wondre thing 
jhnobbe quod he the canſe of poure comyng 
Ando: thep further any fote went 

he tolde them alle what was theire entent 
This Drptouy ckerhe him aſked of fikalwes 

The wh iche he hadde knoWey ty olde dates 

und he aunſWerde him that tijep dede were 

Foz whactje he wept fur many a tere 

Douy of his hoꝛſe Aureftus light anone 

Ind with this magicien foꝛ th te gay gone 

Home to hisffouſe and made them wele at eaſe 
Them klacked no pytayle that them mpttht pleaſe 
So Weele araped houſe as there was one 

durel ius in his (pf ſale neut2 none 

He ſhe lode them oꝛ he went to ſouppeꝛ 

foꝛeſtes pa rkes ful of Wylde dere 

There ſa we he hertes with theire hoꝛnes (pe 
The greteſt that were euiꝛ ſeye with eye 

He ſa we of them an hundreth ſlapne with houndes 
Und ſome of arowes Bede and byttez woundes 
He ſawe whan Sopded were thc ſe Wplde dere 
Che fa weoners Spoy a fapre rpuer 

Chat with thetre haunes haue the herons ſlayne 
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Tho ſa we he hnytthtes iuſtyng iy a pleyne 
And afteꝛ this he dyd him ſuche ple ſaunce 
That he him ſhewpd his lady iy a daunce 
J whiche him ſekue dauuced as him thouglit 

and wbay this maiſtez that this magyke wrougiit 
Sa be it was tyme he clapped his hondes to 

And fare wele al oure reuet was y do 

und pet remeued they neuiꝛ oute of the Houſe 
while they ſawe ak this ſift meruapfous 

But iy his ſtodp there his bohes be 

They ſytten ſtpkke and no wight but they thre 
To him this mayſteꝛ called is ſqupez 

4nd ſayde him thus is redy oure ſoupe2 

{1,mooſt ay houre it is (JVndertake 

Syn J you badde oure ſoupere foꝛ to make 

whay that theſe wozthy mey went with me 

into my ſtodye there mp bokes be 

Dir quod the ſqupeꝛ Whay it lyketh pou 

t is al redy though pe Wok right nowe 

o we thay ſoupe quod he it is foꝛ the beſt 
Theſe amoꝛous foche ſomtyme muſt haue reſt 
Und after ſoupeꝛ fyk they in tretpe 

what ſũ me ſholde the mapſters guerdon be 

To remeue ate tle roches in brytapne 

And che from geronde to the. mouthe of ſapne 
Be made him ſtrauntte he ſwoꝛe ſo god him ſaue 
Ceſſe thay a thouſand pounde he wolde nat haue 
Ne gladey for that ſũme he Wold nat gone 
Aurelius with bliſfulhert anone 

Sapyth thus fp oy a thouſand pounde 

The Wpde woꝛkde Which men ſap is rounde 


wolde it pene if J were loꝛde of it 
This bargay ne is ful dryne and fulhnytte | 


1 ts 


The Frankfepns Take 


ye ſhal be papd truly by mp troutſe 

Butcohtth noW foꝛ none neglegence ne ſtoutth 
ye tarp bs ere uo lengere than to mozolve 

(Nap quod tie clere haue here my faytſi to BoroWe 
To bed he goth Au retius whan him feſt 

and wele nyt affe that nyght he hadde reſt 
wat foꝛ his la boure and foꝛ his hope of bliſſe 
Bis woful herte of penaunce hadde a lyſſe 
Ypoy tte mozoWve Whay it was dap 

To brptapne toke they the right wey 

auretius and this magicien him Beſide 

und be deſcended the re they wol abyde 

Aud this was as the Boke doth remembre 

Che colde froſty ſeaſoy of Decembre 

Phebus we ved olde and hewed [phe latoun 
Chat a foꝛe ty his hote deckynacioun 

Yhone as the burned golde with ſtremes Gritthe 
Dut noW in caprpcozne a douy he light 

Where as he ſtone ful pale q daꝛ Wete ſeyn 

The bytteꝛ froſtes with the ſtyte and rapne 
Diſt royed hath the grene in cuery yerde 

Janus ſytteth by tle fpre with double berde 
und drynbith of his bugle hoꝛne the wyne 
Bifozy him ſtandith the braun of the tuſued ſwyne 
und nobbel cryeth euery kuſty may 

durelius ty a(te that eue ry he can 

Dothj to his mapſtez chere and reuerence 

Ind prayeth him to done his diligence 

To bꝛing him oute of his peynes ſmert 

Oꝛ with a ſwerde that he wolde ſtpte his hert 
C his ſubtel ckerbe ſuche routhe had of this ma . 
Chat nyght and day his ſpedde hin that he ca 1 
To Wapte a tyme of this conckaſion! 
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This is to ſap to make iffuſiony 
By ſuche ay apparaunt iottefrpe 
Jcaynotermesof A 

That ſhe andeuerp 
That of Brytayne the rockes Were a ey 


Oꝛ elles they were ſonkpybndre tlie rounde 


So at thelaſt he bath his tyme y founde 

To make his iape and his wrechidneſſe 

Of ſuche a ſuperſticious cu rſidneſſe 

His tables tolentanes fozth he broutt6t 

Ful wele cozrectid it kached nought 

Neptlez his ccfet ne his expans peres 

Ne his rotis ne his otfez geres 

as ber his centris and his artumentes 
And his propoꝛcionał conuenientes 

No2 his cquactons ty euerp tiyng 

And bp his eptthe ſpere in his woꝛkyng 

Ne hne be ful wele hou fer alnath was ſhoue 
Fro the hede of that fixe aries aboue 

That in the nynthe ſpere conſidred is 

ful ſubtelly he had cafhed al this 

whay he hadde founde his firſt man ſioun 
He k ne we the remenaunt bp propoꝛcioun 
und knee the ryſyng of his mone Wete 
And in whoſe face and terme and euerydele 
und hne we wel the monys man ſioun 
Attendaunt vnto his operactouy 

And kene we al ſo wele his otheꝛ oBſernaunces 
Foz ſuche illuſiouns and ſuche myſchances 
as ſjethen folhe vᷣſeden in tho dapes 

Foz Whiche no lengere mahith he defapes 
But throutth his magyke foꝛ a Woke 02 twey 
t ſemed that alle the roches Were a wey 
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qurefius pet whiche that diſpepred is 
whethez he ſhalle haue Hisfoue oꝛ fare a mps 
Ind wayteth nytift and dap on this mpracte 
and whay he hne We ther was none oßſtakle 
That bopded were tfje roches echone 

Douy to his maiſters fret he ſytanon 

and ſayde ) woful wrechyd Aurelius 
Thanke you łoꝛd aud mp fadp benus 

That me haue holped fro mp ca ris colde 

and to tije tempſe his Wey hath he holde 

where ashe hne we he ſholde his lady ſc 

and whay he ſa we his tpme anone right fe 
with dredful hert and with humble chere 
Salued hath his ſouerayne lady dere 

My right Woꝛthy lady quod this woful may 
hom q mooſt drede and loue as (J beſt can 
undkotheſt were ty alle this Worlde di ſplea ſe 
re it that foꝛ pou j haue ſuche diſeaſe 
Chat q muſt dye here at youre fote ano 

Nat wol q tel pou {J am wo begon 

But certis otheꝛ J muſt dye 02 plapne 

pe ſle me gyltles for Verzp pepne 

But of mp deth though pe haue no routhe 
adnpſeth you oz that pe brehe pouze trouthe 
und repente pou for that god aboue 

Oꝛ ye me ſte bicauſe that g pou loue 

ſoꝛ madame pe wote what ye haue higßte 
At that Ichalange any thing of right 

Of you mp ſouerayne kady but of youre gract 
But in the ga rdyn yondre ih ſuche a place 

pe Wote right weke What ye bebitttt me 

and in my honde there youre trouthe plitt]t ye 
To loue me beſt god wote pe ſapde ſo 
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nf be it that q vn woꝛthp be therto 

Madame i ſpehe it foz the lonoure of pou 
More thay foꝛ to ſaue my hertes lyf rift nowe 
haue do ſo as pe comaunded me 

And if ye vouche ſauf pe map go ſe 

Dot as pou lyſt aue poure tjeeſt iy mynde 
Fßoꝛ quyche 02 dede rittht there ſhal pe me fynde 
Ju you lłyth alle to do me łyue 02 depe 

But wele g wote the roches been aWep 

He tahith his leue and ſhe a ſtonyed ſtode 

n al ſeꝛ face nas there one drope of blode 
he wende neui to tome in ſuche a trapppe 
riffas quod ſte — 4 happe 
Foꝛ wende {J neuiz bp poſſibylite 

Chat ſuche a monſtre 02 meruaple mptt\t be 
It is apenſt the proceſſe of nature 

And home ſte goth a ſoꝛoful creature 

Foꝛ verzp feeꝛ bnnethes mpttht ſhe go 

.Z\e wepith and wapleth a day 0z two 

and ſwouneth that it routh was to ſe 

But Whpit wasVnto noman tolde ſhe 

Foz oute of toun was gone Aruerattus 

But toheꝛ ſelue ſtie ſpabe and ſayde thus 
with pale face and ſoꝛoufukle chere 

J y her compleynte as ye ſtalke afteꝛ here 
Allas quod ſhe on the foꝛtune g playne 
That bn ware wrapped haſt me in this cheyne 
Fro Wye to ſcape hnoWe h no ſocoure 
Hane only deth 02 grete diſhonoure 

One of theſe two behoueth me tocheſe 
But neuirthefeſſe pet hadde Ilyueꝛ (eſe 

My lyf than of my body haue a ſhame 

Oꝛ h nobbe imp ſelue fals oꝛ leſe mp name 
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and with mp deth J map be quytte y wps 
Kath thez nat many a noble Wyf oz this 
and many a mayde ſtepy her ſelue allas 
Rathez thay with theiꝛ Body done a treſpaas 
yes certis the ſe ſtozies beritt witneſſe 
whay threty tyrauntes ful of curſpdneſſe 
Gad ſtepy Fidon 19 Attjenes at the feſt 
They comaunded his doughters foꝛ to areſt 
and brynge bifoꝛn them iy deſppte 
al naked to fulfille theire foute delite 
und ih theire faders blode they made them dauuce 
Vpoy the pauement god geue them myſchaunce 
ſoz vhiche the wofulle mapdens ful of drede 
Rattjcz they they wolde le ſe theire madynliede 
Thep been preuety ſtert into a welle 
Ind drent them ſelue as the bokes tel 
They of Mecene letey enquere and ſehe 
Of Lacedomp fyfty maydens ebe 
Dy bhiche they wold haue dooy theta liehe rx 
but was ther nooh of al that company 
That ſhe nas ſkayy and Witt) a glade entent 
Chees ratheꝛ foz to dye than foꝛ toaſſent 
To be oppreſſed of heꝛ mapdenhede 
Whp ſhode I than to dye be in drede 
Lo ehe the tyrauut àriſtoclides 
Chat louyd a mapde hittht ſtymphalides 
Whan heꝛ fadre ſtapne was 09 a nxygilt 
Vnto Dpanes temple goth ſtie right 
and hent the y matze in hez hondes two 
From Whiche ymage Wolde ſte neuiꝛ go 
$10 wittht the hondes of her myght arace 
yl ſhe was ſkeyne right in the place 
NoW ſithen that maydens hadde ſuche de ſpyte 
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To been defoultd Witt mannys defpte 
wele outtht a wyf rather her ſefue to ſte 
T bay be defouked as it thynhitl me 
What ſhal J ſay of NaſdribaCldris wif 
That at Cartage beraft hez ſefue heꝛ lyf 

whay that ſtie ſa we the Romapnes —— toun 
Se tohe heꝛ children alle and ſhipped a doun 
Into the fpre andchoſe rathez to dye 
hay that any Romapne dpd her Befonpe 
Bath nat Lucrece ſtapne he ſelf alkas - 
At Rome fo: that ſhe oppreſſed was 

Of tarqupne foz bez thought it was a ſhame 

To lyue Whay ſhe hadde loſte heꝛ name 

The ſeuyn mapdens of Helle ſeye alſo 

Haue ſłayne them ſekue foꝛ Verzp drede and wo 
Ratheꝛ than the foche of galle ſholde them oppreſſe 
Mo thay a thouſand ſtoꝛpes asi geſſe 

CToude q tele as touchyng this mate re 

whay Abradate was ſteyne . his wif ſo dere 

Her ſełue ſtough andlete heꝛ blode to glyde 

y Abradates Woundes depe and wyde 

And ſayde imp body at the feſt wey 

Theꝛ ſhalle no wight de foule if J ma 

what ſhal Jof them moo enſamples ſapne 

Sithen that ſo many haue them ſelue flayne 

wele ratheꝛ thay they wold de foule d be 

wol conckude that it is the beſt foꝛ me 

To ſie my ſelf thay be defouled thus 

wol be true bnto Arueragus 

Or eſtes ſke mp ſckue ty ſome manere 

Right as dyd Democenes donghteꝛ dere 

Bicauſe ſte ne wolde defouted be 

O Cedaſus it is fut grete pyte 


— 
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Co rede hou thy doughteꝛ dyed allas 

Chat ſrougij hex ſelue in ſuche a maner caas 

ns grete pyte it Was oꝛ Wele more 

The the ban mapdey that foꝛ Michamoze 

her ſerf ſrough rigijt fo ſuche mancre wo 

and another theban mayden dpd right ſo 

ſoꝛ one of macedone had her ouir preſſed 

dhe with heꝛ deth her maydenhede redreſſed 

what ſal ] ſap of Niceratis Wpf 

hat foꝛ ſucht a caas beraft hez ſelue e277 f 

Bol true ehe Was alſo Aftebeades 

That foꝛ his lone to dye ratheꝛ cl) 

Than fo to ſuffre his body bn buried to be 
Co whiche a wyf Was Afceſte alſo quod ſhe 

ſat ſayeth Omere of gode Penotope 

af ttrece hnoWitt) of herchaſtite 

Parde of Cacedomea is Writcy thus 

Chat Whay at trope was ſkepy prothoſetzus 

Nolenttere wolde ſtje kyue aft2 lis dap 

The ſame of noe pozcpa tel q map 

bithoute Brutus coude ſie neni2ypue 

To bo ne ſlje hadde her hert alle piue 

Che parfyte wifhode of Arthemecye 

Honour. d is tHroutth oute alle Barbaꝛye 

O tenta quene thy wifly chaſtite 

To alle Wynes map a mprzouze be 

Te ſame thing J ſap of belyea 

fRodottone and che bakerpa 

Chus pleyneth Doꝛrigene a day 02 twey 

Lurpoſpntt cui that ſhe Wolde dye 

Put ncuirthekt ſſe bpoy the thrpTde ny (tl) > 
»me cometh Arueragusſthe Worthy [2115 ff 

Undaſhith heꝛ why that ſje wepith ſo ſoꝛe 
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nnd ſhe gan wepe euir lengeꝛ the moꝛe 
Alias quod ſhe the tyme that j was bozy 
Thus haue j ſapde quod ſhe thus haue ij ſÞ029 
And tofde him alle the caas by and bp 

Hob ſtje hadde prompſedittnozantty 

The ſqup« 2 as pe haue herde to foꝛe 
(jt nedith nat to refjerce it anp moꝛe 
Cliohuſbonde with (fade chere in frendly wiſe 
an ſwerde and ſapde asg ſtjaffe deuyſe 

s there auf elles Doꝛrige ne but this 

Nay nap ſhe ſapde god hel pe me ſo as wys 
This is to mehył and it were goddes Wpl 

pe wif quod he kat ſteppy that is ſtyle 

t map be wefe pet perauenture toda 

pe ſhalte poure trouthe holde by mp fay 

Vo god ſo Wpſtp haue mercp oy me 

hadde wele lyueꝛ ſtycked foꝛ to be 

For he ry loue whiche J to pou haue 

But pe ſholde poure troutle hepe and ſane 
Trouthe is the higheſt thing that may map hepe 
But with that worde he braſt anoy to wepe 
and ſayde J you foꝛbede on peyne of deth 

That neuiꝛ Whife you kaſtithtyf oꝛ Breth 

To no Wittht te tekke of this myſauenture 

As j map beſt j wol my woendure 

Ne mahe no contenaunce of heupneſſe 

That folhe of you may deme harme oz geſſe 
And foꝛth he clepith a ſqupe2 and a mayde 

Go foꝛth anone with Doꝛrigene he ſayde 

And brintz hez to ſuche a place anon 

They toke theirefeuc and on theire wey they gon 
But they ne wyſt why ſhe thidre went 

He wolde no Wittlt telle his entent 
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Parzuenture ay ſepe of you pps 

ppl holden Firm a kewde may in this 

That he wol put his wif ty ieopardy 

Bert npt the tale 02 pe oy him crpe 

She may haue bettre foꝛtune thay pou ſemeti 
Ind whay that ye haue herde the tale. demeth 
This ſqupez Whiche that hight Aurelius 

Oy Doꝛꝛigene that was ſo amerous 

Of auenture happed her to mete 

ampdde the toun right in the qupckeſt ſtrete 
as ſje wolde gone the wey foꝛth right 

Toward the gardeyne there as ſhe hadde hight 
and he was to the gardyn warde al ſo 
ſoꝛ ele he ſpped whay ſhe wolde go 

Oute of heꝛ Houſe to any maneꝛ place 

But thus they meter by auentuze and grace 
and he ſalueth her with glade entent 

and aſhed of heꝛ Whither warde ſte went 

and ſhe aun ſwerd half as ſhe wee madde 
Vnto the the ttardpy as my huſbonde badde 
My trouthe foꝛ to holde allas allas 

durekius gay to wondre ty thiscaas 

und iy his hert hadde grete compaſſioun 

Of her chere and of heꝛ la mentacioun 

Ind of Arueragus the woꝛthy knpbt 

Chat badde her holde that ſhe hadde hitt5t 

Ho lothe him was if ſte ſholde börebe heꝛ trouthe 
And in his herte he caught of this grete routhe 
Con ſideryng the beſt oy euery ſpde 

Chat from that kuſt yet were him lyueꝛ abyde 
Than to do ſo high a folyſſhe wrectipdneſſe 
4penſt fraunchiſe and gentykneſſe 

ſoꝛ Whiche i fewc woꝛdes ſayde he thus 
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Madame ſay to poure koꝛde Arneratfus 
Chat ſithey g ſe his grete gentylneſſe 

To you and ehe i ſe poure grete diſt reſſe 
That him were fpuez haue ſhame 7 that were routhe 
Thay ye to me thus ſtjokde drehe poure troutſ 
haue wele fpuez euir to ſuffre woo 

Tbay departe the koue bit ix pou to 
you refeſſe mada me into youre honde 
Qupte euery ſurement and euery bonde 
Chat ye haue made to me as here bifoꝛn 
Sithen that tyme that ye Were firſt 6029 
My trouthe h pfittft g ſhal you neui repreef 
Of none beheſt and here h tahe my leue 

as of the tre weſt and ehe the beſt wyf 
That euiꝛ pet q hne we in alle my lyf 

But eue ry wif beware of he beheſt 

On Dorrigene remembrith at the keſt 
Thus can a ſqupez do a ffentyk dede 

s Wife as can a hnyght withouten drede 
She thanhith him Spoy heꝛ hnees af Gare 
And home to heꝛ huſbonde is ſhe fare 

And tolde him al as ye haue herde me ſayde 
And be ye ſphe2 he was wele apayed 

That it were impoſſible me to Write 

what ſholde Ikenge re of this caas endyte 
Arueragus and Doꝛrige ne his wif 

J ſouerayne bliſſe ledyn foꝛth theire kyf 
Neuiz aftez was theze angre them bitwene 
He cheriſſhed heꝛ as though ſte were a quene 
And ſhe was trewe to him fo: euirmoꝛe 

Of the ſe two fofhe ye get of me nomoze 
Auretius that his coſt bath af foꝛloꝛy 
Curſith the tyme that euiꝛ he was boꝛn 


* 


0 


The Franhlepns Tale 


altas altas quod he that ) beligght 

Of pured gorde a thouſand pounde Wptifit 
Pnto this ptiikoſoptier tou ſtat q do 

ſe nomoꝛe Gut that q am foꝛdo 

yy heritage J muſt nedes ſelle 

And be a bega: here q map nat duelle 

and ſaampn alte my hyn rede in this place 
But gof him map gete ſom grace 

But natheleſſe q wol of him aſſap 

at certapne ye res and daies to pay 

and thanke him of his grete curteſpe 

ꝙy trouttſe wyl g hepe g wol nat pe 
with hert ſoꝛe he goth vnto his cofre 

Ind brougijt golo vᷣnto this philoſophre 
Che vafue of fpue hundred pounde J geſſe 
And him beſeched of his gentylneſſe 

To graunte him dates of the remenaunt 
And ſapde mapſtez J daꝛ wele make auaunt 
Jfapled neuiꝛ of mp trout as pet 

ſoz ſehirkp my dette ſtat wele be quyt 
Toward pou tou euir that ij fare 

Co go a begyng in mp hyrtel bare 

But if pe wolde wouche ſauf oy ſuretpe 
Tlbo yere oꝛ thre foꝛ to reſpyte me 

Than were J wele foꝛ elles muſt 3 ſelle 
My heritage thez is no moꝛe to teife 
Chis phil oſophre ſobyrly aunſwerde 
And ſapde thus whay he his woꝛdes heꝛde 
Haue q nat holde couenaunt Into the 

res certis wele and truly quod he 

Naſt thou nat had thy lady as the frhetth 
No no quod he and ſozoufulkp he ſiteth 
Wat was the cauſe teler me if thou can 
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Aurelius a none ſis tale Geffay 

And tolde him al as ye haue berde bi foꝛe 

It nedith nat to refjerce it pou moꝛe 

He ſayde A rue ragus of gentylnes 

Hadde leupꝛ to dye in ſoꝛolbe and in diſtres 
Than that his wyf were of fer trouthe fals 
The ſoz0We of Doꝛrigene he tolde lim als 
Hob loth her were to be a wyched wyf 

und that ſhe hadde leuyr flaue koſt heꝛkyf 
Andhez trouthe ſte ſwoze throut innocence 
She neuiꝛ erſt berde ſpehe of apparence 
That made me to haue in heꝛ ſo grete pytt 
And right as frely as he ſent hez to me 

as frety ſent j heʒ home to him agayn 

Chis is al and ſome there is no moꝛe to ſayne 
T bis phikoſopher aun ſwerdkeue brotfez 
ueriche of pou dpd ttentplneſſe tootfhez 
Thou art a ſquxeꝛ and he is a hnygijt 

But god foꝛbede foꝛ his bliſful myghjt 

But a cłere coude do as (fentpk a dede 

as wele as any of pou it is no drede 

Sir g releſſe the thy thouſand pounde 

As noWe thou were cropen oute of the grounde 
Ne neut2 02 nobbe ne haddeſt knoWen me 
ſoz ſir wol nat tahe a peny of the 

Foz alte my craft ne foꝛ mp trauayle 

Thou haſt wele papde foz mp bytayle 

(Jt is pnoutth fare wele and haue gode dap 
And toke his hoꝛ ſe and forth he goth his wey 
Fordpnttes this queſtion than aſhe j you 
Whiche was the mooſt fre as thynkith you 
Nob telkith me oꝛ that pe furttje2 wende 

I can no moe mp tale is at ay ende 
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Here endith the Fraunhleyns tale 
und fokowith the prologe of the Wyf of Batte 


e vpertence though none auctozite 

were in this woꝛlde is rig it pnouſt? [02 me 
To ſpehe of Wo that is in mariage 
But loꝛdes ſithen Jtwetue pere was of atte 
Thanked be god that is cternaſte oycyue 
Huſbondes at the chirche doꝛe haue had fyue 
if jſo ofte mptt5t haue wedded be 
und al Were woꝛthy men in theire degre 
But me was tolde nat kong a go ywys 
That ſithe y criſt went neuiꝛ but onys 
To weddyng in the Cane of galike 
That by the Came enſample taught he me 
That Ine Wedded ſhulde be but onys 
Lohe Whiche a ſharpe woꝛde for the nones 
veſide a welle {jeſus god and may 
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Spahe in repreef of the ſamaritay 

Thou haſt had fpue huſbondes ſayd ſie 

And that ice may that noW ha th the 

s nat thy huſbonde thus he ſayde certapne 
what he ment therby J can nat ſayn 

But that J aſhe wh the fyfte man 

was nat huſbonde to the ſamaritay 

Hou many mptttjt he haue in ma riage 

pet herde j neui tellen iy mp) age 

Of this nombre berzp diffinicioun 

Men map de me and gloſe vp and doun 

But wele g wote expreſſe wittjoutey lye 
Chat god bad vs wex and multipkpe 

Chat gentyl tevte cay j wele vnderſtond 

{© he wele J wote he ſayde that mpr, huſbonde 
holde leue fade and modre and tahe to me 
But of nombre no mencioy made he 

Of bpttampe oꝛ of octoga mye 

why ſholde mey ſpeke of it belonye 

Co here the Wpſe kyng day Salamon 

trobe he had wyues mo than one 

As Wol de to god it keful Were to me 

To haue refreſſhyngz half ſo oft as he 

whiche a ye ft of god had he foꝛ af his Wpues 
Nomay hath ſuche that in this Woꝛlde oy lyue is 
God Wote this noble hint as to my Wptte 
The firſt nytzht had many a mery fytte 

with eche of them ſo wele was him oylyue 

ye ble ſſyd be god that haue hadde fyue 

Of whiche J haue ppched oute the beſt 

Bothe of theire neytheꝛ purſe and ehe theire cheſt 
Dyuerſe ſcoles mahith parfpte clerkes 

And dyuerſe practyke iy many ſondry werkes 
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ait the werk man parfpte ſiberfp 
Df fpue huſbondes ſcolyng am 
welcome the ſivte wan that euiꝛ the ſhal 
foꝛſotſ J wyl nat hepe me chaſt in al 
wgan my hu ſbonde is fro the woꝛlde y gone 
Some criſtey man ſtalk wedde me anone 
#02 the appoſtole ſayth that q am fre 
To wedde a goddes half where it tpheth me 
he ſapth to be wedded it is no ſpnne 
Bette it is to be Wedded than to brenne 
what rechith me though men ſap belony 
Of ſhrewde Ca meth and of his byga mye 
wote Abraham was a ful holy man 
and ehe Jacob as fer as euir q here can 
Ind eche of them hadde mo Wpues than two 
und many a notheꝛ holy may aſſo 
here can ye ſay ih any maneꝛ age 
That euiꝛ god defended mariage 
Dp evpreſſe woꝛdes q prap pou tełte me 
Oꝛ Where comaunded he euiꝛ virtpnite 
boot as Weke as pe it is no drede 
The appoſtel whan he ſpate of madynhede 
he ſayde that therof precept hadde he none 
Men may coun ſeyle a woman to be one 
But counſeyl is no manez comaundment 
he puttith that in oure oWne iugement 
ſ'02 hadde god comaunded madynhede 
Than had he dampned weddyng oute of drede 
and certis if there nere no ſede y ſole 
Pirttinpte what ſholde therof grole 
Paule durſt nat comaunde at the leſte 
I thintt whiche his mayſteꝛ yaue none heſte 
The darte is ſet Spoy Virttinpte 
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Cacſie who ſo may who rennyt beſt let ſe 
But this woꝛde is nat take of euerp Wittte 
But there as god wol peue it of is mpgtt 
J wote wele the appoſtelk Was a mapde 
But natheles though he wrote and ſayde 
He wolde rue ry wife were ſuche as he 

at is but coun ſeył to birgynite 

And foꝛ to be a wyf be paue me leue 

Of indulgence ſoit be nat to repreue 

To we dde me if that my make dye 
wichoute excepciouy of Hyttampe 

Af Were it gode no woman for to touctje 

He ment iy his bedde 02 in his couche 

j:02 peryl it io fyre and toe to aſſe mble 

pe hnowve What this en ſample map reſemble 
Chis is al and ſome he helde virtipnite 
Moꝛe parfpte thay weddyng iy freefte 
rette clepe i but if that he oꝛ ſhe 

Wolde ledeh al theire lyf in chaſtite 
graunt it wele Jhaue none enupe 
Though maydenhede preferze byttampe 

t tyheth then to be cle ne ty body and gooſt 
Of myn eſtate g wyl make no booſt 

Ful wele h noWe a loꝛde in his houſehofde 
Rath nat euery veſſel of ſitueꝛ and of golde 
Some beey of tre and done theire loꝛde ſeruiſe 
God clepith to him folhe ty ſondry wyſe 
And eche hath of god a propre peft 

Som this ſo that as him lyſt to ſhyft 
Dirtzynite is a ttrete perfeetiousy 

And contynence che with denoctouy 

But criſt that is of perfectioun the Welle 
Bad nat eue ry wight he ſholde go ſekle 
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le that be hath and peue it tothe poure 
and in ſuche wyſe fololbe him and his fore 
Be ſpake to jim that wyl lyue parfytly 
and koꝛdynges by youre leue that am nat J 
wol beſtowe the floure of alle myn age 

n the actes and in the frute of mariage 

Cel me al ſo to Wtjat concłuſioun 

were me mnbres made of generacioun 

and of ſo parfpte wiſe a wittht p wtroutthet 
Truſt me wele they be nat made foꝛ nauttht 
Gloſe who ſo wol and ſap vp and doun 
Chat they were made foꝛ purgacioun 
Of bryne and of ottjez thinges ſmale 
was ene to hnobe a female from a mafe 
and foz no cauſe elles ſap pe no 

The experience Wote wele it is nat ſo 

Zo that the clerhes With me be nat Wrotfe 
ſay thus that they be made foꝛ lothe. 

That is to ſap Bottje foꝛ office and foꝛ eaſe 
Of engendrure there We god nat diſplea ſe 
oy ſuulde nat elles men in bokes ſette 
That may ſhal pelde tohis wyf lieꝛ dette 
Where with ſholde be make lis papement 

if he ne bſed his ſekp inſtrument 

Then were they made vᷣpon a creature 

To purge him and eke to engendre 

But ſay nat that euery Watttit is holde 
That hath ſuche harneys as g to you tolde 
To go and Sſe them ty engendrure 

Thay ſholde mey of chaſtite take no cure 
Criſt was a mayde and ſhapey as a may 
und many a ſapnt ſithey the wozſde began 
bret lyued they eupr in parfpte chaſtite 


{ in 
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But J nyf enupe non bir{tynite 

Let ens with 6rede of pured Wlete be fedde 
Andfet to vs wyues ſote barke brede 

Und pet with barfee brede as marke tet can 
Pure loꝛde jeſus refreſſted many a man 

n ſuche eſtate as god hath clepyd Bs 

wyk perſeue re g am nat precious 

Jy wpftode wyl g bſempy inſtrument 

as frefp as mp makeꝛ hat it ſent 

f J Se daungerous god ye ue me ſoꝛobbe 

Myn huſbonde ſhak it haue Hoth eue and mozoWe 
whay that him lyſt come foꝛtli and pay his dette 
dy huſbonde wol haue g wol nat kette 
That ſhaf be bothe my dettoure and mp thraf 
And haue his tribulaciouy With al 

V pon his fteſſhe whike that gam his wyf 
The polbeꝛ haue duryng alle my kyf 

Bothe of his propiꝛ body and nat he 

Right thus the appoſteC tolde it me 

And bad oure huſbondes foꝛ to loue Bs wele 
al this ſentence me kyketh euerpdele 

Vp ſtert the pardoneꝛ and that anone 

Nob dame quod he bp god and bp ſeynt Jofy 
pe be a noble prechoure in thiscaas 

was aboute to wedde a Wpf affas 

what ſhofde q bp it on mp fleſſhe ſo dere 

pet ſjadde glyueꝛ wedde no Wpf this pere 
abyde quod ftje mp tale is nat bettonne 

Nay thou fha(t drynhe of anotfez tonne 

D2 that J go ſhaft ſauoure werſe thay ale 
and whay J haue tol de foꝛth my tale 

Of tribulacioun that is in ma riage 

Of whiche g am expert in al mp) age 
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Chan mayſt thou cheſe whethez thou wylt ſippe 
Of that tonne that { the ſhal broche 

Be ware of it 02 thou to ny(tt} approche 

foꝛ Jſharte telle en ſamples mo than ten 

jo ſo wol nat be ware bp otheꝛ men 

By him ſhal otheꝛ mey coꝛrected be 

Theſe ſame Woꝛdes Write th pꝛestholome 

Rede iy his al megeſt and take it there 

Dame j wolde prape you if youre Wpk were 
Zapde this pardonere as ye began 

Tel foꝛih youre tale ſpare foꝛ no man 

And tech vs yong men of poure practphe 
Gladly quod ſhe ſithen it may poulphe 

But that pray to alte this company 

that J ſpeke afteꝛ my fanteſp 

ds tahe nat a greef of that Jſap 

oz mpy entent is but foz to play 

Nob ſires thay wol q telle you fozth my tale 
ds euyꝛ q muſt drynke wyne oz ale 

ſhal ſap ſoth theſe huſbondes that J hadde 
Thre of them were gode and two were adde 
The thre mey we re gode and riche and olde 
Dnnet5 mpttht they the ſtatute holde 

y W iche they were bounden vnto me 

pe Wote welke what J mene parde 

de helpe me ttod Jkaugß whan that I thpnhe 
hob pptouſty a nytzht J made them to ſ wpnhe 
And by mp fayth J pane of them no ſtoꝛe 
They hadde me yeue theire londe and theire treſoꝛe 
He nedith nat to dothemkenttere difittence 
To wynne thei re lone oꝛ do them reuerence 
Cher loued me ſo wele by god aboue 


Cbis is to ſay mp ſt ew be the Wfippe 
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That J ne tofde no deynte of her koue 
7 Wyſe woman wol be ſy her euir in one 

To ge te bez foue pe there ſſje hath none 

But ſithey q hadde them holky in myy londe 
And afteꝛ they had yeue me theire londe 
what ſholde I take hepe them ſoꝛ to pleaſe 
But if it were foꝛ my profet oꝛ fox mpy eaſe 
helde them ſo a werke bp mp fep 

That many a nyftlt they ſong wele aWep 
The Gacoy was nat fet foz them J trowe 
That ſom may hathj in Eſſeꝝ at donmowe 
gouerned them ſo Wete aftez my la lde 
Chat eche of them ful bliſful was and fa we 
To Hrpntte me gap thynges fro the fapre 
They were ful fapne Whay h ſpake to them ſapre 
Fox god it wote g chydde them ſpptouſkp 

Nob herke Hou g bare me propirły 
ye Wiſe wyues that can Vnderſtonde 
Thus ſtokde pe ſpe hyn and bere them on onde 
Foꝛ half ſo boldly can there no may 
Swere andfpe as a woman can 

ſay nat this by wyues that been wyſe 
But if it Ge whay they them my ſauyſe 

A wyſe wyf if that ſie can hex gode 

Shal bere him on honde the cow is wode 
und take wptneſſe of ſez obey mayde 
Of heꝛ aſſent but Ferhneth what J ſapde 
Syr olde hapnard is this thpy arꝛay 
why is my nyghboures wyf ſoap 

She is honoured where eum ſbe goth 
ſytte at home and haue no thrifty cloth 
What doſt thou at my nytſibou res houſe 
[ſs ſhe ſo fapre art thou ſo amoꝛouſe 
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woat rowneſt thou with a mapde bent dicite 
Sir olde lechoure ket tay tapes be 

and if that J haue a goſſoppe oꝛ a frende 
withou tey gylte thou chydeſt as a feende 
That |] walke and pley Bnto his houſe 

Thou comeſt home as dronhey as a mouſe 
and precheſt oy thy benche with euyk preef 
Chou ſayſt to me it is a grete myſcheif 

To wedde a poure womnay for coſtatte 

and if ſhe be riche of high paratte 

Thou ſayſt that it is a Verzp turmentry 

Co ſuffre heꝛ pryde and heꝛ melancoly 

and if ſhe be fayre thou verzp knaue 

Thou ſayſt that euery holoure wot heꝛ haue 
She may no While in chaſtite abpde 

Chat is aſſayłed oy euerp ſyde 

Thou ſayſt ſome folke deſire bs foꝛ richeſſe 
Som foꝛ oure ſhappe and ſom foꝛ oure fayrneſſe 
Ind ſom foꝛ ſhe cay otheꝛ ſynge 02 daunce 
and ſom foꝛ gentylneſſe 02 foꝛ daliaunce 
Som fo heꝛ hondes and her armes ſmale 
Thus goth alle to the deuyl bp the tale 

Chou ſayſt men map nat hepe a caſtef Walke 
t map ſofontt aſſayled be ouir alle 

Indif ſhe be foule thou ſayſt that ſtje 
Couetytij euery may that ſje map ſe 

ſot as a ſpaynet᷑ ſhe wolde oy him lepe 

xk ſhe may fynde ſom man heꝛ tochepe 

Ve none ſo grey goos goth the2 in the fake 

as ſayſt thou wok be Withoute bez male 

Ind ſayſt it is ay harde thpntt foꝛ to wolde 
Athyng that nomay wol his thanke holde 
Thus ſa pſt thou boꝛelle whan thou goſt to bedde 
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And that no Wiſe man neditſ foꝛ to wedde 
Ne noman that entendith vnto heuyn 

with wylde thundre dynte and fyre leupy 
Moote thyn welhed necke be to broke 

T hou ſayſt a droppyng ſouſe and eke ſmoke 
und chydyng wyues mahen men flee 

Oute of theire houſes atones a benedicite 
what ayleth ſuche an olde may foꝛ to chyde 
Thou ſayſt we wyues wyk oure Bices hyde 
Tyl we be faſt and thay we wol them ſheW 
wele map that be a prouerbe of a ſhre we 
Thou ſayſt that oven aſſes hoꝛſe and houndes 
They been aſſayed of dyuers ſtoundes 

Ba ſynslauers oꝛ that men tijem bye 
Spones ſtoles and alle ottjez huſbondrye 
And ſo by pottes clothes and arap 

But fofhe of Wpues make none aſſay 

T pl they be weddyd toolde d otarde ſhre we 
And than ſayſt thou we wol oure bytes ſtjewe 
Thou J apſt atſo that it diſpteaſith me 

But if thou wylt preyſe my beaute 

And but thou poure alday in mp face 

And clepe me fapre dame ty euery place 

And but thou mahe a feſt that ile day 
That was boꝛu and me freſſte and gay 
And but thou do to mp noꝛyte honoure 

And to my chambre within my boure 

Und to my faders focke and myn afyes 
Thou ſayſt thou olde barrelie ful of lyes 
And afſo foꝛ that oure apprentice ganhyn 
Foz his criſpe herys ſſynyng as golde fpne 
And foꝛ he ſqupreth me bothe Bp and douy 
yet haſt thou ca uit a falſe ſuſpectioun 
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J wyl iim nat though thou Were dede to m020We 
But tel me this why hydeſt thou with ſoꝛo e 
Che beyes of thy che ſte aWep fro me 
as wele it is my gode as thpy parde 
what wenyſt thou to make ay pdiote of oure dame 
Now by that koꝛde that cleppd is ſaynt ga me 
Thou ſtake nat both though thou were wode 
Be mayſte z of my body and of mp gde 

That one thou ſhakt foꝛgo magre thpy eyn 
hat nedith the of me tot nque re 02 prye n 
trowe thou wolde ſt koche me in thy cheſt 
Thou ſhjoldeſt ſap gode Wpf go Where pe kyſt 
Tahe youre diſpozte q Wpctcue no takes 
bnobe pou fo a true Wpf dame Afis 

we loue no may that tahith hepe 02 charge 
where that we go we Wor be at oure karge 
Ofal maneꝛ men y bleſſid moot he be 

The Wpſe Aſt rologyen day prothokome 

Chat ſayeth rittit thus ty his al megeſt 
Df alte incy Hts wyſdome is the beſt 

Chat rechith nat who hath the Woꝛlde in honde 
Dy this prouerbe thou ſhalt Pnderſtonde 
haue thou ynougß what dar the rech. 02 care 
Hou merely that otheꝛ folhes fare 

ſoꝛcertis olde dotardes by youre lene 
pe ſoak haue quente ynogh at eue 

#02 he is togrete a netzart that wol werne 
Aman to light a candel at his kantern 

He ſJatneut? haue the ke ſſe light parde 
haue thou pnoutt5 thou daꝛ nat pleyne the 

Chon ſapſt alſo if that we male Ho gay 

— kothing o2 with precious arap 

That it is peryk of oure chaſtite 
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And with ſoꝛowe thou muſt en foꝛcen the 
Und ſap theſe woꝛdes in the apoſtoles name 
y habpte made with chaſtite and ſhame 

pe women ſhaf apparepffe you quod he 

And nat in treſſed here and riche perze 

as perles ne with golde ne clothes riche 
Afteꝛ thy tevte ne afteꝛ thy rubryche 

wyk nat woꝛche as moche as ahnat 

Chou ſapſt thus ij walke oute as a cat 

Lut who ſo wol ſenge the cattes ſuyn 

J bay wyl the cat duelle in his in 

And if the cattes ſhpy be ſlyke and gay 

She wol nat duelle iy his houſe half a dap 
Vut foꝛth ſhe wol oꝛ any dap be da wed 

To ſſje be heꝛ ſhpy and go a catirwa wid 
Chis is to ſay if be gay ſtr ſhrewe 

wol renne oute mp bozek fox to ſtjewe 
Sp olde foole What helpith the to eſpyen 
Though thou pley argus with his hundreth eye n 
To be my warde coꝛps ashe map beſt 

V feyth he ſhal nat hepe me but me lyſt 

pet coude q mahe his berde ſo mote I the 
Chou ſayſt eehe that there be thynges thre 
The Wbiche thinges troublen al the erthe 
And that no wight may endure the ferthe 

O keue ſtr ſhre le (jeſus ſhoꝛt thylyf 

pet precheſt thou and ſayſt ay hateful wyf 
Reh ned is for one of theſe myſchaunces 
Beey there noW none othez reſembkaunces 
That may be lyhe youre parables bnto 
But if a ſely wyf be one of tho 

Thou ly neſt ehe a womannys {one to helle 
Tobarepy londe there watez may nat duelle 
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Thou ly neſt vs elꝛe alſo to wylde fyre 
The moꝛe it brennyth the moꝛe it hath deſire 
| Toconſume euerp thpng that brent wolde be 
Thou ſayſt right as woꝛmys ſhendey a tre 
Figſit ſoa wyf diſtropeth her huſbonde 

' ThishnoWey they that been to wpues bonde 
Foꝛdynges right thus as pe haue vndreſtonde 
Bare q ſtyfly mpy olde huſbondes on honde 
That thus they ſayde ty theire dronkneſſe 
and alle was fals but as J tohe Wptneſſe 
OfJanhpy andof myn nece alſo 
O loꝛde the ppne ,\dpd them and the wo 
ful gyltles by ttoddee ſete pyne 
#0: as ay hoꝛſe q coude byte and whyne 
jcoude plapne though g were in the gykt 
Oꝛelles g hadde oft tymes be ſpykt 
yo ſo cometh firſt to the mpkke firſt he grynt 
plapned firſt ſo were oure Werzes ſtynt 
Thep Were ful glade foꝛ to eycuſe them blyue 
Of thing whiche they neui agylted theire lyue 
Of wenches wolde J bere them ful ſoꝛe oy honde 
ban that fox ſuche ůnneth mpttht they ſtonde 
pet tihked his hert foꝛ that he 
bende that Jof him Had ſo ttrete cheerte 
ſwoꝛe that alle mp walkyng oute bp nptiht 
bas foꝛ to ſpy wenches that he digßt 
Pndre that coloure had Jmanp a mirthe 
oral ſuche thyng was gyue vo in oure birthe 
Diſceyte wepyng ſpynnyng god hath geue 
To Womey kyndly While that they lyue 
und thug of one thing g may auaunte me 
Ut the ende Jhaue the Gettre iy ectc detkre 

P ſleptt5t oꝛ ſoꝛce 02 by ſon manc2 tiyng 
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Oi bp tontynuat murmure 02 gruchyng 
Nametp a bedde hadde they myſchaunce 
There wolde g chyde and do them no pkeſaunce 
4 wolde no lengere a bedde abpde 
If that i felt his arme ouiꝛ my ſpde 
Tl ije hadde made his raunſoy vnto me 

Than wol de 7 ſuffre him do his nytete 

And ther foꝛe euery may this tale g telle 

Wpy Who ſo may foꝛ alte is foꝛ to ſelf: 

with empty hondes mey map no haukes Cure 

Foz wynyng wolde J alle bis lyſt endure 

and make me than a fepned appetyte 

Ind pet ty bacoy hadde g neuir delyte 

That made me that eutr g wofde them chyde 

For though the pope hadde ſittey them be ſyde 
wodde uat ſpare them at theire oWne boꝛde 

Foꝛ by my troutte ij quptte them tuery woꝛde 

as ſo helpe me god omnyvotent 

Though) right nowe ſbotde make mp teſta-:icnt 
Jobe them nat one woꝛde that it nys quytte 
brought it ſo aboute by my wytte 

That they muſt yeue it $p al foꝛ the beſte 

Oꝛ elles hadde We neuiꝛ be ty reſte 

Fox thoutth he foked as wylde as a lyoun 

pet ſhulde he fayle of his conckuſioun 

Tha wolde J ſap gode keef take hepe 

Now mebełykohitij wpkhpy oure ſhepe 

Come neꝛ mp ſpouſe let me ba thy cheke 

ye ſholde be al patient and mebe 

And haue a ſwete ſpyced conſcience 

Sithen pe ſo ſpeke of Jobbes pacience 

Suffreth alwey ſithen pe can ſo wele preche 

And but pe docertapne we wol pou teche 
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gt is fapre a man to ſaue his wyf in pers 
Dne of vs two muſt bowe doutles 
and ſithen a man is euit moꝛe reſonabke 
Than a woman is pe muſt be ſufferable 
what apfeth pou to gruche and grone 
Jt is foꝛ pe Wolde haue my quente alone 
wp take it to haue it euerpdefe 
Petyꝛ q ſire we you but pe łoue it wele 
#02 if q wolde ſelle my beke choſe 
coude walke as freſſhe as a roſe 
But j wol hepe it foꝛ youre oWne tothe 
pe be to blame by god q ſap pou ſothe 
Suche maneꝛ woꝛdes hadde we on honde 

Now wol h ſpehe of my fourth huſbonde 

m pfourth huſbonde was a renefoure 

Chis is to ſap be hadde a paramoure 
und J was yong and ful of ragery 
Styboꝛn and ſtronge and plyant as a pp 
Tho coude J daunce Þnto ayharpe ſmale 
and ſyng pwps as any nyghtyngate 
Way j hadde dronke a draught of ſwete wyne 
Metulkius the foule choꝛle the ſwyne 
That with a ſtaf beraft his wyf her fp 
ſoꝛ ſhe dranhe wyne. and Jhadde be his wyf 
He ſholde nat haue daunted me from drynke 
und afteꝛ wyne oy Venus muſt 5 t6pnhe 
und alſo ſphez as colde enge ndre th hayke 
Alicoꝛous mouthe muſt haue a kycherous tapte 
y womay bynolent is nodefence 
This hnowey lechon res bp evperience 
But loꝛd Cryſt whan it remembretl me 
pon my pouthe and oy my iolyte 
t tyhlith me aboute mp herte rote 
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Vnto this day it dotl) myn lerte bote 
That ij haue fadde mp Woalde as in my tyme 
But age affas that ał wol enuenyn 
Nath me beraft mp beaute and my pytſſe 
Cet go fare Weke the deuyl go ther with 
The floure is go ther nps no moꝛe to telle 
The Grey as j beſt map nolb muſt I ſelfe 
Now to be right merp wyl h fonde 
Now wp d telle of my fourth huſbonde 
ſapy he hadde a grete diſppte 

Tat in any othez hadde delyte 
But he was qupttc by god and by ſepnt Joſe 
made him of the ſa me Wode a troce 
Nat of my body iy no foute maneze 
But certapnty g made folke ſuche chere 
That in his oWne grece q made him frye 
Foꝛ ange and foz verzy ielouſpe 
By god iy erthe g was his purgatoꝛy 
Fo Whicte q hope his ſoule be in gloꝛyt 
Foꝛ god it wote he or ful ofte and ſontt 
wtjay that his ſho ful hytterly him wronge 
Ther was no Witt ſaue god and he that wyſt 
n many Wpſe Hou ſoꝛe g him twyſt 

dyed Wang cam fro ieruſalem 

And kyeth y graue vndre the rode beem 
At is his tombe nat ſocurius 
Als was the ſepulcre of him Darius 
whiche that appelles wrought ſo ſubtelly 
It is but waſt to burye him preciouſly 
Cet him fare wele god pene his ſouke gode reſt 
He is nobbe in his graue and leyde in his cheſt 
n Owof my fyfte huſbonde wpk J teffe 

Godlet his ſoule neui come ty helle 
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und pet was he to me mooſt ſirewe 
That fete q on my rybbes alle By retbe 
And ent falke vnto myn endyng day 
But in oure bedde ge was ful freſſtje and gay 
and ther withalke he coude ſo wele me gloſe 
whay that he wolde haue mp bele choſe 
That tijougij he hadde Bette me on cuerp Gone 
he coude Wpnne mp loue agapne anone 
5 trowe loued him beſt foꝛ that fe 
was of his loue ſo daungerous Bnto me 
we women haue if that J ſhat nat lye 
Jy thismatere a quepnte fanteſp \ 
wayte What thyng we map natryt5efp ane 
Ther aftez WpyC We crpe alday and craue 
foꝛbede vs thyng and deſirey we 
Prees on Vs faſt and thay wol we fle 
with daunttez btter We alle oure chaffare 
Grete prees at market mahith dere ware 
Und to grete chepe is golden a lytel pryce 
This hnobbith euery woman that is wyſe 
mp /pfte huſhonde god his ſoule breſſe 

wh iche g tohe foꝛ loue and no richeſſe 
He ſomtyme Was a clerke of O ven foꝛde 
und hadde left ſcole and went at home to boꝛde 
with my goſſop tho duell yng in oure toun 
God haue heꝛ ſoule hez name Was alyſoun 
Ihe hne we my hert and eke mp prpuite 
Bettyꝛ than oure pariſſhe preeſt ſo moot Jthe 
Coher be wreyed g mp coun ſeyl alle 
ſoꝛ hadde mpy huſbonde pyſſed agenſt a waffe 
Oꝛdo a thyng that he ſholde haue cooſt his lyſt 
To heꝛ and alſo to a notheꝛ wozthp wyf 
ind to my nete Whiche that Jloued wele 
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J wolde haue tolde his counſepk euerpdele 
And ſo n dyd ful ofte god it wote 
That made his face fuk ofte rede and ſote 
Fo: bᷣerꝛy ſtjame and bla med him ſelue that lie 
adde tolde to me ſo grete a pppuite 

And ſo befyl that onys in a lente 
So ofte tyme g to mp goſſop went 
Fo euiꝛ qtoued to be gap alley 
And foꝛ to walhe ty Marche Apryk and ay 
Fro houſe tohouſe to here of ſondry tales 
That Janhyyn clerhe and my goſſop Dame alys 
and I my ſelf into the feldes went 
My huſbonde was at kondon al that lent 
hadde the bettre keyſeꝛ foꝛ to płey 
And foꝛ to ſee and ehe foꝛ tobe ſip 
O feuſty folhe what wyſt g where my ttrace 
was ſhapen for to be oꝛ ty What płace 
Therfoꝛe q made my Byſitaciouns 
To bittp?es and to proceſſiouns 
To prechynge ehe and to pylgramages 
To pkepes of mprackes and tomariaftes 
and weryd Vpoy mp gay ſcarlet gytes 
Theſe Woꝛ mes ne theſe moghes ne theſe mptes 
V po mp paref frapde them neuire defe 
And Woteſt thou why foꝛ they dere Sſed wel 
#}oW vol; telle forth what happed me 
5 ſap that in the feldes Waſhed we 
T pl trukp that we hadde ſuche dakiaunce 
This cłlerhe and i that of my purueaunce 

ſpahe tohim and ſapde that be 
f J were wydowe ſholde wedde me 
For certapy {ſap pou foꝛ no Bokaunce 
pet was j neui witfoute purueaunce 
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| - Pf mariafte ne otfez thynges ehe 

J holde a mouſe berte nat Woztl) a leke 

Chat hatſj but one hoſe foꝛ toſtert to 

und if that fayle than is at p do 

bare him on honde he hadde enhaunced me 
My dame taught me fozſothe that ſotekte 
and che J ſayde g mette of lim al nyght 

Ge wolde haue ſfapne me as q lep vpright 
and al my bidde Was ful of verry blode 
But pet hope truly pe ſyak do me gode 

ſoꝛ blode be tok ne th golde as q was taugt 
und al was fals g dre med of him right nauglit 
But as j folowed ap my da is łoꝛe 

as eſe of that as of ottjez thpnttes moꝛe 
und nob ſir let me ſe what ſholde J ſapy 

a ha bp god q haue mp tate aftapy 

whan that my fourth huſbonde was on bere 
wepte algate and made a ſoꝛy chere 

as byues muſt foꝛ it is the vſatte 

Und with mp hyrchef gckeryd my bi ſage 
But foz that q was purupde of a make 
wepte fukkytel J daz öndertahe 

To chirche was my huſbonde b02y oy m920\we 
with oure nyghboures that foꝛ him made ſ0z0W 
Ind ganhyh oure c{erhe Was one of tho 

do helpe me god whan that g ſawe him go 
After the Gere me thought he hadde a pepre 

Of legges and fete ſockene and ehe ſo ſapre 
Chat alte my hert Jpaf vᷣntoſſis holde 

He was J toe twenty wynteꝛ ofde 

But) Was fourtp if 3 Gat ſap the ſoth 


But pet Jhadde al wey a coftes tott) 
Gappe tothed was but that becam me wete 
t m 
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Jhadde the prynte of ſeynt Venus ſeke 
asbefpe me god j was a ful luſty one 
And fayre and riche and pon(t and wele begone 
And truty as mp huſBondes tolde me * 
3 hadde the beſt quente that mpttfjt be 

ſfo2 certis q am alle fully Veneriay 

J felyng and in my liert is Marcia 

Venus me paue my luſt and lykherouſneſſe 

and Mars paue me mp ſturdy hardyneſſe 

Myn aſcendaunt was Taure and mars the rin 

actas atlas that euiꝛ foue was ſynme 

fololwed ap mpy inclinacioun 

By vertue of my conſtellacioun 

That made me that g coude nat withdrawe 

My chambre of venus fro a gode fela we 

pet haue i artis mathe Spoy mp face 

And alłſo in ay otheꝛ prpup place 

Fo: god ſo Wyſtp be my ſaluacioun 

kouyd neui by no diſcreciouy 

But euiꝛ fofoWed mpy appetite 

af were he kong ſhoꝛte blache oꝛ White 

toke no kepe ſo that he lyxhed me 

Hob poure he was ne che of what degre 

what ſholde g ſap but at the monethes ende 

This ioly cłe re qanhyn that was ſohende 

Bath weddyd me with grete ſolempnyte 

And to him pane h alle londe and fee 

That euir was yeue me ther bi foꝛe 

But after warde me repented it ful ſoꝛe 

He nolde ſuffre nothyng of my lyſt 


Þp god he ſmote me onps on the lyſt 
On the chehe. foꝛ g rent oute of his bohe a leef 
That of tte ſtroke myn ere Wevt af deef 
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Styboꝛne J was as is a fponeſſe 

and of my tun ge a derꝛy iangekreſſe 

and walke g wol de as J dooy hadde Gifozy 

fro houſe to hou ſe al though fe hadde it ſwoꝛ 

#o2 whiche he oft tyme Wolde preche 

and me of olde Romannces geſtes teche 

Hou the ſymplicius gallus left his wp 

and her fozſoke foꝛ terme of alle his kyf 

Nat but foꝛ onys oppy heded he ez ſap 

Cohyng oute of his doꝛe Bpoy a dap 

a notheꝛ Romapne tolde he me by name 

But fo: his wyf was at a ſomeres game 

withoute his Wpttyntt he fozſoke her che 

and than wolde he pᷣpon his byble ſeke 

That iłhe prouerbe of Ecckeſiaſte 

Where he comaundith and byddeth faſt 

Men ſhol de nat ſuffre theire wyues to royle aboute 

Chen wolde he ſap thus withouten doute 

who ſo byldith his Houſe alle of ſalowes 

Ind prpchith his blynde hoꝛſe ouir the falolbes 

Und ſuffrith his wyf to ſehe halolbes 

s woꝛthy to be honged on the galolbes 

But al foꝛ nauttht j ſet it nat ay hawe 

Of atfhis prouerbes ne of alle his ofde ſawe 

Ne J wol nat of him coꝛrected be 

Jhate them that tellen my Spces on to me 

und ſo do mo goo bote of vs thay 5 

This made hym wode with me al ötterly 

wolde nat foꝛbere him in nocaas 

Nod wol J ſap you ſoth by ſeint Chomas 

hy that J rent oute of his Bohe a leef 

j'02 whiche he ſmote me ſo that J was dref 

He hadde a boke that gladly both nyttit and dap 
t 117 
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Fo: his di ſpoꝛte he Wolde rede al way 

Ne clepyd it Bakery and Theophraſte 

At the Whiche oh ele foutth al ey ful faſt 
and eke ther was a ckerke ſomtyme in Rome 
A cardynalie that hight ſeynt ge rome 

That made a Boke apenſt honpnpa 

y Whictie boke ther was ehe Toatukay 
Criſippus Toꝛtala and HefoWts 

Tat was Abbeſſe nat fez from Paris 

And ehe the pa rabokes of Wpſe Salamon 
Oupdes art and eke bokes many one 

and af theſe were bounde ty one Bolume 
and euery dap and night was his cuſtume 
whay he hadde fepſez and any vacacioun 

Fro af otheꝛ woꝛldly occutpactouy 

C 0 redyn on this bone of Wpched wyues 

He ne We of them mokegendes andkpues 
Thay be of gode Wyues in the byble 

#f02 truſtith Were it is ay impoſſibke 

Chat any cferke wolde ſpeke gode of Wpues 
But if it be of holy ſeyntes lyues 

Ne of none otheꝛ women neuiꝛ the mo 

Who prentpd the lyouh telle me who 

By god if women tjadde Wrptey ſtoꝛyes 

as cle res haue within theire O ratoꝛpes ) 
They wolde haue wryten of men moze wyckedneſſ 
Thay alle the ma rhe of Adam map redreſſe 

The childrey of mercury and venus 

Been in theire woꝛbyng ful contra rious 

Mercury louyth wyſdome and ſcience 

And venus loueth ryotte and diſpence 

And foꝛ theire dyuerſe diſpoſicioun 

che fayleth in others exaltacion y 
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ꝗs thus god wote Mercurp is de ſolate 

y piſcis Where venus is exaltate 

and benus fayleth there Mercury is rey ſed 

Therfoꝛe women of no clerke is prepſed 

The clerte whan he is olde and may nauffft do 

Of benus werkes nat woꝛth his olde ſho 

Than ſytte th fe douy and wrpteth in his dotage 

That women can nat hepe theire me riage 

But now to purpos Whp tolde ttje 

That) was beten foꝛ a Boke parde 

Vpoy a nyght (Janhpy that was oure ſpre 

Redde on his bohe as he ſat Vp the fpre 

Of Eue firſt that foꝛ bez wx hedneſſe 

was af manbynde brought to wrechedneſſe 

For whiche ttat Je ſu criſte him ſelue was ſtapne 

That bought Bs With his hert blode agayne 

ko here e vpreſſe of women map pe fpnde 

That womay was the loſſe of alke manbynde 

Tho redde he me hou Sa mpſoyloſt his heris 

Slepyng. his lemman kytte them with her ſhe res 

Through whiche trea ſon loſt he bothe his epey 

Cho redde he me if that j ſhal nat lyen 

Of hercules and of his Ppanpre 

That tauſith him to ſette him felue a fyre 

No thpntt fozttate he the ſoꝛoe and the wo 

That ſocrates hadde with his wyues two 

Hol S vantippa caſt pyſſe $poy bis bede 

This ſekp may ſat ſtylle as he were dede 
eWppcdHis hede nomoꝛe durſt he ſapy 

But oꝛ the thundre ſtynt there comet!) rapne 

Of paſipha that was the queneof Grete 

Foꝛ ſrewdneſſe him thought the tale ſwete 

y ſpeke nomoꝛe it is a griſiy thyng 
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Df heꝛ hoꝛrible fuſt and her lyhyng 

Of Cletempſtra foꝛ her High lecherye 
Chat fal ſty made heꝛ huſbonde to dye 

He redde it with ful gode dt uocionn 

He tolde me ehe foꝛ what concku ſioun 
Amphioꝛa vat Thebes loſt his ty 

Mp1 huſbonde hadde a kegende of his wyf 
P riphylem that for ay ouche of golde 
Nath prpuckp vnto the grekes tolde 

where that bez huſbonde hyd him in a place 
Foz Whiche he hadde at The bes a ſoꝛy grace 
Of Lx ma tolde he me and of Lucp 


They both made theire huſbondes foꝛ to dy 


That one foꝛ loue that otheꝛ was for hate 
Cy ma her huſbonde pᷣpon ay cuyn fate 
npoyſond him for that ſhe was his foo 
Cui ilxherousłoued ſjeꝛ: huſbond ſo 

ſo: le ſholde algates on her thynke 

d e aue into him ſuche a loue drpnhe 
That he was dede oꝛ it Was at mozoWe 
Ind thus algate huſbondes hadde ſoꝛolbe 
Thay tolde he me Hou that Catumens 
Compleyned hou that fel may Arzius 
That iy his gardyn ttrowed ſuche a tre 
On whiche he ſapde that hie wyues thre 


Hanged them ſelf for theire hertes dyſpytous 


O (ene brother ſapde thay this Arrius 
yt ueane a plante of that bliſſed tre 
And in my ttrdpy planted ſhak it be 
Of latte: date of Wpues hath he redde 


That ſome haue ſtapne theire fnſGondes abedde 
And feet the lichoure dight them alle tFe nytthe 


Whiles that the coꝛps lay in the floꝛe Sprittht 
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and ſom haue dryue napfes in their Bray 
whiles that they ſlept a thus they haue them ſtapy 
Som haue peue them poy ſon in theire drynhe 
He ſpake moꝛe harme than herte map tfpnhke 
and the rwithalleſje coude mo prouerbes 
Thay in this woꝛlde grole graſſe 02 herbes 
Bettyꝛ is quod he thyn habitacioun 

Be with a kyoun oz a foute dragoun 

Than with a woman ðᷣſyng foꝛ tochyde 
Bettyꝛ is quod he high in his roof abyde 

Than with ay angry Wyf doun in the houſe 
They be ſo Wpched and ſocontrarious 

They haten that theire huſBondesoue ap 

He fapde a woman caſt her ſhame a wap 

whan ſhe caſt of heꝛ ſmoke and ferthezmo 

q fapre woman hut ſhe be chaſte alſo 

Jolyke a golde ryngze on a ſolbes noſe 

Who wolde leue 02 who wolde ſuppoſe 

The Wo that in myy herte wan and ppne 

And Whay g ſawe that he wolde neuiz fpne 
To rede on his corſed Boke al nyg t 

af ſodenly thre leuys haue Jplyght 

Oute of his Goke right as he reode and ehe 

4 With my fyft ſo tone him on the hehe 

That in oure fyre he fyl bah warde a dow) 
and dy he ſtert as doth a wode lyoun 

Und with his fiſte he ſmote me on the hede 
Chat in the floꝛe Jlep as Were dede 

And ſay he ſa we bou ſtyt that kay 

He was agaſt and wolde haue fledde a way 
C?Cat the Caſt q oute of my ſwonne abrapde 
O haſt thou f lay me falſe theef I ſayde 

And foꝛ my londe thus haſt thou murdrede me 
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M2 be dede pet wol g onys hyſſe the 

Und nere je cam and hnefed fapre a douy 

And ſayde dere ſuſtre ſwete Aliſoun 

As helpe me god H ſal the neuir ſmyte 

That I haue do it is thy ſelf to wyte 

foꝛyeue it me and that ij the be ſeke 

And pet eft ſones q htte him on the chehe 

And ſapde theef thus moctie g am bewrehe 

Now wol] dye { map nolengere ſpehe 

But at the faſt with moche ca re and wo 

we fyl accoꝛded bp oure ſelfyn two 

Ne paue me tlie brydel ty mpy honde 

To haue the gouernaunte of houſe and londe 

und afte 2 of tis tonge and of his honde alſo 

und made him brenne his Boke anone tho 

and than whan g hadde goten vᷣnto me 

The mayſtre and ehe the ſouerapnte 

And that fe ſapde myn owne true wyf 

Doth as pou lyſt al the terme of poure kyf 

Nepe thyn honoure and ehe myn eſtate 

And afteꝛ that day we hadde ntuir debate 

God helpe me ſo q was to him as hynde 

As any wyf from Den marke Bnto ynde 

And alſo true and ſo was he to me 

J prap to god that ſpttetlh in mageſty 

So bleſſe his ſoule foꝛ his mercy de re 

Now wol ſay my tale if ye wol here 

t He fre re lough whan he hadde herd al this 
Now dame quod he ſo haue g ioye and bis 

Tliis is a long prea mbe of a take 

And wan the Sompnoure herde the frere gale 

Lo quod the Sompnoure foꝛ goddes armes two 

A frere wol entromette him euirmo 
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eo gode mey a flye and eke a frere 

wol falle in euery mannps diſſſe and matere 
what ſpe heſt thou of preambulatioun 

what amble 02 trotte go pyſſe oz ſptte a donn 
Thou kette ſt ourt diſpoꝛte ty this matere 

pe pſt thou ſo ſiꝛ Sompnoure quod tſje frere 
Now bp mp fayth g ſqalle oz that j go 

Celle of a ſompnoure ſuche a tale oꝛ to 

That alte folge ſtjal laugh ty this place 

ob elke s frere J beſhre We thy face 

Quod this Sompnoure. andi beſhrewe me 
Put if Itelle tales two oz thre 

Of freres 02 that come to Spdyngbourn 
That i ſhat make the ſoꝛe foꝛ to moꝛne 

ſoꝛ wele J Woot thy pacience is gone 

Oure hooſt cryde peaſe and that anone 

And ſarde let the woman telle her tale 

pe farey as fokhes that dronke been of ale 

Do dame telle foꝛth youre tale and that is beſt 
N redy ſtr quod ſte right as you lyſt 

haue ficence of this wozthp frere 

pes da me quod he telle foꝛth and g wol here 


Bere endith the wyf of Bathßes prologue 
And here Begynneth her Tale 


holde dayes of kyng Arthoure 
Of whiche Britons ſpehe grete Fonoure 
a was this onde fulfylled of faprpe 
The elphe quene With heꝛ ioly company 
dunced ful ofte ih many a grene mede 
This was the olde opunyoh as J rede 
ſpeke of many ay hundred yeres a (00 
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But nobe can nomay ſe none efpfſees mo 

Foz now the grete cla rite and prapers 

Of tymytoures and otfjez holy freres 

That ſerctiey euerylonde and euerp ſtreme 

As — as motes in the ſonne beame 
Bleſſyng halles chambers hpctiens and Boures 
Cytes borughes ca ſtelles and ith toures 
Thoꝛpes barnes ſtjepens and deyres 

This mahitſ that there be no ferpes 

Foꝛ there as wont was to walhe an elphe 
There walkith now the lymytoure him ſ«lf 
Jn onde rmeles and iy moꝛnynges 

and ſayth his matyns and his holy thpnttes 
as he goth foꝛth in his kymytacioui 

Women map nobd go ſauelp bp and doun 
Vndre euery Guſſte and Bndre euerp tre 
There is none oftjez incubus but he 

and he ne wolde do them any diſhonoure 

And ſo befyk that this hyn(t Arthoure 

Nadde in his houſe a luſty batheleꝛ 

That oy a day cam rydyng fro the rpuere 

And happed that allone as he was boꝛn 

He ſa we a mayde walk yng him bi foꝛn 

Of whictie mapde anone magre heꝛ hede 

Dp ve rꝛy foꝛce je beraft ſieꝛ 1;apdenhede 

Foꝛ Whictje oppreſſiouy was ſuche cla moure 
And ſuche purſute vnto ůnto kpntt Arthoure 
That dampned was this Ent 02 to he dede 
By courſe of fave and ſholde haue loſt his hede 
Parauenture ſuche was the ſtatute tho 


But that the quene and otheꝛ kadies moo 
So konge prapde the hpntt of grace 
Tyl ſie histyf graunted in that place 
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and yaue him to the quene alle at heꝛ wpfte 
Coche ſe whettjez ſůe wolde him ſaue oz ſpylle 
The que ne thanked the hyng with alle heꝛ mpttt 
and aftez tlis thus ſpake ſhe to tie hnygiit 
whan ſhe ſaWe heꝛ tyme Ppoy a day 

Thou ſtondeſt pet quod the in ſuche arap 

Chat of thy lyf pet haſt thou no ſurete 

graunt tiykyf if thou canſt telle me 

What thing it is that women mooſt deſiren 

de ware and hepe thy necke from iren 

and if thou canſt nat telle it anone 

Jſqal the ꝓeue feue pet foꝛ foꝛ to gone 

a twelue month and a day to ſeche and lere 

du aunſ were ſufficiaunt iy this matcre 

and ſurete wol g haue oꝛ that thou pace 

Toy body foꝛ to pelde in this płace 

boo was this knygijt and ſoꝛon fully fe ſigſe ti 
But fe may nat do alte as himipketh 

und at the faſt he cloſe him foꝛ to wende 

And come agepy right at tte peres ende 

with ſuche aun ſwere as god wolde ſiim puruep 
und takith his leue and wendith foꝛth his we y 
he ſekith euery houſe and euerp place 

Where as he hopith foꝛ to fynde grace 

Co wytte What thyng women koued mooſt 

wut he coude aryuen in no cooſt 

There as he myght fpnde in this matere 

Clbo creatures accoꝛdyng in fere 

Home ſayd women loued beſt richeſſe 

Some ſayde honoure ſom ſapde iolyneſſe 

dom ſayde riche a ray ſom ſayde kuſt a bedde 
Ind ofte tymes to be wydowe and to be wedde 
Jom ſapde that we be iy hert mooſt eaſed 
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wan we be flatred and ſed 

Ne goth ful nyt tle ſ oth wol nat fpe 
A may ſtaf beſt wynne bs with fla terye 
And With attendaunce and with beſpneſſe 
Been We yly med Bot moꝛe andleſſe 
and ſome ſapd that we wolde fone beſt 
ſo: to be fre anddorittht as vᷣs lyſt 
and that nomay repreue bs of oure Bpce 
But ſap that we be wyſe and nothing n 
Foꝛ truly ther is none of vs allt 

If any Wight wol cla we Bs on the galle 
Chat we nyl phe foꝛ that he ſapth bs ſothe 
aſſap quod he ſal fynde it what it do 
02 be we neuiꝛ ſo biciouſe with ynne 
we wolde beholden wyſe anb cleen oute of ſpnne 
And ſome ſayde grete delyte haue we 

ſo: to beholde ſtable and ehe ſecre 

And in one purpos ſtedfaſtly to duelfe 

And nat to bewrape that men bs tefte 
But that tale is nat Woztt)a rake ſtefe 
Parde we women can notliing hele 
wytnes on Ppda. Wot pe lire the tale 

Cinde among otſſeꝛ thinges ſmale 

Sayde @pda hadde vndre his kong heres 
Growyng vpon his llede two aſſes erys 

The whiche vyce he hadde as fie beſt mptt6t 

Fulle ſubtelly from euerp mannps ſittht 

That ſaue his wyf they wyſt it nomo 

He louyd her moſt and truſtpd heꝛ alſo 

He praped heꝛ that to no mane: creature 

She ſſo/de telle of his foule di ſfigure 

She ſwoꝛe him that foꝛ alle the woꝛlde to wynne 
Dye nolde do that velony ne ſynne 


ce 
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To make her ſuſbonde to haue ſo foule a name 
She wolde it nat for heꝛ one ſhame 

But neuirtheleſſe ſte thoutttjt that ſte dyde 
That ſhe ſo long ſtjokde a counſeyl hyde 

She thougite it Was ſo ſoꝛe a boute her herte 
That nedes ſome woꝛde her muſt a ſtert 

ad ſithen ſtje durſt telke it to no man 

Dou by the marſſte faſt by ſhe ray 

Cpt ſhe cam there her hert Was in fyre 

and as a bytoure błlombithj in the myre 

She leyde heꝛ mon the onto the watez doun 
Be lbrey me nat thou watez with thy ſour 
Quod ſhe, to the q tełłe it and to nomo 

Myn hu ſoͤonde hath kong aſſhes erps two 
Lobe is myn hert al hole noW is it oute 
myght no lengere hepe it oute of doute 
Here may pe ſe though we a tyme abpde 

pet oute it muſt we can nocounſeple hyde 
Che remenaunt of the tale if pe wol here 
Redith Dupde and there pe may it lere 

This hnyght of vom mp tale is ſpecially 
Whay that he ſa we he mptt5t nat come therby 
This is to ſap What women louen mooſt 
with my his breeſt ſo ſoꝛoufulle Was his gooſt 
But home he goth he mptthet nat ſoiourne 

The day was come that hom warde muſt he tourne 
And iy his wey as happed him to ryde 

Hy alle his care Sndre a foꝛeſt ſyde 

Where as he ſa we Spoy a daunce go 

Ofladies foure and twenty and yet mo 

To warde whiche daunce he dre we ful perne 
y hope that he ſholde ſom wyſdom (ery 

Hut certaynly 02 that he cam fully there 
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Banyſſied was this daunce le nyſt Where 
No creature ſale be that Baref 

Saue on the greneſſe ſa we ſyttyng a wyf 
A foutez Witgtit ther myght no man deuyſe 
Agayn tſjis h nygit is olde wyf gan ryſe 
And ſayde ſir unyſiht here — fpth no wey 
But teife me what pe ſehe by poure fay 
Parauenture it map the bettez be 

Chi ſe olde folhe cay mocte thyng quod ſhe 
My leue modre quod this hnygit certapy 
nam but dede but if that Jcan ſayn 

What thyng it is that women mooſt deſire 
Conde pe me Wpſſte g wofde quyte Weke youre hire 

Plight me thy troutſſe here in mp honde quod ſhe 

Che nevt thyng that J requpre the 

Thou ſyalt it do if it lpe in ttip mptthe ö 
und q wol telle it you oꝛ it be nytttt | 
Raue here mp trouthe quod the tnp(tht Jttrauntk 
Than quod ſhe i daz wele make auaunte 

Thy lyf is ſauf foꝛ j wol ſtonde therby 

Dpoy mylyf the quene wol ſap as 

Cet ſee whiche is the proudeſt of them alle 

That werith on other hyꝛchief 02 caffe 

That daz ſap nap of that q wol the teche 

Cet bs go forth withoute moꝛe ſpeche 

Tho robned ſte a pyſteł in his e re 

And badde him be glade and haue no ſere 

when they be co. neu to the courte this h nygit 
Sapde he kept his day as he hadde hight 

And redy was his aunſbere ashe ſapde 

ful many a noble wyf and many a mayde 

and many a wydo bee foꝛ that they be wyſe 

The que ne her ſelf ſittyng as iuſtiſe 


. ax.» m8 —_ _ 


The Wpf of Batfes Tale 


aſſembled been this aunſWere fox to here 

and afterwarde this k nyglit was boden tappere 

To euery wigllt was comaunded ſikence 

and that the khnyght ſholde tel in audience 

what thyng that Woꝛldly women loue beſt 

This h nyght ſtode nat ſtyl as doth a beeſt 

aut to his queſtiouy anone aunſWerde 

with maney Boyce that al the courte it herde 

My liege lady than general quod ſie 

woes de ſire to haue ſouerapnte 

as Wele of their huſbondes as of theirc loue 

And foꝛ to Be in mapſtrye aboue 

This is poure mooſt deſire ttoutt! pe me kylle 

Doth as pou lyſt j am here at poure yt 

Hal the courte ne was ther wyf ne mapde 

Ne wydowe that contrarted that he ſapde 

but ſayde he was Wozthp to haue his tpf 

und with that woꝛde bp ſtert this olde wpf 

giche that the hnp(tht fonde ſyttyng on the grene 

Percy quod ſhe mp ſouerapne lady que ne 

Oꝛthat youre courte departe as do me right 

taugt this aunſwere vnto this hnytht 

#02 Whiche he plyght me his trouthe there 

The firſt thyng j wolde him reque re 

He wolde it do if it lay iy his mygt 

vifore this courte thay pray J the ſir knygßt 

Juod ſhe, that thou me take Bnto thy wpf 

#02 wele thou woteſt that g haue ſaucd hp fpf 

ſwere fals ſwere nap Vpoy thy fey 

he hnygßt aunſ werd allas and wel awey 
wote right wele that ſuche was my beheſt 

02 goddegloue chees a nebbe requeſt 

Cake alle my gode andfet my body go 
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Nay than quod ſte ij ſire we Bs bothe two 
Fo: ttjoutth that g be fouke olde and poure 
wol nat foꝛ al the metal and the oure 

That Sndre the grounde lpttj oꝛ aboue 

But ꝗ thy wyf were and ehe thy loue 

My fone quod he nap but mp dampnacſoun 
Allas that euit any of mp naciouy 

So foule ſhjolde eu diſperatfed be 
But al foꝛ naught the ende is thus that fe 
Conſtreyned was nedes muſt he her wedde 
And tahe his olde wyf and go to bedde 

Nob wolde ſome mey ſap parauenture 

02 mp negkegence 3 do nocure 

To telle you the ioye and alle the arzape 

Chat at the feſt was that ilke dap 

To wyiche thyng ſtoztlp g aunſwere ſhalle 
ſay ther was no feſt ne iope at alle 

There nas but heuynes and moche ſozowe 
02 prpuekp he wedded her bp the moꝛowe 
And al day after hydde him as ay olle 

So wo was him his wyf loked ſo foule 
Grete was the wo that the knygſit had in thought 
whay he was with his wyf a bedde y Brought 
He walueth and he turneth to and fro 

His ofde Wyf lay ſymylyng euirmo 

and ſayde o dere huſbonde benedicite 

farith euery hnyght thus with his wyf as pe 
Js this the la lbe of kpn( Arthours hous 

s euery hnyght of his loue ſo daungerous 
gam youre obne foue and ehe youre Wpf 
Jam ſie wh iche ſaued hath youre (pf 
Andcertis pet dyd yon nem2.vnrittht 
why fare pe thus with me the firſt nytthe 
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pe fare fphe a may hadde loſt his wytte 
what is my gyl te foꝛ goddes loue tek me it 
and it ſhal be a mended if that map 
amendpd quod this knpft allas nap nap 
Jt wol nat be amendedneuir the moo 
Thou arte ſo lothjły and ſo ofde alſo 

and therto comen of ſololbe a kpnde 

That fptef wondre is though g walow and wynde 
Ho wol de god quod he mpy herte wolde Greſt 
js thts quod ſtje the cauſe of poure Inreſt 
pe tertayn quod he no wondre it is 

(ow ſer quod ſije q coude amende alle this 
that me Cyſt 02 it be dates türe 

So wele pe mygit bere pou Lnto me 

But foꝛ pe ſpete of ſuche gentykneſſe 

a9 is deſcended oute of ofde riches 

That tler foꝛe pe ſtjulde be gentyl men 
Suche erꝛogaunce is nat woꝛth ay henne 
Lohe Who is mooſt Vertuous alwey 

Pryup and apert and mooſt entendpth ay 
To do the gentyleſt dedes that he can 

Tahe him fox the gentileſt gentylman 
Cryſte wol we clapme of him oure gentylneſſe 
Hut of oure eldres foꝛ theire olde riche ſſe 
ſoz thoutth they yeue Vs alle theirt heritage 
Foꝛ Whicte we clay me to be of hitht parage 
ret may they nat bequetſj foz no thyng 

Co none of vs theire bertuous do tat 
That made them gentyl men called to be 
ind badde Bs folowe them in ſuche degre 
bele can the wiſe poete of Florence 

That higit daunte ſpebe of this ſentence 
£0ty ſuche manez ryme is dauntes tale 


D 1 


Ce wyf of Bathes Tarr 


ffut ſelden 5p ryſeth by bis braunches ſmale 
Proues of may for god of his godenes 

wol that of him we ckapme oure gentylnes 
fox of oure elders map we nothpnſt clapme 
But te mporalle thyng that may hurte and mapge 
Ehe euery Wittft wote this a ſwele as 

If gentyl nes were plaunted naturally 

Vnto a certapy kynage douy the lyne 

Prpup and apert thay wol they neuir fyne 

To do of gentylnes the fepre office 

They mygtht do no Vefony oꝛ Vpce 

Take fre and bere it in the derheſt Fouſe 
Bit wi xte this and the mount of Cancaſus 
And let men ſtptte the doꝛes and go tienne 
pet wol the fyre as fapre ly and brenne 

us twenty thouſand mey mpttht it befokde 
His office naturally ay Wot he fſotde 
Vp perpt of my łpf tyt that it dye 
Here map pe ſc hol that gentrye 
Js nat anneyed to poſſeſſtony 
Suche fokhe ne doth there operacioun 

ul wey as doth the fyre lo iy his hynde 

ſoz god it wote met) map ful ofte fynde 

a koꝛdes ſonne do ſhame and pelony 

Und he that wol haue prpce of his ffentrpe 

Foz he was bo2y of a gentyt bouſe 

And hadde his elders noble and Sertuons 

And wyl him ſelf do no gentyl dedes 

Ne fotowe his gentyl auncetours that dede is 
He is nat gentyl ge he duke be he erfe 

y pᷣyleyns ſynful dedes make a cherke 

Foz gentylneſſe nps But the renome 
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w5iche is a ſtraunge thynge to thy perſone 
Tp gentyrnes rometh fro god alone 

7149 comet!) oure verzp gentylnes of grace 
t Was no thyng biquedpy vs with oure place 
chrubyti low noble as ſapth Vaferins 
was tat Romayh Tukius Foſtilius 

Chat oute of pouerte rooſe to high nobleſſe 
Redit“ Senehe and redith elke Boece 

There ſhaꝭ pe ſe evpres that no drede is 
That 0839 gentyl that doth gentyl dedes 
And ther #020 leue huſbonde thus Jconckude 
were lt that myy auncetoures Were rude 

pet May Ce high god and ſo hope) 

Graunte me grace tofpue vertuouſtp 

Than wy 5 De tions Whey 1 begxy 

Tolyue verttonſlp and do albey ſynne 
Ind there as pe of pouerte me repreue 

That hig) god oh whome holy we befeue 

n yl fut poue rte chees to lede his lyf 

and certis cuerp may mapdey and wpf 

May bnderſtonde that jeſus heuyy hyng 
Ne Wolde nat che ſe a byciouſe lyuyng 

Gade poaerte isa fut honeſt thyng certayn 
This wol Senehe and othez cferhes ſapy 
lo ſottjat holdith him paped of his pouert 
Holde him ryche and he hadde nat a ſhert 
He that couetith he is a ful poure wight 

ſoꝛ he Wolde haue that is nat iy his mygßt 
but he tat naught hath ne couetith to haue 
o rich al tough ye holde him but a naue 
Derꝛy pouert is ſpnne proptrtp 

auuenal ſpehith therof fulle merely 

Che poure may Whaylie goth by the wey 
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Bi foꝛe the theuys he map ſyniie and pkep 
Pouert io hate fuł gode and ash geſſe 

A fulle grete brpnſtez oute of beſpneſſe 
grete amendez che of ſapience 

To him that tahitſi it in pactence 
pPoucrte is this ak thoutth it ſe me elenge 
Poſſeſſiouy that nomay worde gladly chalenge 
Pouerte ful ofte Wtjay a may is toW 

Mahith his god and eke him ſelf to hnowe 
Poueꝛtt a ſpectahył is as thynkhitij me 
Through whictje Ge map his Berzp frendes ſe 
And therfoꝛe ſiz ſithey the rin pe be gre ul d 

Of my pouerte let me nomoꝛe be reprenyd 
Nob ſiꝛ there as of ełde pe repꝛeue me 

und certis ſir though none auctozpte 

were iy the bohe pe gentylles of honoure 

Say that meh ſholde ay olde wight fauoure 
und clepe it fade2 foꝛ theire gentykneſſe 

And auctoures ſtat gj fynde as j geſſe 

Nob there as pe ſap j am fouke and olde 

T bay drede pe nat to be made cochofde 
ſoz fylthe elde and foule ſo mot i the 
Becy grete wardepns 9Spoy chaſtite 
But nathctes ſitſſey g hnow poure defpte 

3 ſhat fukfptte poure wozkdip appetpte 

Chees now quod ſhe one of theſe thynges twep 
Co haue me olde and foule tyl that (Jdep 

And be to pou a true humdłe wpf 

And neui pou diſpfeaſe in alle my lyf 

Oꝛ elles pe ſhat haue me pong and feyte 

And take youre auenture of ffe repepre 

That to poure houſe ſhalbe Bicauſe of me 

Oꝛ iy ſome otheꝛ place may Wele be 
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Now chees Whethez that pe fphetth 
Tbishnptt6t auyſet( im and ſpheth 

But at the (aſt he ſapd in this manere 

My kady my loue my Wpf ſo dere 

put me fuktp in poure gouernaunce 

Che ſe it youre ſekf whiche may be moꝛe pleſaunte 
And mooſt honoure to you and me akſo 

do no foꝛte the whether of the two 

But as you lyhetßh it ſuffiſetl to me 

Than haue (tote of pou the maſt rpe quod ſhe 
Sithen q map cheſe and gouerne pou as me kyſt 
pe tertis wyf quod he g holde it foz the beſt 
ps me quod ſtje we be no lengere Wrothe 

#702 bp mp trouthe J wok be to pou Bothe 

Chat is to ſap bottje fapre and ehe gode 
pray to god that J muſt ſterue wode 

But q to pou bc alſo gode and true 

ascuir was wyf ſithen the Woꝛlde was ne we 
And but Je to moꝛobe as fapre to ſene 

ds any lady empre ſſe 02 quene 

Chat is bet wiyte the eſte and the Weſt 

Doth with my lyf and deth as pe kyſt 

And ſo they ſcepte tyl it was moꝛolbe grap 
und they ſhe ſapde Whay it was dap 

Caſt vp the curtepy loke hob it is 

and Whay the knygzht ſa we berely al this 
Chat ſhe ſo fayre Was and ſo pong therto 

ſoꝛ ioye he hynt heꝛ in his armes two 

his herte was bathed in a bathe of blis 
uthonſand tpme arobbe he (tay heꝛ hys 

Ihe obe yed him ty cuerp thyng 

Chat myttht do him ple ſaunce 02 kyb putz 

and thus they lyue Lnto theire lyues ende 
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And parfyte ſoye and heſu criſte do ſende 
BuſFondes mehe yong and fre ſſhe abedde 
And grace to ouirtyue them that we wedde 
und eke J pray Jeſus ſhoꝛt theirelyues 
That wol nat be gouerned by theire Wpnes 
And olde and anttry nygardes in di ſpence 
God ſende them ſone a verzp peſtilence 


Bere endith the tale of the wpf of Baſe 
undhere begynneth the Freꝛes prologue 


this noble kymytoure this woꝛthy freꝛe 
Be made afwep a maner fourpntt chere 

V pon the ſompnoure but fox honeſtpe 

No dᷣyłepns Wozde as pet tohim ſpahe he 

But at the faſt he ſapde vnto the wyf 

Now dame quod he god yene yon right gode (pf 

ye haue here touched al ſo moot |j thee 

4» ſcoke matere a ful gert te diſtieultye 

pc haue ſayde moche gode thyng right welke! ſey 

But dame as here as pe ryden by the wa y 

Vs nedith nat to ſpeke but of game 

Andkete auctoꝛitees on goddes name 

To prechyntz and to ſcole of ckergye 

und if it lphe vnto this company 

wol you of a Sompnoure tel a game 

Parde ye may Wefe hnoWe bp the name 

That of a ſonpnoure may no gode be ſapde 

I prap that none of yon be eupk appayed 

ꝗ ſompnoure is a rynneꝛ vp and donn 

with maundmentes foꝛ fornpcictony 

And is y bete at euery townesende 

Oure hooſt thay ſpahe a ſire ye ſholde be hende 8 
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and curteys as a man of poure aſtate 
company we Wol haue no debate 
Cellith yon re tale and let the ſompnoure he 
ap quod the ſompnoure ket him ſay by me; 
what ſo him Cyſt han it cometh to mp kot 

pp god q ſjatti qupte euery (frot 

3 ſha him tele Whictie a grete fonoure 

t is to be a ffaterpntt kpmptoure 

and of many othez maneꝛ cryme 
whiche nedith nat to reherce at this tyme 
und his office g ſhalle him telle y wys 

Pure hooſt aun ſwerde peas nomoꝛe of this 
and afteꝛ this he ſayde Bnto the frere 
Telle foꝛth poure tale myn one mapſteꝛ dere 


Here endith the Freres profottne 
Und begynneth his tale 
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To teche him to foure and twenty moo 

ſoz thoutth the ſompnoure wode were as ay fare 
To teste his harłottrye ij wol nat ſpare 

Foz we be oute of his coꝛreccioun | 

Thep haue of $5 no{ſuriſdictiouy 

Ne neuir ſtake terme of alle theire lyues 

Detyr ſo be women of the ſtyuys 

Quod the ſompnoure, put oute of oure cure 
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peas with myſchaunce and with myſauenture 
Sayde oure ſooſt and let him telle his tale 
Nod telte foꝛ th though the Sompnoure gate 
Ne ſpareth nat mpyoWne mapſter dere 

This fals theef this ſompnoure quod tije fre re 
had alwey ba wdes redp to lis honde 
is any ha we is to the lure in EE ngelonde 
That tolde him alle the ſecre that thep h nc we 
foꝛ theire acquepntaunce Was nat come of ne we 
Thep were al his appronezs pryuely 
he tobe him ſelf a grete profet therby 
His mapſtez knee nat al wer what he Way 
bithoutey maunde mentes a leude may 
Be coude ſompne on pepne of criſtes curſe 
und they we re (fade ſoꝛ to fyllen his purſe 
und make him grete feſtes at the nate 
und right as Judas had purſes ſmale 
und was a theef right ſuche a theef was he 
His mayſteꝛ hath but half his duete 
he Vas if J ſſal yeue him hisłaude 
Atheef a Sompnoure and ehe a bande 
he hadde eke Wenches at his retenue 
That Whethe ꝛ ſix RoBert oꝛ ſir Bue 
Oi Jacke oꝛ Rauf oꝛ Who ſo that it were 
That ley by them they tolde him in his ere 
Thus were the wenchys and he of one aſſent 
und he wolde fet a fepned maundment 
und ſompne them to the chaptre bothe two 
und pele the may and let the wenche go 
Clay wolde he ſap frende q ſal for thy ſake 

o ſtrphe the oute of oure kettres błahe 
The theꝛ nomoꝛe as iy this caas trauayke 
im thy frende there may the auayle 
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Certayn he hne we of bryboures many mo 
Than poſſible is to tełle in petes two 

ſo ty this woꝛlde nys dotttte foꝛ tlie bowe 
That can ay hurte dere from ay hole hnoWe 
Bettre than this Sompnoure hne we a ſkpttt fpcour 
Oꝛ auoutreꝛ 02eftes any paramoure 

And foz that was the frute of alle his rent 
Therfoꝛe oi it he ſette alle hisentent 

And ſo be fyl that onys pon a dap 

This ſompnoure was euir waptyng his pray 
Foꝛ to ſompne ay ofde wyf a rebybe 

ffeynyng a cauſe foꝛ he Wolde haue a BrpBe 

[jt happed that he ſa we bi foꝛy him ryde 

A gay ye man bndre a fozeſt ſpde 

a bowe he bare and arowes bright and kene 

He hadde vpoy him a courtppe of grene 

dy hat Spoy his hede With ſtrenges Beahe 

Siꝛ quod the ſompnoure hayle and wele y take 
welcome quod he and eyerp gode fela w 

Whpdre rydeſt thou bndre this grene wode ſhaw 
Saide this pomay wylt thou ferze to day 

This ſompnoure aunſwerde and ſayde nap 
He re faſt by quod he is myy entent 

To ryden foꝛ to ryſe Vp ak the rent 

That fonttith now to mp loꝛdes duete 

Art thou thay a baille. pe quod he 

He ne durſt foꝛ Befonp and ſhame 

Sap that he was a ſompnoure ſoꝛ the name 
Depardeuv quod this pemay dere brother 

Thou art a baille and gam a nothc 2 

J am bnhnoWey now in this countre 

Of thyn acquepntannce than h pray the 

And eke of brederhode if that thou lyſt 
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baue golde and ſpkuez in my chyſt 

ftlaat the happith to come in oure ſypre 

de ſbalbe thpy right as thou wykt deſire 
Gramercp quod this Sompnoure bp mp fepth 
Cuerictſe ty others honde his trouthe te keyth 
foꝛ to be ſWozne brethery tyl they dep 

y dꝛliaunce they ryde foꝛth and pley 

| This Sompnoure Whiche was ful of Jangekis 
as ful of Benp1y been the ſe Berzp anglis 

and euir enquiryng vpon euery thing 

Brothez quod he Where is noWe poure duellpng 
q notheꝛ day if that J ſjal pon ſeche 

Thie oma him aunſberde with ſoft ſpeche 
Brotheꝛ quod he feꝛ in the noꝛth countre 

gert as j hope ſomtyme | ſhal the ſe 

©: we departe h ſhal the ſo wele wys 

That of my hou ſe ne ſhalt thou neuir mys 
ſob hrotheꝛ quod this Sompnoure q you prap 
Theche me whiles We ryde by the way 

dithen that pe be a bailiy and ſo am 

Some ſubtelte and tellith me feith fully 

y mpy office hou J map mooſt wynne 

And ſparith nat foꝛ conſcience ne ſpnne 

but dere brotheꝛ telle me how do pe 

ob 6p my trouthe dere brother ſapde he 

de) ſia teł the a feythful tale 

hy wages be ful ſtreyt and fuk ſmale 

Hy loꝛde is harde to me and daungerous 

Ind myn office is ful labourous 

| Ind therfoꝛe by extoꝛſiouns Jkpue 

ſorſoth J take alle that men wol me yeue 

Aite by ſrighht oꝛ by vyolence 

tom pe re to pere q Wynne alle my dyſpence 
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can no bettre tek the feptifulkp 

Now certis quod the Sompnoure ſofare 
J ſpare nat to tahe god it wote 
But if it be tofjeup oz to hote 
That] map gete in counſeł pryueły 
Nomoze conſcience of that haue (3 

Nere mp extoꝛ ſioun q myßlit nat lyuen 
Ne of ſuche iapes wol g nat be ſhreuyn 
Stomahe ne conſcience hnolbe g none 
(5 ſhre we the ſhryfte faders eue richone 
wele be we mette by god and by ſeynt Jame 
But leue brothez tet me thy name 

Quod this Hompnoure ty this meane White 
This pemay gan a lytel foz to ſmyle 

Drottje 2 quod je wylt thou that q the telle 

Jama feende mp dueliyng is in helle 

and here g ryde aboute my purcha ſynt 

To Wptte if men wol peue me any tpn 

To purchace is the effecte of alle my rent 

Coke hou thou rydeſt foꝛ alle the ſame entent 
To wynne gode theu reckeſt neuir how 

Right ſo fare g for ryde Wof J now 

Vnto the woꝛldes ende foꝛ a pray 

d quod the Sompnoure benedictte what pe fay 
wende pe hadde been a yoman truly 

pe haue a mannys ſhappe as wele as J 

Nane ye thay a fygnre determynat 

n helle there ye be in youre aſtate 

Nap certaynly quod he there haue we none 

But whan wo lyneth we can tahe Bs one 

Oꝛ elles mahe pou wene We be ſhape 
Somtyme lyke a may and ſomtpme kphe ay ape 


Oe phe ay aunttefcay g ryde 02 goo 
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tis no wondre thyngz though il be ſo 

ꝗ douſye iogloure can de ſceyue tlie 

and pa rde pet moꝛe craft cay q tha ſie 

by quod the ſompnoure rpde pe tian oꝛ gone 

y ſondry ſhappe and nat arWey in one 

#02 we quod he wol vs iy ſuche fourme make 

as mooſt auayle is oure prapes foꝛ to take 
hat makith you to haue alte this laboure 

wal many a cauſe leue fir Hompnoure 

Sayde this feende but al tiyng hat tyme 

The day is ſdoꝛt and it is paſſed prpme 

And yet ne gat J nothyng in this day 

wol intende to wynnyng if J map 

And nat intende oure Wyttes to deckare 

#02 brotheꝛ myne thy Wyttes bcey alle to bare 

Co bnderſtonde al though z tolde them the 

but ſoꝛ thou aſhith why kla boure we 

foꝛ ſomtyme We be goddes inſtrumentes 

und mea nes to dohiscomaundmentes 

Whay that him lyſt bpoy his creatuzes 

y dyue rſe acte and in dyuerſe figures 

bithoute him we haue no myght certapne 

that him kyſt to ſtonde there ageyn 

und ſomtyme at oure prapeꝛ haue we keue 

Onty the body and nat the ſoule to greue 

bytnes of Job whom we dyd wo 

and ſontyme haue we myght on both two 

This is to ſap on ſoule and oy body ele 

and ſomtyme we be ſuffred foꝛ to ſche 
pon a man and do his ſoule brreſt 

ind nat his body and alle isfoz the beſt 

Wayte withſtandith oure temptaciouy 

is a cauſe of his ſatuaciouy 
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Al be it that it was nat oure entent 

Ne ſholde be ſauf by goddes in(te ment 

And ſomtyme we be ſeruaunt vnto may 

as to the Archebiſſhop ſeint Dnuſtan 

And to the appoſtef ſeraunt ehe was g 

pet telle me quod the ſompnoure feithfully 
Make pe youre bodies iy ſuche Wpſe al wey 
Of elementes. the feende aunſ werde nap 
Somtyme we fepncy and ſomtyme we aryſe 
with dede bodies in fele ſondry Wpſe 

And ſpehe as reſonable fapre and wele 

as the phytonyſſe dyd to ſamuel 

And yet wol ſor mcy ſay it was nat he 

do no foꝛce of youre digtnpte 

But one thyng warne h the g wol nat fape 
Thou wylt wete algates hol We be ſhape 
Thou ſhalt here afterwarde my brother dere 
Come where it nedith nat of me to lere 

Fo tou ſyalt by thy / one experience 
Conne in the chayre ride of this ſentence 
Bettyꝛ thay birgyle while he was on lyue 
Oꝛ daunte alſo now let bs rpde bekpue 

Foz q wol holde company with the 

Tl it be ſo that thou fozſahe me 

Nap quod the ſompnoure that ſhat nat betpde 
am a yea that hnobbeh am ful wyde 

Mp trouthe wol g holde to the as in this caas 
For though were the deuyk ſathanas 

My troutß wol J holde to the my Brother 

ds am ſſwoꝛy andeche of bs tyk otheꝛ 

For to he true hrotheꝛ in this caas 

And bothe we tone aGoute oure purchaas 
Take thou thy parte of that men wol the yeue 


— 
. 


TheFrezes Taſe 


nnd ) ſhalle myne thus map We bothe lyue 
and if that any of bs haue moꝛe than otheꝛ 
Let him Ge true and parte it with his brother 
graunte quod the deuyk by mp fay 
and with that woꝛde they ryden forth the wey 
and ritthtat ay entre of a tounes ende 
To whiche that Sompnoure ſyope him to wende 
They ſa we a carte that chaꝛged was With hey 
whiche that a cartez droue foztt) in the wey 
Deep was the wey for Whictie the carte ſtode 
This carteꝛ ſmote and cryde as he were wode 
what heyt Brok heyt ſcot ſpare pe for the ſtones 
The feende quod he pou feche bodp and bones 
as ferfo2th as eutr pe Were p foled 
So motche wo as j haue foꝛ pou tholed 
The deuyl haue al Cotfe hoꝛ ſe carte and hey 
Quod tte Sompnoure hie re ſtjal we haue a pfep 
und nere the feende he dre we as naught ne were 
ful pryuely and rowned ty his ere 
herhyn mp brother herkyn by tHp feytſ 
heryſt nat how the carteꝛ ſeyth 
Tahe it anone foꝛ he hatth yeue it the 
Bothe hey and carte and ehe hiscapukles thre 
ay quod the deuyl god wote neuir a dele 
tis nathis entent truſte me weke 
uſbe him ſelf if that you troweſt nat me 
Oꝛ elles ſtynt a while and thou ſhalt ſe 
This carteꝛ chaked his hoꝛſe on the croupe 
ind they began to dra we and to ſtoupe 

Ipte noW quod he that Jeſu criſt you bles 
Ind alle his hondywoꝛke Bothe moze andles 
That was wele y twpethe mpy owne lye tde boy 
pray god ſaue the and ſeyntloye 
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Nob is mp carte oute of 2 — parde 
£0 brothez quod the fende What tolde J the 
Here map pe ſe mpy obne dere Brotſſeꝛ 
The c<hozte ſpahe one thyn(t and thouttht a nothe2 
Let Bs go foztl aHoute oure Vpatte 

Here Wpnne(j nothyng Vpoy this cariage 

way that they cam ſomwhat oute of the tony 
This ſompnoure to his brotheꝛ⁊ gan to roun 
Brotheꝛ quod he here Wonpth ay ofde reßecke 
That hadde almooſt as leef to leſe hez neche 

as fo to eue a peny of ez gode 

wol haue twetue pens though that ſhe be wode 
£27] wol ſomone hez Vnto ou re office 

und yet god wote of her hnoWe no Vpce 

Lut foꝛ thou canſt nat as in this countre 
Wpnne thycoſtes take here enſample of me 
This ſompnoure clapyd at the wydobbes gate 
Come oute he ſayde thou olde Ler2p trate 
trowe thou haſt ſom preeſt 02 freze with the 
who hnockitt ſapde this wpf benedicite 

God ſane pou ſiz what is poure ſwete wyl 
haue quod the ſompnoure of the a byl 

pon pepne of curſyng kohe that thou be 

To moꝛow bifoꝛe the a rchedeh ns nee 

To aunſwere to the courte of certapy thyng 
Now loꝛde quod ſhe geſucriſte heuyn hyng 

So wyſely helpe me as ne map 

haue be ſche and that ful many a day 

[ map nat go ſo fer quod ſhe ne ryde 

But ; be dede ſo prpcheth ty mp ſpde 

Map j nat aſhe a fpbef ſir Hompnoure 

And aunſwere there by mp proctoure 

To ſuche thyng as mey wol appoſe me 
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res quod the Sompnoure pap anoylet ſe 
Cwelf pens to me and g wol the quyte 
]ſhalno profet haue therby hut lyte 

y maſteꝛ hath the profet and nat) 

Come of andlete me ryde haſtely 

pee me twwelf pens foꝛ q may no lentzere tary 
Cwelf pens quod ſhe a lady ſeint Mary 

do wyſelp me helpe oute of care ano ſpnne 
Chis wyde woꝛlde though g ſholoe it wynne 
e haue Jnat twefue pens withiy my holde 
ye hnobbe wele that Jam poure and olde 
bythe youre almes on me poure Wretche 

My than quod fe the foule feende me feche 
the e vcuſe though thou ſholde be ſpykt 
Alas quod ſte god wote g am nat in the pit 
Pay me quod he 02 By ſÞete ſeint anne 
wol anone bere awey thy ne we pay 

ſoꝛ dette Whiche thou oWeſt me of olde 

han that thou madeſt ehpy huſbonde cok eolde 
1papde at home foꝛ thy cozrectiony 

Thou lyeſt quod ſhe Bp ip ſaluacioun 

Y was neuiꝛ 02 now wydo be ne wyf 
Sompned vᷣnto youre courte in alle mp kyf 
e neuiꝛ J was hut of my body true 
Vnto the deuyl bake and rough of ewe 
peue ij thy body and ele myn panne afſo 
Ind whan the deuyl herde ger curſe ſo 

Ppon heꝛ knees he ſapde in this manere 
Now ma6pf mpy one modre dere 

this youre wyt in ernyſt as pe ſep 

The deupfquod ſhe fe tte him 02 he dey 

and panne and al bu the wol him repent 
Myolde ſtot tat is nat myy entent 
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Quod the ſompnou re foꝛ to repent me 

ſo: any thyng that haue hadde of the 

J wolde g hadde thy ſmoke and euery cloth 
Nob brothez quod the deuyl be nat Wrotte 
Chy body and this panne is myn bp right 
Thou ſhalt to hełle With me pet tonyttht 
where thou ſhalt hnolbe of ore prpuite 
Moꝛe thay a mapſtez of diuinyte 

And with that wozde the foule feende him bent 
Body and ſoule he with the deuyl went 
waere that theſe ſompnoures haue theire heritage 
und god that made after his pmatte 
Manhynd. ſaue and gyde vs alle and ſome 
And keue that ſompnoures gode mey become 
oꝛdyntzes Jcoude telle pou quod the frere 
Gadde J had keue foꝛ the ſompnoure here 
Afteꝛ the teyte of criſt poule and ohn 

And of oure otheꝛ doctoures many one 

Hue peynes as youre hertes myght agryſe 
Ab be it ſo that no tuntte may J denpſe 
Clboutth that q myttht a thouſand Wynteꝛ tel 
The pepnes of that turſyd houſe of helle 

But foꝛ to hepe Bs fro that curſed place 
Wahith and prayeth geſu of his grace 

So hepe vs fro the temptouꝛe Hathanas 
Herh neth this woꝛde beware as iy this caas 
The lyoun ſptteth in his wayte al Wey 

To ſke the innocent if that he may 

Diſpoſe ye youre hertes ay to withſtonde 
The feende that wol make yon thral and bonde 
Be may nat tempte you oniꝛ youꝛ mygßt 

ſoz criſte wol he youre cha mpyoy and hnpttht 
And pray the ſompnoure him repent 
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Of is myſdedys 02 that tie deuyt im Gent 


Here endith the Freres tale 
and begyuneth the Sompnoures prokoge 


t Bis ſompnoure in his ſterop high ſtode 
Vpon this freze his hert was ſo wode 
That lyke ay aſpey leef he quote for ire 
Loꝛdynges quod he one thpug g de ſire 
you be ſeche of poure turteſpe 

Sithen pe haue herde this fal ſe freze lye 

as ſuffreth me map mp tate tel 

This frere Goſtith that he hnoWith het 
Ind god wote that is tptef Wondre 

Frezes and feendes been ful Eptet a ſondre 
#6: parde pe haue herde ofte tpme tel 

Kolb that a freze rauyſſhed Was to helle 
Jn ſpiryte onys by a vy ſivuy 

und as ay aungel led him Vp and donn 

To ſſewe ßim the toꝛmentes that were there 
y al tße place ne ſa we he nat a freie 

Of otßeꝛ folhe he ſa we pnontth ty wo 
Pnto tho aungek ſpake this frezc tl.0 
Now ſiꝛ quod he haue freꝛes ſuche a grace 
That none of them ſtjak come ty thts place 
pes quod tHe aungel many a mylkioun 

and önto ſathanas he ledde him doun 

and now hath ſathanas ſuche a tayle 
Brode ꝛ than a Ca rꝛyhe is the ſaxte 

holde vp thy tayle thou ſathanae qucd he 
She we forth thy ers andlet the freze ſe 
where is the neſt of freꝛes in this place 

And oꝛ that a furtong were of ſpace 
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And right ſo as bers ſwarme oute of ay hyue 
Outc of the de nylles ers they gan dryue 
Cwentp thouſ and freꝛes on a route 
und through oute helle ſwarmpd alle a bonte 
und cam aftapy as faſte as theꝝ may gone 
And into his ers they crepte cuetichone 
He dypped ageyy bis tayle and lay ſtpl 
Chis freze Whay he toe d had his fyt 
Vopy the toꝛ mente of this ſoꝛy płace 
lis ſpprite god reſt oꝛe d of his grace 
Vuto his body egapy and ſje a woke 
But nattjefce foꝛ ſc ie zee he quote 
Do was the deupitex ats ap ty his mynde 
Thahisichishericag of verzp kpnde 
God ſaue pou ar ſaue this curſed freze 
My prologue wol gende in this ma nere 


Here endith the ſompnoures kr 
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ere begynnetſ the Sompnoures tale 


ft = OzdpuFs theꝛ is in yoꝛke ſhyre as J eſſe 
ũ nie rſſije countre that called is holde rneſſe 

y Whichle ther © apy I apo aboute 

Copreche. andeke to begge it is no doute 

and ſo befyl that on a bay this freze 

Badde prechyd ty a chirche in his manere 

and ſpecially aboue euerp thyng 

Excited he the people in his prechyng 

To trentalles and to yeue foꝛ goddes ſabe 

woer with mer mythjt holy houſes make 

There as dyuyne ſeruice is honoured 

At there it is waſqd and deuoured 

Ne there it nediti na to de peuen 

bs to poſſeſſioners thut map lyuen 

Chanuyd he god {4 late and 2 

Trentafes ſapd heoylyurꝛyn from penaunte 

Theire \frendes ſoi les as Welt olde as pong 

pe han they Ce hacrty p ſony 

Nat for to holde a reeſt ioly and gay 

he ſyngith nat du one ma ſſe 09 a dap 

Delyue rethj oute anti quod he the ſoukes 

ful harde it is with fi ſſhoht and oules 

To be ycka wed oꝛto biene oꝛ hahe 

Qolv ſpede you faſtely ſoꝛ criſtes ſake 

and Wan this freze had ſapde al his entent 

with qui cin patre foꝛth his wep he went 

Wan folte in the chirche had ye ue What them leſt 

He went his way nokengere wolde he reſt 

bith ſcrippe and typped ſtaf y tuched hye 

Yeuerp houſe he tray to poure aid prye 

and begged mele and cheſe 02 ekleocoꝛ n 
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Nis fela we hada ſtaf y typpyd witl don 4 
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A pepre of tabłes of ckene purzp 
Anda popntef y połiſſted fetouſtp 
Und Wrote the names alWep as he 
Of af the foche that yaue ther any ode 
a ſhaunce that fe wolde foꝛ them prap 
ycue bs a buſſhek whete malt oꝛ re 
a goddes hy rteł 02 a cryppe of che ſe 
Oꝛ elles what pou lyſt map nat cheſe 
i goddes half penp oꝛ a maſſe pen 4 
Oꝛ peue Bs of pouꝛe braune if pe haue an» 
7 dagoꝝ of youre blanket łeue dame 

Oure ſuſtre dere lo heꝛe j wryte poure nzme 
Bacoy 02 beef oz ſuche thyng as pe fynde 
ſtutdy ha ilot Went them ap 3 

That was theire hoꝛs and euit he dare ſache 
und what men yaue him tepde it on hisgacke 
And whay he was oute at the doze anog 
He playntd a wey the na mes euerichone 
That he bi foꝛn hadde Wrptte in his tabld 
He ſeruyd them with npftes and with fchles 
Nap there thoufpeſt ſompnoure quod ſ e freze 
Pea ſe quod oure hooſt for criſtes mod e dere 
Cet forth thy tale and ſpare it nat a« ilte 

So thryue J quod the ſompnoure ſo) ſhat 

So long he went from houſe tofouſe that le 
Cam to ah houſe there he was wont to he 

Re freſſhyd moꝛe tay in ay hundreth places 
Sehe kay the gode may Whos the plact is 
Bedred bpoy a couche lolbe he lay 

Deus hic quod he o thomas gode dap 

Sa yde this freꝛe curteſkp and ſofte 

Thomas quod he god yelde pou fuk ofte 
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haue on this benche y fare ful Wete 
here haue g etyn many a mery meke 
and fro the benche he droue a wey the cat 
and leyde a dou his potent and his hat 

und ehe his ſcrip and ſet him ſoft a doun 
his fela We was go walken in to the toun 
ſoꝛth With his knauc in to that hoſtery 
where as he ſhope him that nyght tolye 

O dere mapſtez ſayde this ſehe man 

Bol haue ye fare ſithen Marche began 
ſabe nat you this fourtnyght ne moze 
God Wote quod he La boured haue J ful ſoze 
and ſpecially foꝛ thy ſaluacioun 

haue j ſayde many a precious oꝛiſoui 

and foꝛ oure otheꝛ frendes god them bleſſe 
haue thts day been at youre chirche at me ſſe 
and ſayde a ſermon to my lewde Wytte 

At afteꝛ the pleyy te vte of holy Wrytte 
for it is herde to yon as I ſuppoſe 

und ther foꝛe tel J you alle the gloſe 

Gloſyngz is a ful gloꝛious thyng certayn 
foꝛlettre ſleethj as We clerbes ſayn 

Chere haue q taught them to be cheritable 
und ſpende their gode there it is reſon ble 
And there J ſa we oure dame Where is ſhe 
pondre in the pezde trol that ſhe be 

Hapde this may and ſhe wol come anon 

d mayſteꝛ welcome be pe by ſeint John 
Siyde this wyf. how fare pe hertely 

This freꝛe arpſeth bp ful curteſky 

und her enbra ſith in his aꝛmes narowe 
andh yſſith heꝛ ſwete andchirhyth as a ſparowe 
vIt) his kippes. dame quod he right Wele 
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ds ſe that is poure ſeruaunt euer dele 

Thanked be god that paue pou ſouke and lyf 

ret ſawe h nat to dap ſo fapre a wpf 

In alle the chirche ſo god ſaue me 

pe god a mende tlſe fautes ſir quod ſhe 

Algates welcome pe be by mp fey 

C3ramercp dame that haue g founde akwep 

But of youre gꝛete goodnes bp poure feue 

wolde pray you that pe pou nat greue 

wyl with Thomas ſpehe a lytel tire we 

Theſe curatoures been ful neglegent and ſlow 

To ttropey tenderly a mannps conſcience 

{1 ſhryfte and ty prechyng is my dilygence 
And ſtudye oy petprs Woꝛdes and pouſes 

wache and fyſſhe criſten mennys ſoules 

To yelde Je ſus criſte his propre rent 

To ſprede his woꝛdes is alle mpy entent 

Qobb by youre leue dere ſtr quod ſte 

Chydeth him weke foꝛ ſeint charite 

He is ay angry as is a ppſmpze 

Though that he haue al that he can deſyre 

T hontth J him wrye and make him warm 
Andouiꝛ him lep mylett and myn arme 

Ne ttronethephe oure Boxe [pt in oure ſtp 

Otheꝛ diſpoꝛte of him right none haue ( 

map nat pleaſe him in no maneꝛ caas 

O Thomas je Bous dy thomas thomas 

This mahith the fee nde this muſt be amended 

Jre is a thyntz that high god offended 

And therfoꝛe wol J ſpehe a woꝛde 02 two 
Now mapſtez quod the wyf oz that g go 

what wyl pe dame J wpl go ther aboute 

Nob da me quod he ie vous dp ſauns doute 
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Bane Jnauftht of a capoy but tſie (puez 
and of poure white Grede but a ſtpue: 

and afteꝛ that a roſted pygges hide 

But j ne wolde foꝛ me that no beſt were dede 
Than hadde ) with pou hoolly ſuffiſaunce 
Jam a may of fptefſuſtenaunce 

Mp ſpyrite hatb his offryng ty the byble 
Mp body is ay ſo redy and ſo pyneble 

To wake that my body is ful diſt royed 
pray you dame tljat ye be nat annoped 
Though J pou my counſepk frendly ſhe we 
By god J nolde haue tolde it but a fewve 
and ſir quod ſhe one woꝛde oz jj go 

My chylde is dede within theſe wokes to 
Sone afteꝛ that ye went oute of this toun 
his deth ſa we J by reuelacioun 

Hapde this freꝛe at home in oure doꝛtoure 
daꝛ wele ſap that within half ay oure 
after his deth J ſa we him boze to biys 

y my Siſpouy ſo god mp ſoule wps 

So dyd oure Hevtey and oure fermere: 
That haue Ge true freꝛes this fyfty pere 
They may now god be thanked of his kone 
Mien thetre Jubilłe and walhyn al allone 
And ppz roſe dnd alle oure couent eke 

bit) many a tere tryllyntz oy oure chebe 
bit outen noyſe and ckateryng of belles 
Te deum was oure ſontt and nothyng elles 
Sone afteꝛ to criſte q bad ay holy oꝛyſoun 
Thankyng him of my gode reuekacioun 

ſoꝛ ſir and dame truſtith me riet wele 
ure oꝛyſouns been moꝛe effectuek 

and moꝛe we ſe of criſtes ſ ecrat'thynges 
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Than Coref peopłe ak Be they hynges 

we lyue in pouerte and iy abſtynence 

And Boꝛet foſke in riches and diſpence 

Of mete and drynhe and in fouke defpte 
we haue the woꝛldes luſt al in de ſpyte 

Ca ʒaꝛ and diues lyuedey ful dyuerſky 

And dyuerſe guerdone hadde they therbp 
who ſo wol pray muſt fa ſte and be clene 
And fatte his ſoule and make his body lene 
we fare as ſayth thappoſtel cloth and fode 
Suffiſeth vs though they be nat ful gode 
The ckenneſſe and the faſtpng of Bs freies 
Mahith that criſte evceptith oure pꝛapers 
Co moyſes fourty dates and fourty nyttft 
Faſtyd oꝛ that god fuk of his myght 

Spahe with him in the mount ſpnap 

with empty wombe faſtyng many a dap 
There reſcepued he the la we that was wryten 
with goddes fynger. and Hely wele pe wetyn 
u the mount O 2eB oz he hadde any ſpeche 
with hitth god that is oure fpues leche 

He faſtyd long and was iy contempfaunce 
A ron he hadde the temple ty gouernaunce 
And che the other preeſtes euerichone 

Into the tempfe WHay they ſholde gone 

To praye foꝛ the people and to do ſeruiſe 
T hep nolde de yuhe iy no maneꝛ wyſe 

No drynhe tjat mygeht them dronhe make 
But there in abſtpnence to pray and Wake 
Ceſt that they depde take hede what J ſap 
But they be ſobre that foꝛ the people pray 
Where that Jſap foꝛ it pnoutth ſuffiſeth 
Oure loꝛde ge ſu as ſſoly wrytte deuyſeth 
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raue vs en ſample of faſtyng and prayers 

Ther foꝛe we mendicauntes we ſely Foxes 

Been Weddpd to pouerte and tocontpnence 

To charyte humbleneſſe and abſtynence 

To peꝛ ſecncion fox euer ritttt wyſneſſe 

To wepyng myſericoꝛde and tockenneſſe 

and ther foꝛe may pe ſe that oure pꝛapers 

ſpehe of vs menditaunt we frezes 

Be to the high god moꝛe e xcepta ble 

Than poures with poure feeſtes at poure table 

ſto paradiſe firſt if Jſhat nat [Fe 

bas may oute cha ſyd foꝛ his gegtony 

undchaſt was may iy paradiſe certapne 

butherhey no Thomas What I (Hate ſapy 
haue no tevt of it as q ſuppoſe 

but ) fynde a maneꝛ thyng of a gloſe 

That ſpecially oure ſwete loꝛde jeſus 

Spahe this 6p freꝛes whan he ſayde thus 

vipſſed be they that poure iy ſpprpte been 

und ſo foꝛth alle the goſpel may ye ſect 

Whethc2 it Ge lykeꝛ to oure pꝛofeſſioun 

Oꝛheyres that ſwymme iy poſſeſſioun 

ſy on theiꝛ pompe and theire gkotony 

Inv of theire lewdnes J them deffpe 

Pe thpnhe they be lyke Jommay 

fat as a whale and Walke kyke a ſway 

A bynolente as a bottek ty the ſpence 

Theire prapez is of ful kytel reuerence 

Whay they foꝛ ſoules ſap the pſal me of dauid 
o but they ſey coꝛ meum eructauit 

ho folo with criſtes goſpet and his fore 

ont we that humble Be chaſte and poure 

dorkers of goddes Wozdes and nat auditoures 
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Therfoze right as ay hauke $poy ſiis cours 
y ſpryntrith in the aper rigijt ſo pꝛapers 
Ofcheritable and chaſte beſp frezes 
Mahyy them ſours to goddes eris two 
Thomas thomas ſo moot (j ryde 02 go 

And bp that fozde that clepyd was ſeynt Jue 
Ne thou our brotſjeꝛ were ſholde ſt thou nat thryue 
Fot iy oure chapitre prape we day and nyght 
Co criſte to ſende the bothe helth and myxght 
Th body foꝛ to welden ful haſtely 

God wote quod he therof no thyng fete 

ds helpe me god as in fee peres 

Haue i ſpended oy many dyuerſe frezes 
ful many a pounde yet fare (Jneuiz the bet 
Certay mp gode haue J al mooſt beſette 
Fare wele mp golde for it is alle ago 

The freꝛe aunſwerde o thomas doſt thou ſo 
What nedith the dyuers frezes foꝛ to ſiche 
what nedith him that hath a parfpte keche 
To ſechen otheꝛ leches in the tony | 
youre inconſtaunce is youre con fuſioun 
Holde pe thay me and eke al oure couent 

To pray foꝛ pou be nat ſufficicient 
Thomas that tape is nat Woztl a myte 
youre małady is foꝛ we haue tokpte 

A peue that couent foure and tWenty grotes 
And pene that couent half a quarteꝛ oteg 
And pene that freꝛe a peny and lete him go 
Nap nap Thomas it may notljpntt be ſo 
what is a ferthyng woꝛth parted oy tweene 
Lo eche thyng that is onyd in them ſelue 

Js moꝛe ſt ronge thay whan it is ſhatred 
Thomas of me thou ſhalt nat be flatred 
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Tfou wol de ſt haue oure laboure al foꝛ noutßt 

The high god that al this woꝛlde hath wrougte 

Sapth that the woꝛk may is woꝛthy his hire 

Thomas of poure treſoure naugijt wot J deſire 

as foꝛ mp ſełf but that af oure touent 

To prey foꝛ pou be ap ſo diłigent 

and foꝛ to holde vᷣp criſtes oWy chirche 

Thomas if pe wol kerne foꝛ to wyꝛche 

Of byldyng vpoy chirches may pe fynde 

| it be gode 11 Thomas lyf of ynde 

pelye he re fuc of angre and of ire 

dich lw iche the deuyk ſet youre herte on fyrt 

Indchpdey here this holp innocent 

poure wif that io here ſo meke and pacient 

Jud the r foꝛe thomas trowe me if thou kyſt 

Ne ſtzpue nat with thy wyf as foꝛ the beſt 

and be re this Woꝛde a wey noW by thy faytß 

Touchyng ſuche thyng to what the wyſe ſayth 

bitity thy houſe ne be thou no lyoun 

To thy ſuBttettes do thou noon oppre ſſioun 

e mahe thpy acquentaunce nat to fie 

Ind toomas pet eft ſones warne tte 

Be ware of heꝛ that in thy Boſom ſie po th 

bare fro the ſerpent that ſo ſcetp crepith 

Pndre the graſſe aud ſtyngith ful ſubtelly 

belbare my ſon ne and herkyy pacientfp 

That twenty thouſand mey haue loſt theirkyues 

Foz ſtryuyng with their femmannps dtheir wyucs 

Lob ſithey ye haue ſo holy a mee Uyf 

hat nedith pou thomas to mahe ſtryf 

Ter nps g wys no ſerpent ſocructle 

ban a may treddith Spoy his tapte ne half ſo fel 

dea woman is Way ſhe hath caught ay pre 
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Yerzp vengeaunce is than al he2 deſire 
Jre is a ſynne one of the grete of ſeuyn 
und ful ab hompnabee to the hyng of heupy 
And to him ſetue it is a diſt ructioun 
T h19 euerp le de vycaꝛ 02 par ſoui 
Ca ſap hob ire engendretij hompcide 
re ty ſoth the e vecutoure is of pryde 
Jcoude of ire ſap rigut moche ſoꝛolbe 
That my tale ſholde taſt tyt᷑ tue mozoWe 
And ther foꝛe pray i god Gotbe dap and nyglit 
That to ay iꝛous may god ſende lytel rittht 
It is grete harm and certis gꝛett pyte 
To ſet ay irous may in high degree 
w Bilom the z was ay irous poteſtate 

as ſapth ſe ne he. that duryntz his aſtate 
Vpoy a day oute ryden hnyghtes two 
und as foꝛtune worde that it was ſo 
hat one of them cam home that othez noutifſt 
anone the hnptht afoze the iuge is brought 
Chat ſayde thus thou haſt thy fefoWe ſlapne 
ſoz whiche q de me the to deth tertay ne 
and toa nothe: hnyght comaunded be 
Golede him to the de th charge the 
und happyd as they went bp the wey 
Towarde ttje place wheze he ſholde dep 
The h nyght cam whiche mey wende had Ge dede 
Tha! thought they it were the beſt rede 
To lede them bothe to the itt agayn 
T hey ſayde koꝛde the knyght is nat ſkapy 
His fea we he ꝛe he ſt ont holt a lpue 
pe ſjal be dede qnod he ſo moot {thrpue 
This is to ſep hothe on two and thre 
and to the firſt knpght right thus ſpahe he 
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Jdampned the thou muſt alga tes be dede 

and thou afſo muſt nedes leſe thpy hede 

ſoꝛ thou art cauſe wp thy felawe dpett 

and to tte thridde hnp<fje rigſt thus he ſeyth 

Thou haſt nat do that q comaunded the 

and thus he dpd do them ſte al thre 

i Rus Cambpſes was eke dronklew 
And ap defptedhin to be a ſhre we 

and ſo befpk a loꝛde of his menpe 

That foupd wele vertuous moꝛalyte 

Hapd on a dap bitWivt hem ſelf rigijt thus 

1:ozde is (oft if he be outttt vicious 

There is many ayepe and manp an ere 

Abaytyng on a loꝛde he wote nat Where 

And dronu neſſe is ehe a foule recoꝛde 

Of any may and namely of a loꝛde 

foꝛ goodes loue drpnhith moꝛe temperatky 

Wpne makitt) a may to leſen Wrechpdfp 

his mynde and ene his fpmmegrnerictone 

The reuerſe ſlalt thou ſe quod he anone 

und preue it bp thyn olbne experience 

That wyne ne doth to folke ſuche offence 5 

Ther is no Wpne bereupth me mp mptti}t 

Of honde of fote ne of mpyepey ſittht 

Ind foꝛ deſpyte fe dranke moche the moꝛe 

dy hundreth part than he dyd bifoꝛe 

and right anone this yrous curſed Wreche 

This hnyghtes ſonne leet Bifozy him fetche 

Comaunded him he ſhol de bifozy him ſtonde 

und ſodenky he toke his bo lwe ty honde 

und dp the ſtryng he pulled to his ere 

ind with ay arowe he ſkough the childe there 

Now whithez haue Ja ſyheꝛ honde 02 none 
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Quod he is at my mytilit and mp mynde agone 
Nath wyne bereupd me myn epey ſittht 
what ſtjokde q teffe the aunſwere of the hnytift 
Bis ſone Was ſleyn ther is no moꝛe to ſap 
Be ware therfoꝛe wit koꝛdes ſoꝛ to pley 
Syngeth placebo and (J ſhalle if i can 
But if it be Bnto a poure mar 
To a poure may men ſlſofde his Vpces telle 
But nat to a fozde though he ſhjolde go to hel 
lO drus Cyrus that iche percien 

Bob diſtroped he the rpue2 of gyſen 
Fo that an hoꝛſe of his was dreynt therin 
whan that he went babikon f oꝛ to Wpnne 
Be made that the rpuez was ſoſmak 
That men mptiht ryde 02 Wade ouir af 
Co what ſapd he that ſo wele teche can 
Ne be no felawe to no a irous may 
Ne with no wode may wache bp the wey 
Ceſt thou repente g wor no fertheꝛ ſep 
Nob thomas leef brotheꝛ eue thyn ire 
Thou ſhalt me fynde as iuſte as a ſquire 
Holde nat the deuylles hnyf ap in thyn herte 
Thy angre doth the af to ſoze ſmert 
But ſije we to me alle thy con fe ſſion 
Nap quod the ſene may by ſeint Symon 
haue be ſhrpue this day of my curate 
haue him totde al hooly mpy eſtate 
t nedith nomoꝛe to ſpeke of it ſapde he 
But if it lyſt of mpy humylite 
peue me than of thy gode to mahe oure cfopſte2 
Sad he foꝛ many a muſkte and many ay oyſteꝛ 
whay otheꝛ mey haue been ful Wefe at eaſe 
Baue been oure food oure cłoyſteꝛ for to reyſe 
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and yet god wote önneth oure fundament 
zrfourmed is ne of oure chirche ful pauement 

rheris nat a tyle within oure wonys 

vy god we owe fyfty pounde foꝛ ſtones 

Now helpe thomas for him that haro ed helle 

Oꝛelees muſt we oure bohes ſelle 

and if mey lache oure pre dicaciouu 

Than goth the woꝛlde al to diſtructiouy 

ſoꝛ who ſo wol fro this woꝛlde Bs bereue 

do god me ſaue thomas by poure leue 

| Be wolde bereue oute of thts Woꝛlde the ſonne 

Cot who can teche and Wozke as We konne 

Ind that is nat of lytet ty me quod he 

But ſithen Bely Was oꝛ hetpſe 

haue frezes Ge that fpnde Jof recoꝛde 

ycharite p thanked be oure loꝛde 

Lob thomas helpe foz ſeynt charite 

und doun a none he ſitt : th on his knee 

This ſehe man We vt nxgu wode for ire 

He wolde that the freze had be a fyre 

bith his falſe diſſpmylaciouh 

Suche thynges as been in mp profeſſiouy 

Quodhe that map Jpene and none other 

pe ſap me thus (ou that q am poure brotheꝛ 

be certis quod the frere truſtith me right Weſe 

tobe oure da me oure lettre and our ſete 

Nolb wele quod he and ſom what ſtalk Jpene 

Pnto youre holy couent White g leue 

und iy thy honde thou ſhalt it hane anone 

Oy this condicioyh andotheꝛ none 

That thou departe it ſo my dere brother 

That euery freꝛe haue aſmoche as other 

This ſqatt thou ſwere oy thy profeſſtioun 
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Witfon te fraude 02 cauilkaciouy 

J ſwere it quod the fre ze Spoy mp feyth 
And therWitt af his honde in his he 
o here mp feytij in me ſhalGe no lache 0 
Than put thy hond adouy right by my Bache 
Sayde this may and grope weke behynde 
Dpnett inp buttohe there ſtjakt thou fynde 
A tijpug that Jhaue hydde in prpupte 

d thoutttt this freꝛe that ſhal go With me 
And douy his honde he launcheth to the ckyft 
(Jy hope fox to fynde there ſom gode peft 
and Whay this ſehe may felt this freꝛe 
Aboute his towet gropyng here and there 
Ampd his honde he let the freze a farte 

Ther is nocapul drawyng iy a carte 

That mygit haue let a farte of ſuche a ſoun 
Che freze vp ſtert as dotl} a wode fpony 

A fals choꝛle quod he foꝛ coches bones 

This haſt thou i de ſpyte do foꝛ the nonys 
Thou ſhalt abpe this fart if tat q map 

Bis menp with that herde ſuche arzap 

Come lepynt in and cha ſed oute the freze 
And fozth he goth with a ful heuy chere 

And fet his feka we there as lay his ſtoꝛe 

He lohed as he were a wyldt Boze 

And grynteth with the tethe ſo was he wrothe 
A ſturdy paas dony to the courte he ttotl 
Where as there woneda may of tfrete honoure 
To Whome that he was al wey con feſſoure 
Tits woꝛthy may was loꝛde of that Vplkatte 
This freꝛe cam as he were in a ratte 

where as this loꝛde ſat etyng at tle boꝛde 
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Ext at the laſt je ſayde god yon ſe 

This toꝛde gay loke and ſayd benedicite 

what freze John what maneꝛ Wozkde is this 

5 ſe wele ſome thpntt ther is a mys 

pe loke as thoutth the wode Were ful of theups 

Syt doun and tel me Wfjae poure greue is 

Ind it ſhal be amended if that q may 

haue quod Je had a deſppte to day 

God yelde it you a douy in youre pylłage 

That in this woilde ther nys ſo poure apage 

That he nolde haue abhomynacioun 

Of that haue reſcepued ty the tou 

Ind yet ne greuyth me nothyng ſo ſoꝛe 

As that the ofde choꝛke with tock s hoꝛe 

Bla ſphe myd ha th oure holy couent che 

Now mapyſteꝛ quod the koꝛde J you beſeke 

No mayſteꝛ ſir quod he But ſeruptoure 

Though J haue had ty ſcole that honoure 

God kyketh nat that raby men vo calle 

Notheꝛ in market ne ty otheꝛ large halle 

No foꝛce quod he but tel me al youre gicef 

Sir quod this freꝛe ay odious myſchief 

This dap Getpdde is to mpy oꝛdre and me 

And ſo per con ſequens in eche dcttre 

Of holy chiꝛc de tlod amend it ſone 

Sir quod the koꝛde we wote What is to done 

Diſtempere you nat ye be my con feſſoure 

re be the ſalt of the erthe and the ſauoure 

fot goddes loue youꝛ pacience noW holde 

Cel me youre greef. and he anonc him tolde 

as pe haue herde bi foꝛy ye Wote Wele What 

The lady of the houſe ay ſtylle ſat 

Cxtł᷑ ie had ſerde wat the freꝛe had ſayde 
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Ey ttoddes modre quod ſhe this hliſſed mapde 
Js ther outttt elles tet me feytl fully 

Ma da me quod he hou thynhe pe therbp 

How that me thpnketth quod ſte ſo god me ſpede 
(5 ſap a choꝛle hath do a ctjozkes dede 

what ſhokde (J ſap god tet him neuiꝛ the 

His ſehe hede is fulle of vanyte 

holde him in a maneꝛ of a fran ſpe 

Mada me quod he by god g ſhat nat fpe 

Lut jt» any wpſe map on him a wrehe 

5 ſhal diffame him ouir alle where H ſpehe 

Chat fals bla ſphemoure Wfjiche that charged me 
To parte it that wol nat departed be 

To euerp p lyhe moche with myſchaunce 
The loꝛde ſat ſty(ce as he were in a traunce 
And in his herte he rollyd Þp and doun 
Hob that this choꝛle hatt} ymagynactoun 
Co ſtewe ſuche a probleme to the freze 
Neuiꝛ erſt oꝛ nobb herde g of ſuche a matere 
trołe the deupk put it in his mynde 
Jy arſmetryhe ſtjaf thez no man fynde 
Bi foꝛe this dap of ſuche a queſtioun 
who ſqͤolde take a demonſtracioun | 
That euery may ſtjode jaue lyhe ſiis parte 
s of a ſouy oz of ſauoure of a farte 

O npce proude choꝛke h ſhre we his face 

Lo ſires quod the loꝛde with harde grace 

who eut2 heꝛde of ſuche a thyng oꝛ now 

To euerp ma: p lyke tet me How 

This is ay impoſſibłe it map nat be 

Ep npce choꝛle godket him neuiꝛ the 

Tbe romblyng of a farte andeuery ſcizy 
Nys hut of the ayeꝛ reuerbezaciouy 


* 0 
2 8 


T6e Sompnoures tale 


ind euir it waſtyth kyte and tyte a wey 
Theꝛ is nomay can deme by mp fey 
f tlat it Were departed equality 
what lo my cfoꝛle to pet how ſijre body 
Vnto m con feſſoure to day he ſpate 
i folde him certayn a demonpacke 
Lob ete poure mete and let ttje cgjoꝛle go pley 
Let him go hang him ſelf a deuyl wey 
Lob ſtode tle tozdes ſqupeꝛ at his boꝛde 
That carued his mete and herde Woꝛde by woꝛde 
Of alke this thyng of whictie g haue pou ſapde 
y loꝛde quod he be pe nat eupt appaped 
ſoz j coude tekfe foꝛ a (foWne crottje 
Topou ſiꝛ freze ſo pe be nat Wrottje 
How that this fart ſholde eupy defpd be 
Among you couent if itkphe ſp thee 
Tef quod the loꝛde and thou ſhaft haue anone 
a gowy cCothe By god and by ſeint gohn 
y loꝛde quod he whan that the le dyꝛ is fapre 
Withoute wynde oz perturbyng of apex 
ket bryng a carte While riftht into this halle 
But ſo that it ſlaue the ſpokes al 
Tbeff ſpokes fjath a carte Wtjefe comonly 
und bryng me than twelue freꝛes woot pe why 
ſox thertene is a couent as I geſſe 
poure con feſſoure Heze foꝛ his Wozthpneſſe 
Shal par fouꝛ me bp the nombre of his couent 
Than ſhaf they h nełe douy by one aſſent 
And to euery ſpobes ende in this manere 
ful ſadky lay his noſe ſhal a freze 
roure nobłe con feſſouꝛ the: god him ſane 
Fal gocde his noſe Sprittit bndre the naue 
Tan ſhal this choꝛte with bely ſtyf and tought 


The Sompnoures tale 


ds any taGoure hydez be p Grouttft 

And ſet him on the whele right of this carte 
P pon the naue and mahe him let a farte 
and ye ſhal ſe pᷣpon perpl of my pf 

Bp preef whiche that is demonſtratyf 
That cqually the ſo unde if it wol wende 

And che the ſt pnhe oute of the ſpohes ende 
Sane that this woꝛthy man youꝛ con fe ſſoure 
VBicauſe he is a may of grete honoure 

haft haue the firſt frupte as rea ſon is 

are noble vſatte of frezes yet is this 

he woꝛthyeſt may of them ſtjak firſt be ſeruyd 
And certaynly he hath it weke deſerupd 

He hath to day tauttht vs ſo moche gode 

with prechyngz ih the pukpet there he ſtode 

Chat j may boucheſanf(J ſap for me 

£5: hadde the firſt ſmielee of fartes thre 

And ſo wolde al his brethern ha rdely 

{3: berith him ſo fapre and ſo holyly 

he loꝛd the lady and eche may ſane the free 
Sayd that Janhyy ſpake in this matere 

116 bote as Ouyd oz prothofome 

a ouchpntt the choꝛles they ſapd ſubtelte 

und high wyt made him ſpcke as he ſpake 

Ne nps no fook ne no demonpahe 

and;janhpy hath y wonne a newe goun 

My tale is dooy we be almoſt at the tony 


Bere endith the Hompnoures take 
And here fololeth the prologue of the 
Clerhe of Dvenfozde 
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E ſbe Clerkes prołogue of O ven foꝛde 


pꝛckerke of O ven foꝛde oure hooſt ſapde 

pe ryde as quoy and ſtyl as dotſ a mapde 
were ne w ſpouſed ſp ttyngz at the boꝛde 
This day ne herde of youre tong a woꝛde 
Jtrol pe ſtudye aboute ſom ſophyme 
nt Sala mon ſayde that af thyng hath tyme 
ſoꝛ goddes ſale as be of gode chere 
t is no tpme no b to ſt udpe here 
Tel vs ſome merp tale by poure fep 
ſoꝛ what may is entred in to a pley 
Ke nedes moot in to the plep aſſent 
Put prechith nat as freꝛes do in lent 
To mahe vs foꝛ oure olde ſpnnes Wepe 
Ne that thy tale make Vs nat to ſtepe 
Tel vs ſom merp thyng of auentures 
poure ter mes poure cotoures and poure figures 
hepe them ty it oꝛe tyl ſo be that pe endyte 
Hitth ſtyle as when mey to hyutzes wryte 
Ipehith ſo playn at this tyme 5 you pray 
Hoot we may vaderſtonde What pe ſap 

his woztthp clerhe benyngnely ann ſwerd 

Oſt quod he am youꝛe perde | 
pe haue as now of vs the fouernaunce ® 
und therfoze q ſhak do pou obepſaunce 
as fer as reaſon aſhith hardelp 
wol pou tek a tale whiche that 3 
kernyd at padowe of a woꝛthy ckerhe 
is preupd is by his wozdes andhjis werke 
He is now dede and nayled in the eſte 
Iprap to god peue his ſoule gode reſt 
Jfraunceps petrgrhe the kaureat poete 
Hitt this ckerke Whoſe rethoꝛyhe ſwete 
Inkumpned al ptapke of poetrxe 
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The Clezhesprofoſfe of Dvenfoade 


s łynyan dyd of phifoſoplpe 
Oꝛka we oꝛ other arte particufere 

But dettj that wol nat ſuffre bs duelle he re 
But as it were the twynkley h of ay eye 
Them bothe ha th ſtayne af ſhat᷑ we dye 
But fozth to tel of this woꝛthjy man 

Chat taught me this tate as) Bega 

ſap that firſt with hig ſtpie he enditeth 
£2 tie the body of his tale Writeth 

A protieinpe in wu iche diſcryueth he 

Pe mounte andof ſaluces the countre 
und ſpehith of apertpy the hikles hye 
Chat been the boundes of Weſt kumbardpe 
And of mount deſelus in ſpecialke 

Wljcre that the po oute of the wel ſmalle 
Tabyng his firſt ſpryngpng andhis ſours 
Chat eſt ward cuir encreſith iy his couro 


To emely warde to Fferꝛeꝛ and Lenpſe a 
/ The whiche a kontz thyng Wee todeupſe 9 
And truly as to my iugement T 
Me thynhitß it a kong impertynent Ar 
Saue that him fłyſt conue ye his mateze an 
But this is tis tale as pe map here 3 


Bert enditß the prologue of the 
Clerhe of Oven foꝛde 
und lere begyn net his tate 


there ie in the weſt ſpde of Itayle 
Dony at the rute of deſulus the colde 

afuſtp pkapy habundannt of vytaple 
dfere many a toun and toure thou mapſt behold 
That founded were ty tyme of faders olde 
Ind many a notheꝛ delytable ſight 
Ind ſaluces this noble countre hight 

I Marhes ſomtyme koꝛd Was of that fonde 
as were his woꝛthy eldres him bifoꝛe 
und obey ſaunt ay redy to his honde 
were alle his lieges bothe la ſſe and moꝛe 
Thus in delyte he kyued and hath doo poze 
Beloued and dradde through fanoure of fortune 
Bothe of his koꝛdes and che of his comune 

Ther with he was to ſpeke o flynage 
Che gentylle ſt y boꝛn of fumbardp 
u fapre pazſon a ſt rong and pontt of age 
und fuk of honoure and of curteſpe 


The Cleꝛkes tale of Dyenfozde 


Diſcrete pnoutth bis countre foz to 
Saue in ſom thynges that he was to blame 
And Waftez was this pong loꝛdes name 

(J Bfame him thus that he con ſidred nat 
Zn tyme comyng what myhlit him betpde 
But on his fuſt preſent Was al his thouttfe 
as foꝛ to hauke and hunte on euerp ſpde 
wele nptth5 alle othe z cu res fete he ſtpde 
And eke he nolde and that was woꝛſt of al 
wedde no wyf foꝛ ought that myght Be falle 

Onkpx that poynte his people bare ſo ſoꝛe 
That floh mele on a dap they to him went 
And one of them that wyſeſt was of foze 
£O2clc-s that the loꝛde wolde beſt aſſent 
Chat he ſholde tel him What his people ment 
© 2efces coude he ſhe we wele ſuche matere 
He to the marques ſayd as pe ſhal here 

D noble marques pouz humanpte 
Aſſureth vs and peuett vs hardpneſſe 
as ofte as tpme is of neceſſite 
That we topou map telle oure heuyneſſe 
Acceptith nolbloꝛd of pour (tentpknes 
That we with pptous hert Lnto pou płeyn 
Ind let pou erys nat mp Bopce diſdepy 

At haue q nat to done ty this matere 
Moꝛe thay a nothez man hatſ in this place 
yet foꝛ a ſmoche as ye my loꝛde ſo dere 
Haue al wey ſheWed me fauouꝛ and grace 
daꝛ the bettre aſhe of pou a ſpace 
Of audience to ſhje we oure requeſt 
And ye my loꝛd to do right as you keſt 
For certis koꝛd ſo wele Bokpheth pou 
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And al poure werke and euir haue doon that we 
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The. Clerkꝛes tale of Oven foꝛde 


gecoude nat oure ſelf deuy ſe fo 

be myght lyue in moꝛe felicite 

Laue one thyng loꝛde if youre Wyl be 

That foꝛ to be a weddyd man you leſt 

Cha Were youꝛe people in ſouerapne hertes reft 
Bowe ye youre tede Bndre the bliſful pok + © 

Of ſoueraynte and nat of ſerupſe 

wbiche that mey cCepith ſpouſapke 02 Wedfoke 

andtbpnkith loꝛde among poure Wpttes Wyſe 

ßob that oure dates paſſe 19 ſondry Wpſe 

#02 though we ſlepe 02 wake rpnne 02 rpde 

gp flye th the tyme it wot nomay abyde 
and though poure (frene pourhe flou re as pet 

ycrepith age as ſtylte as any ſlone 

and deth manaſſtert euerp age and ſmyte 

y eche eſtate foꝛ there eſchapith none 

Ind atſocertapy as we knoWwe echone 

Chat we ſtjaf dye and vncertapy we alle 

Been of the dap Wha» dett) ſhal on bs falle 
Acceptith thay of vs the true entent 

That pet neuiz re fuſeden youre heſte 

Ind we wol koꝛde if pe wol aſſent 

Cheſe you a pf in ſhoꝛt tyme at the feſt 

Boty of the gentykleſt and of the meſt 

Df al ptafie ſo that it ou(th5t ſeme 

Honoure to god and pou as (Jcay deme 
Delyueꝛ vs oute of alle this be ſy drede 

Ind tahe a wyf foꝛ high goddes ſake 

ſoꝛ if ſo be it be falle as god foꝛbede 

That through youꝛe deth youre lyne ſholde ſlahe 

Ind that a ſtrauntte ſucceſſouze ſholde talie 

pouꝛe heritage o Wo Were ds on lyne 

bherfoze we pray pou haſtely to Wpue 
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Q elke Cleꝛkes tate of Ovenfoꝛde 


Nez meke prape2 andbex pytous chert 
Made the ma rque s he rte foz toljaue ppte 
pe wol quod he myn oWne people dere 
Co that neuirerſt thouꝶijt conſt repne me 
me reioſed of my kyberte 
Tbat ſełden tyme is founde iy maziage 
There q was fre (j maſt be in ſeruage 

But natheleſſe g ſe poute true entent 
Und truſte Spoy youre wytte and ſiaue done ap 
wherfoze of my fre wyl g wor aſſent 
To Wedde me as ſone as euir (j map 
But theze as pe haue profezed me to dax 
Tocheſe mea wyf g pou refece 
That choſe J prap pou of that profeꝛ ſece 

Foꝛ god it wote that ctutdrey oft been 
Vnlyue ttetre woꝛthy elders them bi foꝛ⸗ 
Hounte cometh ax of god nat of the ſtreen 
Of whiche they be ge ndred and p boze 
truſte ty goddes bounte and tuerfoꝛe 
My marriage and mpy aſtate and reſt 
him betahe he may do as ſjim kyſte 

Cete me afcone in che ſyng of mp wyf 
That charge vpoy mp bake g wyl endure 
But q you pꝛap andcharge Þpoy pouꝛtyf 
That what wyf g take pe map aſſure 
To woꝛſhippe heꝛ whiles her lyf may dure 
In woꝛde in weꝛke Goth here and euer Wfjeze 
as ſje ay emperouꝛs douttfjtez Were 

And ferthermoꝛe this ſhal pe ſwere that pe 
Aye nſt my choſe ſhal neuiꝛ grutche ne ſtrpue 
Foz ſithen q ſFak foꝛgo mp lyberte 
At youre requeſt as euiꝛ moot ij thryue 
C ubere as my ſee rte io ſette there wol J wyue 
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The Cleꝛhes tale of Open foꝛde 


and but ye wol aſſent iy ſuche manere 
pray pou ſpekitſj nomoꝛe of tis matere 
with herty wyl they ſweryy and aſſentpy 
To alle this thyntz there ſayd nat one Wight nap 
Beſechyng him of (trace 02 that that they wentyn 
That he wolde graunte them a certapy dap 
Of his ſpouſapke as ſone as euirſe map 
ſoꝛ pet ak wey many of the people dredde 
Leſt the marques wolde no Wpf Wedde 
Be tfraunted them a dap ſuche as them teſt 
Oy whiche he wokde be weddyd ſiherkp 
and ſayde he dyd af this at theire requeſt 
and they with humble entent buxomly 
Enelyng vᷣpon theire knees ful reuerently 
him thanked alle and thus they haue ay ende 
Of theire entent and home 1 they wende 
And herupoy he toke his officers 
und comaunded for the feſt foꝛ to puruey 
And to his pryuy hnytihtes amd ſqupers 
Suche charge yaue as he kyſt on them ley 
And they to his comaundment obepe 
Ind eche of them dotf al his diligence 
To do onto that feſt high reuerence 


Prima pars Griſilidis 


n At fer fro that paleys honouiable 
There as this marques ſhope his ma riage 

There ſtode a thoꝛpe of ſight ful dekptable 

y wh iche that poure fokhe of that byllage 

Nadde the ir beſtes and theire herbygage 

Ind of theire la boure toke theire ſuſtenaunce 

afteꝛ that the ertfe pane them llabundaunce 
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The Cferhes tale of Oven foꝛde 


A mont theſe poure folke ther duelled a man 
wh iche was y holde poureſt of them alle 
But high god ſomtyme ſende can 
Bis trace into a lyteł oxes ſtalle 
Ja nycola mey of that throWpe him cał 
A doughteꝛ hadde he fayre ynoug to ſittht 
Und Griſilides this yong mayden hittht 
But for to ſpebe of bertuous beaute 
Than was ſbe one the fapreſt ůndre ſonne 
And ful pouerly y foſt ryd Vp was ſhe 
No kycoꝛous fuſt was througth heꝛ herte p ronne 
Hut ofte2 of the welle thay of the wyne tonne 
Se dranhe and ſhe wolde bertue pfeaſe 
She hne we wele kaboure but none ydle caſe 
But tHoutth this mayde ſo tendre were of age 
yet ih the breeſt of bez birginpte 
There was enckoſed rype and ſadde cozatte 
And in grete renerence ofcharite 
Her old poure fadre foſtryd ſte 
n fe we ſſepe ſpynnyntz on felde ſte kepte 
She wolde nat be ydee tyl ſhe ſlepte 
And wßan ſhe hom warde cam ſte wolde brpnts 
Woꝛtys oꝛ othez herbes tymes ofte 
The wßhiche ſte ſhredde and ſethith foꝛ heꝛ klyuyng 
und made heꝛ bedde ha rde and nothyng ſoft 
und ay ſhe kept fer faders lyf oy loft 
with euerichone obepſaunce and dififtence 
That childe myttht do to the faders reuerence 
Ypon Griſilde this pou re creature 
Ful oft ſithys this marques ſethis eye 
As he rode on huntyng parauenture 
And wßan it befyl that he myght heꝛ aſpye 
he nat with wantoy lohyng of foly 


r oAoQ>Q >. -.- 


Thie Clerhes tale of O ven foꝛde 


his eyen caſt on heꝛ but ty ſad wyſe 

Vpoy heꝛ chehe de wolde him oft auyſe 
CTCommendyng in his hert heꝛ womanhede 

and eke her bertue paſſpng any wight 

Of ſopontt age as wele iy chere as drde 

#02 though the people had no grete inſight 

Jy bertue he con ſidꝛed ful right 

Gez bounte and diſpoſed him that he wolde 

wedde heꝛ only if he euiꝛ Wedde ſholde 
The day of weddyng cam but no wight can 

Tel what maneꝛ woman it ſholde be 

#oz Whiche meruayle wrondred many a may 

and ſayd they Were in prynpte 

ol nat oure loꝛde leue pet his Vanpte 

wol he nat Wedde allas allas the while 

bp wol he thus him ſelue and bs begyle 
But natheles this marques had do make 

Df gemmps ſet in golde and iy aſure 

Broches and rynges foꝛ Griſilides ſake 

And of her ckothyng toke the meſure 

Of a mayde (phe Into heꝛ ſtature 

und eke of her other oꝛna mentes alle 

That bnto ſuche a weddyng ſholde be falle 
The tyme of vndryn oy the ſame day 

approchpd that the weddyng ſholde be 

und al the paleys put was in arzap 

Bothe halle and cha möre eche in his degre 

Houſes of office ſtuffed with grete plente 

There mayſt thou ſe of deynteous bytayle 

That map be fonnde as feꝛ as laſtith ytale 
This ryałte marques richely arzaped 

Loddes and tadies iy hio company 


Toe Clerhes tale of Oven foꝛde 


The whiche that to the feſt were praped 
And of his retenue the Hactefery | 
with many a ſowne of ſondrp melody 
Ynto the vVpffatte of whiche g tolde 
Jn this arzap the right wep haue holde 
Griſilde of this god wote ful innocent 
That for ez ſhapen Was al this arzap 
To fet water at a welke is Went 
und cometij home as ſone as euir ſhe may 
ſor wele ſhe herde ſayd that ile day 
That the marques ſtokde wedde and if ſhe mpttlit 
dhe wolde fayne haue ſepy ſom of that ſight 
Die thought J wol with ottjez mapdeyns ſtond 
That been my fela bes iy oure doꝛe and ſe 
The marques and therfoꝛe wylh fonde 
© 0 do0y at home as ſone as it map be 
The faboure Whiche that longith to me 
And than q map at leyſeꝛ here beholde 
f ſhe this wey Vnto the caſtel holde 
Andas ſte wolde ouiꝛ the ti re ſſholde gone 
The marques cam and gay hez foz to całle 
And ſhe ſat douy heꝛ wateꝛ pot anone 
Be ſide the thre ſholde in ay oves ſt alle 
And douy vpon her knees ſtje (tay to fal 
Und with ſadde countenaunce hneled ſtpk 
yl ſhe hadberde heꝛ ſoueraynes loꝛdes wpk 
This thought ful ma rbes ſpake vnto the mayde 5 
ful ſobirkp and ſayd in this ma nere $25 
Whe re is youre fadre o Griſilides he ſapde 
And ſte with reuerence and humble chere 
Aunſ werde loꝛde he is al redy heꝛe 
And in ſbe goth withouteykengercket 
And to the marques ſhe ſez fadre fet 


The Clerbes tale of O ven foꝛde 


He by the honde than toke this olde man 
and ſayd thus whay he hadde him a ſpde 
Jjanpcuka J netheꝛ map ne can 
he pleſaunce lengeꝛe of my herte hyde 
that thou boucheſauf that ſo betyde 
Thy doughte z wol q take oꝛ that g wende 
is to my Wpf Into her lyues ende 
Thou loueſt me gj Wote it wele certapy 
und art my feyth fut liege may boꝛe 
and al that fphettj meg daz Wele ſayn 
t fpheth the and ſpecially therfoꝛe 
Tel me that poynte that j ſapde bi foꝛe 
und if thou wylt vᷣnto that purpos dra we 
To tahe me foz thy ſonne iy ka we 
This ſodeyn caas this may aſtoned ſo 
That rede he we vt abaſſhyd and al quahyntz 
He ſtode. vn nethe ſapd he woꝛdes mo 
ut onty thus loꝛd quod he my wyllyng 
as youꝛ Wpene agaynſt pour lyhyng 
wol no thyng ye be my loꝛde ſo dere 
Right as you lyſt gouerneth this matere 
pet wol J quod this markes ſoftly 
That in youꝛ chambre g and pou and ſhe 
Haut a coffacion and woteſt thou whp 
foꝛ q wol a ſue if it bez wyl be 
To be my wyf and reule heꝛ after me 
und af this ſhal be do ty thy preſence 
Inyl nat ſpehe oute of thyy audience 
And in the chambre While they were aGonte 
r tretees whiche as ye ſhal afteꝛ here 
The peopfe cam into the Houſe af withoute 
und wondred them in Hou honeſt manere 
und ſo tentefty kept ez fader dere 


The Clerhes tale of Dpenfozde 


But Stterfp griſilde wondre mpttht 
Foz neuiꝛ erſt ne ſale ſhe ſuche a ſight 
No wondre is thoutt) ſhe were ſtoned 
To ſe ſo grete a geſt come in that place 
She neuir was to no ſuche geſtes y Woned 
Jroꝛ whiche ſe fohed with ful pale face 
But ſhoꝛtly foꝛtij this matere foꝛ to chace 
Tbeſe been the woꝛdes that the ma rkes ſayd 
To tijis Lerzp benyngne feyth ful mapde 
Griſilde he ſapde pe ſhal wele Bnderſtond 
t lyheth Bnto youre fadre andVnto me 
That q you wedde and ehe it may ſo ſtonde 
As q ſuppoſe pe wyl that it ſo be 
But thies demaundes aſke y ferſt quod he 
That ſithey it ſhalbe done in haſty wyſe 
Wok pe aſſent 02 elles pou aupſe 
4 ſap thus be pe redp With gode herte 
To al my luſt and that h frely map 
Is me beſt thpnkith though pe laugh 02 ſmert 
und neuiꝛ pe to gruche nyght ne day 
whay g ſap pe that pe ſap nat onys nap 
Nottjez by woꝛde ne by frounyng countenaunte 
S were this and here {Were oure alkiaunce 
Wondrpntt 9poy theſe woꝛdes quahpntt fox drede 
Sbe ſayd loꝛd indigne and vn woꝛthy 
J am to ſuche honoure as pe me bede 
But as pe wol pou: ſelf right ſo wol (J 
And here g ſwere that neut2 wyllyngly 
Jn werke ne thought [5 wol pou di 2 
ſoz to be dede tlouttt me Were koth to dye 
This is pnoutth gri ſilde myn quod he 
And fozth he goth with a ful ſobre cheꝛe 
Pute at the doze and afte cam ſte 
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and to the peopfe he ſapde in this manere 
This is my wyf quod he that ſtondith here 
Honoureth heꝛ andfourth heꝛ q pou pray 
who ſo me loueth ther is no moꝛe to ſap 
and foꝛ that nothyntz of her olde gere 
She ſhokde bryng into his fouſe he badde 
That women ſqolde diſpoykle hez there 
Of whiche theſe ladies were nat ful gladde 
To handetk heꝛ clothes where in ſhe was ckadde 
But natfjefes this mapde bright of he lw 
fro foote to hede they ckothed tjez alle ne w 
Ber leꝛis they hempte that lap vᷣntreſſyd 
nk rudeky and with theire fyngers ſmale 
AcroWne on heꝛ hede they haue y dreſſyd 
Ind ſec heꝛ ful of ouches grete and ſmale 
Of bez arzap what ſhulde i make a tale 
Ynnett the peopke her hne we foꝛ her faprneſſe 
Whay ſte tran ſlatyd was ty ſuche riches 
This markes hathj ſſer ſpouſed With a ryng 
Brought foꝛ the ſame cauſe and thay her ſet 
Ypoy an hoꝛſe ſnoWe white fuk wele amblyng 
Ind to his paleys oz he lengere [et 
with ioyfulle people that heꝛ ledde and mette 
Conuepyed heꝛ and thus the day they ſpende 
jy reuek ep? the ſonne (fay diſcende 
And ſhoꝛtky foztth this tale foꝛ tockace 
ſay that to this newe markeſſeſſe 
Godhath ſuche fauoure ſent of hie grace 
That it ne ſemyd by no lykelenes 
That ſte was 602y and fed in rudeneſſe 
ds in a cote 02 in an oves ſtalle 
But noziſſhed in ay emperours halle 
To euer Wight ſhe woxen is ſo dete 
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And woꝛſhipful tlat fot there ſte was Boꝛe 
And from heꝛ hirthe hne we he yere by pere 
Vnneth trowed they but durſt haue ſwoꝛe 
That to{Janififa of Whiche q ſpake bifoꝛe 
Sbedou(thtez was foꝛ as by coniecture 
Them thought ſhe was a nothez creature 
For though that euir ṽertuous was ſhe 
She was encreſed in ſuche excellence 
Of che wes gode ſet in high bounte 
and ſo diſcrete and faire of eloqnence 
Do be npttne and ſo digne of reuerente 
und coude ſo the peoples hertes en brate 
That cche hez foued that lokꝛed in heꝛ face 

Nit only of ſakuces in the toun 
Publiſſhed was the Bounte of hez name 
Vut che beſpde ty many a regioui 
If one ſapde wele anothez ſapde the ſame 
So ſpredde of heꝛ bounte the fame 
That meh and women bothe pong and ofde 
Goon to ſaluces pᷣpon heꝛ to Behofde 

This walteꝛ kowey nap but ryally 
wedde d hath with foꝛtunat honeſte 
J n goddes peaskpuett ful honeſtky 
At home and out ward grace pnoutth ha dde he 
And foꝛ he ſa we that vndre foe degre 
was honeſt Bertue hyd the people him helde 
u prudent may and that is ſeen ful ſelde 

Nat only griſilde though her wyt 
Conde al thi feet of wpfktpfumblenes 
But ehe Wſay that the caas requpred it 
The comune proufet coude ſhe redreſſe 
There nas di ſcoꝛde rancoꝛ ne heuynes 


G9 af the londe that ſhe coude it apeas 
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1nd wyſely bryng them in reſt and eas 
Thontth heꝛ huſbhonde were abſent oꝛ none 

f gentyl men oꝛ otſſeꝛ of that countre 

were wroth ſhe wolde bryng them at one 

So Wpſe and rype woꝛdes had ſhe 

and in iugement ſo grete equpte 

That ſtje from heuyn ſent was as mey wende 

People to ſaue andeuery wrong to amende 
Nat lontz ty me afteꝛ that this griſikde 

was weded ſhe a doughteꝛ had y Boꝛe 

gt had heꝛ lyueꝛ boꝛe a hnaue childe 

Glade was the marques and the foſhe therfoꝛe 

Foz tloutth a mayde childe cam al bi foꝛe 

She map Vnto a knaue chikde atteyne 

By lykelehode ſithen ſhe nys nat barzepne 


FN vpkicit pars ſecunda 
t ſequituꝛ pars tercia 


t Her fyl as it fallith ofte tyme mo 
whay that this childe had ſoked but a throwe 

This markesty his herte fonttith ſo 
To tempte his Wif her ſadnes tohnoWe 
That he ne myght oute of his hert th role 
This meruaylous deſize his wif to aſſay 
Ndeles god wote he thought her to affrey 

He hadde aſſayed her pnoutth of tyme bi foꝛe 
nd fonde her euir good What nedith it 
Her fo2 to tempte and alwey moꝛe and moze 
Though ſom man pryſe it foꝛ a ſubtet wyt 
But as foꝛ me i ſay ful euyk it ſyt 
To aſſay a wyf whan it is no nede 
And put bez iy aunguyſſhe and in drede 
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ſo Whiche this markes Wrouttft in this manez 
He cam allone a npttlit there as ſhe lap 
With ſterne face and rigſit vgly chere 
And ſapde thus griſilde quod ſe that day 
That q pou tohe fro poute arzape 
And put you in eſtate of hig nobleſſe 
pe haue nat that foꝛgoten asi geſſe 
7 ſap g riſilde the preſent dignyte 
In wh iche g haue put you asi trowe 
Mahtth you nat foꝛget fut foꝛ tobe 
That J you toke ty poure eſtate fuk (oWe 
Fo02 anp Weke pe muſt pouꝛ ſełue hnowe 
Tahe hede of euery wozde What g ſap 
There is no wight that herith but we twey 
ye Wote pou: ſelf hon that pe cam ere 
In tothisfouſe it is nat kong a go 
And though to me pe be both def and dere 
Vnto my gentykles be no thpn(t ſo 
They ſap to them it is grete ſhame and wo 
Fox to be ſulittette and he in ſeruatte 
To the that Bozy art in ſo ſmalle a Bikkatte 
and na meky ſithey thy doughjteꝛ was p boze 
The ſe woꝛdes haue they ſpohey doutfes 
But J deſire as g haue doon bifoꝛe 
To lyue mykyf with them in reſt and peas 
map nat in this caas be rechefrs 
muſt do with thy doughteꝛ foꝛ the beſt 
Nat as wolde but as my people łyſt 
And pet god wote this is fuk fothe to me 
But nathetes withoute pouꝛ wyttyng 
wol nat do but this J Wel quod he 
That pe to ine aſſente as to this thynt 
Sbie we no youre pacience in pouz Woꝛhynt 
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Chat pe me higt and ſwoꝛe in pone byklage 
That dap that made was oure mariage 

w6ay ſtje hadde herde al this ſhe nat ameuyd 
Nether ty woꝛde in chere ne in tountenaunſe 
#02 as it ſemed ſtje was nat aggreuyd 
She ſayth loꝛde al lytſj in pou pleſaunce 
ꝙychilde and g with hartely obeyſaunce 
Been youꝛ 0Wne and ye map ſaue and ſpylle 
youre 0Wne thyng do ye aftez poure wyl 

Ther may be nothyng ſo god my ſoule ſaue 
Cphpntt to you that map diſpleaſe me 
Nei deſtre no thyntt in any Wiſe to haue 
e drede fox toleſe ſaue ontp ye 
This wyl is in myn herte and ap ſhalbe 
Nolength of tyme oꝛ deth may this de face 
Ne turne mp coꝛage to none otheꝛ pface 

Glade was this marques of her aunſweryng 
But pet it ſempd as it Were nat ſo 
at drezp was his chere and his kohyng 
Way that he ſholde oute of the chambre go 
Sone afteꝛ this a furkong wey 02 two 
he pryuely hath tolde al his entent 
Pntoa man and to his wyf him ſent 

A manezofa ſeriaunt was this preup mah 
The whiche that feythfulle he founde had 
ythynges grete and ebe ſuche follie Wel can 
Done evcuſaciouy iy thynges badde 
The loꝛde hneWe Wefe that he him loued and drad 
und Whay this ſeriaunt knee his loꝛdes wp 
hy to the chambre ſtalhed him ful ſtpk 

Madame he ſapde ye muſt foꝛgeue it me 
Though J do thyntt Whiche Jam conſtreyned 
e be ful Wpſe and ful wele hnoWe pe 
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T bat koꝛdes heeſes may nat be fepned 
Thou j do thyng whicle g am conſtreyned 
But men maſt nede vnto the ire luſt obepe 
And ſo wol ꝗ̃ theꝛ is no moꝛe to ſep 

This childe q am comaunded for to tahe 
And ſpahe nomoꝛe Gut oute the childe he hent 
Diſpitouſty and gay a chere to make 
as thoutth he wolde haue ſkapy it oꝛ he went 
Griſilde muſt alle ſuffre and concent 
und as alambe ſiie ſptteth mehe and ſtylke 
nd fete this ernel ſe riaunt do his wpk 

Suſpecious was the fame of this man 
Suſpecte his face ſuſpecte his Wozde alſo 
Suſpecte the tyme in wh iche he this began 
ullas her dougzhteꝛ that ſie koued ſo 
She wende he wolde haue ſlayn it tho 
But neutrthetes ſhe nether wept ne ſitthed 
Confermyd her to that the marques kyhed 

But at the faſt ſpehe thay ſhe began 
und mehelp ſte to the ſeriaunt prayde 
So as he Was a Verzp gentyłman 
That ſte mptbt heꝛ childe hyſſe onps oꝛ he dped 
And in heꝛ barme ſhe the lytet childe fepde 
with ful ſadde face and gan the childe to blyſſe 
And kulled it ano afteꝛ gan it hyſſe 

And thus ſte ſapde iy heꝛ benygne Sopce 
Fare wele my childe ) ſhal the neuir ſe 
But ſithen q haue the marhpd with the cropce 


Of thyfhe fadre bliſſed moot thou be 
That foꝛ Bs dyed $poy the croce of tre 
Thy ſoule lytel childe g him betahe 

ſoz this nynt ſhalt thou dye foꝛ mp ſabe 
h trop that to a nozpce in this caas 
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t had be herde this routfſe for to ſe 

wele myſiht a modre than haue cryed affas 

But natheles ſo ſadde and ſtedefaſt was ſhe 

Chat ſhe endured al aduerſite 

and to tte ſeriaunt mehely ſhe ſapde 

haue here affapy youre kytet pong mapde 
Goth now quod ſhe and do my koꝛdes heeſt 

But one thyng wyl g prap pou of poure grace 

but if my loꝛde foꝛbade you at the leeſt 

burteth this lytel body ih ſom place 

That beeſtes ne foules it to raſe 

Put he to that pu rpos no Wozde Wolde ſap 

But tone the childe and Went dpoy his wey 
This ſeriaunt cam to the loꝛde agayn 

Ind of Griſikides woꝛdes and her chere 

he tolde him poynte bp poynte ſhoꝛt and playn 

and him preſented with his doutthtez dere 

dum what this fozde had re wthe iy his manere 

But nattjefes his purpos held he ſt pe 

Js loꝛdes dooy Wyay they wol haue theire wp 
and bad his ſeriaunt that he pryupſp 

Shulde the chiude ſoft wynde and Wrappe 

with acre the carcumſtaunces tenderfp 

Undcarpitiya coffre oꝛ in a lappe 

But on peyne his hede of foꝛ to ſwappe 

That nomay ſholde knoÞ of this entent 

Ne bhens he cam ne whether that he Went 
But at Boleyyhe to his ſuſtre dere 

That ilhe tyme of paup was counteſſe 

He ſholde it tale and ſhe we her this mate re 

Biſechyng heꝛ to do her beſyneſſe 

Chis childe to foſt re in alle gentykneſſe 

and Whoſe childe that it io he bad her hyde 
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rom euery Þight foꝛ outtht that may betyde 
F The ſe — unt goth and hath ful filled this thing 
But to this marhes noW retourne we 
Foꝛ noW goth he fuk faſt pmagynyng 
If by his wyues chere fe myght ſe 
Oꝛ by her wozde percepue that ſhe 
were chaunged but neuiz coude he fynde 
Put euiꝛ in one lyhe ſadde and hynde 

As gladde as hu möle as beſp in ſeruice 
und ehe in loue as ſhe was Wont to be 
Was ſlje to him and in euerp manez Wpſe 
Ne of heꝛ doughteꝛ nat one woꝛde ſpake ſhe 
Noy accident foz none aduerſite 
was ſepy iy bez ne neni2 heꝛ doughter name 
Ne named ſhe ty erneſt ne ty game 


G vplictt tercia pars 
St incipit parsquarta 


i this eſtate ther paſt by foure peze 
Oꝛſſhe with childe was bat as god Wolde 

t may chylde ſte bare by this waktere 

ful gracious and fapre foꝛ to behjolde 
And Whay that folhe it tohis fadre tolde 
Nat only he but alle his countre merp 
was foꝛ this chylde and god they thanke and hery 

Way it was two pe re olde and fro tlie breeſt 
Departyd fro his noꝛyce Bpoy a dap 
This marques caugit pet a nothe2 lyſt 
To tempte his Wpf pet ofteꝛ if fe may 
Punnedefes was ſte temptyd in aſſap 
But we ddyd men ne cay no meſure 
wlan that they fynde a pacient creature 
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vyf quod this marques ye haue herde oꝛ this 
ꝙy peopke beritt heup ſikerly oure ma riage 
and na mely ſithen my ſonne y boꝛn is 
Nobb it is Wozſe thay euiꝛ in al oure age 
Ce mur mure ſlethj mp hert and my coꝛage 
#02 to myn erys cometh tle voyce ſo ſmert 
That it fuk nyt! diſtroped hath mpy herte 
Now ſay they thus wan walteꝛ is attone 
Chan ſhal the blode of Janycula ſuccede 
and be ou re loꝛde foꝛ other haue we none 
Suche Woꝛdes ſayth my people oute of drede 
befe ought Jof ſuche murmuꝛe take hede 
ſoꝛtertapnly hg drede al ſuche ſentence 
Though they nat pleyn in mpy audience 
Wolde kyue in peaſe if that J myght 
bherfoze q am diſpoſed ful Vtterkp 
bs j his ſuſtre ſezupd by nyttht 
Right ſo q thynke to ſerue him pryuely 
This warne g you that ye nat ſodenfp 
Oute of pouz ſelf foꝛ no wo ſholde out ray 
Be pacient and the rof Jyou pray 
haue quod ſhe ſapd thus and euiꝛ ſſak 
wol nothpntt in no maneꝛ certayn 
But as you lyſt nothyng greuyth me at af 
Though that my doutzhteꝛ and my ſonne be ſlayn 
at pou2 comaundment this is foꝛ to ſapy 
Jbaue hadde no parte of children t Weyn 
Put firſt ſeek nes and after wo and peyn 
ye been ouze korde doth with pouze owne tfjpnit 
Right as pou łyſt aſh ith no rede of me 
WEEK left at home al myclothyng 
Way Icam firſt to pou right ſo quod ſte 
Left 3 my wyk and alfe mp liberte 
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Und toke poure ckothyng Wherfore g you pray 

- Poth youre pfeſaunce gj wol youre łuſt oBep 
und certis if hadde any preſcience 

poua Wpt to hno be oz pe youre łuſt me tolde 

wol de it do withouten netfketfence 

But noW{j wote pou: fuſt and what pe wolde 

Al pouꝛ pfeſaunce ferm and ſtable h holde 

Foz wyſt J that my deth myght do you eaſe 

Right gladly wolde (J dye pou to pleaſe 
Dethj map nat mabe no compariſon 

Vnto pouꝛ loue. and whay this markes ſap 

Che conſtaunte of his wyf he caſt a douy 

His eyen two and wondred that ſhe map 

In pactence ſuffre af this manez ara 

And forth he goth with drezp counfkeannce 

Hut tohisberte it was ful ttrete pleſaunce 
This vgle ſeriaunt in the ſame wpſe 

That heꝛ donttfte2 caught right ſole 

Oꝛ woꝛſe if meycay woꝛſe deupſe 

Bath hent heꝛ ſonne that fur is of beaute 

And euiꝛ in one ſo pacient was ſhe 

That ſhe nochere made ofheupnes 

But hyſt heꝛ ſonne and afte2 gan him bles 
Saue ſhe praped him if that he mpttft 

Her lytel ſonne he wolde in the erthe graue 

His te ndre ly m mes delycate in ſitthte 

Fro foutes and fro beſtes it to ſane 


He went his wey as he nothyng ne rought 
But to Bofopne he it tenderky brought 


This marques wondred euiꝛ kengre the moꝛe 


V poy bez pacience and if that he 
Ne laadde noe ſothly ther bifoꝛe 


But ſFe none other aun ſ were of him myllſt haue 
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That parfytely bez children loued ſhe 
He wolde haue wende that of ſom ſubtekte 
aud of malice and foꝛ cruekke coꝛage 
That ſhe had ſuſtrpd this with ſadde coꝛage 
But wele he hne we that ne vt him ſelf certayn 
Lhe koued her childe beſt in any Wyſe 
But now of women wolde Jaſhe ful fayne 
f theſe aſſapes myght nat ſuffiſe 
what coude a ſturdp huſbonde moꝛe deuyſe 
To preue heꝛ Wpftjode oz hez ſtede faſtneſſe 
and he contynuyng eum ty ſturdyneſſe 
But ther be folhe of ſuche condicioy 
That Whan they haue a certapy purpos tahe 
Chat can nat ſtynt of theire ente ncioun 
They Wyk nat of theite firſt purpos ſlahe 
But right as they Were bounde at a ſtate 
Rig it ſo this marques bath fuliy purpoſcd 
To tempte his wif as he was firſt diſpoſed 
He wayted if by woꝛde oꝛ countenaunce K 
That ſhe to him was chauntted of coꝛage 
But neuir conde he fynde any bartaunce 
She was ay in one herte and i viſatte 
and ay the fertheꝛ that ſhe Was in age 
The moꝛe treWe if it Were poſſible 
$fe was to him in foue and moꝛe penybke 
ſoz Whiche it ſempd thus that of them two 
There was but one wyk foꝛ but as waſltc2 (« (t 
The ſame fuſt was her ple ſaunce afſo 
Und god bethanked af fyl for the beſt 
She ſhe wyd wele foꝛ none Woꝛldky pnreſt 
A bif as of heꝛ ſelue no ting ne ſholde 
yl in effecte but as hei huſbonde wende 
The ſclaundre of walter Woudre wide org de 
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That of cruef herte he fut wychedly 
for be a poure woman weddyd hadde 
Ratij murdred bothe his children pryuely 
Suche murmure was among them comonky 
No Wondre is foz to the peoples ere 
Ther cam no woꝛde but that they muꝛdred were 
ſo whiche there as the people there bifoꝛe 
Bad loued him wele the ſckaundre of his defa me 
Made them that him they hated therfoꝛe 
Co be a murdreꝛ is ay fatefuk name 
But natljefes foꝛ erneſt ne foꝛ game 
Be of his cruek purpos wolde nat ſtynt 
To tempte his wif was alle his entent 
whan that his doutttjtez twelue pere was of afte 
He into the courte of Rome iy ſubtet wyſe 
nfourmed of his wyl ſent his meſſatte 
Comaundyng them ſuche bulles to deuyſe 
as to his cruet purpos map ſuffiſe 
Hob that the pope bad as foꝛ his peoples reſt 
That he ſhulde wedde anotheꝛ wyf if he lyſt 
5 ſap he bad they ſhulde countrefete 
The popes bukfes mahpntt menctouy 
That he att leue his firſt wpf foꝛ to kete 
as Sp the popes oWne diſpenſaciouy 
To ſtynt the ra ncoꝛ and the di ſcencion 
Bet wene his peopke and him thus ſayd the Buſſe 
The whiche they haue publiſſhed at the fulle 
The rude people as no Wondre ne is 
wende ful wele that it had be right ſo 
But Whay the ſe tyoynges cam to ttriſifidis 
de me that the herte of heꝛ was ful wo 
But ſhe ylyke ſad was euir moo 
Diſpoſed was this humble creature 
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The Clerhes tate of O ven foꝛde 


Che aduerſite of foꝛtune al to endure 
Abydyng euir his luſt and his pleſaunce 
To whom that ſhe was peuen herte and al 
as to his very Woꝛldly ſuffiſaunce 
But ſtjozttp if q this ſtoꝛy tet ſtak 
This marques Writey hath in eſpeciaf 
afettre in whiche te ſije with his entent 
and ſecretly to Bokeyne ha th it ſent 
To the erfe of pauy whiche had tho 
weddyd his ſuſtre praped him ſpecially 
To bryng home apey his children two 
Jy honouraöble ſtate af openly 
But one thyng he him praped ůᷣtterly 
That he no wight ttiougth they dyd enquere 
$holde nat tel whoos children that they were 
But ſap the mayde ſhal wedded be 
Vnto the marques of ſaluces anone 
und as this erke was prayed ſo dyd he 
foꝛ at the dap ſet he on his wey is gone 
Toſwarde Saluces and loꝛdes many one 
y riche arzap this mayde foꝛ (o gyde 
Hez yong Grotljez rydyng by his ſyde 
Urraped ful freſſhe in hez manere 
This freſſhe mapde ful of gemmys clere 
heꝛ hrotheꝛ whiche ſeuyn pere Was of age 
Arꝛayed ful freſſhe in his ma nere 
und thus in gret nobleſſe and (fade che re 
Tobbarde ſafuces ſpedyng theiꝛ iournap 
fro day to dap thep ryden in thetz wey 


S vpkicit pars Quarta 
St incipit pars Quinta 
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a Mong al this after the wicked vſage 


Cliv marques is pet aboute to tempte moꝛe 


Che vðttereſt preef of hez coꝛage 

Jjintfp tohane evperiente and toꝛe 

If ſhe were as ſtr ocfaſt as bifoze 

He on a day in opeh audience 

jtul boiſtouſty haty ſayd here this ſentence 


Cectis griſilde g hadde pnontth of pleſauncee 
To haue pou to my pf foz poure godeneſſe 


us foꝛ pour troutije and pouze obepſaunce» 
Hat foꝛ youre lygnage ne foꝛ poure richeſſe 
Vut now hnobe ih Werzp ſothfaſtnes 
That in grete loꝛſoippe if 3 wykauyſe 
Cher is grete ſerintnde in ſondre Wpſe 

my nat 00 as euer plowmah map 
Mp pcopti conjirepneth me foꝛ to take 
A n04jrz wpf andcrp dap by dap 
und bee the pope rancoꝛ foz to ſtake 
Toncantich ir chat daz Jöndretahe 
And crutp this noche g wol you ſap 
Mp n: ws wy is comyntz by the Way 

be ſtrong oſherte and Vopde anone her 
And that dowez that pe brought vnto me 
Tahith it ape ye ut poutene of my grace 
Re tourneth to you faders houſe quod be 
No may map haue aeWep proſperite 
with euyy herte q rede you to endure 
The ſtroke of foꝛtune oꝛ of auenture 

And ſhe agayn aunſbered iy pactence 
My loꝛde quod ſhe J Wote and wyſte al wey 
Hob that bet wene poure magnificence 
und my pouerte. no wight can ne may 
Make any compariſoy, it is no nap 


place 
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The Clerhes tale of Oven foꝛde 


Ine helde me neuir dittne in no manere 
Co be youre wyf ne be pouze chambereꝛ 
And in this houſe there pe me lady made 
The higtj god take jj foꝛ Wptnes 
and al ſo wyſely he mp ſoule glade 
neui helde me lady ne mapſtres 
Hut humble ſeruaunt to pour woꝛthynes 
And euir ſhal while that my lyf my dure 
aboue euery Woꝛldly creature 

That ye haue ſokong of youre henygnyte 
Holde me in high honoure and nobfep 
Where as j was nat Wozttjp foꝛ to be 
That thanke gj god and pou to whom J prep 
ſoꝛyelde it pou ther is nomoꝛe to ſay 
Vnto mp fader gladky wold J wende 
Ind with him duelle to inp fpues ende 

There J was foſtrpd of a childe ful ſmalle 
Tyl be dede my lyf there wol J lede 
q bydowe clene in body herte and alle 
ſoꝛ ſithen q yaue to you my maydenhede 
Jam you true Wpf it is no drede 
God ſhelde ſuche a loꝛdes wyf to take 
I notheꝛ may to huſbonde oꝛ to mahe 

And of youre newe Wpf god of his grace 
So graunte you bele and proſperite 
ſoꝛ q wol geadly yelde bez my place 
y Whiche J was bliſful wont to be 
ſoz ſithen it kphett) you my loꝛde quod ſhe 
That ſomtyme were al my hertes reſt 
That Iſhał tto wyk go whan ye lyſt 

But there as ye me profre ſuche doWap? 
03 ſ firſt brought it is wele in mp mpnde 
ere mp wreckidc>othes nothyng fayꝛe 
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The Ceres tale of Open foꝛde 


The whiche to me were harde to fynde 
O gode god how gentyl and how hynde 
pe ſemyd by pouz ſpeche and poure piſage 
Che day that made was oure mariage 
But ſoth is ſapde al wey g fynde it trewe 
Foꝛ ty effecte p preuyd it is 09 me 
Coue is nat olde as hay it is ne we 
But certis loꝛde foꝛ none aduerſite 
To dye in this caas it ſtjak nat be 
Chat euir ty woꝛde iy werke n ſhalle repente 
That q you peue my herte ty hoofe entent 
My fozde ye wote that iy my faders peace 
ye dpd me ſtrppe oute of mp poure wede 
Und richeky pe me cladde of poure grace 
To you brought 5 nonttht ckces but of drede 
Dut fepth nakidneſſe and mp mapdenhede 
und here agayn myckothyng g reſtoꝛe 
And ehe mp weddyng rynge foz euirmoze 
. Theremenaunt of youre ie welles redy they be 
within youre chambre ; dat it ſauſkp ſepy 
Nahed oute of my faders houſe quode ſte 
cam and nahed muſt g turne agayn 
af youre pleſaunce fololbe wolde {J fepne 
But yet J hope it Be nat pou entent 
That q ſmohtles oute of youre pakeys went 
pe coude nat do ſo diſhoneſt a thyng 
That thile wombe ty whiche youre children kay 
S holde bifoꝛe the people ty mp waſh yntz 
Be ſeen al bare wherfoꝛe q you pray 
Let me nat lyhe a woꝛme go hy the way 
Reme mb re pou myh owne fo2de ſo dere 
g was youre wyf though g bn worthywere 
ile rfoꝛe iy guerdon of my madaynhede 


The Clerkes tale of Oven foꝛde 


whiche that J Brought and nat agayn bere 
ns bouche ſauf asgyue me to mp mede 
But ſuche a ſmoke as) was wont to were 
That tjerwith may Wrpe the wombe of here 
That was pouz wyf and here g take my leue 
Of pou mpy obbne loꝛde leſt q pou greue 

The ſmoke quod he that thou haſt Bpoy thy Bake 
Let it be ſt ylle and bere it foꝛth dith the 
But wel vnneth that worde he ſpake 
But wente his Wep foz routhe and pyte 
Difoꝛe the follꝛe her ſelf ſtriped hath ſe 
and iy her ſmoke with fote and here alle bare 
Tolvarde her faders houſe is ſhe fare 

The fofhe heꝛ fololbyng Weppntt in heꝛ wey 
Ind foꝛtune euiꝛ they curſed as they gone 
But ſhe fro wepyng kept hez epeydrye 
Ne in this tyme Woꝛde ſpake ſhe none 
Ber fader that thiſe tydynges herde anone 
Curſed the day and the ty me that nature . 
Shope him to be alyues creature 

ſo2 oute of doute thisolde poure man 
was euiꝛ ſuſpecte of heꝛ mariage 
ſoꝛ euit he demyd ſithen it began 
That Whay the loꝛde had ful fille dis coꝛage 
he wolde thynke it were a diſperage 
To his eſtate ſo ſolve foꝛ to light 
And vopdey heꝛ as ſone as euiꝛ be mpttht 

Ayenſt his doughteꝛ haſtely goth he 
ſo he by nopſe of folke kent We bez comyng 
And with bez olde cote as it mygot be 
he heueryd heꝛ ful ſoꝛoufully wepyng 
But on her ody mpttht he it nat brypntt 
ſoꝛ rude was the clothe and ſte moꝛe of age 
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Tie Clerhes tale of Oven foꝛde 


By daies fele thay was her ma riage 
Than with her fadre foꝛ a certapy ſpace 
Duellpd this floure of wyfly pacience 
That neuiꝛ bp heꝛ Woꝛde ne by hez face 
Bifozy the fothe ne i» ez abſence 
Ne ſtewpd ſbe that heꝛ was done offence 
e of yer higtz eſtate no remembraunce 
1# 5c 1140de ſhe as by any manez countenance 
do wondre was foz in her grete eſtate 
{>< gooſt was euir in plepy humplite 
(10 tendre mouthe ne herte delicate 
o pompe ne ſemBbkaunce of riafte 
Vut ful of paciente benygnyte 
[Diſcrete and prpdefeſſe and ay honourabke 
und ay to her huſbonde mehe and ſtabte 
Men ſpehe of Job and mooſt foꝛ his humblente ſſe 
As cterhes Whay them lyſt can wele endite 
Namily of meh but iy ſothfaſtnes 
Though derhes pryſe Women but a kyte 
Ther can no may in humblenes them acqupte 
As women cay ne can be half ſo true 
wh As women been but it be fakce of newe 
* Sypkicit Quinta pars 
6; t incipit pars Hevta 


Ro Bofopne is this erfe of paup come 
Of whiche the fame ſpronge bothe (es a moꝛe 
And in the peoples eris alle and ſome 
was tolde holb that he a newe markeſeſſe 
With him Grouttht in ſuche pompe and riches 
Thot neuiꝛ was ther ſeey with mannys ty 
So noble arzape ty al Weſt fumbardp | 
The marques Whiche that ſhope and knewe af this 


| | 
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The Cferhes tate of O venfoꝛde 


Oꝛthat this erle was come ſent his meſſatte 
#02 that ſely poure creature gryſilidis 
and ſhe with humble herte and glade Byſatte 
Nat with no ſweſkpn(t thouttht in heꝛ coꝛatze 
Cam at his heeſt and on her hneesher ſette 
and reuerentky and wyſely ſhe him gret 
Gryſilde quod he mp wyl is ful vᷣtterlp 
This mapdey that weddyd ſhatbe to me 
Recepued be to moꝛobbe al ſo ryallxõ 
s it is poſſibłe in myn Houſe to be 
and ehe that enerp wight iy his degre 
Baue his eſtate ty ſyttyng and in ſeruiſe 
and high ple ſaunce as pe can beſt deupſe 
haue no woman ſuffiſaunt certapy 
The cha mbres foꝛ to arzape ty oꝛdeuaunce 
after my Cyſt and therfoꝛe Wolde J fapy 
That thyn Were al ſuche manere of gouernaunte 
Thou hnoWeſt eke of olde al my ple ſaunce 
Though thyn arzape be badde and euyl beſey 
Do thy deuou re yet at the (eſt Wey 
Mt ont loꝛde that Jam glade quod ſhe 
To do youre [uſt but {deſire al ſo 
pou firſt to pleaſe and ſerue ty my dettre 
withoute fapntyntt and ſhake eutr mo 
e neuir foꝛ no wele ne foꝛ no wo 
Le ſhal the gooſt within my herte ſtynt 
Cofoue you beſt with afce mytrueentent 
And with that wozde ſhe gan the houſe to digßt 
und tables fe2 to ſette and beddes foꝛ to nahe 
ind pepned bez to do alle that ſhe myght 
Prayng the chambereꝛs for ttoddes ſake 
To haſte them and faſt ſwepe and flake 
und ſhe the mooſt ſeruyſable of alle 


The Clerhes tale of Oven foꝛde 


Bath euery chambre arꝛayed and his halle 
aGoute the Sndrpy this erfe to gan light 
That with him Brought theſe noble children twep 
Foꝛ whiche the people ray to ſe that ſittht 
Of their arꝛaye richely they Were be ſeye 
And thay at erſt among them they ſep 
That walteꝛ was no foole thoutth that him feſt 
Tochaunge his wyf for it was for the beſt 
For ſhe is fayreꝛ as thep de me alle 
Thay is griſilde and moꝛe tendre of age 
And fapyrer fruy te bitwene them ſhal fal 
And moꝛe pleſaunt for heꝛ high kygnage 
Her brother che ſo fapre Was of Vpſatte 
That them to ſe the people hath caught ple ſaunce 
Comendpnttnol the marques gouernaunce 
O ſtoꝛmy people cuir on ſadde and öntrue 
Ay vndiſcrete andchaungyng as a Vane 
Delityngt euiꝛ ty romble that is new 
frortphe the mone ap wav ye and Wane 
Ay ful of ckappyntt dere pnoutth a Jane 
yon ꝛe dome is fals youre conſtaunce eupf preupt6 
ꝗ ful grete foule is he that on you feupth 
Thus ſayd ſad foſhe ty that cite 
Whay that the people ga ryd bp and doun 
Foꝛ thjey were (fade rittht foꝛ the nouelte 
To haue a newe lady of their toun 
No moze of this now make J mencioun 
But to ttriſilde attapy ] wyl me dreſſe 
And tel heꝛ conſtaunce and bez beſpneſſe 
ful beſp was griſilde in eue ry thyng 
That to the feſt was tho appertynent 
Rigg naugßt was ſie abaſſied of her ckothyng 
Thoutth it were rude aud ſomdele che to rent 
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But with glade chere to the gate is went 
with otheꝛ folke to grete the marhe ſeſſe 
and after that doth her Geſpneſſe 

with right gla de chere ſhe his geſtes recepued 
and ſo connyngly eche in his dettre 
That no defaute no may percepued 
But ay they Wondred what ſhe mpttbt be 
That in ſo poure arzap Was foꝛ to ſe 
and coude ſuche honoure and reucrence 
und woꝛthely they pryſen bez prudence 

49 alle this meane while ſhe ne ſtynte 
This mayde and ene her bzothez to comende 
with alte heꝛ hert ty ful benygneentent 
Do bele that no may coude heꝛ prpce amende 
but at the kaſt W han that koꝛdes wende 
To ſitte douy to mete he gan to calle 
Griſilde as ſhe was beſp in the halle 

Gaeiſilde quod he as it were iy his pley 
hob kpheth the my wyf and bez beaute 
Ritt)t wele quod ſhe my loꝛde foꝛ in gode fey 
a faprez ſawe g neuir none thay is ſhe 
pray to god yeue heꝛ gode proſperite 
und ſo hope g he wot to yon ſende 
Pieſaunce ynough to youꝛ kyucs ende 

O thing J beche pou and warne akſo 
That ye nat prpche With no tourmeutyng 
Chis tendre mayde as ye haue doo moo 
ſor ſhe ie foſt red in heꝛ noꝛiſſhing 
Poꝛe tenderfp and to my ſuppoſyng 
Obe toude nat aduerſite wete endure 
de conde a poure foſtredertature 

and whan this walter ſa we her pacience 
Arg. ade chere and no malice at edle 
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And be ſo ofte hadde do to le2 offence 
and ſhe ap conſtant and ſadde as a wal 
Contynuyng euiꝛ her innocence ouir alte 
This ſturdy marques gay his hrt dreſſe 
To re we vᷣpoy her wifly ſtedefaſtnes 
This is ynougij griſude myn quod he 
Le noW no moze agaſt ne euyt᷑ appaped 
haue thy fepth and thy benygnite 
as Wefe as euir Womay Was aſſaped 
n grete eſtate oꝛ pouerłp arzaped 
ob hnobbe g dere wpf thp ſtedfaſtnes 
And heꝛ ty armes toke and gay her hyſſe 
And ſte foꝛ wondre toke of it no hepe 
She herde nat What thyng he to her ſapde 
Dhe ferde as ſte had ſtert oute of hez ſtepe 
Eye ſve oute of her maſidnes abreped 
rtſilde quod he hy god that foꝛ vs deyed 
Chou arte mp Wpf ne none other haue 
Ne neuir had. ſo god my ſoule ſaue 
This is thy doughteꝛ wiiche thou haſt ſuppoſed 
To be my wyf that other feith fully 
DShal be mpyhetre as haue purpoſed 
Chou bare him ty thy body truly 
At Boleyne haue q hept them pryuely 
Take them ayen foꝛ now mayſt thon nat ſap 
That thou haſt loꝛy none of thychildrey twey 
And folke that other wyſe haue ſapde by me 
warne them wele that Jhaue doon this dede 
Foꝛ no malice ne foꝛ nocruekte 
But for to aſſay in the thy womanhe de 
And nat to ſie mp children god foꝛbede = 
But foꝛ to hepe them pryuely and ſtylle | 
Tyl jj thy purposkneWe and thy wylle 
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whan ſhe this herde in ſwonynt doun ſhe fallith 
Cor pytous ioye and afteꝛ her ſwounpng 
Fhe to bothe her yong children calkit6 
and in heꝛ armes ful tenderfp wepyng 
Senbraced them and tenderky hpſſpntt 
ful lyke a modre With heꝛ ſalt teris 
She badith Bothe theire diſage and bez he res 
O whiche a pytous thyng it was to ſe 
Bez ſwounyngz and heꝛ pptous Vopce to here 
Graunt mercp loꝛd god thanke you quod ſhe 
That pe aue ſaued me my children dere 
Nolb reche q neuiꝛ to be dede euyy here 
dithen J ſtonde in youꝛ loue and iy poure grace 
Nodoute of deth ne whay my ſpirite pace 
O te ndre o dere o pontt childꝛen mpne 
roure woful modre wende ful ſtede FA ſilp 
That crueł houndes 02 ſom foule Wermpy 
had etyn pon but god of his mercy 
and youꝛ benygne fadre ſo tenderfp 
hath doon pou hepe and in that ſame ſtounde 
at ſodenly ſte ſwapt doun to grounde 
und in heꝛ ſwoune ſo ſadly t)otbith ſhe 
Heꝛ children two Whay ſhe gan them tunbrace 
That with grete ſlight and grete difficukte 
The children from heꝛ aꝛ me gan they arace 
Y manpa teze cy many a pptous face 
Doun ran of them that ſtode there beſpde 
Pnnet6 aGonte heꝛ mpttht they abyde 
Waftez heꝛ gladith and heꝛ ſo2oWe ſkahith 
dhe ryſeth bp and abaſſheth from her traunce 
and eue ry wight bez ioye and feſt makith 
| Cpfſhehath caught attapy bez countenaunce 
vaſtez doth hez ſo feythfulle pleſaunce 
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The Clerhes tale of Dyenfozde 


That it was deynte foz to ſe the chere 

Bit wene them two now thep be mette in fere 
Thiſe ladies hay they theire tpme ſap 

Raue taheyheꝛ and in tochambre anone 

And ſtriped heꝛ oute of her rude arzap 

And iy a cłotije of golde that britttjt ſtone 

With a crowue of man a riche ſtone 

Ypoy heꝛ hede. they in to the halle heꝛ brougiit 

And there ſhe was honoured as tjez outttic 
Thus bath this pytous dap a błiſfuł ende 

02 euerp may and woman dott) his myglit 

Chis dap iy myrthe and reuil to ſpende 

Cy on the welhyn ſtone the ſterrpolighe 

j'02 moꝛe ſokempne iy euery mannps ſittht 

This feſte was and of grete coſtatte 

Thay was the reuef of thetre ma riage 
ful many a pere in high proſperite 

Cpuey theſe two in concoꝛde and in reſt 

{1nd richely his doughjtez ma ried he 

Putoa loꝛde one of the woꝛthieſt 

Of al qtayle and thay ty peaſe and reſt 

His Wpues fadre in his courte he hepith 

Tyl the ſoule oute of the body crepitth 
Bis ſonne ſuccedith ty his heritage 

Jy reſt and pees afte2 his faders dap 

And foꝛtunate was ehe ty mariage 

Al put he nat his wyf in grete aſſay 

This Wozſde is nat ſo ſtrong it is no nay 

Us it hathj been in olde tymes yoꝛe 

und herknyth what this autouꝛe ſayth therfoꝛe 
This ſtoꝛy is ſayd nat foꝛ that wyues ſholde 

Fołolbe Griſilde as in hig j hu mylite 

ſoz it weꝛe impoꝛtable though they wold 
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The Clerhes tate of Dyenfozde 


But fo that enerp Wittht in his deffre 
Ihulde be conſtante in alle aduerſite 
as was gri ſiłde wherfoze petraꝛk Writeth 
T6is ſtozp whiche with high ſtpke he endityth 
foꝛ ſithey a woman was ſo pacient 
Vnto a moꝛtał may wele moze We outtfſt 
Recepue al in gode that god vs ſent 
#01 grete ſuplle is. he preue that he Wrought 
But he ne temptith no may that he Goutgtht 
is ſapth ſeint game if pe lis epiſtel rede 
ße preuyth fol ke but a day it is no nede 
and ſuffretꝗ ds as foꝛ oure exeꝛciſe 
bith ſharpe ſcoꝛges and aduerſite 
8 to be bete in ſondry Wiſe 
| Natfoz to hnobbe oure Wylke but certis he 
Oꝛ we were Boꝛn huc we al oure freelte 
and foꝛ oure Geſt is alle his gouernaunce 
Lete bo lyue than in Sertuous ſuffraunce 
But one Woꝛde he rh neth loꝛdynges oꝛ J go 
t were fulharde to fynde now a dapes 
Griſilides in al a countre tre oꝛ two 
#02if they were put to ſuche aſſapes 
Che golde of them hat ſo badde alayes 
bith bras, foꝛ tfoutth it be fapre at eye 
| wolde ratheꝛ Griſt a two than plye 
ſoz whiche here foꝛ the wyues loue of Bathe 
boos lyf and ſecte myttity god maynte ne 
yhigg mayſtrye oꝛ elles were if ſcathe 
wyl with kuſty hert freſſhe and grene 
Sap pou a ſong to gla de you wene 
Ind ket vs ſtynt of erneſt mate te 
herkneth my ſontte that ſayth in this ma nere 
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The Clerhes tale of Dvenfozde 


Lennope de Chauceꝛ a les 
marietz te nr temps 
Riſilde is dede and ehe hez pactence 
And bothe at ones buried in gtayle 
Foz wohiche I crye in opey audience 
No wedded may ſo haꝛdy be to aſſayle 
Bis wifes pacience ty truſte to fynde 
ryſilides. for certayyhe ſhal fayle 
O noble wyues ful of high prudence 
Cet nat humplite poure tunges naple 
Ne let nockerhe haue cauſe of diligence 
To Wrpte of pou a ſtoꝛy of grete meruayłe 
As of griſilde pactent and hpnde 
© ſt chenache pou ſwalob in her entrayke 
frolobeth ecco that holdith no ſikence 
But cuir aunſweryng at the coy:1tertapfe 
Be nat a daffpd foꝛ youꝛ innocence 
Hut ſharply take on pou the goueꝛnayle 
nprentith Wele that leſſon in poure mynde 
02 comune proufet ſeyth it map anapke 
pe archewpues ſtondeth at defence 
Sithen pe be ſtrong as is a gtrete camayle 
Ne ſuffre nat that men do you offence 
But ſt(endre wyues as fee in batayle 
Beth egre as a tigre is feꝛ in ꝓnde 
ay clappyngas a mykle gj you counſepke 
Ne dredith them nat do them no reuerence 
ſox though thy huſbonde armpd be in mayle 
Thy arobbes of thycrabbyd efoquence 
Shal perſe his öreeſt and ebe his auentayle 
In ielouſye q rede eke that thou him blynde 
and ſhaft mae hin couche as a quayfe 
If thou be fapre there folke been ty preſence 


The Nonnes profottue. 


She we thou thy diſage and thpy apparapfe 
f thou be foule be fre of thy diſpence 

Co gete tte frendes ap do thy trauayle 

Be ay of chere aslight as lee f oy lynde 

And fete him care wepe wrynge and wapke 


Gere endith the tale of the clerhe of O venfoꝛde 
Derba hoſpitis 
t His woꝛthy clerke Whay endpv was his tale 
Dure hooſt ſapde and ſwoꝛe by coches bones 
Me were (puez thay a barelte of ale 
My wyf at home herde this legende onys 
This is a gentpł tale foꝛ the nonys 
ds to mp purpos Wpſt pe mp Wplke 
But thyng that Wylie nat be let it be ſtyfle 
Here endith the Wozdes of the hooſt 
Here begynnneth the Nonnps prologue 
t He mpniſtre and nozi{ſypntt vnto dyces 
Whiche that mey cle pe in englyſſhe ydelnes 
Whiche that is poꝛter of the pate of delices 
To eſche weh and by their contrazy them oppreſſe 
That is to ſap bp le fut beſynes 
wele ought we to done alte onreentent 
Leſt that the feende With pdefneſſe vs bent 
Foꝛhe with his thouſand codes ſlye 
Contynually vs wayeth to be clappe 
Whan he may may in ydel neſſe a ſpye 
He cay ſolightly catche him in his trappe 
Cyl that a maybe hent right bp the fappe 
He nys nat ware the fende hath him in honde 
wele ought bo werbe and ydekneſſe withſtonde 
And though men drede nein foꝛ to dye 
pet ſe men wele 6p reaſon doutfes 


The Nonnes prologue 


That pdefneſſe is open ſlogardy 
Of wo iche ther compttj neuir no godte encreſſe 
And ſe that ſlough her holdith in a fees 
Only foz to ſłepe and ete and drynke 
And to deuoure af that otheꝛ ſwynhe 
And foꝛ to put bs from ſuche ydelnes 
Tat cauſe is of grete con fuſioun 
haue here doon mp feyth ful be ſyneſſe 
after the legende and tran ſlacioun 
Right ſo thy gloꝛious lyf and paſſioun 
Chou with typ garlonde Wrougtjt of roſe of lyke 
The mene J mapde and martpz ſcint Cecifp 
und thou that floure arte of virttpnes alle 
Of whome that Bernarde kuſt ſo wele to wryte 
To the at mp firſt begynnyng q caffe 
Chou comfoꝛte of Bs Wreches do me endite 
Thy maydens deth that way through bez merite 
The eternalle (pf and of the fecnd bictoꝛy 
as meh map afteꝛ rede in her ſtoꝛy 
Thou mapde and modre douttttez of thy ſonne 
Thou Welle of me rcy ſynful ſoules tocure 
n whom that god of bounte chaas foꝛ to wonne 
Thou humble and high ouiꝛ euery creature 
Chou nobleſt ſo ferfoꝛth outr nature 
Chat no diſdepne thy maheꝛ hadde of hynde 
Nis ſonne in blode and fleſſhe to clothe and wynde 
whiche in the cloyſteꝛ of thy bliſful ſides 
Toke mannes ſhappe the eterne loue and peas 
That of thy tryne com pas loꝛde and gyde is 
whom heuyn and erthe and ſee withouten fees 
Ap heren and thou dirtzyn wembe kes 
Bare of thy body and duelleſt mayde pure 
The creatouꝛe of eue ry creature 
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aſſe mbiyd is the magnificence 
with mercy gade neſſe and with ppte 
Chat thou that arte the ſouy of excellence 
Nat only helpeſt them that prapett the 
But often tyme of thy benignyte 
ful fretp 02 that may ttpy helpe ſeche 
Thon goſt bi foꝛe and art ouze ſoules leche 
Now helpe thou bliſful and mehe fayre mapde 
che flemyd Wretche in this de ſerte of galke | 
Thpnke oy the Woman of Canane that ſapde 
That whelpes ete ſome of the the cromes ſmalle 
Chat from theire loꝛdes table been y falle 
und though that Jon worthy ſonne of eue 
Be ſynful pet accepte my beleue 
And foꝛ that feyth is dede withoute werbes 
Zo foꝛ to werke peue me Wptte and ſpace 
That ij be quptte from thens there mooſt derbe is 
O thou that art ſo fapre and fut of grace 
Be myn aduocate ty that high place 
There as withouten ende is ſunge oſanne 
Thou criſtes modre douttltez dere of anne 
Ind of thy light mp ſoule in pryſoylight 
That troubled is by the cogitacioun 
Of my body and al ſo by the Wight 
Oferthey luſt and falſe affectioun 
O hauyn of the refute o ſaluacioun 
Of them that been in ſorolbe and diſtreſſe 
Nobb helpe foꝛ to my Wozke g wol me dreſſe 
yet q pray you that rede that J write 
foꝛyeue me that I do no dilitzence 
This iche ſtoꝛy be ſely to endite 
ſo hothe haue g the woꝛdes and the ſentence 
Of hin that at the ſeyntes reuerence 


fen 


The Nonnes profoftite 


The ſtoꝛy Wrote and fofkoWed her lettende 
And pray pou tljat pe pfkmp werke amende 
Firſt wolde g pou the name of ſeint cecily 
Evpoune as meh map in her ſtoꝛp ſe 
It is to ſay in engliſſhe heuynnes lple 
Foꝛ pure chaſt nes of dirginpte 
£D foꝛ ſtje whitnes had of honeſte 
And grene of conſcience and of good fame 
The ſ wete ſauoure lyly was heꝛ name 
Oꝛ cecily is to ſap the Wep to blynde 
ſoz ſhe enſample was by good techyng 
Oꝛelles cecily asg Write fpnde 
astopned by a maneꝛ conyng 
Ofbeuyy andlpa iy her in figuryng 
The heuyn is ſet foꝛ though oſholynes 
andtya for heꝛlaſtyng beſpneſſe 
Cecifpmapehe be ſayd in this manere 
Wantyng of blyndeneſſe fox her grete kight 
Of ſapience and for her the lwys clere 
Oꝛ elles lo this maydens name bright 
© fleupy and leos compth of whiche by right 
Men myght bez wele the henyn of people calle 
Onſample of gode and wyſe werkes alle 
foꝛ leos people in engłiſſhe is foꝛ to ſap 
And right as mey map in the heuyn ſe 
The ſonne and mone the ſterzes euery wey 
Rittht ſo men gooſtly ty this mayden - | 
Sa wyng of feyth the grete magnamynite 
And che the ckerenes ſul of ſapience 
And ſondrp werkes bright of e vcellence 
And right ſo as theſe phikoſophers weyte 
That heuyn is ſwyft and rounde and eke Brennpntz 
Right ſo was fapre cecily the whyte 


The Nonnes Tale 


ful ſwyft and iy euery gode woꝛhyng 
and rounde and hole ty gode perſeueryng 
and brennyng euiꝛ incharite ful Frigßt 
Now haue declared pou What ſhe hight 


Here endith the Nonnes prologue 
And begynneth hez tate 


His mapdey Grifg5t Cecily as her ſegend ſaytß 
was comeg of Romapnes and of noble hynde 

And from heꝛ cradyl pp foſt ryd in the feyth 

Ofcriſt and bare his ttoſpef iy hez mynde 

Ihe neuir ſeced as J wrptey fynde 

Oftjez prayer and god tokoue and dri de 

Beſechyng him to le epe he: maydenhede 

Und whan this mapde ſholde vnto a man 
P veddpd be that was fuk pontt of age 
iche that y clypped was Salgriay.. 


The Nonnes prologue 


Tbe ſtozp wrote and foloWed her legende 
And prap pou that pe wpf\mp werke amende 
firſt wolde g pou the name of ſeint cecily 
Evpoune as meh map in her ſtoꝛy ſe 
t is to ſap in engliſſije heuynnes fple 
Foꝛ pure chaſt nes of birginyte 
Oꝛ foz ſte whitnes had of honeſte 
And grene of conſcience and of good fame 
The ſ wete ſauoure lyly was heꝛ name 
Oꝛ cecily is to ſap the wey to hlynde 
Foꝛ ſte enſample was bp good techyng 
Oꝛelles cecily asg writen fpnde 
as topned bp a maneꝛconyng 
£ ftheupy and ſpa iy her in fiturpny 
Che heuyn is ſet foz tloutt oKotpnes 
andt[ya for heꝛlaſtyng beſpneſſe 
Cecitpmap ehe be ſayd in this manere 
wantyng of blyndeneſſe foꝛ her grete kight 
Of ſapience and fox her the lbys clere 
Oꝛ elles lo this mapdens name bright 
Of heupyn and leos compyth of whiche by right 
Men mptttt heꝛ wele tle henpy of people calle 
nſample of gode and Wpſe werkes alle 
feoꝛ leos people iu enttfiſſte ts foꝛ to ſap 
And right as mey map ty the heuyn ſe 
The ſonne and mone the ſterꝛes euery wey 
Right ſo men gooſtly ty this mayden fee 
Sa wyng of feyth the grete magnampnite 
And eke the ckerenes ſul of ſapience 
And ſondrp werkes bright of evceffence 
And right ſo as theſe phikoſophers weyte 
That heuyn is ſwyft and rounde andeke Brennpnitt 


Right ſo was fapre tecily the why te 


The Nonnes Take 


ful ſwyft and iy euery gode woꝛhyng 
and rounde and hole iy gode perſeueryng 
and brennyntz euiꝛ in charite ful bright 
Nob haue g deckared you What ſhe bittlt 


Here endith the Non nes prologue 
And begynneth bez tate 


. 


this mapdey Britt Tecily as her ſegend ſay th 
wascomey of Romapnes and of noble kpnde 
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ind from heꝛ cradyl vp foſt ryd in the fepth 
Of criſt and bare his goſpel ty her mynde 


She neuir ſeced as J wryten fynde 


Of heꝛ prayer and god toloue and dri de 


Beſechyng him to hepe he: maydenhede 


Und Way this mapde ſholde bnto a man 


wbeddyd be that was fuk pontt of age 
v\iche that y clypped was aleriay 
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The Nonnes Tale 


Und day was come of her mariage 
She ful deuoute and humble in hez coꝛage 
ndre heꝛ robe of golde that ſat ful feyre 
Bud nevt her fleſſhe p cladde heꝛ in an heyre 
And while that the oꝛgaynes made melody 
To god aboue thus iy hez hexte ſong ſhe 
O loꝛde mp body and eke np ſoule gye 
Vn wemmxyd feſt Icon founded be 
And foꝛ his loue that dyed vᷣpon the tre 
uery ſecounde and thridde dap ſhe faſt 
ap abydyng in hez oꝛiſons ful faſt 
The nytttjt cam and to bedde muſt ſhe goon 
with her huſbonde as it was the manere 
And prpuely ſie ſapde tohim anone 
O ſwete and wele belouyd ſpouſe dere 
Cher is a conceyte and ye Wyl it here 
whiche that right fayne g wolde to you ſep 
So that ye ſere ye wyl nat it bewry 
Valerian gan faſt to he ſ were 
That foz nocaas ne thynt that mytzht be 
He ſholde neuiꝛ to none bewrethpy her 
And thay at erſt to him ſapde ſte 
haue ay aungel Whiche that louyth me 
That with grete loue wherſo g wake oz ſtepe 
Jo redy ap my body foꝛ tohepe 
And if that he may fele oute of drede 
That ye me touche 02 loue in Ppkonpe 
He right anone wyl ſte you with the dede 
And in youre youthe thus ſtjaf pe dye 
And if that ye in clene lyf me ttpe 
Ne wol pou laue as me foꝛ yonꝛe cleneſſe 
And ſhewe to yon his ioy and his brittbtnss 
This valerian coꝛrected as god Wolde 


The Nonnes Take 


aun ſ werde agayy if (5 ſhak truſte the 
Lete me that aungek ſe andhim beholde 
andif that it a very aunttek be 
Than wol q do as thou haſt praped me 
And if thou loue a notheꝛ man foꝛ ſothe 
Right with this ſwerde thay wol J ſte you both 
Ceciły aunſWerde anone right ty this wyſe 
if that ye lyſt the aungel ſhal ye ſe 
Zo that pe trowe oycriſte and pou baptyſe 
Goth foꝛth to via appia quod ſhe 
That from this touy ne ſtondith but myles thre 
And to the poure folkes that there duel 
Sey them as that q ſhal pou tete 
Tel them that Cecily pou to them ſent 
To ſije we pou gode vᷣꝛbay the olde 
ſoꝛ ſecrete nedes and foꝛ gode entent 
and Whay that pe ſeint ůrbay haue beholde 
Telle him the Wozdes that ) to you tolde 
and Whay that he hath puꝛged pon from ſynne 
Than ſyaf pe ſte the aungel 02 we twynne 
This vatertay is in to the place gone 
And right as he was taught by her fernpntf 
he fonde this holy may vrbay anone 
Among the ſeyntes berieleeskolbtyng 
and he anone Witljoutey taripng 
pd his meſſage and whan that he hadde tolde 
Vrban for ioye gan his hondes bp holde 
The teris from his eyen fete he falle 
Amyghty god o Jeſu criſt quod he 
Sole ꝛ ofchaſt councepk hierd of bs alle 
Che fꝛuyte of that ſede of chaſtite 
Chat thou haſt ſole iy Ceciiy take to the 
Lo lybe a Geſ p be withouten gyle 
ee in 


The Nonnes Tale 


The ſerupth ap tpy one th ralle ceciłe 
ſo: that ſpouſe that ſte tone but nee 
ſul kphe a fers kpouy ſhe ſendith here 
As mekhe as euir was any fambe to ewe 
And with that woꝛde anone there gan appere 
du ofde man y cladde iy white clothes clere 
That hadde a Bohe with lettre of gold in honde 
And gan bifoꝛe Baferiay foꝛ to ſtonde 
Valerian as dede fel doun foꝛ drede 
whay he this olde may ſa we ſtondyng ſo 
whiche foꝛth with a non he herde him rede 
O loꝛde of alle o feyth o god withouten mo 
O criſtendome o fadre of alle alſo 
aboue alle and ouir alle euerp Where 
Iheſe woꝛdes al with gold Writey were 
whay this was reddde thay ſapd this olde man 
Ceuyſt thou this thing oꝛ no ſap pe oꝛ nap 
eue af thyng quod baferiay 
Foꝛ ſotheꝛ thyng thay this g daz wele ſap 
Vndre heuyy no wight thynke may 
Cho banyſſhed this olde man he ne wyſt'Where 
And _ br6ay him criſt ned right there 
Valerian ttotth home and fpndeth Cecil 
within his chambre with ay aungek ſtonde 
This aunttek hadde of roſes and of kyly 
Crownps t wo the whiche he bare in honde 
And firſt to cecily as Jöndrrſtonde 
He pane that one, and afteꝛ gan he take 
That othe2 to vafkerian heʒ mahe 
with body clene and LnWemmpd thouttht 
Nepith ap wele theſe crownes quod he 
Fro paradiſe to you them haue Brouttft 
Ne nenir moꝛe ſhal they rotyn be 
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He leſe theire ſwete ſauoure truſti 
d U 
Ne neuiꝛ wight ne ſhalle ſe 2 
But he be chaſte and hate belony 
and thou Bale rian foꝛ thou ſo ſone 
_— — —— 4 alſo 
at thou lyſt and thou ſt) 
5 haue a brottjez quod — 000 3 
— in — Woꝛlde J loue nomay ſo 
rap pou that my brothez may h 
To hnobe the trouthe as g do in 5 — 2 
The aungel ſayde ttodkpheth thy reque! 
Ind bottje Wi 1 
bothe with the pal me of martirdome 
pe ſhal come into this bliſful feeſt 
— with that woꝛde tyburce his brother cot 
— whan that he the ſauoure Vndre nom 2 
— that the roſes and the kylyes caſt 
ithiy his gert he gan to wondre faſt 
1 and ſayd J wondre this tyme of the yere 
D = that this ſWete ſauoure comyth ſo 
+ — andlylyes that) ſmelle here 
— faust — them in myn hondes two 
iyght ih me no deppeꝛ 
The ſwete ſmelle that in mp he re — 
Hath chaunge — wag 
— inged me al iy ay other hynde 
* alerian ſayde twocroWnes haue we 
ole white — 
hich that ch nd we e rede that ſhyneth lere 
on epy haue no myght to ſe 
— thou ſmellyſt through — — ra wa 
7 aft thou ſe them leue brother — 
— be thou Withouten ſeonthe 
— right and hnolbe ber2y tronuthe 
2 aunſ werde ſayſt thou this to me 
aſt nes oꝛ iy dreme Jherhyn this 
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Jn dremps quod bale riay ſaue We be 
Vnto this tyme brothez mpy pwps 
But now at erſt oure duellyng ty trouthe is 
Hob woteſt thou this quod tiburce 2 iy What wyſe 
Quod Vakeriay that ſhal ij the deuyſe 
The aungel of god hatij me the trouthe y tauttlite 
whiche thou ſhalt ſe if thou wylt re nye 
Tie ydolles and be clene and elles nautzht 
And of the myracle of theſe crownes twey 
Hepnt ambroſe iy his preface lyſt foꝛ to ſap 
Sole mpnely this noble doctoure dere 
Comendith it and ſaptlh iy this manere 
The palme of martirdome foꝛ to reſceyue 
Zeint cecife ful filled of goddes pefte 
The Woꝛlde and ehe her chambre gan ſhe weyue 
witnes Cecily and ttburces ſhrifte 
To whiche god of his bounte wolde ſhyfte 
Crounes twoof floures ſwete ſmellyng 
And made his aungel them the crownes Grpntt 
The mapde hath brouttlt them to the bliſſe aboue 
The woꝛlde hath wyſt that it is woꝛthy certapy 
TDeuociouy andchaſtite wele foꝛ to loue 
Tho ſheWde him cecily alle open and pleyn 
That af ydolles been but a thyng in Bapy 
ſoz thep be dombe and therto they be deef 
And charged him his ydolles foꝛ toleef 
Who ſo nat trowith this a beeſt he is 
Quod tho tiburce if J ſhalte nat kye 
And ſhe gan hpſſe his breeſt that herde this 
Und was ful glade he coude trouthe aſpye 
This day tahe the foꝛ mpy afpe 
Sapyde this bliſſyd fapre mayden dere 
Ind afteꝛ that ſhe ſayde as pe may here 
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Co right ſo as the loue of criſt quod ſhe 
Made me thy brothers wpf right in this yſe 
Anone foꝛ mpy alye tere take i the 
Sithen that thou wylt thyn ydelles di ſpyſe 
Go with thy brothez now and the 6aptpſe 
and make the clene ſo that thou map Beholde 
That aungelles face whiche thp brothez of tolde 
Tiburce aunſWerd and ſapd brother dere 
ſirſt tel me whether J ſtjal and to what may 
To whom quod he com fozth with right gode chere 
wol the lede Vito the, . B2bay 
Covrbay brottez mpy baferiay 
Quod tho tpburce Wylt thou me thydre lede 
Me thpnketh that it were a wondre drede 
Ne mene pc nat Lrbayquodhe tho 
That is ſo ofte dampned to be dede 
and woneth in haches al wey to and fro 
Ind daz nat onys put foꝛth his hede 
Men ſholde him brenne in a fpre ſo rede 
he were founde if mey inyght him aſppe 
and we afſo to bere him company 
and while we ſche that dpuinpte 
That is hyd iy heuyn prpuelp 
Aga te Grent iy this wozlde ſhal we be 
To whom Cecily aunſwerde bol dly 
Men mygt dꝛede wele and ſhil fulky 
ThisCpf to loſe myy obne dere brother 
this were ly ung onky and none other: 
But there is Getteztpf ty othe2 place 
That neniz ſhalbe koſt ne dride the nouttht 
ß iche goddes ſon ne bs tolde throutth his grace 
Tat faders ſonne hath al thyntt wronght 
And alte that Wrougght is with a ſhik ful tyonttht 
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The gooſt that from the fadre gan procede 
Batt) ſouked him withouten any drede 
Bp woꝛde and by myracle be goddes ſonne 
whah he was in the woꝛlde declared here 
That there is otjeꝛ lyf there men map wonne 
To who aunſwerd tpburce o ſuſtre dere 
Ne ſapdeſt thou right noW iy this manere 
The nas but one god loꝛd in ſothfaſt nes 
4nd now of thre how mayſt thou bere wytnes 
That ſhal q tet quod ſhe 02 that g go 
Rittht as a may hati ſapiences thre 
Me moꝛp engyne and intellecte afſy 
Do in ſuche beyng of dpuinpte 
Thre per ſones may there right wele Ge 
Tho gay ſhe there ful be ſily him preche 
Ofcriſtes ſonne and of his pepnes teche 
And many poyntes of his paſſiouy 
Now goddes ſonne ty this woꝛlde was witholde 
To do manhynde pfepy remiſſtony 
That been bounde ty ſynnes and cazes colde 
Alle the ſe thynges ſhe to tyburce tolde 
And after this tyburce iy god entent 
with vale riay to; Frbay went 


That thanhed god and With glade hert and light 


He ſcriſt ned him and made him ty that place 
Parfpte iy his lernyng goddes knygßt 
And after this tyburce gat ſuche grace 
That euery day he ſalbe in tyme and ſpace 
The aungel of god and euery mane2 Gone 
That he god a ſuyd it was ſpedde ful ſone 
t were ful harde by oꝛdre foꝛ to ſapy 


How many wondres ie ſus fo2 him wrought 
But at the laſt to telle ſhozte and plapy 
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The Nonnes Tale 


The ſergeauntes of the toun them ſought 
and them bi foꝛe al mache the pre fecte brought 
whiche them appoſ.d and kene we al theire entent 
and to the y mage of JuBitez them ſent 

and ſayd who ſo wol do no ſacrifice 
Swappe of his hede this is my ſentence here 
anone theſe martirs that j pou deupſe 
One maximus that was ay offtcere 
Of the prefectes and his councetlere 
Clem hent and the ſeyntes foꝛth kadde 
Him ſerf he wept foz pyte that he hadde 

whay ma xi mus hadde herde the ſeyntee ſoꝛe 
He gat him of the turmentours leue 
und had them to his houſe withouten moze 
Ind with theire prechyng oꝛ it was cue 
They gan fro the turmentourcs foꝛ to rene 
and fro ma xy me and fro his fofhe ectjone 
The fats feptt to troW in god allone 

Cecily cam Whay it was wovte 52 
bith preſtps that them criſt ned al in fert 
und after ward whah dap was Woviylight 
Cecifp ſapde them With a ful ſtede faſt chere 
Nobb criſtes olben hnyghteskeef and dere 
Caſt ał a wey the werkes of derb nes 
and arme pou with the armes of brightnes 

pe haue foꝛſoth done a gꝛete Gatapfe 
pour cours is done youre fepth ha th you con ſeruyd 
Goth to the croune of pf that may nat fayle 
The rigſt fulle iuge whiche pe haue ſeruyd 

af yeue it you as ye haue it deſeruyd 
Ind whan this thyng was ſapde as de uyſe 
Pen ledde them foꝛth to do ſacrifice 

But Jay they were to the place p rougßt 
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To teffe ſtjoztkp the conckuſioun 
They nolde encence ne ſacrifice rittht nauttht 
But on theire knces ſpttey them adoun 
with humble herte and ſadde deuocloun 
And koſen bothe theire hedes in the place 
The: ſoutes went to the kyng of grace 
This ma vimus that ſa we this thyng betyde 
with pytous teris tolde it anone right 
That he theiꝛ ſoules ſa be toheuyn ttfpde 
with aungels ful of clernes und light 
und with his woꝛde conuertyd many a Wittbt 
ſo: bh iche almachius dyd him ſo to bete 
with whippes of lede tyl he his kyf gan fete 
Cetity him tobe and buried him anone 
Dy tpburce and vaſeriay ſothły 
within ez buripng place öndre the ſtone 
und after this al machius haſtely 
Badde his myniſtres fetche openly 
Cccily ſo that ſhe myttht in his preſence 
Do ſacrifice and Jubitez encence 
But they conuertyd at heꝛ Wpſefoze 
we pte ful ſoꝛe and yaue fuk credence 
Vntoher worde and eryde moze and moꝛe 
Criſt goddes ſonne whiche withoute difference 
Js be rꝛy god this is oure ſentence 
That hath a ſeruaunt ſo gode him to ſerue 
This with o vopce We crpe though we ſterue 
al machius that herde of this dopntt 
Bad fetche Cecily that he mptiGt heꝛ ſe 
And afderftrſt this was his aſhpntt 
what maneꝛ woman art thou quod he 
Jama gentylwomay boꝛy quod ſhe 
Jaſhe it the quod he though it the greue 
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The Nonnes Tale 


Of thy relittouy and of thy beleue 

why than began ye youre queſtion» fol ily 
Quod ſte that wolde two aunſbberes conckude 
hy one de maunde pe aſkyd kewdly 
al mache aun ſwerde to that ſimititude 
Of wtjens comyth thyn aunſ ere ſo rude 
Of whens quod ſhe. whay that ſhe was freyned 
Ofconſcience and of gode feyth vn feyned 

Almachius ſapde takeſt thou none hede 
Of inp pole and ſhe aunſwerd him thys 
poure mpttht quod ſhe is ful lytel to drede 
ſoꝛ euery moꝛtalłe mannys polbernys 
But lyke a Haddeꝛ ful of wynde y wys 
#02 with a nedelkes poynte Whay it is foe 
Yap alle the boſt of it be leyde fuk lobe 

ful wrong fully began thou quod he 
and in Wrong is yet al thy perſeueraunce 
Woteſt thou nat how oure prynces mighty and fre 
Naue thus comaunded and made 92denaunce 
Chat enerp criſtey Wittht ſhal haue penaunce 
but if that He his criſtendome Withſap 
Ind tfo0y al qupte if he wyl it reney 

poure princes erꝛen as poure nobfep doth 
Quod tho cecile ty a wode ſentence 
e make Vs gyltye and it is nat ſothe 
#02 pe that hnoWe wele ouze innocence 
#02 aſmoche as We do ap reuerence 
Tocriſte and foꝛ we bere acriſtey name 
re put on Bs a cryme and ehe a blame 

But we that hnolWe that name ſo 
oꝛ dertuous We map it nat with ſaye 
Amache aunſwerdecheſe one of theſe two 

o ſacriſitce 02 criſtendome reney 


hoe ow — 


The Nonnes Tale 


That tfou map ſchape by that wepe 
t whiche woꝛde this holy bliſful mayde 
Gan foꝛ tolautthe and to the iuge ſayde 
O tutte confuſed in thy npcete 
Woke thou that J reſcepue innocence 
To make me a Wpched Wittit quod ſhe 
Lo he diſſimyleth here iy audience 
He ſtarith and Wwodith iy his aduertence 
To whom al mache ſapd o ſely Wretche 
Ne woteſt thou nat hou fer mp wytte map ſtretche 
Baue nat ouze mpffhty prynces yeuyn 
To me both power and auctozite 
To make folhe bothe to dye and fpuey 
why ſpeliyſt thou thay ſo proudely to me 
ſpehe nauttht but ſtedfaſtly quod ſhe 
Nat proudetp foꝛ q ſay foꝛ my ſpde 
we hate dedely that vpce of pryde 
And if thou drede nat a ſothj foꝛ to here 
Than wyl z ſtjewe al openly bp right 
Thou that haſt made a ful gretekeſyng here 
Chou ſapſt thy prynces haue pene the mpttft 
Bothe for to ſle and foꝛ to quychen a wight 
That thou mayſt only butlyf bereue 
Thou haſt none othez poWe2 ne nofene 
But thou mapſt ſap thy princes haue the mahed 
Myniſtre of deth foꝛ if thou ſpeke of mo 
Thou lieſt foꝛ thy polwere is fuk nahpd 
Do wey thy hol dneſſe ſayd almache tho 
And do ſacrifice to oure goddes 02 thou go 
Jreche nat what Wrong thou me profe2 
For I can ſuffte as cay a philoſopher 
But that wronges may I nat endure 
That thou ſpehyſt of ouꝛe goddes here quod he 
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O Ceciſp aunſwere o npce creature 
Thou ſapdeſt no woꝛde ſithen thou ſpaheſt to me 
Chat ne hnobbe therwitſ thp nytete 
and that thou were iy euerp ma neꝛ Wpſe 
a lewde officez and a feWde iuſtiſe 
There facketh no thyng of thpyvtter epen 
But thou art blynde foꝛ thyng that we ſe al 
Chat is a ſtone that men map Weke aſpper 
That ifhe ſtone a god thou wykt it calle 
rede the let thyy honde vᷣpon it falle 
and taſte it wele and ſtone thou ſhalt it fynde 
Sithen that thou ſeeſt nat Witt thyy eyen blynde 
t is a ſha me that the people ſhatte 
do ſcoꝛne the and laughe at thy foly 
ſoꝛ comonly mey wote it Weke ouir alle 
That mygßty god is in heuynnes hye 
Ind theſe y mages wele thou mayſt aſppe 
To the ne to them ſelf may do no profette 
ſoꝛ in effecte they be nat Wozthe a myte 
This and ſuche othez woꝛdes ſapde ſhe 
und he woyte wrothe and bad mey ſholde her lede 
Home vnto her Houſe and iy bez houſe quod he 
brennehe2 in a bathe of flamys rede 
undas he badde right was it do ty dede 
forty a bathe they gan her faſt ſhytte n 
und nytzht and dap fyre they vndre betyy 
The long nptt6t and eke the day alſo 
ſo: af the fyre and ehe the grete hete 
Obe ſat al colde aud felt no ma neꝛ wo 
made her nat a droppe foꝛ toſwete 
dut iy that bathe her lyf ſe motkete 
ſor almachius with a ful wycked eutent 
Co ſłe heꝛ in bathe his ſonde to her ſent 
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Thre ſt rohes in the neche he ſmote he2 tho 
The turmentoure but foꝛ no maneꝛ chaunce 
He mptttt nat ſmyte ſier neche a two 
And fo: ther was that tyme an oꝛdenaunce 
Chat nomay ſtjofde do no perſone ſuche penaunce 
The fourth ſtroke to ſmyte ſoft 02 ſoꝛe 
This turmentoure ne durſt do no moꝛe 
But half dede with her necke coꝛruen there 
Be left her lye and on his wey he went 
The criſten folhe wh iche that a boute her were 
with ſhetes haue the blode bp hent 
Thre daies lyued ſhe thus in this turment 
And neuir ceſed them the feptl to teche 
That ſte had foſtryd them ſhe gan to preche 
and them ſte paue heꝛ meuables and ſez thyng 
And to gode örban betoke them tho 
And ſayde gaſhed this of heuyn kyng 
To haue reſpite tire daies and no mo 
To recomende to pou oꝛ that ij go 
Theſe ſoules lo and that g map do wirche 
Here of mp houſe perpetuallły a ehirche 
Seint vrbay with his den yns pryuely 
The Body fet and buried it by nytt6t 
Among his otheꝛ ſ rats honeſtky 
Het houſe the chirche of ſeyꝛit cecily hight 
Saynt vᷣrban halo wed it as he wele mygijt 
Jy whiche vnto this day in noble wyſe 
Men do tocriſte and tohis ſeyntes ſeruiſe 


Here endith the Non nes tale 
And here begynneth the prologue 
Of the chanons peman 


The Nonnes Take 


w han tolde was the lyf of ſeint Cecile 
Oꝛ we hadde ryden fully fpue myle 

nt 6outtt ton Bndre ble Bs gan a take 

q may that clothed was in clothes blake 

and bndrenette he ware a white ſurpkice 

Bis hahney whiche was of pomefttrpce 

So ſwette he that wondre was to ſe 

Jt ſempd that he hadde pryched — tre 

aboute the patrel ſtode the fome ful hye 

ge was of fome as ffpchedas a ppe 

The bak nep che that his ye mah rode pon 

So ſwette that vnnethes myght it goon 

a male twp folde Vpoy his cropyn lay 

t ſemyd that he ca rped fptefarzap 

Al eight foꝛ ſomes rode this Woꝛthy man 

And in mpy herte to wondre h began 

what that he was tyl that h vndreſtode 

hob that his cohe was ſolved to his hode 

Foz Whiche whan h hadde long aupſed me 

demyd him ſom cha non foꝛ to be 

gis hatte hyngz at his bake doun by a lace 

ſoꝛ he hadde ryden moꝛe than trotte 02 pace 

he rode ay pryckyng as he were wode 

a ckote leef he hadde leyde vᷣndre his hode 

ſoꝛ ſwete and for to hepe his liede fro he te 

But it was ioye foꝛ to ſc him ſWete 

His foꝛehede droppyd as a ſtyllatoꝛy 

ere ful of planteyn oꝛ of peritoꝛy 

Ind Wfay he was come he gan ctye 

God ſaue quod he this iolp company 

ſaſt haue Jprpched quod he foꝛ youre ſake 

Bicauſe that q wolde you ouir take 

To ipde in this mery company 
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Bis ye man was eke ful of curteſpe 

And ſayde ſires noW in the moꝛolbe tyde 
Oute of youre hoſtrye gj ſawe pou ryde 

und warned here my loꝛde and ſonerapy 
whiche that to ryde with you is ful fayn 

ſoz his diſpoꝛte he loueth daliaunce 

rend foꝛ thy Warnpntt god gyue the gode chaunce 
Chan ſayde oure hooſt certayn it wol de ſe me 
Thy fozde were Wpſe and ſoß may Wele deme 
Be is ful iocunde alſo dar gley 

Cay he outtht telle a merp tale oꝛ twep 

Witlj whiche he (fade map this company 

Who ſur myloꝛd. pe ſtr Withouteylye 

He cay of myrthe and ehe of iokite 

Nat but pnoW alſo ſiꝛ truſtith me 

And ye him hnewe as wele as do 

pe wolde wondre how wele and craftely 

He coude Werke and that iy ſondry wyſe 

He hath taken on himmanp a grete empryſe 
whiche were ful haꝛd foꝛ any that is here 

To breng aboute but they of him it lere 

ds homely as he rydeth amonttes pou 

f pe him knewe it wolde be foꝛ youre prot 
pe wolde nat foꝛgoon his acquepntaunce 
J502 mehyt good g dar ley in balaunce 

af that q haue uy my poſſeſſtouy 

Ne 19a may of high diſcreciony 

warne pou he is a paſſyng wyſe may 

wele quod oure Hoſt g prap the telle me than 
Js he a clerhe 02 none tel me what he is 
Acterhe nap nap he is greteꝛ than a cferhe pWps 
Saxd this peman and in woꝛdes fewe 

Rooſt and of his craft ſomWhat wol J ſhe we 
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dir my loꝛde can ſuche a ſubtelte 
But alte his crafte pe may nat wytte of me 
For al the grounde to caunterbury tou! 

ge coude alle ctene turne Bp ſo doun 

and pane i: 22 with ſilueꝛ and with golde 
und whan this pe man hath thus tolde 

Vnto oure hooſt. he ſapde benedicite 

This thing is wondre merueylous to me 
Sithen that thy loꝛde is of ſo high prudence 
Bicauſe of whiche ſyokde mey him reuerence 
That of his woꝛſhippe rechitt he ſokyte 

his oue reſt ſloppe is nat Woztl) a myte 

as in effecte tohim ſo moot go 

t is alle baudy and to toꝛe atſo 

W6p is thy loꝛd ſo ſkotyſſije q the pray 

And of po wer is betteꝛ cothe to bey 

ͤthat his dede accoꝛde with his ſpeche 
Tel me that and that g the beſeche 

hy quod this pe man wie rto aſhe pe me 
God helpe me ſo foꝛ he ſhal neuiꝛ the 

But q wyl no auobe that g ſap 

Ind ther foꝛe hepe it ſecrete g you prep 

he is to Wpſe ty feyth as g beteue 

That is ouir do it wok neui preue 

Und right as ckerkes ſap it is a Vpce 
Wherfoze in that g holde him le wde and nyce 
ſoz WHay a may hath ouir grete a wytte 
ful oft it happith him to mys pᷣſe it 

So do my koꝛde and that me greupth ſoꝛe 

| 5 

God it amende Jean ſap nomoꝛe 

Cherof no fozce gode yt ma quod oure hooſt 
Dithen of the connyng of thy loꝛde thou booſt 
Cel how he doth tel on now hardely 
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Sithen that he is ſo crafty and ſo ſkpe 

where duckle pe if it to telle be 

n the ſubarbes of a touy quod he 

Furbpnitiy Kunze and in lanys blynde 

Where as the ſe rob bers and theſe theuys be hynde 

golden theire ferdful prpue reſidence 

as they that dar nat ſhe we theire preſence 

So fare we if we ſhal ſap the ſothe 

No quod oure hooſt tet me taſhe tothe 

why art thou ſo deſcolou red in thy face 
etyꝛ quod he god peupth harde grace 

— ſo vſcd the hote fyre to bkoWwe 

That ithath chaunged my coloure g trowe 

4am nat wont iy nomprzoure to prye 

But ſwynke ſoze andferne to muftipkpe 

we 6fundrpyeni2 and pourpy in the fpre 

und foꝛ alte that We fayle of oure deſtze 

#02 eutr We kacke oure conckuſtouy 

To moche fofhe We do ilku ſioun 

and boro be golde be it a pounde oꝛ two 

Oꝛ ten 02 twelue 02 many ſommes mo 

and make them wene at the feſt wey 

That of a pounde We coude make twep 

ſt is falſe and ay we haue gode hope 

It foꝛ to do and afte2 it we grope 

But that ſcience is ſo feꝛ bs bifoꝛi 

we map nat al though we hadde it ſwoꝛn 

It outr tahe it flytte a Wey ſo faſt 

It wol vs mahe betttfars at the faſt 

whyle this pe mah was thus ty talhyntz 

This cha non dre we him nere and herde al thyntt 

whiche this ye mah ſpahe foꝛ ſuſpectioun 

O fmennps ſpeche eniz hadde this chanon 
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ſo: catoy ſaythj he that gyt ty is 

Demyth al thyng to be ſpoke of him y wys 
That was the cauſe he gan ſo ny tth dra we 
To this pemay to herhyn alle his ſawe 

and thus he ſayde to his pemay tho 

Holde thou thy peas and ſpete no mo 

#02 if thou do thou ſhalt it dere abye 

Thou ſckaundreſt me here in this company 
and ehe di ſcoueryſt that thou ſholdeſt hyde 
pe quod ou re hooſt tel on What ſo betpde 
Of alle this thretyng recke thou nat a mpte 
Jy feyth quod he no moꝛe j do but lyte 

and whah this chanon ſa be it wolde nat be 
But that this pemay wolde telle his prpupte 
he fledde a wey foꝛ berꝛy ſoꝛolbe and ſhame 
aha quod the pemay here ſtat ryſe a game 
at that can anooy q̃ wol pou tel 

Sithen he is toon the foule fende him quelle 
ſoz neuiꝛ heraſter wol q with him mete 

ſoꝛ peny ne foꝛ pounde g you behete 

He that me firſt brought to that game 

Oꝛ that he dye ſo:oWe haue he and ſhame 
for it is erneſt to me y my feyth 

That fełe q wele what that any may ſapth 
And pet foꝛ alle my ſmert and alle mp greef 
Foz af my ſoꝛobe kaboure and myſcheef 
coude neuir leue it ty no wyſe 

Lob wold to god mp wytte mytzht ſuffiſe 
To telle alle that longith to that arte 

But natheles you wol J tek a parte 

Sithen that my loꝛd ie goon] wol nat ſpare 
Suche thyng as JhnoWe J Wol deckare 
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here enditß the prologue of 
tze Chanons pemay 
And betzynneth his tale 


w th this chanon d duelled ſeupy pere 
And of his ſcience am nenir the nere 
dt that j hadde J haue loſt therby 
And god wote ſo haue mo thay (5 
Of ckothyntt and of other gode arap 
There as q was wonte to be right freſſhe and gay 
No ͤ map q were ay hoſe Ppoy mpy hede 
and Where my coloure was bothe white and rede 
Nob it is wah and of aledyn ewe 
Who ſo it Vſpth ſore ſhal he rewe 
and of mp ſwynke y blent is mpy eye 
Fo ſuche auauntatte it is to muktiplye 
That ſeydyng ſcience bath made me ſo Bare 
That J haue no ttode Where that cniz J fare 


Tſe tale of the chanons peman 


and yet g am endettyd ſo ſoꝛe therbp 

f golde that q boꝛolbed truly 
That Wſjpfe q lyue ij ſhal it quyte neuir 
et cuerp may beware by me foꝛ euir 
what manez may that caſtith him therto 
f he contynue holde his thryfte y do 
ſoꝛ helpe me god the rby ſhal he nat wynne 
But enpepre his purſe and mahe his wptte thynne 
and Whay he througth his madnes and his foly 
hath koſt his olbne (ode through ie pardy 
Than he evciteth othez men therto 
To {eſe theire gode as he him ſelf hath do 
Foz bnto Wretches tope it is and eaſe 
To haue theire felolbes ty pepne and diſeaſe 
Foz thus was Jonys lernydofa clerhe 
Of that no charge ) wol ſpeke of oure Werke 
Whay we be there as We ſtjaf excerſiſe 
Oure eluyſſhe craft we ſeme wondre wy ſe 
Dure termps been ſo clergyalle and ſoqueynte 
lobe the fyre tyl mp herte feynte 
what ſholde j telte eche propoꝛcion 
Of thynges whiche we Wozke Spoy 
as on fyue 02 ſev Vnces may wele be 
Of ſykueꝛ 02 ſome ottjez quantite 
Ind beſy me to telle you the names 
Ofoꝛpement brent bones iron ſquames 
That into pobbdeꝛ grounde be ful ſmalke 
And in ah erthen potte hob put is alle 
and ſakt petyr and alſo pappre 
Bifoꝛn the ſe poWders that i ſpche of here 
Und wele y couered with a lampe of glas 
And of moche other thyng whiche that there was 
and of the pottys and glaſſes enkutyng 
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That of the epre myhht paſſe oute notyhng 
Und of the fyre eaſy and ſmert alſo 

whiche that was made and of the care and wo 
That we hadde in oure maters ſublpmyng 
And in amalgampng and cakcenpng 
Of quyeſyłueꝛ cleped mercurp crude 
Joꝛ affe oure ſlightes We can nat conckude 
Onre oꝛpement and ſubepmed mercury 
Oure tzroundey litartze eke on the per fury 
Ofeche of them of Vnces a certeyy 

Nat helpich bs oure la boure is in Bepr 

And ehe oure ſpirites aſcencioun 

Ne oure maters that fpey al fiv a doun 

May iyoure Woꝛhyng no thyng auaple 

ſo: (oft is alle oure laboure and trauayte 

and aſe the cooſt a twenty deuyk Wep 

Js [oft alſo whiche we on it ley 

Fo: ther is alſo ful v n notſieꝛ thyng 
That is to oure crafte appertepnyng 

Thoutt5 J hy oꝛdre them leſerſe neſcan 
Bicauſe that am atewde man 

pet Wol I tel them as they come to mynde 
Though ne cay nat ſette them in theire kynde 
as Book armonpacke beerdegrece Gozag 

And ſondrp veſſel{es made of erthe and glas 
ODure bꝛpnales andoure deſcenſoꝛies 

Violes croſſolettes and ſubtpmatozies 
CTonturbitees and alembyhes eke 

And otheꝛ ſuche dert ynough a keel 

Nat nedith it to reheꝛſe them alle 

waters rubifiyntz and holes galle 

Aꝛſenyk ſal armonyabe and brymſtone 

and herbes eke coude g telle many one 
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ds egrymonpne vakerian and lunary 

and otheꝛ ſuche if that me kyſt to tarp 
Ourelampes brpnne npttlht and dap 

To brynge aGonte oure craft if that we may 
Oure furneys ehe of catcinactouy 

and of waters afBifpcaciouy 

Vnſleclyd lyme chalhe gleyre of ay eye 
Poudres dpuerſe aſſhes dong pyſſe and ckeyr 
de ryd pottes ſalt petpz vpttriote 

and dyuers fyres made of Wode and coſe 

Sal tagtp2 afcofp and ſat pri parate 

und combuſte maters and coagukate 

Clep made with hozſe dong manns here and oyke 
Of tartze alym glas berme Worte and argue 
Roſalgaz ano ottez matersenbiGpntt 

und eke of oure maters encoꝛpoꝛyng 

Ind of oure ſylueꝛcitrynacioui 

Dure ſementyng andoure fermentaciour 
Dure ingottes teſtes and many moo 

wol pou telte as me was tautthte al ſo 

The foure ſpirites and the bobies ſeup! 

By oꝛdre asg herd my loꝛd neuyy 

The firſt ſpirite qupcheſifuez ceppdis 

Che ſecounde oꝛpement the th ridde pwps 
Sal armonpacke and the fourth 6rymſtone 
The bodies ſeuyn foke them there anoy 

Sol golde is and luna ſylueꝛ We threpe 
Pars iron Mercury qupcheſiſuez we cfepe 
Saturnus lede and inbiteꝛ is tyy 

And be nus copeꝛ bp my fader hynne 
Thiscurſedcraft who wol evcerciſe 

He ſhalle no gode haue that may ſuffiſe 

ſoz alte gode he ſpended theire aboute 
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He leſe ſa? therof haue q no doute 

who fo that fyſtith Stte2 his ſoly 

Let him come foztl and kerne to muktipkp 
und euery may that hatij ougijt in lis cofre 
Let him appere and we de a ptzifoſoptez 
Preeſt oꝛ ctjanoy oꝛ any otheꝛ Witfht 
Choutt5 te ſytte at his boe dap and nyt 


* , mi  __ wa HECC_ tt AC 


Jylernyng of this ekapſſtie nyce loꝛe 
Alle is in Vepy and parde moche moꝛe 
Js to lerne a fewde may this ſubtekte Y } 
jfp ſpeke nat therof it wol nat be 


And can he lettrature 02cay he none 

As in e ffecte he ſtjal fynde it al one 

Foz botije two hy my ſakuaciouy 
Tonckudey in muttipticactony ' 
af liche wele whay they haue alle y doo 
This is to ſapy they fayle bothe two 

yet foꝛgate ij to make reherſayle 

Of watrescozoſpf and of kymayk 

And of bodies molli ficacioun 

und alſo of theire enduracioun 

Oyles ablacions metalle ſuſible 

To telle you it wolde paſſe any byble 
That obere is therfoꝛe as for the Geſt 

Of theſe names noW wol g me reſt 

ffoꝛ as q troWe i haue tolde pnotÞ 

To repſe a feende al kohe he neuir ſo roÞ 
d nap let be the philoſophers ſtoon 

Eftyer We clepe we ſehe faſt echoon 

ffoꝛ badde we him thay were We ſihez pnoWe 
But into god of Reupy I make anoWe 

Fo alle oure craft Whay we haue alle y do 
And alle oure ſkeptifte he wel nat come vs to 
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ge hath made vs ſpende moche gode 

foꝛ ſoꝛowe therof almooſt we we ven wode 
But that gode hope crepith in oure herte 
Yuppoſpntt euiꝛ though We ſoꝛe ſmert 

To be releupd by him afterwarde 

Suche ſuppoſyng and hope is ſharpe and hade 
warne pou bele it is to ſehpyenir 

That future temps hath made men diſſeuiz 
j truſte therof alle that euiꝛ they hadde 
pet of that arte they can nat wex ſad 

#02 bnto them it is a bpttez ſwete 

do ſemyth it foꝛ ne had tijey but a ſhete 
bhiche that myght wrappe them iy a nyght 
anda bratte to walken in by day lyght 

They Wolde it ſelle and ſpende it iy this craft 
They cay nat ſtynt tyl no thyng be kaft 

and euir moꝛe Where that they goon 

Fo may ttjem kenne by ſmelle of brpymſtogy 
Wal tle Wozlde they ſtpnke as a (tote 
Cheire ſauoure ts ſo rammpſſhe and ſohote 
Chat though a may a myle from them be 

The ſauoure yl en fecte him truſtith me 
Lo thus by ſmellyng and thredebare aray 
chat mey lyſt theſe folbe knowe they map 
und if a may wol aſhe them pryucly 

y they be ckothed ſo ůnthriftely 

Right anone they wol ron ne in his ere 

And ſap if that they aſpyed were 

Hey wolde them ſce bicauſe of theire ſcience 
Lo thus theſe folhe betrayey innocence 

Das onir this J mp tale bnto 

Oꝛ that the potte be on the fyre y do 

"nd metalles a (ertapy quantite 
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My loꝛde them temprith and no may but he 
Now is fe goon ] daꝛ ſap boldly 

ſo2 as mei ſay he can docraftełp 
Aſttate q wote wele he hath ſuche a na me 
and pet ful ofte he rpnnett in te bla me 
And wote ye how ful ofte it farith ſo 
The pot tobrehitt and fare wele al is do 

Che metalles been of ſogrete vpolence 

Oure waffes map nat make them reſiſtence 

But if they were wroutttjt of (pme and ſtone 

They perſe ſo and through the walle they gone 
And ſom of them ſpnke douy in the grounde 

Thus haue Wefoſt bp tyme manp a pounde 

und ſon az ſcatred af the flooꝛe aboute 

Some kepith ty the roof withouten doute 

Though that the feende in oure ſift him nat ſhewe 
trob that he with vs be that icke ſhre we 

in helle Where he is loꝛde and ſpre 

Ne is ther moꝛe Wo ne rancoꝛ ne pre 

Whan that oure pote is brohen as Jfane ſapd 
Suery may chyt andbofdith him euyt appaped 
Some ſapde it was of the fpre mahpyng 

Some ſayd nay it was of tte blowyng 

Than was Jaferde foꝛ that was mpy office 
Stra we quod the th ridde pe be lelode and nyce 

t was nat tempryd as it outtfſt to be 

Nap quod the fourthe ſtynte and herkyn me 
Bicauſe oure fpre was nat made of beche 

That ie the cauſe and other none ſitheche 

can uat teffe where on it was along 

But wele ) wote grete ſtryf is bs a mong 

what quod my koꝛde ther is no moꝛe to doon 

Of theſe parzelles g wol be wart efſone 
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Jam rigit ſyhe2 that the potte Wascraſed 
Be as be may Ge ye nat ama ſyd 

as pᷣſage is let ſwepe the floꝛe ſwythee 
Plucke Sp youre hertes and be glade and beytße 
The mullohe on ay hepe ſwepyd was 

and on the flooꝛe caſt a canuas 

and alle the mullohe in a ſyde y throlbe 

and ſiftyd and pycked many a throwe 

Parde quod one ſomWhat of ou: metaffe 

pet is ther here though we haue nat alle 

and though this thyng myſhappedhath as now 
anottjez tyme it map be Wele pnolb 

we muſt put oure gode in auenture 

I marchaunt parde map nat ap endure 
Truſtith me Wele ty his proſperite 

Somtyme his godes been drenchyd in the ſee 
and ſomtyme it comyth ſauf öntokonde 

Peas quod my loꝛde the nevte tyme g wol fonde 
To bryng oure craſte al in ay otheꝛ plyte 

and but do ſires lete me haue the wyte 

Ther was a defaute iy ſomWhat welke 7 wote 

q notheꝛ ſapde the fyre was ouir hote 

But be it hote oꝛ colde q daꝛ ſap this 

That we concluoe eutrmoze amps 

be fayle al wey of that we wolde haue 

and in oure madnes cutr moꝛe we raue 

Ind whan we he to gyddeꝛ enerfchone 

Fuerp man ſemyth as wyſe as ſakamoy 

But alle thyng whiche that ſoyneth as golde 

it is nat golde as J haue herde tolde 

Neeuerp appp that is fayre at eye 

Nys nat gode what ſo we ckappe 02 crye 

Riggt ſoit farith amonges vs 
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Ne that ſempth wyſeſt 6p ſwete peſus 
s mooſt fooke whay it compth to the preef 
andhe that ſempth treweſt is a tlieef 
That ſijal pe hnowe oꝛ that) from pou wende 
Be tllat my tafe Be tolde vnto an ende 

There was a cha non of rełigioun 

amonttes bs wolde en fecte al a toun 
Chougij it were as grete as was nynyue 
Rome Ali ſaundre trope 02 other thre 

Bis ſlightes and his infinpte falſencſſei 

Ne coude nomay Write as j (teſſe 

Choutth that fe mp(thtfepue a thouſand pere 
4 alle the woꝛlde of falſneſſe nps his pere 
ſfoꝛ iy his termys he wyl him ſo wynde 

and ſpehe his woꝛdes in ſo ſkip hynde 
whay he comey ſhal with onp Wittht 

That te wol make him dote anon right 

But ita feende be as him ſelf is 

Ful many a may hath he begyled oꝛ this 

and wot if that helyue map a Wyle 

And pet mey rpde oꝛ go many a mpkfe 

Bim foꝛ to ſehe and haue his acquepntaunte 
Nat hnoßpyng of his fals gouernaunce 

And if ye lyſt to peue me audience 

wol it tet here in poure preſence 

But Woꝛſhipfulchanons religious 

Ne demeth nat that i ſckaundre poure fouſe 
at though my tale of a chanon be 

Of euery oꝛdre ſom ſhre we is parde 

ds god foꝛbede that al a company 

Shulde re we a ſpnttukez mannys foly 

To ſclauudre pou it is no thyng mpyentent 
But to coꝛrecte that is mys went 
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is take was nat onky tolde foz pot 
= ehe foꝛ other mo pe wote Wefe hold 
That amonges criſtes apoſteffes twefue 
There nas no traptoure Gut iudas im ſefue 
Than why ſholde we remenaunt haue a hła me 
That gyltkes were by pou ſay the ſame 
Saue only this if ye wokHerhpy me 
any Judas in youre eouent be 
Remeuptth him betymes j you rede 
f ſha me oꝛ loſſe may cauſe any drede 
and be nothyng diſpleaſedg you pray 
But in this caas herk n what (ſap 
i MNfondoy was a preeſt Unnuefere 
That tljeriy hadde dueft many a pere 
iche was ſo pleſaunt and ſo ſernpſable 
Ynto the wpf where as he went to table 
That ſhe wolde ſuffre him no thyng to pay 
for bozde ne clothyng went he neun ſo gay 
Ind ſpendpntt ſylueꝛ hadde he right ynolbe 
Therof no foꝛce in ple ſaunce went his plowe 
But foꝛ to telle you forth of this chanon 
That brought this preeſt tocon fu ſion 
This fals cha non cam Spoy a day 
Pnto the preeſtes chambre Where he lay 
Beſechyng him to lene him a certapy 
Of golde and he wolde quyte him agayn 
kene me a marke quod he But dates thre +» 
at mp day g wol ſauns fayle quyte it the 
Indif ſo be thou fynde me thay fats 
Anotheꝛ day bantt me by the hals 
hat as ſy the 


This preeſt him tohe a marke and t 
and this cha non him thanked oftſythe 
und toke his lene and went forth his wey 
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Und at the th ridde dap Grouttfte his money 
And to this preeſt he tone his golde agayn 


wie rof this preeſt was wondre glade and fayne 


Certis quod he no thyng annopetſj me 
Colene a may a nobte two oz thre 

Sꝛ what thyng were iy mp poſſeſſioun 
whay he ts ſo true of condiciouy 

That iy no wyſe breke he wol his dap 
To ſuche a man g can nat ſap nap 

what quod thts canon ſtjotde be vᷣntrue 
Nap that were a thyng fallen of newe 
Trouthe is a thyng that q wol euiꝛ hepe 
Vnto ttjat dap in whiche g ſhal crepe 
onto my graue oꝛ elles criſte foꝛbede 
Beleuyth this as ſphez as the crede 

God j thanke and iy ode tpme be it ſayde 
Chat thjer nas neuit may pet euył papde 
j:02 golde ne ſilueꝛ that he melent 

Ne neuiꝛ fakſhede in myn herte J ment 
And ſir quod he no of mp prpupte 
Sithen pe ſo godeliche haue been to me 
And hydith to me ſo ftrete gentylneſſe 
Som what to quyte witli youre hyndneſſe 
wol pou ſhewe if that pekpſt here 

wol pou teche ple ner the matere 

Bob ij can woꝛke in phikoſoptipe 

Take — hede pe ſhal wele ſe at eye 
That wol a mapſtrpe do oꝛ j go 

pe ſir quod the preeſt and Wyk pe ſo 
Mary therof (j pray you hartekp 

at youre comaundment ſir truly 

Quod the chanoy and elkescriſte foꝛbede 
Lo how this theef coude his ſeruice bede 
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ful ſoth it is that ſuche profezed ſeruiſe 
Stynheth as Wptneſſith tte olde wy ſe 
and that right ſone J wol it Lerifp 
Jy this chanoy rotte of alle trectjerp 
That euirmoꝛe defite tjath and gladneſſe 
Suche feendly thoughtes iy his herte impreſſe 
hob criſtes people tje may to mychief bryng 
God hepe vs from his falſe diſſpmkyng 
Hought wyſt this preeſt with whom that he def te 
dae of his har me tomyng no thyng he fekte 
DO ſely preeſt o ſekp innocente 
with couetyſe anone thou ſhaft be blent 
O graceles ful blynde is thy concepte 
No thyng art thou ware of his diſcepte 
bhiche that this foxy ſhapey hath to tte 
his wyles his wrenches thou mapſt nat fle 
Ver foꝛe to go to the conc ſtout 
That re ferꝛyth to thy con fuſioun 
Ynhappp may anoy|j wol mehye 
To tełłte thp VuWptte and thp foly 
und ehe the falſeneſſe of that othez Wretche 
s fer foꝛth as my conyng Wpt ſtretche 
This cha non was my koꝛd ye wol wene 
Hir hooſt in feyth and by heuens quene 
t was a notheꝛ chanoy and nat he 
That cay ay hundred folde moꝛe ſubteſte 
Hebath betrayed folbe many a tyme 
Dfbis falſeneſſe it dullith me to ry me 
Fur whan J ſpehe of his falſehede 
ſo: ſhame of him my chekes We xen rede 
Mates they begynne foꝛ to globe 
#02 redeneſſe haue J none right wele Jnowe 
y mp Spſatte foꝛ fumes dyuerſe 
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Of metalle wh iche ye haue herde me reherce 
Con ſumed and waſtyd hath my rede ne ſſe 
Now takith tjede of this chanons curſidneſſe 
Sir quod he to the preeſt let pour may gone 
N02 qupcſiluer that we tjadde it anone 

und tet him bryng önces two oꝛ thre 

And whah he compttj as faſt pe ſhalł ſe 

A Wondre thyng whiche pe ſa we neuir 02 this 
Sir quod the preeſt it ſhal be dopWps 

He badde his ſeruaunt fetche him this thyng 
undhe al redy was at his öyddyng 

And went him foꝛth andcam anone agapy 
with this quycſ ilueꝛ ſhoꝛtły for to ſepy 

And tote the vnces tire to the cha non 

And he them leyde wele and fapre adouy 

4nd badde the ſeruaunt coles foꝛ to bryng 
Chat he anoy mpfthe go to his woꝛkyng 

Che coles right anon were y fette 

And this cha noh tohe oute a croſſeket 

Of his boſom and ſhewde it to the preeſt 
This inſt rument quod he Whiche that thou ſeeſt 
Take ih thy honde and put thy ſelf theriy 

© f this qupcſitue2 ay Vnce and bettpnne 

y the name of criſt to wev a philoſopheꝛ 

T her be ful fee whiche J wol de it profe 2 

To ſhe we them thus moche of mp ſcience 

Foꝛ he re ſſjal pe ſe bp experience 

That this qupcſikuer q wol moztifp 

Right in poure ſigit anon withouten kye 
And mahe it as gode ſylueꝛ and as fyne 

as there is any in poure purſe 02 mpy 
Oꝛelleſ where and mahe it malkiable W 
And elles holde me fals and önſtable 
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amonttes folhe foꝛ euix to appere 
haue a poudre that coſt me de re 
Shal make al gode foꝛ it is cauſe of alle 
y connyng whiche g you ſhe we ſtat 
Hopdeth poure may andlet him be withoute 
and ſhytte the doꝛe wle we be there aboute 
Pure prpuete that nomay vs aſppe 
whifes that we Woꝛke ty this philoſophy 
af as he badde fulfylled was in dede 
This ikke ſeruaunt anoꝝ oute pede 
und his mayſter ſhytte the doꝛe anoy 
Ind to theire faboure ſpedely they goon 
This preeſt at this curſed chanons byddyntz 
Vpon the fpre rigdt anon ſet this thyng 
and ble we the fyre and be ſped him fulle faſte 
Und this cha noh into the croſſelet caſt 
I poudre nat J neui Whezof it was 
p made of chalke of erthe oꝛ of glas 
©: ſom what etkes was nat woꝛth a fie 
Co blynde with this preeſt and badde hin hyt 
The cofes foꝛ to couche alle aboue 
fo: in tohenputt that the konne 
Quod this cha non. thyn hondes two 
Sal Werke af thyng that here ſhalbe do 
Gramercy quod this preeſt and was right (fads 
und couched the coles as the canon bade 
and vhile he beſp was. this feendly Wretche 
This fal ſe chanon the foule feende hin fetche 
Oute of his boſom tone a bechyn cole 
Jy bhiche ful ſubtelly was made ay hole 
and therin was put of ſylueꝛlympailt 
dy vnſe and ſtoppyd was withouten fayle 
Che hole with we y to hepe the lymayle i 
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And önderſtondeth that this falſe gyn 

was nat made there but it was made befoꝛe 
Andothez thyngtes that ij pou telle ſtiakmoze 
Herafteꝛ Whiche he with him brought 

Oꝛ he cam there him to begyle he tuought 

und ſo he dyd oꝛ that they pede atwpnne 

T pt he la doe ternyd him he coude nat twynne 
It dullyth me whan that g of lim ſpeke 

Of bis falſehede fapy wolde g me Wrehe 

f g wyſt hob but he is here and there 

He is ſo ba tiaunt he abydeth no Where 

But tahiti hede ſires foꝛ goddes loue 

Be tobe his cole of whiche g ſpate aboue 

And in his honde he bare it prpuetp 

and whites this preeſt couched beſily 
The cołes as ij pou tolde oꝛ this 

CThis cha noi ſapd frende pe doo amps 
This is nat couchyò as it outtht to be 
But ſone ſſhalle amende it quod he 
Nobb let me medle ther lwith but a while 
Foꝛ g haue of pou pyte bp ſeint ttple 

pe be rigijt hote g ſe hob ye ſwete 

Haue here a dote and Wppe aWep the wete 
und whites the preeſt wyped his face 

This chanoh tobe his core With ſoꝛy grace 
And leyde it aboue vpoy the mydwarde 

Of the croſſeket and blewe Wele after ward 
Cpt that the cokes gan faſt to brenne 

Nob pene vs drpnke quod the chanon thenne 
as ſwythe afſhafbe wele J vndertahe 

Syt we douy and let Bs mery make 

and whay this chanoy his bechyn cole 

Hadde brougtjte and the kymayle oute of the hole 
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Into the croſſefet it fyl anon doun 
and ſoit muſt nedes by rea ſon 
Sithen it ſo euyn aboue couched was 
put therof wyſt the preeſt nothyng altas 
He de md alle the cores lyche gode 
foꝛ of the ſuigit lie nothyng vnderſtode 
and whay this alkampft re ſa bbe his tyme 
Ryſe bp ſtr preeſt he ſayde and ſtond byme 
and foz 4 wote Wife ingot haue pe none 
Go walueth foꝛth ano brpnge th a chakuſtone 
vort wol make of it the ſame ſyappe 
That ay ingot is if it map bappe 
und örynge ehe with pou a botee 02 a pay"! 
Ful of water and pe ſyalie wi te ſe thanne 
Hob that oure he ſyneſſe ſhalt thrpue and preue 
und foꝛ pe ſyat haue nu ino myſbekeue 
Ne wrong eonceyt of me ty poure abſence 
wol nat be oute of pouz preſence 
But go with pou and come With you agayy 
Che chambre doze ſhoꝛtiy foꝛ to ſeyi 
They opened and ſhytte and Went theire wey 
Und foꝛth with them they toke the hey 
und cam apey withoute any defap 
What ſhotd q tar alte the long day 
f): tobe the chafte and ſhope it in a wyſe 
Of ay ingotte as) ſtat pou deupſe 
ſay he tohe oute of his 0Wne ſkeue 
A tepy of ſikuet euył mot he cheue 
Whtche that ne was but ay Vnce of wygßt 
Und tahiteh hede now of this curſed ſtittht 
te ſyope his ingot 19 lengith and iy brede 
Of this tepy withoutey any drede 
Do ſlighly that the preeſt it nat aſpyed 
0g 
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And iy his ſteue agayy he gan it hyde 
And from the fyte he toke vp the matere 
Aud ii the ingot tje put it Witt me ry che re 
Andinco thr watez veſſel he it caſt 

wan tijat him tyſt and bad the preeſt as faſt 
Lou What tue te is put in thpy honde and grope 
you ſhatt fynde tiere ſpłueꝛ as g hope 
w.)at deupl of helle ſholde it elles be 

D auyngof ſuuer ſpłue: is ſtr parde 

e put his honde ty and tohe Vp a tepy 

Of ſpine fpne and glade ty eucrp bepne 
Vlythe was this preeſt WHay he ſalbe it Was ſo 
Goddes beyſſyng andhis moders al ſo 

und aue hatlowes haue pe ſtr chanon 

S iyde this preeſt and g her mali ſoun 

out and pe bouche ſauf to teche it me 

(C916 nodte crafte and this ſubtekte 

bol be youre man th alle that euer J map 
Quo chic chanoy pet wol make aſſap 
Chef cogud tyme that pe map take hede 
nndy. cvperiety this at poure nede 
not bay aſſap ih mpy abſence 

T6053 etſcipłpne and tijis crafty ſcience 

Let ahe e notheꝛ Vnce quod he tho 

Of quycſiſoeꝛ Withoute woꝛdes mo 

And do er with as ye haue do oꝛ this 

with that othez whiche that noW ſpfue2 is 
Che preeſt him be ſyeth al that euir he cay 
To do as this chano thiscurſed may 
Comaunded him and faſt ble we the fyre 
Foz to come to the effecte of his deſpre 

And this cha no right ty this meane Whyle 
at redy was the preeſt foꝛ to begyle 
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and foꝛ countenaunce iy his honde bare 

gy hoło we ſtpche take kepe and be Ware 

Jy the ende of whiche ay Pnce and moꝛe 

Of ſpkue2 lymayle put as ſapde is bifoze 
was in his cole and ſtoppyd with we y welke 
ſoꝛ to hepe iy hiolymapte euer defe 

and whtce the preeſt Was in his Veſpneſſe 
This cha non with his ſtyche gay it dre ſſe 
To him anon and his poudrecaſtety 

ds he dyd erſt. the deupf oute of his ſhpy 
Him turne \prap to god for his falſehede 
ſoꝛ he Was cuir falſe ty thouggyte and dede 
And with his ſtyche aboue his ctoſſeket 
That was 02depned With that fafſe get 

He ſterpd the cokes tyl af refente beganne 
The we v ayenſt the fpre as euerp may 

But it a foot be Wote Wele it muſt nede 
Ind alle that in the ſtyche Was oute pede 
Ind in the croſſelet haſteky fel 

Nobb gode ſires what wol pe bet than wel 
hay that this preeſt was thus begyled aga y 
Suppoſyng nouttht but trouthe ſoth to ſapy 
he was ſoglade can nat eppreſſe 

no maneꝛhis myrthe and his gradneſſe 
And to the cha noh he profredeftſone 

Dody and gode. pe quod the cha non anon 
Though J be poure crafty thou ſhalt me fynde 
Iwbarne the wele yet id ther moꝛe behpnde 
s there any cope herin quod he 

ve quod the preeſt ſit q trobbe ther be 

Illes go bye Bs ſor and that as ſwpthe 
\)olb gode ſiꝛ go fozth thy wey and hythe 
Be Went 1s Wey and with his copyr LI 
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and the chanon in his honde it nam 

und of that copre fe weyd oute an bnce 

Nite to ſymple is my tonge to pronounce 

as to myniſtre of mp wytte the doubleneſſe 

Of this cha non rote of alle curſpdneſſe 

He ſemyd frendly to them that ane we him nongft 
But he was feendfy bothe ty herte and thouttit 
Jt werpett me to telle of his falſeneſſe 

And natheles yet wol hit expreſſe 

To tijat entint that men map be Ware ther by 
Aud fo: none other cauſe trulp 

Be put this vnce of copeꝛ ty his croſſeket 

und on the fyte as ſwythe he it ſet 

And caſt in poudre and made the preeſt to blowe 
und in his woꝛhyng foꝛ to ſtoupe owe 

as he oydere and al was but a iape 

Night as hin tpſt the preeſt he made his ape 
undafter iy the ingot he it caſt 

And ih the panne put it at the kaſt 

Of watez* and iy he put his owne hande 
And iy his ſteue as pe biforyhande 

Herd me tel and he hadde of ſifuez a tapy 

He ſtigtitp toke it oute this curſedheyn 

Vn wetyng of the preeſt of this falſe crafte 
And ih the pannes botom he it laft 

und iy the water rombleth to and fro 

und wondre pryuely he toke bp akſo 

The coppꝛ tepy nat hnoWpnft the preeſt 

und hydit and hün bent bp the breeſt 

And to him ſpate and thus he ſayd in fame 
Stoupeth adouy by god pe be to blame 
Helpe me now as ij dyd pou While ere 

Put iy poure hond and kokitſ What is there 
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This preeſt tohe vp this ſifuez tepy anooy 
und than ſayd the canoy let vs goon 

with the ſe thre teynes whiche that we haue wrontt5t 
To ſom goldſmyth to loke if they be oughte 
#02 by mp feptt) g nolde foꝛ myn hode 

But if they were ſylueꝛ fpne and good 

and that as ſwpthe preuyd tt ſhalbe 

Ynto the gold mytij with theſe tepnes th re 
They went and put theſe tepnes ty aſſap 
To fyre and hameꝛ mygijt no may ſap nap 
But that they were as them ougijt to be 

This ſottpd preeſt who was gladder than he 
was neuiꝛ bprde gladdeꝛ apenſt the dap 

Ne nyghtyngale in the ſeaſoy of may 

was neun n00) that beſt lyſt to ſyng 
Neladykuſtye ih carofpnit 

Or fo2 to ſpebe of loue 02 womanhede 

Ne hnyght in armes to done ay hardy de de 
To ſtonde iu grace of his lady dere 

Than hadde this preeſt this ſoꝛy craft to lert 
und to the chanon thus ſpahe he and ſepde 
That foꝛ tie toue of god that foꝛ vs at depd 
Indas,j map deſerue it vnto pon 

at ſat this recepte coſte tet me now 

By oure lady quod this chanon it is dere 

) Warne pou bele that ſaue Janda freze 
nglondcay no may it make 

No foꝛce quod he noW ſir foꝛ goddes ſahe 
what ſhat j pay teffe me J you pray 

bps quod he it ts fuk dere I ſay 

Sir at one woꝛde if ye lyſt it to haue 

pe ſhalle pap fourty pounde ſo god me ſane 
and nere the frendſ bip that ye dyd oꝛ this 


T be tale of the canons pemay 


To me ſyokde pe pape nomoze pWps 

Chis preeſt the ſumme of fourtp pounde anon 
Of nobtes fet and tone ther) euerichoon 

To tijis cha non foꝛ his ikhe recepte 

Alle his woꝛkyng was but fraude anddiſcepte 
Sir preeſt he ſapd g hepe to haue no loſſe 

Of my crafte foꝛ q wol kepe it cloſſe 

And as pe loue me hepe pe it ſecre 

Foz if men hnowe alle my ſubtette 

Dp god they wol de haut ſo grete enupe 

To me 6icauſe of mp phikoptipe 

4 ſtjotde be dede ttjer were none otheꝛ wey 

God foꝛbede quod the preeſt what pe ſap 

pet hadde gyueꝛ ſpende al the gode 

Wh iche that j haue oꝛ elles Were J Wode 

Than that pe ſhulde falle ty ſuche a myſchief 
Foꝛ poure gode Wylle ſir haue pe right gode preef 
Quod this cha non and fare wele graunt mercy 
und went his way and neuiꝛ the preeſt him ſe 
aftez that dap, and whan this preeſt ſhjolde 
Make aſſay at ſuctje tyme as he wolde 
Of this recepte fare wele it wol nat be 
Co thus Getaped and begyled was he 
Thus mahith he his introductioun 

To bryng folhe to theire diſtructioun 
Conſidreth ſires holb that ty eche eſtate 
Betwiyte mey and golde ther is deGate 
So ferfoꝛth that önnethes is there none 
This multiplipng bkpadeth ſo many one 
That in gode feyth g trowe thad it be 
The cauſe ftreteſt of ſuche ſcarſite 

Theſe philoſopßers ſpehey ſo myſtely 
Du this crafte that men cap nat come therhy 


The tale of the canons petay 


#02 any wytte that men map haue now a dafeg 
Thep may wele chate ry as dooy gapes 

and in theire ter mys ſettyn their luſt and pepy 
Hut to theire pu rpos ſhat they neuir attepr 
q man map ligitiy lerne if he haue ought 

To multiply. and bryng his ode to nouttft 
Co whiche a fucre is in this woꝛthy game 

à mannys mprthe it wok turne onto tframe 
and empte alſogrete and heuy purſes 

and matey fothe foz to purcyace curſes 

Of them that haue theire gode to them tent 

O fp foꝛ ſhame ttjo that haue be brent 

areas cay they nat fre the fpreshete 

pe tjat it bᷣſe ꝗ rede tqat ye it lete 

Leſt that ye (eſe at foꝛ bette thay ncuir iskate 
Muir to theyue Were to kong a date 

Chougi pe proffe cuir neui ſhal ye it fynde 
pe be as bolde as it bayerd the blynde 

That bfundreth fozth and parekcaſtith none 
He is as holde to rynne agaynſt a ſtone 

as foꝛ to go beſides in the wey 

So fare ye that multiply g fep 

that youre eyen can nat ſea rigßt 

Lobe that youre mynde lache nat his ſigßt 
#02 though that pe Coke right brode and ſtare 
pe ſhal wynne neut2 of that chaffare 

But Waſte alle that ye map rappe and renne 
withdra we the fyreleſt it to faſt brenne 
Medlith no moꝛe With that arte Jmene 

foꝛ if ye do pour thrifte is gone fulclene 
Und right as ſwythe 5 wyl pou telke here 
What philoſophers dyd iy this matere 

Lo thus ſayth Arnolde of the newe tony 
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As his roſary mahith menctouy 

Ne ſayth rigit thus witſjoutenj any łye 
Ther map no ma mercury moztefp 

But if it be with tits brothers hnowlettpnit 
Co hob that be whiche firſt ſapd this thynit 
Of ptitoſophers fadre was hermes 

He ſaytij ijobb that the dragon doutles 

Ne dieth nat but if that he be ſtapy 

with his brottez and that is foꝛ to ſepy 

Dp tte dragon Mercurp and none othez 

Ne önderſtondeth and brpmſtone be his brotheꝛ 
Chat oute of ſoł and kuna were y drawe 
und therfoꝛe ſayde je take hede to my ſalbe 
Cet no may beſp him this arte for to ſeche 
Lut he the entenctoy and the ſpeche 

Of phikoſophers vnderſtonde can 

And if he dohe isa fewde man 

ſoz this ſcience and this konnyng ſayd lie 
Js of the ſecrete of ſecretes parde 

afſo ther was a diſciple of plato 

Chat on a tyme ſayde his mayſteꝛ to 

as his hohe ſemoꝛ wol bere Wptnes 

und this was his demaunde in ſothfaſt nes 
Tel me the name of that prpue ſtone 

und plato aunſwerde vntohim anone 
Take the ſtone that Thitanes men na me 
Wuhiche is that quod he magnacia is the ſame 
Sapde plato pe ſiꝛ is it thus 

This is ignotum per ignocius 

what is magnacia gode ſir q you pray 

t is a wateꝛ that is made (j ſap 

Of elementes foure quod plato 

Tet me the rote gode ſiꝛ quod he tho 
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Ofthat water if it be poure Wptte 

ap nap quod pkato certepy that Inplle 
The phie o ſophers were ſwoꝛ ne euerichone 
That they ſhol de diſcoueꝛ it to none 
Ne in no hohe it Wrpte ty no manere 
#02 bn to god it is ſo leef and dere 
foꝛ e wol nat that it diſcoueryd be 
Sut Where it (pheti) to his depte 
hun to enſpire and eke bnto defende 
an that him lyheth lo this is the ende 
Chan conclude q <hus ſithey that god of heuyn 
Ne wol nat the philoſophers neuyn 
hob that a may ſtjak come vᷣnto this ſtone 
tede as foꝛ the beſt let it gone 
ſoꝛ wijo ſo makith god his aduerſary 
as foꝛ to woꝛke any thyng iy contrarp 
Of his wylle. neun ſtat he thrpue 
Though that he multipeye terme of his fpu} 
and there a poynte foꝛ endydis mp tale 
God ſende euery gode man bote of his baſe 
Here endith the tale of the chanons peman 
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Here bettpnnet{ the tale 
of the — of pliſyke 
t her was as tellith titus liupus 
a hnytzůt tlat clepyd was virgynpus 
fful filled of honoure and of woztlipnes 
and ſtronge of frendes and of richeſſe 


A doutttte2 fad this knptifit by his y 
No children tjadde he mo in al his pf 
ſfapre was this mapde of extellent beaute 
aboue euerp Witttt that mey mpttlit ſe 

Foz nature tjath Witt ſouerapy diligence 
fourmed her in ſo (trete exceflente 

as tthouttt ſhe wolde ſapkoh nature 
Thus can fourme and pepnte a creature 
wlan that me fyſt wo can me contrefete 
Ppttmafeoy nat though he foztte and bete 
Oꝛ graue 02 pepnte foꝛ J daz wete ſayy 
apeltes ʒanʒis ſijoſde Woꝛche in Bepy 

To graue 02 peynte 02 fotte oꝛ bete 
If tijep preſumed me tocountrefete 

ffoꝛ he that is the four mourt principaſte 
Natt made me his bpcare generalle 

To fourme and pepnte ertlifp creatures 
Right as me lyſt for alle thyng in mycure is 
Vndre the mone that may wane and wave 
und foꝛ mp Werke nothyng wol gave 

My loꝛde and J be fully of accoꝛde 

J made ger to tle Wozſtjippe of my fozde 
So dog alle mpy other creatures 

Sf what colou res they he 02 What figures 
Thus ſempth me that nature wolde ſap 


This mayde was of twelue pere age and twey 
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y ſiche that nature had ſuche dekyte 

#02 ritt{}t as he can peynte a kplp White 
und rody as a roſe with ſuche peynture 
She pepnted ha th this noble creature 

Or ſhe was 6024 bpoy her lymes fre 
where as by right ſuche coloures ſtjolde be 
and phe bus dyde had his dreſſes grete 
erbe to the ſtremps of his burnyng hete 
and if that excellent Was her beate 

a thouſand folde moꝛe bertuous Was ſhe 
jybez ne lach ith nocondictousy 

That is to pryſe as by diſcreaouy 

as Wile 19 body as i gooſt chaſte Was ſhe 
Fo: Whiche fhe fkozed19 birgynite 

wit) alle humpctte and abſcynence 

With alle atemperaunce and pacience 

with meſure che and beryng of arap 
Diſcre te ſhe was ih aunſweryng allbey 
Die was as Wpſe as pallas dare g ſepy 
Her facunde eke fuk womanly and pleyn 
{lone countrefetpd termes hadde ſhe 
Coſeme Wpſe but after her dettre 

Ohe ſpahe and alle her Woꝛdes moze andleſſe 
Holbnyng ih bertue and in gentpkneſſe 
Shame faſt ſhe was in maydens ſhamefaſtneſſe 
Conſtant iy herte and euir in beſpneſſe 
Codrpue hez oute of ydle ſlogardye 
Bacus hadde of ez mouthe nomaiſtrpe 
ſoꝛ wyne and youthe doth venus encreſe 
ds men in fyre wol caſt oyle 02 grece 

und of hez owne bertue nconſtreyned 
Ole hath ful ofte tymes her ſche feyned 
Foꝛ that ſhe wolde fle the company 881 
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where lyhely Was to tretcy of folp 

ds is at feſtes reueties and daunces 

That been occa ſioune of daliaunces 
Suche thynges make children foꝛ to be 

To ſone rype and bofde as mey map ſec 

wi iche is ful pa rlous and hath becy poꝛe 
ſor alle to ſone may ſhe lerne the loꝛe 

Of boldneſſe way ſte is we xey a wyf 
And ye maſt teſſes in poure olde lyf 

That toꝛdes doughters haue 19 gouernaunte 
Ne tabith of my woꝛdes no diſpleſaunce 
Thpnke that yt beey ſet ty gouernynges 
O ttozdes doughters only foꝛ two thpnttes 
the ꝛ foꝛ to haue hept poure honeſty 

Oꝛ elles ye haue falle iy freelte 

And hnowe wele pnoutt!) the olde daunce 
And haue foꝛ ſabe fully myſchaunce 

ſoz euirmoꝛe, therfoꝛe for criſtes ſahe 

To teche them de rtue lobe that ye nat ſlake 
a theef of Venpſouy that hath foꝛlaft 

His licoureſneſſe and his olde crafte 

Cay hepe a foꝛeſt beſt of any may 

Nob hepe them wele foꝛ and pe Wol ye can 
Cohett) wele to no Vpce that ye aſſent 

Ceſt pe da mpned be foꝛ youre euyl entent 
ffoꝛ who ſo doth a traytoure is certapy 

And takith hede of that J ſhalle ſepy 

Of alle treaſon ſoucrap) peſtilence 

s Whay a wifttht betrapeth innocence 

pe faders and pe moders ehe afſo 

Thoutt5 pe haue children be it one 02 mo 
youre is the charge of alle theire ſurneyaunce 
Whites they been bndre poure gonernaunce 
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Beware if by enſampkes of youꝛ kpupntt 
Oꝛ bp poure neglegence in chaſtpſyng 
That they ne peryſſhe foꝛ g dare Wife ſep 
If that they do pe ſhal it dere abe pe 
Vndre a ſhipherde ſoft and negtegent 
The wolf hath many a ſtepe andfambe to rent 
Suffiſeth enſamples pnough as here 
Foz J muſt turne apey to my mate re 
This mayde of which q terte expre ſe 
She hept her ſelf ſtje nedpd no mayſt reſſe 
ſoꝛ in her lyuyng mapdens myght rede 
ds in a hohe eue ry gode Woꝛd ty dede 
That longith to a mayde bertuous 
Yie was ſoprudent and ſobountcous 
For whiche the fame oute ſprong oy euery ſyde 
Bothe of ez bounte and of her Beaute wyde 
That througß the konde they pryſe her echone 
That loued Bertue ſaue enuy atone 
That ſoꝛy is of othez mennx s were 
Ind glade is of his ſoꝛolbe and önhele 
This doctoure mahith this diſcripcioun 
This mapde on a dap went to the tou 
Tobbarde the tempte with her modre dere 
ds is of yong mapdens the manere 
p was there a iuſtice ty the toun 
That gauernoure was of that regions 
And ſo befyl this iuge his epy caſt 
Ppon this mapde auy ſyng her ful faſt 
as ſhe camfoꝛth by there the inge ſtode 
Anone his herte chaunged and his mode 
Jo was ße can{t5t with beaute of this mayde 
— to him ſelf ful prpuety he ſapde 
Cſis mapde ſhalbe myn for any man 
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The take of the doctoure of phiſpke 


Anone the feende intohisherte ray 

and taughte him ſodenly by What ſkittht 
The mayden tohis purpos Þpnne he mpttht 
ſor certts by no foꝛce ne by no mede 

him thoutth te he was nat able foꝛ to ſpede 
Foꝛ ſtje was ſt ronge of frendes and che ſhe 
Con fermyd was in ſuche ſoue rah beaute 
That wele he wyſt be mygut her nat wynne 
As foꝛ to mabe hez With her body to ſynne 
Foꝛ whiche with grete detiberaciouy 

Be ſent after a chozix Was ih the toun 

The whiche he hne We ful ſubtckand ful bolde 
This iuge vnto this choꝛte his tale hath tolde 
41 ſecrete wyſe and made him to aſſure 

He ſſholde telle it to nocreatute 

And if he dyd he ſholde ke ſe his hede 

Whay aſſentyd was this curſed dede 

Slade was the iuge and made glade chere 
And paue him yeftes precious and dere 
whan ſhapen was al this conſpiracy 

From poynte to poynte how that his lycſery 
Par four med ſhoło be fuk ſubeek(p 

as pe ſhjalle here it aftez alle openly 

Home goth this cole that higttit ckaudyus 
This fatſe iuge that hight Appius 

So was his name foꝛ it is no fable 

But hnoWey foꝛ ay hiſtoꝛpat᷑ thyng notable 
The ſentence of it ſoth is oute of doute 
This fal ſe iuge goth noW faſt aboute 

To haſten his delyte alle that he map 

und ſo befyl ſone after oy a day 

This falſe iuge as teffith bs the ſtoꝛy 

do he was wont ſat in lis con ſiſtoꝛy 
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Te tale of the doctoure of phiſphe 


and paue his domes vᷣpoy ſondrp caas 

Tijis falſe choꝛte cam forth a ful grete paas 

Ind ſayd loꝛd if it be poure Wpſke 

as doth me right pon mp pptous bylle ] 

h whiche  ptepne vpoy virffinpas 

and if he wol ſay it is nat thus 

|wpl preue it and fpnde gode Wptneſſe 

Chat ſoth is that mp bylle wol expreſſe 

Che iuge aunſwerd of this in his abſence 

may nat yeue diffinyte ſentence 

Lete do calle him and 5 wok gladly here 

Thou ſhatt haue right and no wrong here 

Dirginyus can to here the iuſtice Wylle 

und right anone was redde this curſed bpſle 

The ſentence was therof as pe ſhal here 

Co you imp loꝛd 4pppus ſo dere 

She with youre poure ſeruaunt Clandins 

ho that a hnpytt callyd virginpus 

dye nſt the la we and ayenſt alle cqupte 

Holdith e vpreſſe apenſt the wpl of me 

Py ſeruaunt. whiche that is my th rale Hp rittht 

Whiche from mp1 houſe was ſtotey oy a nptiht 

Whites ſtje was fulle yong J Wok it preue 

by Uytnesloꝛd ſo that ye nat greue 

Oe nys nat his doutthter what ſo he ſay 

e rfoꝛe my loꝛde tuſtice q you pray 

heide me my thralle if it be youre Wylle 

Lothis was alle the ſentence of this bylle 

Dirginyus gay Spoy the choꝛle beholde 

But haſtely oz he his tale tolde 

He Wolde a defendpd it as ſholde a hnyttht 

and hy wytneſſe of manp a trewe Wight 

That alle was falſe that ſapdbis aduer ſarp 
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The take of the doctoure of pb! 


This curſed iutze wolde no kenttez tarp 
Ne here a woꝛde moꝛe of birigynpus 
But paue his iuge ment and ſapde thus 
de me anone this choꝛle his ſeruaunt haue 
Chou ſhatt no lengere in thy hou ſe her ſaue 
Go fette hez foꝛth and put her ty oure warde 
This choꝛle ſhaft haue his thralfe thus q a warde 
and wah this woꝛthy hnp (ht birginxus 

Tt brough ſentence of the iuge Appius 

Auſt by fozce his deri doughter peuyy 
Vnto the iuge in lyche ry to ly uen 

He goth him home and ſet him in his hakle 
uno bete anone his dere donghtez calle 

àud with a face ded as aſſijes colde 

Vpon her humble face he gan beholde 

with faders pyte ſtpchpng through hig herte 
at wot he nat from his purpos conuerte 
Ooutthtez quod he virginea by the name 
Cher beey two weyes other de th 02 ſha me | 
Chat thou muſt ſuffre allas that q was boꝛe I 
For neutr thou deferupſt wherfoze 

To dye with a ſwerde oꝛ with a knpf 

O dere doußhter whiche that alle my lyf 

haue foſtrpd vp with ſuche pleſaunce 

That ttjou ne were outt of my remembraunce 

O doutttjter wh iche that my kaſt wo 5 

And in my lyf my laſt top alſo 

O gemme ofchaſtite iy pactence 

Tahe thou thy deth foꝛ this is mp ſentence 

Foꝛ (oue and nat for hate thou muſt be de de 

Mp pytous honde muſt ſmyte of thy hede 

actas that cuir Appyus ttje ſep 

Thus hatij he iuged the to day 
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The tale of the doctoure of phiſphe 


und tolde heꝛ al the caas as pe bifoꝛe 

Haue herd it nedith to telle it no moꝛe 

O mercy dere fadre quod the mapde 

and Witt) that woꝛde ſtje bottje her armes leyd 
a6oute his neche as ſhe was wont to do 

Che terps braſt out of her epen two 

and ſapd gode fadre ſhal i dye 

s ther no grace is ther no remedp 

My eertis 0ere doughter myn quod he 

Cyay peue me tene fader mpy quod ſhe 

My deth to comprepne a lptelt ſpace 

#02 parde gepte pane his doutthter grace 

#02 tocompkepne oz he her ſow allas 

and god it wote nothyng washer treſpas 
But that ſhe ran her fader foꝛ to ſe 

Co welcome him with grete ſolempnite 

und with that woꝛde ſhe fyl a ſwoune anooh 
and after: whan her ſwounyng was agone 
She ryſeth dp and to heꝛ fadeꝛ ſayde 
blyſſed be god that g ſhalte dye a mayde 
pef me m deth 02 that J haue a ſhame 

Doth with youre childe poure wykle a goddes name 
Ind with that woꝛd ſhe prapeth ful ofte 
Chat with his ſ werde he ſholde ſmpte ſofte 
Und with that wozde a ſwoun doune ſhe fyl 
Heꝛ fader with a ſoꝛoufulle herte and Wylle 
Her hede of ſmote and hy the top it hent 

Ind to the iuge he yaue it in preſent 

is he ſat yet in dome in in con ſiſtoꝛy 

Whay that the iuge it ſawe as ſapth the ſtorp 
He badde take him and hantze him aſſo faſt 
Dut right anone alle the people in thraſte 
Co ſaue the hnygght foꝛ routhe and foꝛ pyte 
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ffoz hnoWey was the fals iniquyte 

The people anon hadde ſuſpecte in this thyng 
By mane? of this chozles chalengyng 

That it was by aſſent of Appius 
They wyſt wele that he was lecherous 
Foꝛtij with vᷣnto this appius they gone 
und caſt him in pryſoy and that anone 
where as he ſkoW him ſelf and claudpus 
That ſeruaunt was vnto this Appius 
Was dempd fox to be hanged vᷣpon a tre 
But birgynups of tis grete pyte 
So praped fox him that he was e xiled 
And elles certis hadde he be begyled 
The te menaunt were honged voth moꝛe and leſſe 
Chat conſentyd Were to this curſedneſſe 
Bere map pe ſehoW ſynne hath his merpte 
De Ware foꝛ no mah wote how god wol ſmyte 
Ju no degre ne in no mancz Wpſe 
Che Wwoꝛ me of conſcience map pnoutth attttryſe 
Of wycked lyf though it ſo prpue be 
That no mah wote of but god and he 
Whether that he be fewde may oz ferpd 
He noot hoW ſone he map be aferpd 
The rfoꝛe gj rede you this councepk take 
ſoz ſahe ſynne oꝛ ſpnne pou fozſake 


Bere endith the phiſicyens tale 
und begynneth the woꝛdes of the hooſt 


0 Hee booſt gan ſwere as he were Wode 
aroW quod he by nayles and by blode 

This was a fals theef a curſed iuſtyſe 

as ſjamefulte deth as erte cay deuyſe 
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The prologue of the Pardonere 


Come to thiſe fals iuges and theire aduocates 
aftas this ſely mayde is ſtapy allas 
Alas to dere aboughte ſte her Beaute 
wier foꝛe g ſay tłat alle men map ſe 
That peftes of foꝛtune and of nature 
Been cauſe of deth of many a creature 
her beaute was her deth q dar Wele ſepy 
attas ſo pytouſkp as ſhe was ſtapy 
But herof Wot z nat procede as no\Þ 
Men haue ful ofte moze harme thay prot» 
but truly mpy oWne mapſter dere 
Chis is a pptous tale foꝛ to he re 
But meuirtljeleſſe paſſe ouir is no force 
pray to god ſo ſaue thy gentyt coꝛps 
und thyn vrynates and toy iourdepns 
Thpy ppocras and ehe thy galiens 
andenerp bõoyſt fulfe of fectuarp 
God bliſſe them al andourc Lady ſeint mary 
So moot \ſ the thou art a propp2 man 
And lyhe a prefate by ſeint dampay 
Thou haſt ſpoke pnoutth jJcay nat ſep iy terme 
Dut Wete j wote thou mabpſt mp herte toerne 
That q̃ almooſt haue caught a cardpacke 
Dp coꝛpus dominus but if J haue tryacle 
Oꝛeltes a draughte of coꝛny moyſt y ale 
Or but z here anoy a me ry tale 
My herte is loſt foꝛ pyte of this mayde 
Thou bela my thou ohn pardonere he ſayd 
Tel bs ſom myrthes 02 tapes right anooy 
t ſharge do he ſapde by ſeint Runyon 
But firſt quod he here at this ale ſtake 
bc bothe drpnhe and ete of a cake 
But right anoon theſe gentylles began tocry 


The prologue of tke Pardoneꝛ 


Napſet him telle Bs of no rebaudrpe 

Tel bs ſony moꝛalle thyng that we map kere 
Som wpt and than wol we (tfadefp here 
graunte ywys quod ſee but g muſt thpnhe 
Vpoy ſony honeſt thyng whites that J drynke 


Bere endith the woꝛdes of the hooſt 
uud begynneth the pardoners prologue 


fe Ozxdpnttesquodhe iy chirche Way J preche 
peyne me to haue ay hauntey ſpeche 

And rynge it oute as rounde as goth a belle 

Jj:02 Jcay oy rote alte that 5 tełłe 

My teme is eur one andatWwey was 

Hadixomnium mafozun eſt cupiditas 

ſirſt g pronounce Wljens that come 

a ud thai my byffes ſtiewe gj alle and ſome 

£54.” uege tozors ſeare on my patent 

Chat ſtjewe g firſt my body to warzent 

Chat no may be ſo bolde ne preeſt nec{erhe 

Me to diſt roube of criſtes holp werke 

And after that tetłe i foꝛth my tales 

Vulles of popes andcardpnakes 

Of patriarhes and byſſhoppesh ſhewe 

And in latyy h ſpehe woꝛdes a felve 

To ſaffroꝝ with mp pre dicacioun 

And foꝛ to ſtere meh to deuoctony 

henne ſhe we g foꝛth my kontz criſtalle ſtones 

ꝓcra mmed in cłoutes fulle of bones 

Relykes they been as wene they echone 

Thay haue q iyłatoy a ſhokder Gone 

Wh iche that was of an holy ie wys ſhepe 

Gode men ſap take of mp wozdes kepe 
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The profottue'of the Pardonere 


that this 6ooy be waſſhe in any welle. 

f hobb 02 calf ſhepe 02 ov ſwekke 

That any Wozme hath ete oꝛ him ſtong 

Take Watez of this welle and waſſhe his tonge 
and it is ſſole anone, and ferthermoze 

Of poches and of ſcabbes and eue ry ſoꝛe 
Hhalke euerp ſhepe be hole that of this Welle 
Drynheth a drauctht take 2epe of that J tele 
that the gode may that the beſtes oWpth 

wol tue ry wetze 02 that the cok croWpth 
faſtynt drpulke of this welle a drauttlte 

as that dot y t We cure etders tanttlhte 

His beſtes and his ſtoꝛe ſhal multiply 

And ſires atſo it hetyth wrouſpe 

and thou) a mah be falcen ih ickous rage 

Let make with echis water his potatte 

And neuir ſhal ge moꝛe his Wyf myſtryſte 
Though he in ſoth the de faute by heꝛ Wyſt 

Ac hadde ſje tahe preſt ys two 02 thre 

Here is a metapy che tqat ye map ſe 

He that his honoe Wot put ty this meteyn 

He ſhaft haue mul tipliyng of bis grayn 

lbqan he hath ſowey be it Whete 02 otps 

So that he off re pens 02 elles grotys 

Oode men and women one thyng warne J you 
any wygzt be ty the chirche now 

That hath done ſynne ſo oꝛtible that he 

Dar nat foꝛ ſ.Jame ſhrpuen be 

Oꝛ any woman be ſhe yong 02 olde 
That hath y made heꝛ hu ſbonde coheolde 
Suche folhe ſhalle haue no powe2 ne grace 
To offre to my refptes in this place 

and who ſo fyndeth them oute of ſuche blame 
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Lompth bp and offre iy goddes name 

And Jaſſopke them bp the auctozite 

Suche as bp bulle was graunted to me 

Dy this gaude haue J wonne manp a pere 
du hundred marke ſattjey g was pardonere 
Jjtond phe a cferhe ih my pulpet 

und whaytewde people be doun y ſet 
preche ſo as ye haue herd bifoꝛe 

And telte ay hundred falſe tapes moze 

CThay peyne q me to ſtretche foꝛth my neche 
4ndeſt and weſt vpoy the people J becke 
as dott} a doue ſyttyng Vpoz a berne 

My hondes and mp tonge goth ſo perne 
That it is ioye to ſe mp beſpneſſe 

Df anuarir andof ſuche curſydneſſe 

s alle mp prechyng to make them fre 

To ycue theire pens and namely onto me 
fo: my entent is nat but foꝛ to Wpnne 
And nothyng for cozricttouy of ſpnne 
Jreche nat w hay that they be berped 
Though theire ſoułes gone a blaheberied 
foꝛ certis fulie many a predicactouy 
Hownptb ofte tpme of eupt entencioun 
Som foꝛ pleſaunce of fokte and foꝛ flatery 
To been anaunſed bp ppocrpſp 

and ſom foꝛ vepne gloꝛye aud ſom ſoꝛ hate 
foꝛ han dare not otheꝛ Wepes debate 
Thay wol ſtyng them with mp tong ſmert 
In prechyng ſo that they ſhalle nat aſtert 
To be diffamed falſely if that he 

Bath tre ſpaced ottjez to my brethery/o2 to me 
Foz though j tele nat this propre name de | 
Men ſhalle wele knoWe that it is the ſame 
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The prologue of the Pardonere 


By ſpnes 02 bp otfercircumſtaunces 

Thus qupte j fokhe that dott vs diſpteaſannces 
Thus ſpptte q oute mp benym öndre fewe 
Of holyneſſe to ſeme holy and tree 

Hut ſhoꝛtly mpy entent g wok deuyſe 
Jprecije of no thyng but of couetyſe 
Cherfoꝛe my tea me is and eur was 

Radiv omnium maloꝛum eſt cupiditas 
Thus gay preche the ſame vpce 

Co ſuche as be Vſpnit the ſpnne of auarice 
but though mp ſelf ve gyrty in that ſynne 
pet can q make other fothe tot Wpnne 

from auarice, and ſoꝛe them to repente 

But that is nat my pryncipalkeentente 
Jpreche no thyng but foꝛ couetyſe 

Of this matere it ouſcht pnoutth ſuffiſe 
Thau tefce q them enſampler many oon 

Of olde ſtoꝛyes long tyme agoon 

#02 le lwwde people Cone tales otoe 

whiche thynges cay they Wele re poꝛte and holde 
What trow pe Whites that map preche 

Ind foꝛ to wynne golde and ſpt1tc2 fo2 to teche 
That q wol lyue ty pouert wyc fully 

My nap Incuir though te it truiy 

foꝛ q wol preche and begge ty ſondry kondes 
byk nat do nofaboure with myy hondes 
Ne make Gaſhettes and lyue therby 

Bicauſe J wolle nat begge ydelly 

wolle none of the appoſtefescountrefete 
bol haue money. Wole che ſe aud Whete 

Ale were it yeuen of the poureſt page 

Or of the poureſt WpdoWwe ty a vylla ge 

a ſholde her children ſterue for fampy 


— nn PER COn” 


Toe prologue of the Pardonez 


Nay J wol drpnle the kicoure of the wyn 

And haue a iofy wenche in euery toun 

But he ru neth loꝛdynges in conckuſioun 

youre lyhyng is that 5 muſt telle a tale 

Now j haue dronhe a draugßte of coznp ale 
Dy god hope q ſhalłe tet pou a thynt 

That ſhaffe 6p rea ſon be at youre fphpntt 

For thontt5 mp ſelf be a ful Byctou ſe may 

A mozaſte tale pet j you telle cay 

whiche gam wont foz to preche and alſo wynne 
Nobb foſde youre peas mp tak: J wol begynne 


Here endith the pardoners prokottue 
And begynneth his tale 
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The tale of the Poardonez 


pere as with harpes kutes and gyternes 
They daunce and pley at the dyce both day 2 npttbt 
andetpy alſo and drpnkey aboue their mpttft 
Thrutth wh iche they done the deupk ſacrifice 
iti iu the deuylles temple iy curſed wyſe 
The ſuperffuytees abhomynable ; 
Cheire othes be ſo grete and ſodanpnable 
That it is gryſely foꝛ to here them ſWwere 
Qure blyſſed koꝛdes body they to tere 

Ther thought the ie wys rent him nat pron{t5 
and eche of them at others ſynne foutth 

and right anone cam ty the tombleſterys 
ſetps and ſmale and pong fruteſterys 
Hpacters with harpes 6a wdes Wafre2ps 
duche as been berzp the deuylles office rys 
Tobpndee and blobbe the fpres of lyche ꝛy 
That is anne ved Vnto glotony 

Che holy Wryte take J to Wptneſſe 

Chat lychery is in wyne and iy dronkeueſſe 
co hold that dronkpy loth vbnhyndely 

£ap bp his doutthters two bn wetyngey 

Ho dronke he was he nyſt what fe wronttht 
und the rfoꝛe ſoꝛe repente him ougbt 

herodis who ſo wyl the ſtoꝛyesſeche 

Chere map ye lerne and by enſampke teche 
ban e of Uyne was repkete at the feſt 
hig jt at his owne table yaue his heeſt 

To ſte the baptyſt john ful gyltles 

Zencize ſayth ehe gode woꝛdes doutles 

he ſapth he can no difference fynde 

Detwix a may that is oute of is mynde 
Inda man Whiche that is dronblewe 

but that wodenes fallen in a ſirebbe 
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The tale of the Pardonez 


Perſeueretſj kengere thay doth dronkneſſe 
£Dute glotonp ful of curſedneſſe 

O cauſe firſt of oure con fuſioun 

O oꝛigpnalle ſpnne of oure dampnaciouy 

yl criſte hadde bought Bs with his blode agayn 
Co hob dere ſhoꝛtly foꝛ to ſepy 

a bout was this curſed vekonp 

Coꝛrupte was al this woꝛlde throutth glotony 
adam oure fozy fadre and his wyf al ſo 

Fro paradiſe to laboure and to Wo 
were dreuyn foꝛ that Vpce it is no drede 
j*02 Whites that Adam faſt d ash rede 
He Was ty paradiſe and Wtjay that he 
te of the frute defended on the tre 
none he was oute caſt to woo and pepne 

O glotony 09 the ought vs weke to plepne 

O wpſt a may how many maledies 

J:otowe of evceſſe and of glotonyes 

He ſholde be the moꝛe meſurable 

Of his dpette ſpttpntt at his table 

aitas the ſhoꝛte throte the tendre mouthe 
Mahith that eſt and weſt noztt and ſouthe 

y erthe 11) eyre ty water mey to ſwynhe 

To gete a ttfotoy deynte mete anddrpnke 
poule of this mate re Wete canſt thou entrete 
Mete vnto wombe and wombe ehe Bnto mete 
Sbal god diſtrope bothe as poule ſeyth 

Alt as a foule thyng it is by feyth 

To ſap this Woꝛde and ſouleꝛ is the dede 

Whay men ſo drynhith of the whpte and rede 
That of his th rote he mahith his pryue 
Throntth that curſed ſuperflupte 

The appoſtet weppntt ſaptlj ful pptouſtp 
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Ther waſhyy many of Whictje pou tolde haue) 
J ſap it noW wepyng with pptous vopee 
Chat thep been enpmeps of criſtes cropce 
Of whiche the ende is deth wombe is their god 
O wombe o bely o ſtynkyng cod 
fulfylled of donge and of coꝛrupcioun 
at eyther ende of the foule is the ſouy 
How grete coſt and laboure is the to fynde 
Chee cohes. how thep ſtampe ſtrepne and grynde 
and turne ſubſtaunce into accident 
Co fue fylle afce thy lycoꝛous talent 
Oute of the harde boneshnokey they 
Che mary foz they caſt naught a wey 
Chat may go throuttt) the goret ſoft and ſote 
Of ſpicery of leuys Vbarke and rote 
Hhat be his ſauſe p made bp defpte 
Co mahe him peta nebbe appetpte 
But certes he that haunteth ſuche delices 
s de de Whites that he lyueth ih the byces 
dtyche rous thyng is wyne. and dronknes 
js fut of ſtryuyng and of Wrechidnes 
O dronhey may diſfictured in thy face 
Soute is tijy brettje foute art thou to enbrace 
Ind through thy dronkey noſe ſolbneth thy ſoun 
as though thou ſapdeſt ap ſampſoy ſampſon 
Ind pet god wote ſamp ſon dranke neuir no wyne 
Thou facrpſt as it were a ſtyched ſwyne 
Chr tong isfoſt and alle thyy honeſt cure 
ſor dronkneſſe is ber zy ſepulture 
Of mannps Wytte and his diſcrecioun 
Y W!jory that drynke hath dominactiou! 
ela no counſeyl hepe it is no drede 
VNobb ke pe you fro the White and fro the rede 
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Namefy fro the whpte wpne of lepe 

That is to ſckke in brydge ſtrete 02 in chepe 

This wyne of ſpayne crepith ſubtelly 

n otfez Wpnes (ftroWpnit faſt by 

Of whiche ther riſeth ſuche fumoſite 

That whay a may hath dronhe draughtesthre 

And wenyth that he be at home iy che pe 

Ne is in ſpapne ritttht at the toy of lepe 

Nat at roche ne at burden tour 

and thay wol he ſap ſampſouh ſampſouy 

But herhneth kloꝛdynges one Woꝛde g yon pray 

Chat alte the ſouerapne actes dar ij ſay 

Of victozpes ty the olde teſtament 

Ch rough verzp god that is omnipotent 

We re dooy ih abſtynence and iy prapez 

Cohith the bpbte and there pe map it lere 

Cohith Attptka the grete conqueroure 

Dyed inhis ſtepe with ſha me and diſhonoure 

Vle dyng ay at his noſe in dronhnecſſe 

d capdeyne ſholde lyue ty ſobirneſſe 

And ouir alie this aupſe you right wele 

what was comaunded bntolamucke 

Nat ſamuel but la muet ſap g 

edith ehe byble and fynde it expreſſely 

Of wyne peupntt to them that haue inſtice 

Nomoꝛe of this foꝛ it map ſuffice 

a Md nob that haue ſpoke of glotony 
Now wol gde fende pou haſardry 

Ba ſardry is Verzp modre of leſynges 

And of diſcepte andcurſed ſwerynges | 

Btlaſphemye of criſte man ſlaughteꝛ and waſte aſſo 

Of catef and of tyme and ferthermo | 

It is repreef andcontrarp of honoure | 
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#02 to be holden a comoy ha ſardoure 

and euir the higher that he is in eſtate 

Che moe he is holden de ſolate 

5f that a prynce vᷣſe haſardry 

y alle gouernaunce and alle policpe 

He is as by comoy opunpoy 

y holde the la ſſe in re putacioun 

Stylbone that was holde a wyſe enbaſſedoure 
was ſent into coꝛynthe With grete honoure 
ſfro calidoy to make them alllaunce 

and whan he cam him happpo this chaunce 
That alle the greteſt that were of that Conde 
Pleyntz at the ha ſard he them fonde 

j'02 Whiche as ſone as that it mygit be 

He ſtake him home apey to his countre 

und ſapde there wyl g nat («ſe mp name 
wol nat take oy me ſo grete defame 

you foꝛ aliye to none ha ſardouro 

Hendith other Wpſe enbaſſadoures 

ſor by my trouthe me Were lyuer dye 

Than j you to ha ſardoures ſtyotde alłye 

for pe that been ſo gloꝛious iy honoures 
Shalle nat alye you to nohaſardoures 

ds by my Wpffe ne as by inp tic tye 

To this wyſe philoſophe thus ſayd he 
Lohe che thou to the bhyng demetrpus 

The hyng of parthes as tte hohe Hayat vs 
Send him a pepre of dpce of golde in ſcoꝛne 
foꝛ he hadde Sſed haſarde ther bifoꝛn 

ſoꝛ Whiche he helde his gloꝛy and his reuoun 
at no value oz reputacioun 

Coꝛdes myght fynde othermaneꝛ pley 
Boneſt ynoug ij to drpue the day abep | 
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n MDW wot ſpeke of othes falſe and grete 
a woꝛde oꝛ two as manp bohes trete 

Grete ſweryng is a thyng abhomynable 

And falſe ſweryng is a tuyng moꝛe reprouable 

The hjigi god foꝛbade ſweryng at alle 

wytneſſe of Mathe lb but 19 ſpeciałle 

Of ſweryng ſayth holy geromy 

Thou ſhjatt ſwere ſothj thy) othes and nat kye 

Vut ſWere ih dome and ih right wyſneſſe 

But ydel ſweryng is a curſydneſſe 

Beholde and ſe that in tye firſt ta bie 

Of the high goddes heſt is honourable 

Hob that the ſeconde heeſt of him is this 

Take nat mp name iy del neſſe amps 

Co rattjc2 he foꝛbedith ſuche ſweryng 

Than homycide oꝛ any othez curſed thyng 

4 ſap as bp oꝛdre thus it ſtondith 

This knobe they that his hee ſtys Lnderſtondeth 

ob that ttje ſeconde heeſt of god is that 

Und ferttermoze J wol the telle at plat 

That vbengeaunce ſhalle nat parte from the houſe 

That of his othes is to outrageous 

Ey by goddes precious hert and his napfes 

und by the blode of criſte that in haykes 

Seupn is mp chaunce and thpy is ſpnke and trey 

Ey goddes armes if thou falſty pley 

This daggaꝛ ſhalle through thpy herte go 

This frupte comyth of the beched bones two 

Foꝛſweryng ire falſneſſe and homycide 

Nob fo tije fone of criſte that foꝛ vs deyde 

Letyth poure othes Bothe grete and ſmake 

ſox criſtes ſake and herhneth mp tale 

Theſe rpottouzes thre of Whiche J telle 
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Contt 02 to pryme were rong any helle 

were ſet them iy a tauerne todrpnhe 

and as they ſat they herd a belle ckynhe 

Di foꝛe a coꝛs Were caried to his ffraue 

That one of them gay calle to his knaue 

Go bet quod he and a xe redily 

what coꝛps ts this that paſſeth forth hye 

and kohe that thon reporte his name weke 

Sir quod the Hop it nedith neuir a dele 

t Was me tol de 02 ye cam here two oures 

Be was parde ay olde fetoWe of pores 

at ſodentp was he ſcapy to npttift 

C02 dronhe as he ſat oh his benche vpritthe 

Ther cam a pryuy thief mey ckepe dett) 

That in this countre atle the people fleth 

und with his ſpere he ſmote his herte atwo 

und went his wey Withoute Wozdes moo 

He hath a thouſand ſleyythis peſtilence 

and mayſteꝛ 02 pe come ih his preſence 

Ne thpnheth £t were neceſſarp 

#02 to be Ware of ſucheay aduerſaty 

Deth is redp foꝛ to mete him euirnoꝛe 

Thus taucht me mp dame ſap no moze 

I ſetnt mary ſapdthis tauernere 

The childe ſapthſoth foꝛ he hath this pere 

Hens ouir a mpke ſkepy in a grete Lpkatte 

Bothe may andwomay childe hyne and page 

trowe hishabitacionu be there 

Co he auyſed grete wpſdome it Were 

Orthat he dyd a may a diſhononr” 

e goddes armes ſapde this rpottoure 

J91t ſuch peryl with him for to mete 

halle hin ſche by wey and ehe bo ſttete 
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J ſhake him ſte by ffoddes digne bones 
Herhpy felowes We be th re alle onps 
Cet eche of bs become others brottjez 

And eche of vs holde bp his honde to other 
And we wol ſte this traptoure deth 

He ſtal be ſkapy he that ſo many ſkett 
Hy goddes dignyte 02 it be ny(t1t 

To gydder haue the ſe tire theire trouthes plight 
Totpue and dy eche of them with othez 

as thougij he Were his olbne boꝛne brother 
And vp ttjep ſtert alle dronke ty this rage 
And foꝛtij they gone toward that vyllage 
Of whiche the tauernez hath ſpoke bifozy 
And many a ttryſky othe haue they \Wozy 
andcriſtes bliſſed body thep to zent 

DDett ſyatbe ded if that be may be hent 
wtay they haue goon nat fully a myle 
Right as tijey wolde haue gone ouir a ſtyle 
At) ofde may anda poure with them mette 
his olde may fuk melc>p them grette 
And ſayd thus loꝛdynges god you ſe 

The proudeſt of theſe riottoures thre 

un ſwerd what tote with harde grace 
why art thou alle foꝛwrapped ſaue thy face 
why lyueſt thou ſo long in ſo grete age 
This olde man gan loke in there Vyſatte 
and ſapde thus foꝛ g can nat fynde 

A may though q wache in to pnde 

Nepttjez in cyte ne in byllage 

That wol chaunge his pouthe foꝛ mpy atze 
Aud ther foꝛe muſt g haue myn age ſtylle 
Aslong tyme as it is goddes wylle 

Ne deth allas wol nat haue my klyf 
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Thus wache I lyke a reſtles captyf 

And on the grounde wWhiche is my mode re gate 
Jhnoke With mp ſtaf erly andfate 

and ſap to her leue modre let me in 

Co how q Vanyſſhe fleſſhe biode and ſhyn 
altas han ſhatte my bones be at zeſt 
Modeꝛ with you wolde ichaunge mp cheſte 
Chat iy mp chambrelong ty me hath Ge 

pe foꝛ ay heiꝛe cloute to Wrappe ih me 

But yet to me ye wol nat do tyat grace 

#02 whiche ful pale and Wrechpdis mp fac 
Ind fires to pou it is nocurteſy 

Co ſpehe to an ode may bełony 

But he treſpace other i Woꝛde 02 dede 

ye may youre ſelf ty holy Uryte rede 

dyenſt ay ofoc may hoꝛe pon his hede 

pe ſqolde aryſe wherfoꝛe g pou ede 

N doth to none olde may har me now 
Nomoꝛe thay ye Wolde me dpd to you 
Hage if pe ſholde Contte abyde 

and god be with pou Where pe go oꝛ rpde 
muſt go thider as jtjaue to do 

My olde choꝛle by god thou ſhalt nat ſo 
Hapde this other haſardoure anoony 

Chou parteſt nat ſo lygijtly by ſeint Joby 
Thou ſpaheſt right now of that,traptoure deth 
Chat in this countre alle oure frendes ſleth 
Haue here my trouthe thou arte his a ſpy 
Cel where he is oꝛ thou ſhalt it aby 

By god and bp the holy ſacrement 

ſoz ſhjoꝛtly thou arte one of his aſſent 

Co ſle vs pontt folke thou fals ther f 

N ſires quod he if it be pouꝛlecſ 


it fr 


— —— — 


The tale of the Pardonec: 


To fpnde deth turne vp this crohed wey 

froꝛ in this groue q him ſa we faſt by my fey 
Vndre a tre and there he wol abyde 

Foꝛ poure booſt he wol no thyng him hyde 

Se ye that ohe right there pe ſhal him fynde 
God ſaue pou that Bontthte agayy manhynde 
and pou amende thus ſapd this olde man 
und euery of theſe rpottourcs ra! 

Cyl the y came to the tre and there they fonde 
Of floꝛeyns fpne golde p copned rounde 
Wele apy ay eyght buſſhelles as then thought 
Nolenger thay aftez deth they ſoutthte 

But eche of them ſo glade Was of that ſight 
ſoꝛ that the floꝛeyns ſo faire Were and bright 
That thep ſat bp the precious hoꝛde 

Che Woꝛſt of them he ſpalte the firſt Wozde 
Drethery quod he take hepe What q ſap 

My Wptte is grete though that g bourd and pley 
Chis tre ſoure hath foꝛtune vnto vᷣs peuen | 
J myrthe and iolite oure lyf tolpuey 

und kyghtly as it comyth ſo wol we ſpende 

y goddes precious dignite who wende 

Co day that We ſhold haue ſo fapre a grace 
But mpttht this golde be carted fro this place 
Home to my houſe and elles vᷣnto pou res 
Cha myght we ſap that it were af oures 
Than Were be in high felicite 

But truly by dap it map nat be 

Mey wolde ſap that we wee theuys ſtrontt 
And foꝛ oure oWne tre ſoure doo bs hontz 
This treſoure muſt be caried by nyght 

as wyſely and as ſhilkp as it nzpttle 
Wherfoze{j rede let fohe amonges bs alle 
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Drawe cutte let ſe where that it wol falle 

He that hath the ſhoꝛteſt cutte with hert bkpthe 

Shal renne to tou and that fulle ſwythe 

Co brynge vs brede and Wpne fulle pryuely 

and two of vs ſhalle bepe fulle ſubtelly 

This treſoure wele and if he wol nat tarp 

hay it is nygt we wot this tre ſour carp 

by one aſſerit where as bolyſt beſt 

That one of them brought ſtrawe iy his fiſt 

ind bad them dra we and lohe Who on it Wold fal 

And it felle oy the pontteſt of then alle 

4nd foꝛth towarde the tou he went anon 

und al ſo ſone as he Was t;001 

Chat one of them ſpate taus onto that other 

Chou woteſt Wele thou art my ſwoꝛh brother: 

Thy proufyt wol g telle the right anoony 

Chou woſt wele that oute fela we is goon 

und here is golde aud that ful hrete plente 

That ſhalbe departed amonges vs tbre 

Dut natheles if jcay ſhape it fo 

Chat it departed Were amonges vs two 

Hadde Jnat dooy a frendes turne tothe 

Chat other anf werd z notlow it myght be 

bote Wele the golde ſhalbe oures two 

Wat ſhal we ſap what ſhalle we do 

Salle it be counceyle ſayd the firſt ſyre we 

and i ſhaf tel the iy woꝛdes fee 

Wat we ſhalle do and brpntte tt wele aboute 
graunte quod that othez oute of doute 

That by my trouthe q wol the nat be wrey 

No quod he thou woteſt wele we be twep 

And t Weyne of vs ſhal ſtrengeꝛ br thay one 

Lobe han that he is ſet thon right anone 
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Ariſe as thoutth thou wolde ſt with him pley 
And z ſtja(e him ryue th rough the ſydes twey 
Whiles thou ſtrogeleſt with him ty game 
And with thy daggez loke thou do the ſame 
Chan ſqalte alte this golde departed be 

My dere frende bet wi xte me and the 

Cban may we bothe oure luſtes fulfylle 
And p.ep at the dpce right at oure oWne wylke 
und thus accozded be theſe ſhrewps tWep 
Co ſcep tie ttjzidde as pe haue herd me ſap 
This pontteſt whiche that went to tle touy 
j:tfe ofte iy hert he rolͤith Pp and douy 

The beaute of theſe floꝛeyns nelbe and bright 
O tozde quod he if ſo were that J mptthe 

at this treſoure Wpnne to m ſelf alkone 
Cher nys no man that klyueth bndre trone 
Of god that ſholdelyue as merp as |j 
Andat the faſt the feende oure enemy 

Put iy his herte that he ſholde poyſon bey 
With Whiche he myght ſte his feta bes twp 
ſoz Whp the fend fonde him ty ſuchefpupntt 
That he hadde keue him in ſoz0we to bryng 
Foꝛ this was ötterklyhisentent 

To ſce then bothe and neuir to repent 

And foꝛth he goth ne lengere wolde he tary 
Into the tou Vuto ay apotecarp 

And praped him that he wolde him ſekle 
Som popſoy that he mpttt}t his rattes quckle 
And ehe therwith was a pofcat in his ha we 
That ashe ſayd his capones hadde y ſkawe 
And ſapde he wolde wreke him if he myght 
Of ber myn that driſt royed him by nyttht 
The apotecazp aunſwerd thou ſhalt haue 
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q tlyng as wyſely god my ſoule ſaue 
qu alle this woꝛlde ther is no creature 
That ete and drpnke of this confecture 
(at but the mountenaunce of a coꝛne of whete 
Tbat he ne ſjal anooy his lyf fortete 

ye ſterue he ſtjalke and that in laſſe while 

Oꝛ thou Wptt go paſſyng half a myle 

This popſoy is ſo ſtrong and ſo p̃yolent 

This curſed man hath uy his herte it hent 

This pop ſon in a bove and ſithey he ray 

jnto the nevte ſtrete vnto a may 

and 6020 Wed him large votelles thre 

and into tie twepy the popſoy poured he 

The th ridde he bepte clene fox 116 drynhe 

fot al nyghte he ſhjope him foꝛ to fWpnke 
ycariyng of this golde oute of this place 

and whan this rpottoure With ſoꝛy grace 

Hadde fylled With wyne his grete boteikes thre 
Co his feta lbes ayen repaprett) he 

what nedith it to ſermone of it moꝛe 

#o2 rigijt as they hadde caſt his de th a foꝛe 

Right ſo they haue him ſtepy right anoon 

and whay this was done thay ſpate that one 
Lol let vs ſptte anddrpnke and mahe bs merp 
und after warde We wol his body bery 
and after warde it happyd them pezcaas 

Co take the hotel there tie popſoy was 

und draunke and yaue his fetawe drynke al ſo 
j'02 Whiche anone they ſterupy bothe two 

But certis J ſuppoſe that Aurcine 

Wrote neuiꝛ in nocanouy ne in no fenne 

Poꝛe wondre ſozowes ofenpopfonyng 

Chan hadde theſe wreches two in theire endyug 
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Thus endpd been theſe hompcides tuo 

und ehe the fal ſe enpoyſoneꝛ alſo 

O cuꝛſed ſpy fulle of curſidneſſe 
O traytou res hompycide o wpchedneſſe 
O glotony ofuyurp o haſardry 

Chou bfaſptiemez of criſt with velony 

And othes grete of Sſatte and of prpde 

Allas manhynde how may it betpde 

Chat to thy czeatouz whiche that the Wrouttht 
And with his precious blode the bought 

Chou art ſo falſe and ſo vuhpnde atkas 
Mobb gode mey god fozpene pou pou treſpas 
and ware you from the ſynne of auarice 

My holy pa tdoun map pou alte warice 

Do ttat ye offre nobles oꝛ ſterłkinges 

Ooꝛ elles ſilueꝛ ſpones broctjes 02 ryntzes 

Bo bith poure hede vndre the ſe holy bulles 
Compth vp ye wyues offreth of youre Wolles 
youꝛ names gente iu mp rotle anoon 

ynto the bliſſe of heuyn ſualle ye goon 

you aſſopke 6p mp higij polbeꝛ 

pou that wol off ꝛe as clene and asclere | 
As pe were Boe lo ſires thus j preche 

And Jeſucriſt that is oure ſoules leche 

So graunte you his pazdoy to reſ, cepue 

for that is beſt q wot pou nat deceyue 

But ſizes o woꝛde foꝛgate g in my tale j1 
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Jane refphcs and pazdoy in my male Jy 
as fapꝛe as any may iy englonde Le 
wh iche weꝛe me pene bp the popes honde Cl 
If any of pou wol of denoctouy Ct 
Offre and haue mpy abſofucion! 1 
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Comyth fozth anoon and hnelith heꝛe adouy 
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and mekely receyueth poure pa rden 
Oꝛ elles takith pardoy as pe wende 
afce ne we and freſſhe at euerp myles end 
do that pe offre akWep newe and newe 
Nobtes or pens Whiche that beey gode and tre we 
t is ay honoure to eueriche that io here 
That pe may haue a ſufficient pardoneze 
Co aſſople you ty countre as pe rpde 
#02 auentures whiche that map betyde 
ſoz parauenture ther map fatte one 02 to 
Douy of his hoꝛſe and bree his neche a two 
Lobe whiche a ſurete it is to pou alle 
That J am in youre felauſhip p falle 
Chat map aſſopfe pou botye moꝛe and laſſe 
hay that the ſoule ſhatter from the body paſſe 
rede that oure hooſt here ſhalle begynue 
foꝛ he is mooſt enuoluped i ſynne 
Come foꝛth ſir hooſt and offreth here anone 
and thou ſhalt kpſje the retpches euerichone 
pe foꝛ a grote vnbocle anone thy purce 
Nap nap quod te than haue ;J criſtes curſe 
Let be quoo he it ſhaft nat be ſo theche 
Tho wolde ſt make me to kyſſe thpy olde breche 
and ſ were it Were a rcſpke of a ſtint 
Thoutth it were with thy fundement p pepnte 
But by that croce Whiche that ſeint cleyn — 
bol de g hadde thy colyons ty mpy honde 
y ſtede of relphes ether of ſeynte wary 
let cutte them of J wot helpe the then to cary 
Thep ſhal be ſhrpned in ay hottttes tod 
This pardoneꝛ aunſwerd nat a word 
do Wroth he was he wolde no woꝛde ſap 
Nobb quod oure hooſt q wol no lengere pley 
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with the ne with none othe2 angry man 

But rittft anone the woꝛthy bnyght began 
Wai that je ſa we that alle tte people fontth 
No moze of this foꝛ this is rigit pnouttl 

Sir pardone z be merp and glade ofchere 
And pe ſir hooſt that be to me ſo dere 

J prap pou that pe kyſſe tte pardonere 

And pardoner g prap the dra we the nere 
And as we dydket bofantthe and pley 

Anone they pſſed and rpdey foꝛth thire wey 


Here endith the Pardoners tale 
And begynneth the ſhipmannes tale 


a Parchaunte ſomtpme was at ſeint Denys 
That riche was ther foꝛe men helde him wyſe 

A wyf he hadde of excellent beaute 

Andcompenable and reuclous was ſhe 
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phiche is a thyng that cauſeth moꝛe diſpence 
Chan w92th is alle the chere and reuerence 
Chat men them dooy at feſtes and at daunces 
Suche ſalutaciouns andcountenaunces 
Paſſen as doth a ſhadolbe oy a Walle 
5ut wo is him that pay muſt hoꝛ alle 
Che ſely huj bond algate he muſt pape 
ße maſt vs bothe ckothe and ehe arzap 
uſe fo his owne woꝛſhip futtke richely 
jy Wliche arꝛay we daun ſe iokily 
and if that he nougit pay parauenture 
Oꝛelles lyſt nat ſuche ſpences endure 
but thynkbeth it is waſtyd and p loſt 
Than muſt a notheꝛ pay foꝛ oure coſt 
Oile ne do ttofde and that is parkous 
Cbis noble marchaunt helde a noble honſe 
#02 whicje he hadde ſo grete repepre 
foꝛ his karttenes and foꝛ his Wpf Was fapre 
Tat Wondre was but herhnett to my tale 
qnonge alte theſe teſtes (fret and ſmale 
Der was a monhe a fapre may anda bolde 
trowe that threty Wyntez he was olde 
Chat cuir ih one Was dra wyng to that place 
Cvis yong monke that Was ſo fayre of face 
ducynted was ſo with the gode may 
dithen that theire firſt knolblige began 
Th . 0 0 , » 
Chat in his houſe as famylieꝛ Was lhe 
pit is poſſible any frende to be 

but foꝛaſmoche as this gode may 
nd ehe this monhe of Whiche J began 
bere hothe two boꝛn ih one byllage 
The monhe him ckaymeth as foꝛ coſpnage 
indfe ayen ſapth nat onys nay 


The prologue of the $hppmay 


But was as glade therof as foule of dap 

ſoz to ſiis herte it was a grete picſaunce 
Thus been they hnytte with etery alliaunce 
And eche of then gay other foꝛ to enſure 

Of brothertjede white that theire (pf may dure 
Fre was dan John and namely of diſpence 
As in that houſe and fuſte of dilygence 

Co doon płe ſaunce and alſo gꝛete coſtage 
He nat foꝛgate to peue the teſt page 

In alte that ijouſe but afteꝛ his degre 

He paue the loꝛò and al ſohis menye 

wan that tie cam ſom ma ne honeſt thynt 
jfoz Whjictje they were as glade of his comyng 
as foute is fapy en the ſonne Vp riſeth 
Nomoꝛe of this fo2 it ſuffiſeth 

Hut ſobefpt this marchaunte on a day 
Shope him to make redy his arꝛay 
Towarde the touy of bruttes foz to fare 

To by there a pozctouy of ware 

J702 Which he hadde to parys ſent anoy 

A meſſangete and praped hath dan ohn 
That he ſgolde come to ſeint denps and pley 
with him and his Wpf a dap oꝛ twep 

Oꝛ he to bruges went and alle wyſe 

This noble monke the whiche g pou deuyſe 
Hath of his abbot as him [pſt licence 
Bicauſe he was a may of high prudence 

And che ay office re oute foꝛ to ryde 

To ſe theire graunges and theiz bernys wyde 
And to ſeint denys compth him anone 

who was ſo welcome as my loꝛde day hon 
Dure dere coſyn fulle of curteſp 

With him he Groutthte a Jub of mal uc ſy 
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and eke another fulle of fpne dernage 

and bokatpfe as was his vſafte 

And thus {5 fete them ete drynkhe and pfep 

This marchaunt and this monke a dap oz twep 
The thridde dap the marctjaunte vp riſeth 
And oy his nedys ſadly him aupſeth 

and bp to his counterhouſe goth he 

Co rene with him ſeff wele may be 

Of that ye re hob that it with him ſtode 
aud hob that he diſpendyd had his gode 
Ind if enczeſpd he hadde 02 nooy 

His bohes and his bagges many one 

he le ye tg bifoꝛn hun on his countyng boꝛde 
fulle rpctje Was his treſoure and his hoꝛde 
#02 whiche fucle faſte his countre he ſbitte 
Ind ehe he nolde that no may ſholde himke tie 
Of his accountyng foꝛ the mea me tyme 
and thus he ſat tyl it was paſſed pryme 
Day qoqn was rpſey iy the moꝛobbe al ſo 
Und ih the gardyn walhed to and fro 

Ind ſaydhis thynges fut coꝛiouſky 

This gode Wpf cam walhyng pryueſ 

jnto the (tardepy there as he waſhed ſoft 
und him ſalued as ſhe hath doon ofte 

a mapde childe cam in her company 

Whicje as ſte lyſt ſhe map gouerne and gye 
#02 pet bndre the perde was the mayde 
O dere coſyn mp1) day Foy ſhe ſapd 
What ayle th pou ſo ratle foꝛ to ryſe 
Vece quod he it outttit ynougß ſuffiſe 
ſpue oures to ſkepe oy a nyt 

vut it were foꝛ ay olde palled Witt\t 

s becy theſe weddyd mey that lye and — 
bh 
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ds in a fouꝛme ſptteth a pᷣerꝛy hare 

— alle fozſtrautttt with houndes grete and ſake 
But dere ncce why foke pe noW ſo pale 

g trowe certis that oure gode ma! 

Natth pou kaboured ſithey the nytht began 

That pou Were nede to reſte haſtetp 

und with that woꝛde ſhe touſih fulle merely 
And with her oWne thought we xt alle rede 
This fapre wyf gan ſtake her hede 

And ſapd thus pe god wote alle quod ſhe 

Nap coſpyit ſtondith nat ſo witt) me 

Foꝛ bp that god that paue me ſoule andlyf 

51 alte the rea me of fraunce is ther no wyf 
lat ta ſſe łluſt hatt) to that ſozp ple 

Foꝛ q map ſyng allas and wel a wey 

That (3 was bozy but to no wight quod ſhe 
Dat {nat telle hobb it ſkonditt) with me 
\tjerfoe ij thynhe oute of this londe to wende 
ODꝛ elles of mp ſelf to make ay ende 

So fulle g am of drede and eke of care 

Chis monke began $poy this wyf to ſtare 
And ſapd allas mp nece god foꝛbede 

That pe foꝛ any ſoꝛolbe oz foꝛ any drede 

J oꝛdo poure ſelf but telle me pout2 greef 
Pa rauenture g map in oute myſchief 
Counceyt oꝛ hetpe and therfoꝛe teffith me 
Alte pou re annope for it ſhalle ſecret be 
jt02 09 mp poꝛtſioſe here q make ay othe 
That neutr in my fpf foz leef ne Cott 

Ne ſtat Jof uo counſeyl pou belrep 

The ſame quod ſte to you j ſap 

By god and bp this pozthoſe j pou ſwere 
Choutth men wol me alle to peces tert 
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Ne ſoͤalle J neuiꝛ to go to elle 

Be wrey one worde of tlat pe me telle 
Nat foꝛ no coſynage noꝛ alliaunce 

But be riły foꝛ loue and affiaunce 

Thus been they ſwoꝛe and therupoh they tft 
Ind eche talhyd to otheꝛ what them kyſt 
Coſyu quod ſte if that ; adde ſpace 

as Jtjaue no and na mel in this place 
Chan wolde z tetfe a legende of mp (pf, 
wat J haue ſuffrid ſithey J was a wyf 
with inp huſbonde al be he youre coſpy 
Nay quod this monke by god and by ſeint marty? 
Heis no moꝛe coſpy into me 

Chan is the leef that hangith on the tre 
depe him ſo by ſeint den ys of Fraunce 
Co haue the moze cauſe pr acquentaunce 
Of pou whom g haue louyd ſpecially 
Jboue alle othez Women ſiberly 

Chis ſ were g you on my profe ſſioun 
Cellith you greef (eſt he come adouny 

and hyth you and go aWep anon 

My de re loue quod ſhe o my dan hoh 

ſulte feef Were me this coun ſeyl to hyde 
Dut oute it muſt it may no lengere a byde 
y huſbond is to me ttie woꝛſt may 

Chat eutr was ſithey the woꝛlde began 
but ſithen q am his wyf it ſytteth nat me 
Co telle no wight of oure pryuyte 
\)epthe2 in bedde ne in none othez place 
God ſtjelde g ſholde tel it foꝛ his grace 

ꝗ Wyf ſholde nat ſap of heꝛ huſbonde 

But alle honoure as Jcay bnderſtonde 
aue bnto pou thus moche J telke ſhalke 
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as beſpe me god he is nat Worth at al 
(jy no degre the value of a flye 
but pet me greuptij mooſt his nygardy 
And bele pe wote that women naturally 
[Deſire thynges ſyxe aſwele as dog 
They walde that tijeire huſbonde ſtjolde be 
Ba tdy and Wpſe riche and therto fre 
and buxum to his wyf and freſſtie abedde 
But bp tijat iche (02d that foꝛ vs bledde 
ot his jonoure mp ſelf foꝛ to arzape 
u ſondap nevt g muſt nedes pap, 
- ay hundred fraunkes andelles | an koꝛe 
prt were q tyue⁊ to be bnboꝛe 
Cha me Were do diſcklaundez 02 vekonp 
und if mp huſbonde mpttt}t it ſppe 
nere but loſt and therfoze g you pray 
Lene me this ſumme oꝛ eces muſt i depe 
Day Joy q ſap lene me tiſis hundred frankes 
Harde q wol nat fapfe pou mp thanhes 
f that pe lyſt to do that (ſpoi pray 
ſoꝛ at a certap dap i wol pou pap 
and dooy to you What pleſaunce oꝛ ſeruyſe 
That q map do rtght as ye lyſt deupſe 
And but do god take oh me vengeaunce 
as foule as hadde genylpoh of raunce 
Chis gentyl monke aunſWerd ty this maner 
Nob truly mpy obbne lady dere 
haue oy pou quod he fo grete a routke 
That q you ſwere and plight my trou the 
That han youre hu ſbon de is to fflaundres fare 
wol delyuer you oute of this care 
Foꝛ j wol bꝛynge you ay hundrid franhes 
Ind with that woꝛde he caught her by, the ſank 
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and her en braced hard and hyſſed her oft 

Goth now youre wey quod he alle ſtpk a nd ſoft 
and let Vs dyne as ſone as pe may 

{702 by mp kalendar it is pryme of the day 

Goth now and bett as trewe as g ſhałbe 

NAob ettes god foꝛbede ſir quod ſhe 

And foꝛth ſhe goth as ioly as a ppc 

and badde the cohes that they ſholde hye 

do that mey mpttht dyne at none 

Op to her huſbond is this wyf gone 

and hnochith at his countouz boldly 

oo is there quod he. petyr it am 

Quod ſhe. what ſir holbtong wolle pe faſt 

Ho lb long tyme wol pe rehpy and caſt 

roure ſummes pouꝛ bokes and poure,thynges 
Che deuyl haue parte of alle ſuche rehnynges 

pe haue ynough parde of goddes ſonde 

Come doun to day and let poure bagges ſtonde 
Ne be ye nat aſhamyd that day Joh 

Shal faſtey alle this long day gone 

at let Bs go here a maſſe and go dyne 

ye quod this may lytel canſt thou deuyne 

The coꝛiouſe Beſpneſſe that we haue 

ſoꝛ of Bs chape meh alſo god me ſane 

And bp thatkoꝛde that clpyd is ſeint pue 

Sta rcely among twpes tey twelue ſhalle ſhryuc 
Contpnuaftyfaſtynttvnto theire age 
be may wele make chere and gode vy ſatte 
und drpue foꝛth the woꝛlde as it map be 
Und hepe oure aſtate ty prynyte 

Cpf we be dede oz elles that we pley 

A pylgra mage 02 goon oute of the Wey 
Und ther foꝛe haue g grete neceſſite 
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P pon this queynte woꝛlde to aupſe me 

ffoꝛ euirmoꝛe We muſt ſtonde in drede 

Of happe and foꝛtune ty oure chapemanhede 
To 5flaundres wol g go to mozoWe at dap 
und co me apey as ſone as euir ij map 

ſoz wh iche dere wyf J tle be ſeel 

as be to euer Witttt bu xum and meke 

And foꝛ to hepe oure gode be curious 

und honeſtky gouerne Wele oure houſe 

Thou haſt pnouttht in euery mane2 Ak 
Chat toa thryfty fouſtiokde map ſuffiſe 

The lachith none arzap ne no Vptapke 

Of ſylueꝛ ty thy purſe ſhaft thou nat fayle 
Und with that woꝛde his counterdoꝛe he ſhytte 
Und doun he goth he wolde no lenger let 
und haſtely a ma ſſe was there ſayde 

And ſpedily the tables were layde 

And to dyneꝛ faſt they them ſpedde 

And richely the chap man this monke fedde 
and after dpner day gohn ſobirky 

This chapmay toke a parte propirfp 

And ſayd hin thuscoſpy it ſtondith ſo 
That wele j ſe to bruges wol pe go 

God and ſeint Auſtpy ſpede you and gyde 
pray you coſpy wyſely tliider pe rpde 
Gouerne pou al ſo Wele of poure dpete 
Uttemperatfy and namelp ty this hete 
Bet wiyte vs two nedith no ſtrauntte fare 
Fare wele coſpy god ſhelde pou fro care 
And if any thyngz by dap oz by nyttht 

Be in mp pobbeꝛ 02 iy my myght 

That pe me wolde comaunde iy any wyſe 
It ſqałbe do rigſt as pe wol deupſe 
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One thpntt 02 that pe goon if it map be 
jprap pou to lene tt vᷣnto me 
Ay hundrid fraunkes foꝛ a wehe oꝛ twey 
#or certapy beſtys that q muſt bey 
Co ſtoꝛe With a place that is oures 
God hel pe me ſo ) wolde it were poures 
ſhalte nat fayte of mp dap 
Nat foꝛ a thouſand franbes o mpfe wey 
Hut let this thyntz be ſecret J you pra 
#02 yet this nyght this beſtys q muſt beye 
and fare noW wele mpy 0ey coſen dere 
(Gramercy of pore cooſt and of poure chere 
This noble marchaunt and that anooy 
dunſwerd and ſapde ocoſpy mpy day Jody 
Now ſtherfp this is a ſmalle requeſt 
My ttolde is poures Whay that pe [pſt 
and nat onfp mp golde but my chaffare 
Take that ye lyſt god ſhyld that pe ſpare 
But one thyng pe hnobbe wele pnoutth 
Ofchapmeh that theire money is their plongh 
we map creaunce Whifcs we haue a name 
But godeles for to be it is a ſhame 
Pap it ayen Whay it lyth at youre eaſe 
aftez mp mpttht fapne Wokde jj you plea ſe 
Theſe hundred fraunches fette he fozth anon 
Ind pryuely he toke thein to day John 
No wight of alle this londe Wyſt of this lont 
Sauyng this marchaunt and dan John affone 
They drynke and ſpehe and rome a While and pley 
Tyl that day John rydeth to his abbey 
The moꝛowe cam and foꝛth rideth this marchaunt 
To flanders ward his prentyce brouttht him auaunt 
yl he cam to bruges wele and merily 
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Now tfoth this marchaunt Wete and beſilp 
aGoute 6is nedps and bpetth andcreaunceth 
Ne nepther plepeth at the dpce ne daunſith 
But as a marctjaunte ſtjoztkp to telle 

Ke ledde his lyf and theire h let him duelle 
The ſonday next that this marchaunt was aftco01y9 
To — nt denys is comen day (ſto 

with crowne and herd alle freſſtie and neWe ſhaue 
In alle this houſe ther nas ſo lytel a hnaue 

Ne no Wittht etkes but he was ful fapne 
That my (02d dan (oy was come afjapy 
And ſtjoztkp - the poynte right foꝛ to goon 
This faire Wpf accozdeth with dan Ho 
That foꝛ his hundryd ſrankes he ſholdelak nyglit 
Baue he2 in his armes Boft Vp right 

And this accoꝛde parfourmed is in dede 

n myrthe alle ny(tht a beſy lp they lede 

Tyl it was day ttjat dan John pede his we 

And bad the meny fareWefe and haue gode day 
Foꝛ none of then / ne no Witffit in the toun 

Hath of day Jon any ſuſpecioun 

And foꝛth he rydeth home to his ab bey 

£D where him lyſt no moꝛe of him g ſap 

This ma rchaunt Wwhay ttat endyd was the feyre 
To ſeint denps he can agayn repaire 

And with his wyf he mahith feeſt and chere 

And teffitt her the cha ffa re is ſo dere 

That ne des muſt he make a cheueſaunce 

Foꝛ he was Bounde in a reconyſaunte 

To pay twenty thouſand ſheldes anon 

For Whiche this marchaunt is to paris gone 

To hoꝛobe of certapy frendes that he hadde 

Ace rtayn of ffranhes and ſome with him he add: 


Au 
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and Whay that he was come into the tour 

ſoz cheirte and grete affectioun 

Vnto day John tie goth firſt him to pley 

Nat foꝛ to ave ne Gozalve of him money 

But foꝛ to Wptte and ſe his Wekefare 

and foꝛ to telle him of his cha ffa re 

as fre ndes doon wah they me te in fere 

Day toy him mahith feſte and mery chere 

and he him tolde fulle ſpecialty 

hob he hadde wele ſpedde and (fractouſtp 

Chanhed be god alle $00? his marchaundiſe 

Fane that he muſt iy afce mane ꝛ Wpſe 

ahh a che ue ſaunce as for the beſt 

And than ſe ſholde be ty top and reſt 

Day jon aunſwerd certis g am fapne 

Chat ye in hełe ar comen home aftap! 

And if that J were rithe as J aue bis 

Df ewenty thouſand ſheldes ſholde pe nat mys 

j'02 ye ſo hyndely this otheꝛ day 

Lent me golde and as Jcay and may 

jthanke pou Gp god and by ſeint Jame 

But natheles g toke it Vito oure da me 

poure Wpf at home the ſame golde apey 

Dpoy youre benche ſhe wote is wele certapy 

boy ce rteyn tobe nes that (Jcay pou telle 

Voß 6p youre leue ij may no lengere duelle 
Oure abbot wol oute of this touy anooy 

And in his company muſt J goon 

Grete wele oure dame mp1 obbeh nece ſwete 

And fare welke dere coſyn tyl we mete 

This marchaunt whiche that was ful ware g Wyſe 

Creaunced hath and payd ehe iy pariſe 

Cocertapy lumbardes redy in theire honde 
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The ſome of golde and gate of hem his bonde 

And home he goth as merp aas poppngap 
Toꝛ bele he h ne we he ſtode iy ſuche arzap 

That nedes muſt he wynne ty that Vpatte 

A thouſand fraunkes aboue alle his coſtage 

Bis wyf ful redp mette him at the gate 

as ſtje was wont of olde Vſafte algate 

And alle that npttht in myrth they be ſet 

jf02 he was riche and cferefp oute of det 

Way it was dap the marchaunt gan enbrate 

Bis wyf alte ne we and hyſt her in her face 

And dp he goth and mahith it fulle tough 

Nomoꝛe quod ſtje Bp god pe haue pnoutth 

Ind watounky with him ſe pleyed 

Tyl attefaſt the marchaunte thus ſayd 

By god quod he gam a kyteł Wrottje 

with you my Wpf alte though it be me fothe 

And wote ye why hy god as U geſſe 

That ye haue made a mane2 ſtrauntteneſſe 

Bet wiyte me and my coſen day John 

pe ſholde haue warned me oꝛ g had goon 

That he hadde you ay hundred fraunkes paide 

Dp redy token and helde him euyk appaſed 

ſoz that Ito him ſpahe of cheueſaunte 

Me ſempd ſo as by his countenaunte 

Hut neuirtheleſſe be god oure heupy hyng 1 

thought to aſhe of him nothyng | | 

pray the wif do no moꝛe ſo a 

Tee me now 02 that i fro the goo 

If any dettoure haue ty myn abſence 

ypaied the leſt by thy nettettence 

mygßt him aſte a thing that he haue paied 

This wyf was nat afferde ne affreyde 
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But boldky ſhe ſaide and that anoony 

Mary diffy that fals monhe'day Joby 
hepe nat of his ton nes neuiꝛ a deel 

He toe me certapy golde that wote J Weke 
iat. euył the dom on his monkes ſnowere 
ſoz god it wote wende withouten doate 
That he hadde pe uen it me bicauſe of you 
Todo therWitt) mpy fonoure and mp prolbe 
#o2 coſynage and rhe foꝛ belychere 

That he ha ti hadde fulle often tymes Here 
But ſithen j ſeit ſtont ty ſuche diſiont 

wol aunſwere pou ſhoztkp to the poynt 

pe haue no ſlacheꝛ dettoure thay amy 

Foꝛ q wol pap pou redily 

Fro day to day if ſo be that i fapte 

Jam youre Wpf ſcoze it Ppoy my tayle 

And ecles J ſyatte pap as ſone as tuir gj may 
foꝛ by mp trouthe g haue on mpy arzap 

Ind nat ty waſt beſtolbed it euerpdeee 

und foꝛ haue beſtowed it fo Wete 

ſoꝛ poure honoure for goddes ſake g ſap 

as be nat Wrothe and let vs laugh and pfep 
pe ſhalle my ioly body haue to wedde 

By godde 5 Wot nat pay poW but abcdde 
foꝛgyue it me mpy oWne ſpouſe dere 
Turneth hethez makith bettre chere 

This marchaunt ſawe ther was none other re medy 
And foꝛ tochide it were but a foly 
Sithen that thyng may noon other be 
No wyf he ſaide and [J foꝛge ne it the 
Und by thp (if be no moꝛe ſo karte 

hepe beeteꝛ thy gode this ttpuc the in carte 
Thus endith my tale and god bs ſende 


The take of the Hhypmay 


Talyng ynogh vᷣnto oure lyues ende 
Here endith the ſhyipmannes tale 


And begynneth the woꝛdes of the hooſt 
w Eee ſayd by coꝛpus dominus ſaid oure hooſt 
Now long moot thou ſayle bp the cooſt 
Thou tt entyf mapſter gentyl marine re 
God yeue tte monhe a thouſand laſt quad pere 
à ta fela Wes beware of ſuche a iape 
The monke put iy the mannys llode ay ape 
and iy this wyſe ehe bp ſeint Auſtyy 
Dra with no monhes no moꝛe to poure Inne 
Hut now pas ouir and kette vs ſehe aboute 
who ſhalte tetke a tale firſt of alle this route 
A notheꝛ tale and with that wozde he ſapde 
Ascurteſt» as it hadde be a mapde 
My lady prioureſſe by youre lene 
So that j wpſt g ſholde pou nat greue 
wolde de me that ye telle ſholde 
d tale nevte if ſo were that pe wolde 
Nob wol pe Bouctjeſauf my lady dere 
Gladly quod ſhe and ſapd as pe ſhal here 
Here endith the wozdes of the hooſt 
Here bettpnneth the priouꝛeſſes profottue 
Domine dominus noſter quam admirabike 
eſt nomen tuum in öniuerſa terza. 
Ode dure loꝛde thy name euir marucfous 
Js ty this large woꝛlde p ſpred quod fie 
foꝛ nat alle only on thy laude precious 
Par fourmyd is Bp men of dignyte 
But by the mouthe of children thy bounte 
Parfourmed is foꝛ on the breeſt ſoWhpntt 
Somtyme ſhe we they thyn heriyng 
Wherfoze iy laudes as q cay and map 


The profottue of the Prioꝛeſſe 


Of theand of the White'liky floure 
whiche that the bare is azmapde al wey 
To tecłe a ſtoꝛy q wol do mptaboure 
Nat that q map encreſetjer honoure 
ſoꝛ ſte her ſelf is honoure and the rote 


Of bounte nevte her ſonne and ſoules bote 


O modeꝛ mapdo mapde and modre fre 
© buſſqe vnbrent brennyng in mopſes ſittht 
Chat raue ſſiedyſt don y from the depte 
Throuttt thy humble nes the gooſt that in the light 
| Df whoſe vertue Whay he thp hert lyhilt 
I Concepued was the faders ſapience 
helpe me to telre it ty thy reuerence 

Lady thy bounte tip magnificence 
Thy bertue and thy grete humpkite 
Cher map no tonge evpreſſe in no ſcience 
#02 ſointpme lady 02 mey prape the 
Thou gooſt bi foꝛy of thy benignyte 
und getyſt vs the light of thy prayer 
To gyde Vs vn to thy ſone ſo dere 

My konnyng is ſo wehe o blpſfulke que ne 
fo2 to declare ttjpy high Wozthpneſſe 
Chat q ne may tte Weptttt ſuſtene 
but as a childe of tel month ofde oz leſſe 
That can bnnetlj any woꝛde expreſſe 
| Right ſo fare J and therfoꝛe J pou pꝛay 
Gidith mp ſong asg ſhatte pou ſap 


Here endith the prioureſſes profottue 
And here bettynneth be2 tale 


The tale of the Prioureſſe 


W 


t Her was in Aſie in a grete cyte 
monge criſtey fothe a Jure 

Suſtepned bp a loꝛde of that countre 
Fo foule iᷣſure andfucre of velonp 
Hate fut tocriſt and to his company 
und throutth this ſtrete mey mygit ryde and wend 
Foꝛ it was fre and opeh at euerp ende 

d fptef ſcole of criſten folhe theze ſtode 
Dou at the ferther ende iy whiche ther Were 
Children ay hepe come n of criſtey blode 
That lernyd in ſcole pere by pere 
Suche ma neꝛ doctrpne as men pſen there 
This is to ſay to ſynge and to rede 
as ſ male children dooy in theire childhede 

d mong theſe childrey was a wpdowes ſone 
A kytet᷑ ckergyon ſiuyn pere of age 
That day by day to ſcole was his wone | 
Andehke alſo Where tfat/fe ſawe the pmatte 


The tale of the. Shypman 


Ofcriſtes modre had he in bᷣſage 
as him was taugt to hne adouy and ſap 
His due ma ria as he gothj by the wey 
Chus hattj this wpdow her łytet ſonne tauttft 
Dure bliſſed kady criſtes modre dere 
Co woꝛſhip ap and he foꝛgate it nautthe 
ſoꝛ the ſetp childe Wolde atWep ſone lere 
but wbay,j rememöre me on this matere 
Seint nychjolas ſtont eutr iu mp preſence 
foꝛ he ſo yong to criſt dyd reuerence 
his iytet chylde his litel Pooke lernyng 
go he ſat in the ſcole at his prp mer 
he Alma rede mptoꝛis matez herd ſyng 
as children fernpd their antiptone? 
and as he durſt he dre We ap nere and nere 
and he re nyd ay the woꝛdrs and the note 
Cpt te the firſt vers coude alle bp rote 
j1aug1t wpſt tie What this la tyn was to ſap 
#02 ge ſo pong and tendre was of age 
but o) a day his fefa We gan he pzap 
Coe xpounde him the ſong in his langage 
D: tekle hy this ſong Was in öſage 
Tits prapde he him to conſt re lů and declare 
ſufte ofte tpmes Vp0y his neces Baze 
His feta we Wlictie that elde r was than he 
dunſwerd him thus this haue herd ſap 
bas made of oure bliſſed lady fre 
fer to ſalue and ehe her to pra 
To be ou re helpe and ſocoure han we dep 
Jay no moꝛe evpoune ty this mater 
gerne ſong g can but kytel gra mer 
und is this ſong made in reuerence 
fcriſtes modre ſayd this innocente 


The tale of the Prioureſſe 


Now certapy(J wol do my diligence 
Co conne it alle oꝛ criſt mas is al ꝓ went 
Though that (5 foꝛ my prpmez be ſtent 
And ſyotde be bete thries in ay houre 
wor it honne oure fadp tohonoure 
His feca we taugt him hom ward pryuely 
ſro oay to dap tl tje coude it al bp rote 
und thay he ſong it wele and boldly 
fro Woz0e to woꝛde accoꝛdyng by the note 
C Wps adap it paſſed throutth his thzote 
Co ſcole ward and hom Ward Whey fe Went 
Oy criſtes modre ſet Was alle his entent 
uso g haue ſapd throuttt oute the gury 
This tytełchude cam wathpy to and fro 
fut merilp Wolde he ſyng and cry 
O alma iedemptoꝛis mater euiimo 
Che ſwaetneſſe his hert perſed ſo 
Oferiſtes modre that he to he prap . 
45x cay nat ſtynt of ſyngyng by the wep 
Oure ft2ſt fo the ſezpent ſathanas 
That hath in ie wes hert his waſpes neſte 
Vp ſwalle and ſaid o ebraph peopke alkas 
o tis a thyng that is to ds honeſt 
Chat ſuche a bop ſhal wake as him kyſt 
y youre diſppte and ſyng of ſuche ſentence 
Wh iche is apeuſt oure faWes reuerence 
Fro thens foꝛth the ge wys haue conſpired 
This innocent oute of this woꝛlde tochaſe 
a» homicyde therto haue they hyred 
Right at an aley hadde a pryue place 
And as the chylde gan forth by to pace 
This curſrd gewe him hent and held faſt 1 
an deutte his throte aud in a pytte him caſt 
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The tale of the Prioureſſe 


ſay that iy a wardrope they him threwe 
where as the Jewys purtte their entrayl 
O curſed folke of herodes alle newe 
what may pou: euył entent pou auapſe 
Qurdre wol oute certeyne it Wol nat fayle 
and namely ther the honoure of god ſhal ſprede 
Che btode oute crieth on poure curſed dede 
O martir ſowdpd Into virttpnite 
Now mapſt thou ſyng fokoWpntt euir in one 
The white la mbe cefeſttatfe quod he 
Of whiche the grete euangelyſt ſeint John 
y path mos Wrote whiche ſaythj that they goon 
Difoꝛy this lambe and ſyng a ſong ay newe 
Chat neuir fle ſſhely woman they ne kneWe 
Chis poure widobbe a wapteth alle that nygſit 
Aftet het lytel chiede and he cam naught 
j'02 Whiche as ſone as it was dap fight 
with face pale of drede and beſy thought 
She hath at ſcole and elles Where him ſoutthe 
Tyl fynally ſo feꝛ ſhe (tay e ſpye 
Chat he faſt ſepy was ih the Jurp 
Witt mode rs pyte iy her breeſt encloſed 
| She goth as ſhe were hal fonte of her mynde 
To euery płace where ſhe bath ſuppoſed 
By tphefpizede her lytel childe to fynde 


and cuir on criſtes modre meke and hynde 


She crpde and at the faſt thus ſte wroutht 
among the curſed geues ſtje him ſought 
She a veth and ſhe frepneth pytouſkp 

Of euery Jue that duellyd in that place 

To telte her if heꝛ childe went ontttit fozth hy 

They ſayd nay but ieſu of his grace 

raue in het thought within a lytel ſpace 

That in that place afteꝛ her ſone ſte cryde 
(lt 
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wßere he was caſt in a ppt beſpde 
D 


O grete god that parfourmpy tlp laude 
mouthe of innocentes ło here thy myhlit 

I fits gemme of chaſtite this emeraude 

And ehe of martirdome the ruby britttie 

There hie with throte p coꝛuei lytij vp right 

Ne alma redemptozis gan to ſyng 

So loude that alle the ſpace gay foz to ryng 
The criſtey fołhe that by the ſtrete went 

In cam for to wondre pᷣpon this tijyng 

und haſtely they foꝛ the prouoſt ſent 

whiche fonde the chylde freſſhely pet bledyng 

Andheriett criſt that is of heupy hyng 

And ehe his modre honoure of mankynde 

And after that the gues fet he bynde 
This childe with pytous lamentacioy 

Vp taken was ſyngyng this ſong at way 

And with honoute andgrete proce ſſioun 

They carp him into the nexte ab be 

His moder ſwounyng hy the bere ker 

Vnneth mygßht the people that was there 

This ſozoufuk rachel bryngen from the Gere 
with turment and with ſhame ful deth echoon 

This proueſt doth thies Jewes fox to ſterue 

That of this murdꝛe wyſt and that anooy 

He nolde no ſuche curſydneſſe obſerue 

Eur {gat be haue that euyl Wol de ſerue 

wer foꝛe with wylde hoꝛſe he dyd them dra we 

And afteꝛ he haungyd them by the la we 
P pon bis bere apfpeth this innocent 

Bifoꝛe the high autre while the maſſe kaſt 

und after that the ab bot and his couent 

Them ſpe dde foꝛ to berp him ful faſt 

And Whay they holy wa te on him caſt 
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The tale of the Prioureſſe 


pet ſpake this childe whay ſprent was holy water 
He ſong o al ma redemptozis mate 
This abbot whiche that was an holy may 
as monkes been oꝛ ełłes outtht to be 
This pong childe to coniure he began 
and ſayd o dere childe g coniure the 
Jy the vertue of the holy trinpte 
Cet me What is thy cauſe foꝛ to ſyng 
Hithey that thy th rote is cutte to my ſemyng 
My th rote is cutte but Putomp neche hoo 
Sayd this chylde and as by Wey of kynde 
ſholde haue dped pe long tyme a goon 
But Jeſu criſt as ye ty bones fynde 
Wok that his gloꝛy taſt and be i mynde 
and foz the wozſtjip of his mode dere 
ret map q ſyug o alma toude and clere 
This welle of mercp criſtes modre ſſwete 
duxd al wey as after mp hkonnyng 
Ind Whay that my lyf ſyotde forkete 
To me ſte cam and badde me for to ſyng 
This ante me be rily iy my dipntt 
s pe haue herde and hay that J hadde ſont 
e thoughte ſhe (epde a greyn Vpoy mp tong 
Wherfoze J ſyng and ſyng muſt certapy 
y honoure of that blyſſed mayde fre 
Cpt fro my tong tahey is the greyn 
und afteꝛ that thus ſayd ſhe to me 
My lytel childe thay wol g feche the 
han that the greyn is fro the tong y take 
De nat agaſt j wol the nat foꝛſale 
This hoty monke this abbot titty mene (J 
His tonge oute caugůjt and toke awer the ffrepy 
und he pane Vp the gooſt fulte ſoftp 
Und way th is abbot hadde this meru apfe ſepy 
(ly 
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The tale of the Prioureſſ⸗ 


Nis ſalt terps trifted 00149 a5 rayne 
and grouelyng platte he ft to the grounde 
und ſtyt he kay as tie bade be p bounde 

The couent ehe lay vpoy the pament 
wepyng and heriyng criſtes modre dere 
and afteꝛ that bp they roſe and fozth they went 
und tobe awep this martiz fro tis bere 
And in a tombe of matt ſtones ckeꝛe 
© ncloſey they this lyter body ſwete 
There he is noW god fenc vs foz to mete 

O yong hug of (pncoly ſtapy al ſo 
with curſed zues as it is notabie 
Foꝛ it is but a łyteł White ago 
Pray che foꝛ Bs we ſyn ful folhe vnſtable 
That of his mercp god ſo mercyable 
Dy bs his grete mercy muſtipkpe 
j702 reuerence of his modre mary 

Here endith the prioureſſe take 
Here folobith ttje prologue of chaucers tale 
w Hay ſayd was this myracle cuery may 
as ſobre was that wondre was to ſe 

Cpt that oure hooſt totapey began 
and thay at erſt he fohed pon me 
and ſayd thus what may art thou quod he 
Chou loheſt as thou woldeſt fynde ay bare 
Fot euiꝛ Vpoy the gruonde g ſe the ſtare 

Approche nere and lobe pp me rily 
Now ware pou ſires andlet this man haue pface 
He is ſhape in the waſt aſwele as 
Chis were a popet in ay arme to enbrace 
ot any woman ſmalle and fayre of face 
He ſe myth eluyſſhe by his countenaunce 
Foꝛ Vnto no wight doth be dakiaunce 

Sap noW ſom what ſithen otfez folhe hau⸗ 
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Nyme of Sir Topas 


Tel bs a tale of myrthe and that anoon 
Booſt quod he ne be uat euyt appaped 
ſo: otheꝛ tale certapy can i none 
Put of a rpme {{fernpd long a goon 
pe quod he that is gode pnouttht let bo here 
Som deynte thyntz me thynketh 6p thy chere 
Here endith the prologue 

und begynneth Ryme of ſir Topas 
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Eſten koꝛdes ty ttode euten 
And z wol telle verament 

Of mprthe and of ſolace 

Ind of ahnyght fapre and gent 

Jy batef and in turnament 

{)is name Was was ſir Topas 

p borne fe was of fer countre 

y Flaundres alle be ponde the ſcc 

at popoꝛyng in the place 

His fader was a may ful fre 

q loꝛde he Was of that countre 
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Ryme of Sir Topas 


s it was goddes grace 
Sir Copas Weyt a dougſty ſweyne 
Wyite was his face as papnemapne 
His lyppes reed as roſe 
His rode is lyhe ſcarlet ty grep 
as q tele pou ty gode certapy 
He hadde a ſemekp noſe 
His here his be rde Was (phe ſaffron 
Chat tohisgyrdytł raugit a doun 
His ſhone of fyne coꝛdwane 
Of vruttes were his Foſey brouy 
{318 robe was of ſyckatoun 
That coſt many à gane 
He coude hunt at the wylde dere 
and rpde ay haukyng foz ryue re 
with grey ttoſehauke oy honde 
Thertohe was a grete archere 
Of braſtkyng was ther none his pere 
Cher any ram ſhołde ſtonde 
ful many a mapde Gritgtit ty oure 
They moꝛ ned for him paramoure 
Wtjay them Were Get to ſlehe 
But he was chaſte and no lechoure 
And ſwete as is the bromble ffoure 
That bGeritt the rede hepe 
And ſoit fel vᷣ po a dap 
ſro ſoth as q pou telle map 
Sir Topas Wolde oute ryde 
Ne woꝛde pᷣpon his tjozſe gray 
And in his onde a launce gay 
d long ſwerde bp his ſyde 
Ne prycked through a fapre foꝛeſt 
Therin is many a wylde beſt 

"0 pe Bothe buche and hare 


Ryme of ſtr Topas 


and as he pryche d noꝛth andeſt 
telle it pou him hadde almeſt 
Hetpde a ſoꝛy care 
Ther ſpronttey herbes grete and ſmale 
The licoꝛice and the cetuake 
ànd many a cłkoue (tifofe2 
and notempge to put in ale 
whether it be moyſt oz ſtale 
Or foꝛ tokapiycofre 
The birdes ſyng it is no nap 
The ſperhauhe and the popyngeay 
That tope was to here 
The throſtyl made ehe his lay 
The wode doune Bpoy the ſprap 
He ſang ful loude andc>ere 
Sir Topas fyl in loue kongyng 
d han he herde the ehruſtytſpng 
And prycked as he were wode 
His fapre ſtede in his prickyng 
Ho ſ wette that mey mygit him Wryng 
Bis ſydes were al blode 
Sir Topas ebe ſo wery was 
ſoꝛ prichyng ty the ſoft gras 
Ho fiers Was his coꝛage 
Chat douy he leyde him in the place 
To mahe his ſtede ſome ſolace 
Ind yaue him gode foꝛage 
A ſeint mary benedicite 
What ayleth this loue at me 
To bynde me ſo ſoꝛe 
Me drempd alle this nyght parde 
du el fe quene ſholde my lady be 
Und ſtepe bndre mp goꝛe 
ay elfe quene wol haue y wys 


0 * 


Ryme of Sir Topas 


Fo in this woꝛlde no woman is 
woꝛthy to be my make iy touy 
Alle otheꝛ women ) foꝛſahe 
and to ay efptie quene(Jme;tahe 
By dale and che by dot 
Into his ſadyl he ctambe anoony 
und priched ouer ſtyle and ſtone 
n elphe quene to aſppe 
T pk he ſo long hath rpdey and goon 
That he fonde a prpue Wone 
y the countre of fapre ſo wylde 
Fot in that countre Was ther none 
{1r-pttjer wyf ne chylde 
Cpl that ther cam a grete geaunt 
{519 name Was ſtr oliphaunt 
1 partous may of dede 
und ſapde childe by termaffaunt 
But if thou pryche oute of mpy haunt 
unone z ſte thy ſtede With mace 
Here is this quene of fapre 
with harpe and lote and ſpmphony 
Duekkyng iy this place 
The childe ſapde alſo moot g the 
To moꝛobbe wol g mete with the 
Whay that haue mpy armoure 
und yet J hope par mp fap 
That thou ſhalt With thiskaunce gay 
Abpey it fuk ſoꝛe Thy ma we 
Shal J perce if map 
Oꝛ it be fully pryme of the day 
Foꝛ here ſtjatt thou be ſła we 
Sir Topas dre we abahe fulle faſte 
The ttpaunt at him ſtones caſt 
Oute of a fyl ſtaf ſtynge 
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Ryme of ſir Topas 


But fapre a ſcappd ſir Thopas 
and al was through goddes grace 
and through his faire beryng 

pe lyſteneth loꝛdynges tomy take 
Peryeꝛ thay the nygujtyngale 
wol with pou roune 

Kow ſir Cuopas With ſpdes ſmake 
— yng ouit hłłe and dale 

s come agap to tou 

His merp meh comaundith he 

Co make him bothe ga me and gle 
(02 nedes muſt he fight 

with a gyaunt With hedes thre 
ſoz paramoure and iokite 

Df one that ſtone ſo bright 
Come do he ſapde mp mpnſtrafkes 
and geſtoures fox to tefle tales 
none ih mp armyng 

Of Romaunces that been rpaffe 
Of popes and of cardpnalle 
und ehe of foue longyng 

They fet him foꝛth j wete wyne 
and mede ih a meſſelpne 

and rale ſpycłoꝛy 

Df gyngebrede that was ſo fyne 
And kxcoꝛice and ehe comyi 

with ſugre that is tzp 

He hadde ne xte his white kere 
Of clothe alake fyne and ere 

a breche and ehe a ſherte 

And next his ſhert a haheton 
And ouir that a! Jabergeoy 

#02 perſpntt of hioherte 
Indouez that a fyne hauberhe 
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Ryme of Sir Topas 


was alle p wrontftht of Jues warke 

ful ſtrong it was of plate 

And ouer that his cote armonre 

As Ute as is tte lyły floure 

n Whiche he wol debate 

Nis ſuełde was al of golde ſo rede 

und tterty was a Bozes hede 

a charbokyl by his ſyde 

And there he ſwoꝛe on ale and brede 

Hob ttjat the gyaunt ſtafbe dede 

Vetyde what map betyde 

is ianbedeux were of qupreBokp 

His ſweꝛdis ſhethie of puoꝛy 

is hel me of tatouy bright 

His ſadyk Was of rewelbone 

His brydel as the ſone ſhone 

Oꝛasthe mone light 

Bio ſpere was of fyne cypreſſe 

Chat bedith warze and nothyng peas 

The hede fulle ſharpe p grounde 

His ſtede Was alle dappyl gray 

[jt goth an amble in the wey 

fulle ſoftkp and rounde ty londe 

o loꝛdynges myn here is a fytte 

If pe wol any moze of it 

To telle pet wolle H fonde 

n Ou holde pouz mouthe paz charite 
Botfje knpgft andfadp fre 

Undberhneth to mp ſpelle 

{ fa batapk of cheualry 

And of ladyes loue drurpe 

Anoon |} Wof pou telle 

Men ſpete of Romapnes of prpce 

Of hoꝛnchylde and of ppotyſe 
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Ryme of ſir Topas 


Of buys andof ſirgap 
Of ſic kiBeuy and of ſir pkapndemonre 
put ir Topas berith the ffoure 
Df :palke cheuakry 
$i ttode ſtede alle he beſt rode 
714d foꝛth Spoy lis Wep he rode 
.2 ſparke oute of bronde 
P pon his creeſt tie bare a toure 
And the rin ſtpched a lyly floure 
God ſekde his body from ſhonde 
vnd foꝛ he was a hnptht auenterous 
He nolde ſtepe ty none houſe 
Put liggen ty his hode 
His brigut helme was his wontzeꝛ 
and by Baptettj his deſt rer 
Oh herbes fpne and good 
Him ſelf dranke Water of the Welle 
ds dyd the knyght ſir percpuet 
Zo wozthekp vndre wede 
n O moxzeof this foꝛ goddes dignyte 
Foꝛ ttjou quod oure tjooſt mah pſt ine 
So erp of thy ve rꝛyli Wdneſſe 
Chat afſo wys god mp ſoule btes 
Myy eris al y of ttp draftp ſpeche 
Lob ſuche a 2pme the deupt J beteche 
This may wele be a ry me doftrel quod be 
y ſo quod g why wolt thou let me 
Poꝛe of my tale than a notfez may 
Sithen it is the beſt ryme that Jcay 
By god quod he fulle playnty at one woꝛde 
Thy drafty rymyng is nat woꝛth a toꝛde 
Thou doſt nauttht cles but ſpendeſt pie 
Sir at one woꝛde thou ſhalt nokengeꝛ ryme 
Let ſe Whethez thou canſt augßt telle ty geſte 


Fo 


The Woꝛdes of the booſt 


Oꝛ telle in proſe ſomWhat at the leſt 


jy Whiche ther map be ſome mprtle 02 doctryne 


Gladky quod he by goddes ſwete ppne 
wol pou telle a lyteł thyng in proſe 
Cliat ougijt to lyhe pou as i ſuppoſe 

£2 elles certayn pe be dangerous 

qt is a moꝛał tate ertudus 

al Be it tolde ſomtyme in ſondrp Wpſe 
Of ſondrp fotte asg ſhat you deupſe 
and thus pe Wwete that euerp tuangetyſt 
Tha t ted is the payne 02 gjeſuctiſte 

Ne ſapth nat alle thyng as his fekaWe doth 
Hut neuirthetes their ſentence is alle ſotſj 
And alle accoꝛdyng as in theire ſentence 
At be ther in theire tellyng difference 

Foz ſom of them ſapth moꝛe and ſome leſſe 
way they his pytous paſſtouy expreſſe 
me ne of mathe mathe be Luke and hon 
But doutles theire ſentence is ałle one 
Ther foꝛe loꝛdynges g you be ſeche 

f that pe thynhe g bary ty ſpeche 

As thus thoutth I tete ſome defe ſhoze 

Of prouetbes thay ye haue herde Bifoze 
Comprehended in this lytel tretys here 
To enfoꝛce with the e ffecte of my matere 
And though q nat the ſame woꝛdes ſap 

us pe laue herde pet topou alle ij pray 
Bfampth me nat foꝛ as iy mp ſentence 
Shulie pe nowhere fpnde no difference 
Foꝛ the ſentence of ttjiv tretp lyte 

after the Wfſiche meiy tale this J wryte 
And the rfoꝛe herkueth What 3 ſhalle ſay 
und let me telle my tale g pou pray 
Sequituꝛ Chaucers take 


pong may that called was 
a melkebeus the whiche was 
mpghty and tyche begat a 
dougßtet pon his wyf that called 
was prudence. whiche doughtcr cal 
led was: Soph ye, pon a dap befyf 
that he foꝛ his diſpoꝛte wente hym in 
to the fetdps for to pla his wyf 7 
hie doughter hath he le fte within his 
60116 of wiche the dorcs were faſt 
ſhute. Thre of his lde fore hath hit 
aſpped 7 ſette ladders vnto toe wal 
fes of his Fous 7 b the wyndo wes 
ben entryd in And bete his wpf: and 
Wortded G16 dous iter with frue mo? 
tal woundes in eue ſond rye places 
that is to ſap ty i c feet. 11) het han 
des. in her eres, © Her noſe and in her 
mouthe, and {x#teyz her foꝛ dede and 
wenten Ger wa 6, wßan meſfel ens 
tetomed war 11 to G16 Hours and ſa 
we al this in ch yef. he ſyſic a mad 


* 


man — hte lothcebege 1 fo Us 
pc and ct pe. 
1zudence ßis Wif as ſcrfon 
pas ſhe durſt beſoughte bym 
of his weping to ſtynte Wut 
not forthp he began to wepe net ve 
cut fenget the more. This noble 
Wpf peudence rememberd her pon 
the ſentence of Ouyde i $18 book:c 
that cleped ia tHe Remedype of lone 
where as he ſapts$. He 16 a fool thar 
diſttobſeth the modre to wepe in tf'e 
dethe of be: childe. tyl ſhe Bach Veep te 
het fille ae fo: a crrfapy tet and 
than ſfaf a man doo ßig diltgence 
wyth anpable woꝛdes her to com 
fo:te, And prape ber of ber weprug 


fo) crfſe. 402 Which reaſon thi noble 
Wyf pridence ſuffryd Fer huſbonde 
rye a fo: a ceitapn ſpace 
Ber tpine. fe fard 
Cas imp fo:d 
87-4 


to WrypC 7 
And wha ſhe love 
to HyMr) 093 £548 ten 
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The Talc of Lhaueer 


ſapd ſhe why mal:c pe pour ſelf fo; 
to be ſyſit a fool fo ſoth it apertap - 
ncth not to a wpſc manto mal2e ſu⸗ 
che ſoꝛo we pour doughter by the gra 
ce of god ſhal wariſſhe 7 eſcape. 7 al 
were it ſo p ſhe right now were dede. 
pc ne ought not for her deth pour ſelf 
to dyſtro ye. Denelie ſayth. the wy⸗ 
ſe man ſhal taſie not to grete diſcs 
foꝛte ſoꝛ the deth of his childtey. but 
certes he ſhnlo ſuffre it in paciece as 
wel as he abydeth the deth of his 0 / 
wen p2opre perſone, 
His mel lebe anſ werd anon 
and ſapde what man ſhole 
of his wepyng ſtpnte y yath 
ſo grete cauſe to wepe. Theſu crpſt 
our loꝛd ßym ſelf wepte fo: the dethe 
of fazarus h1s f:ende, Prudence anſ 
werd certes wel J wote a temperate 
wepyeig is nothing defended to hym 
that is ſotowful amonge fol: in 
ſoꝛo we. Your it 16 rather graunted 
{p11 to wepe. The apoſtle Pauſe 
vnto tze oma pn wrpteth a)anp 
ſhal retopſe wyth hem that malie 10 
pe and wepe wyth ſuche fol lie as pp 
ne. But a temperate wepyug fough 
it be granted pry, Duttagcous we 
pyng certia ia defeded meſure of wes 
pyng ſhold be coſidred after the ſoꝛc 
p Deucſic techeth vowhaͤ thy frende 
ia dede ſapd ge. Lete not thin cyen be 
to moyſi of terps nc to moche drie Al 
tgougij thy trerps com to thpy cyen 
ſote ße not faſſe And whan thou 
Gaſt ſoſt thy freude do dyſigentſy to 
acte the another frẽde. And this is be 
fer thay foꝛ to wepe for thy frende 


whiche thou haſt loſi, For theriy is 
no bott {nd ther ſoꝛc pf thou gourr; 
ne the by ſapience put away ſoꝛowe 
out of thy herte . 
Emembꝛc the that Jheſug 
DOyptce ſi ſapth. That ama 
that is Jopous {7 gſade in 
herte. it hym conſeructh flouſſßyng 
in age. and ſothſy ſoroufulherte ma 
lꝛcth his bones dꝛye. He ſapth cle 
thus that ſoꝛo we in herte ſterth ful 
many a man. Dalamon ſapth that 
as moghtes in the ſhep flees anoperh 
the clothes. 7 the ſmaſe Wormes the 
fres Right lo enope(h ſotow the her 
te of a md. Wherfo: vd ought as wel 
in the deth of our chyldten as in the 
ſoſſe of our goodes tompoteſſ ſaue 
pacicncc. Remembepng on the pan 
cut Job. whan he had loft his chil 
dren and his tempotel goodes had 
enduted many a ful grenous temp- 
facion. pet ſayd ße thus, Out lord 
gath gyuen it to me. Out ſord hath 
berafte hit me. right ſo as out (0:d 
Gat wold right fo it 16 doy. y bleſſid 
be the name of out lord. 
O thiſe fo:ſapd thinges anſ 
werde mcf[c6eus to his wyf 
pꝛudẽce alle thy woꝛdes ben 
ſoth ſaid he and therto pꝛouffytable 
But truſy py hert is trobefd with 
this ſoꝛo we ſo greuouſly that J wo 
te not what to doo. Late aſtßy ticwe 
frendes ſapd prudece 2 alſe tßy ſyg⸗ 
nage whiche that ben wiſe come Un 
to the 7 teffe to thom pour caas and 
ßerſien what thy ſay in couceyſſyng 
gouern pou after ßer ſentence. 


The Tafe of Chaucer 


Salamon ſaith werſ:e alſt rip thin 


ges by coyncepl 7 thou ſhalt ncuct 
tepenteſ Th an by cauſe of the conu/ 
cepf of his wyf pꝛudence. This (Yer; 


on of folſie as Lirurgyens Phiſici- 
ens: oſde foſſꝛe and ponge aud ſom / 
me of his olde enonyes recouncpled 
as by theyt ſemblance to Fs ſour a 
to hid grace and there vithaͤll came 
ſonune of his nepghbours that dyd 
hy renereuce moꝛc for diede thay 
fo: louie as it Happeth of te There co 
men alſo many ſubtpl flateres and 
wyſe aduocates lerned in the la we. 
And whan thyſe foſſie to gydet aſ⸗ 
ſembfed were. This (Yeffebens ſhe 
wed to them in ſoꝛo we ful wyſc his 
caas Aud by the maner of his ſpeche 


ſebeus lete callen a grete tongꝛegacy 


. 


hit ſemed that in his hette He bare a 


cuek pre redp to do Fengeance pon 
his foos. and ſodenſy deſpred that he 
ſhol begynne the warre, But neuet 
thefes yet a ved he thepr corieyk vᷣpon 
this mater. A cyrurgyen by lpcence 
aud aſſeute of ſuche as were wyſe ro 
ſc vp. And to Melſebeus ſapd as pe 
may here . 
Jreſapd he as to Vs Cyt 
8 Uuraypens. hit apperteyncth 
þ we doo to cuctp wygßt 
he beſt that we can doo. where as 
we be wythßolden aud to our pac 
ute that we do no dommage. wher - 
for hit happetß many tyme and ofte 
That wßan two men haue the other 
won ded one Lprurapen befeth Hem 
bothe. wßerfoꝛe Brito ont arte Fit 16 
not pertynent to notiſſße werten ne 


partyes to ſuppoite. But certes as 
to the waryſſhyng 7 helpug of pour 
doughter al be it ſo that ſhe be pero 
ſouſſy hurt and wounded, we ſhal 
do ententpf beſpnes fro day to 0a p 
that wpth the grace of god ſhe ſha! l- 
be hoof and ſound as ſone as po 
bſe is. Almoſt ty the ſame w yen 
pßiſiqẽs anſ werd ſauc that thi p | 11 
den a ſewe wordes moo. That lr! 
as maladyts ben cured by thcpt « 
frarpes.right ſo ſHal mey war 
wer te by pees {tits frpned frenoes } 
ſemed reconcepfed and his fluter 
made ſemblaunte of wepyiig 7 7 
pcyted aod grutched moch 
mate! Pꝛeyſpug greteſy mill: V4 
of mygßt. of power of rpchethc + 

of frendes.diſptapſing the po we ! 
hid aduerſarpes. aud ſapd veierty |} 
fe anone ſhold wref:en hy 
aducrſarpes begynmpng warten 
tooſe than an aduocate p was wy/ 
bp fcue and by coucepl of other ten 
were wpſe. And ſayd l0:dpiiges / 
the nede Whiche we Ben aftombier 
this place ia ful hcup thing and beg, 
mater bp cauſe of the wionge ane 
of the wpeſtednes that Hath ben don 
and cf:c by teſon of the arere don 
maged that in tymc coming ve po! 
ſyhſe to faſſe fo: the fame. Aud ate 
bp reſon) of the grete ticheſſe and of 
Be po wer of the partpes bothe fo. 
the whiche Hit were a ful grete peryl 
fo erten in this mater. Wherfo! met 
ſebeua this 16 our entent. we comncepl 
polt:abonur af thing that right anon 
chou do dyligence N ſicpyug of thy 


4 1. 


Ther Taſe of Chauncet 


Ls 


pꝛopꝛt perſone in ſuche wyſe þ thon 
ne want none eſpye ne watche. thy 
Body fot to ſaue. 7 after in ty hous 
we counceplle that thou ſette ſuffici⸗ 
ent garnyſon ſo as they map as we l 
thy body as thy Fous defende. Mut 
tertea ſoꝛ to meue warte ne ſodenſ y 
fo: to do Bengeance . we may not de⸗ 
me in ſo ſytyltyme that hit ſhold be 
p:ouffytable whßeꝛfoꝛ we a ven ſeyſe: 
7 ſpace (9 haue deſyberacion in this 
caas to deme. Fo: the comyn pꝛouet 
ſapth thus He that ſone demetß . ſone 
ſal repente. and ef2e men ſap that. þ 
Juge ia Wyſe p ſone Inderſtondetß 
a mater and Jugetß bp ſcyzer. For 
alſe be it ſo that tarpeng be nopfuf, 
Aſgates it is not to be tepꝛoucd in ye 
upng of Jugement nein Vengeance 
taſeyng whay it ia ſuſftcient 7 reſo - 
able. And that ſhewed our ſoꝛd ißt 
cyſt by euſampfe. Fo: whan the wo 
man þ was taſ een in adFoutrp was 
6101 ght in hiapᷣſence to fino we what 
ſhold be do of her perſonne, Al be it þ 
Ge wpſt welſe hym ſelf what Be wold 
do p*t ne wold he anſwere ſondenſy 
but he woſde haue defpberacion, and 
in the grond he wrote twpes. And 
by this cauſe we ape delybetactoun 
and we ſhaſtßan by the grace of god 
coticeyſ pow that thing that 16 moſt 
p:offitabfe, Op ſtarte thay the 
ponge folſꝛe attones 7 the moſt par 
cof this copanpe haue ſcorned thps 
ofde wyſe may and begonneto ma. 
fe noyſe and ſalden Right ſo as whe 
fe (Gat pron 16 hote men ſFolde inte 
Right ſo while that thia thing 16 fa. 
ſhe and newe ſhold men wecſleen her 
W:onges, And wpth a foude Yops 


they cryden warte. warte. Op rose 
then one of this of de wyſc men and 


made contenaunce wyth his hande y 
men ſhold holde hem ſtyl 3 peice hym 
andpence. Loꝛdynges ſapd he ther is 
ful many a may that crpeth warte 
warte that wote fuſſptpl what war 
re amountet6 .warre at hie beapn 
nyng hath ſo grete ay ntiee and ſog 
farge peuery wygßt map entie why 
6pm ſylieth 7 ſygßtſy fynde warte. 
Gut certes what ende that therof hal 
faſſe it ts not ſpght to f110 we for ſ0 
thſy whan that warte 16 once br gon 
there is full many a chifde yub021i7 
of hid ;noder that ſhal dye and ſicrie 
pong bp cauſe of that warte 0: lp 
ſpur in ſoꝛo we 02 deye in wretchpy 
neſſe And thefoꝛ oꝛon⁵ warte begin 
men muſt Fane guſe councepl 7 gre 
te defpberacaory}clnd whan this olde 
ma) wende to haue enfo2ced his tafe 
by reſons. wef11pghe attones began 
they aſtatiſe fo: to beck: ha tale ano 
bad ful faſtchts woꝛdes tab egg. 
Fo: ſothſy who ſo pꝛech yth to them 
that haue no ſuſte to here his taſet 
woꝛdes oꝛ hie ſermon anopcth them 
fo! Theſus ſpral: ſapth that muſtſie 
in Wypping ia a nopons thing. This 
16 a6 mochc to fave. as moche auap 
{cth to ſpelꝛe before foſſic to whom 
his ſpeche anopeth. As it doth to ſin 
ge befoꝛe hy that wepetelnd wha 
this olde man ſawe p he wanted an 
dence Af ſHamefaſt be ſette Hp1m 0019 
agaypny. fo: ſafamon faith. there as 
thou mayſt Gaucnone andicnce, CO! - 
force the not to ſpeſ1e , I ſee wel ſaid 
(hrs wyſe man p the comm pronerbe 
16 ſoth. That good colicepl wanteth 


dg 
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The Tal of Liamer 


whay it is moſſe nede. 


Et had this meſlſebeus in | 


p His counceyſ many foll:c 
that puucly in his ere cou 
ceylled hym certapy thinges x coun 
cepfled hym contrarye in general au 
dience. whan Mellebeus ſawe that 
the greteſt paxte of his counceyl we⸗ 
re actoꝛded that he ſhold malie war- 
re. anon he condeſcended to they: coli 
eylſyng and fully affermed thepr 
ſentence. 
p lord ſaid pꝛudence J ou 
m beſeche as herthely as I da 
te t can ne haſte you not 
to faſte. And foꝛ alle guerdons as 
peue me audpence, Fot piers alfons 
ſayth. who ſo doth to the other good 
02 harme haſte the not to acqupte it. 
for in this wpſe thy frende wpf aby⸗ 
de. and thyn enempe ſhal the lenget 
lyue in drede. The pꝛouerbe ſapth he 
haſtith wel that can abyde wyſeſp. 1 
1 wyclꝛe d haſte 16 no proffpt . 
His Meſſebeus anſ werde 
t to his wyf prudence. Iput 
poſe not ſapd he to werl:e 
by thy couſceyl ſoꝛ many cauſes and 
t ſons Fo? cettes tuety wygßt wold 
holde me than a fool thts ia to ſape 
yf 1 fo: thp counceyſſyng wold cha 
ge thinges that ben oꝛdeyned and af 
frrmed bp ſo many wyſe peple. He- 
condfp I ſape that affe women ben 
wickꝛed and none good of them) alle 
Fo: of a thuſand men ſapth ſalamo 
IJ fond one good But of af women 
rfes good women ſonde I neuer 
1001, And alfo certes of gouerne 


me by thy coilcep(it ſjold ſeme Gat 
4 hade gpue to the ouet me the mal - 
frye. And god foꝛbede that it Were [5 
Fo: Iheſus ſpral: ſayth that pf t' y 
wyf hane the mapſtrpe Dhe 16 on 
ttatious to het huſbond And ſata 
mon ſapth to thy wyf nc to thy vl 
de ne to thy frende neuer in op (14 117 
ptue po wet ouer thy ſelf, For 
it were that thy chyl dien ast 
th ynges that hem 1iedeth than te 
fe thy ſelf in the hondes of thy vhs 
dꝛen and certes pf I ſHoſd were 
coiuiceyſſyng my counceypl mill! } 
ſomtyme ſecret tyl it were tpyme (+ 
it muſte be linowe. And the, 
not be pf J ſhold be counceplle'© | 
Ge. Foꝛ women can Uepe no 

Han dame p:udence fu 

w bonaprfp and wrth g. 

pacmre hade herde al! 
Get huſ bond lilꝛc fo: 19 fap tha av 
ſge of hym Cicence for fo fpeftr ; 10: 
in this wyſe mp lorde fapd ſhe ne 
pou: firſt teſon it may lightly v 
werd fo: Jſap that it is no folve « 
c<aunee counceyl whan He thy, 
18 chaunged 0: effi6 Whay the tr 
ſemets5 other wyſe ta if Was vet 
and mote ouct Iſay though tha! 
haue ſworn and be hygßt co per te 
me pour empꝛyſe and by Tiff can 
pe da it not men hol de not ſap tha 
fo? that pe were a (per ne foiſwon 
Fo? that bool: ſapth p the wyſe man 
malicth no ſeſpg whan be toten 
$18 c02age to the better Ind af belt 
ſo that pour anpepfe be eſtabſyſſhnd 
and oꝛdepned bygtete multitude of 


1 mm 


Tget Tafe of Lg@ucer 


peple. pet dar ye not accomplyſſhe v 
, ſame oꝛdenaunce but pow lilic. Fo! 
tte tꝛouthc of thynges and the ptof - 
| fpt berather fouid in fewe foll2e that 
ben wyſe and full of teſon than by 
grete muſtytude of peplewher enerp 
mã claterith what þ him lyſt, ſothly 
ſuche multitude of peple is not ho 
ncſi{and to the ſecond teſon woher as 
pe ſayn that al women ben wpel2ed 
Daune pour g2ace. certes pe deſpict al 
women in this wyſc. and ße that all 
de / piſetß. af deſpſeſetg as ſaith the bo 
f:c, ſencſic ſapth who ſo wol haue 
ſappruce ſhal no man diſpꝛayſe but 
hr jhal gladſp teche the ſcience that he 
an Wpthout pteſiunpcton 0: p2pde, 
and ſucye thynges as he can not. he 
ſhal not be aſhamed for to lerne hem 
and enquyte of ſaſſe folſie thay hym 
ſelfſ 41d that there hath ben many a 
good woman it map be preupd. Fo! 
crpſt wolde neuer deſcende foꝛ to be 
bome of a woman pf al womne had 
be wyelied and after that foꝛ the gre 
te bounte that is in out ſoꝛd thu ctiſt 
whan he was riſen from deth to, lyf. 
appeitd rather to a woman than to 
his appoſtſes. and though that ſala 
mon ſaid he fond neuer womd good 
pct foloweth not ther foꝛ that al wo 
men ben wycſiꝛed Foꝛ thought he fon 
de no good woman certes many a 

nother md hath fonden many a wo 
man ful good. and ful trwe . 0! lis 
perauenture ißentent of Dafamoy 
was this that in ſouctayn bounte he 
fond no woman This is to ſap that 
there 16 no wygßht ſo good that he ne 
wanteth ſom of the perfectiö of god 


that is his malter. 
Our thrpde reſon is thps . 
pe ſape that pf ye gouctne 
pou be mp councepl it ſhof 


de ſeme that ye had peue me the maiſ 
ttye and the ſoꝛdſhip ouer pour perſo 
ne. Dpreſaue pour grace.it1s not ſo 
pef it ſo were that noman ſhold bee 
couceyſſed but onſy of hem that had 
ſoꝛdſhip and maiſttie of his perſonc 
chen wold not be counceplled ſo of 


te as they ben. for ſoth(p that may ; 


a yeth coticepk of a. purpos. vet hath 
he ſis fre chops whether he wyl wer 
ſie by that coricepl'02 not 4 did as to 
pour fourth teſon there that ye ſap j 
the Janaferpe of woman can not hp 
de t6pnges that they ſꝛo we. as who 
ſapthf a women can not hyde þ ſhee 
woof . Syte thyſe woꝛdes been to 
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glcreſſes and wickied of whiche wo⸗ 
men men) ſap, that thre th yngts drp⸗ 
uc a man ſone out of his hon (Hat 
ts to ſayc.ſmoſie. droppyug of tayn 
and wpc2ed wpucs. And of ſuche 
women ſapth Daſamoy .that 1t we 
re Getter to dwekler in deferte thay 
wyth a woman that ia rpotoius, and 
ſyt bp pour ſcue that am not J. 
Fo: pe haue ful ofte aſſaped my gie 
te ſplence and my grete pacrence . 
And cſꝛe how wel J cay hyden and 
Befe tñ yngces thgt men ought ſecte tie 
to Fpde. = ſ-tGfp as to pout 
fpfthe reſon where that pe ſape that 
in wicfred councepf women Vapn 
quiſſhe men god wote that reſon) ſia 
deth here in no ſkede, fo: Vuder 
ſtonde now that pe a ve counceyl to 
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do wyckꝛedues And pf ye wol werf:c 
wicliednes. And pour wyf reſtrap - 
ne that wyclꝛed putpoos and ouct 
come pou bp teſon and by goodeou 
cyl. Lertcs pour wyf ought rather 
to be prapſed than to be blamed. 
Thus ſhold pe vnderſtoöͤde the philo 
ſophte that wicked vapn⸗ 
quiſſhe het hu ſbondes ſdnd there as 
pe blamen alle women and her re / 
ſons. 1 ſhalle ſhewe by enſample þ 
they be good and pꝛouffytable. Ele 
ſonune men haue ſayd that the coti⸗ 
ctyl of women is to dere oꝛ ſkis to 
ſityl of pꝛys. But af be it ſo þ many 
women be bad. 7 her councepleupls 
and nothing wo:th. pet haue men 
founde ful many a good woman 7x 
d:\crete and wyſe in counceyllynge. 
Lo Jacob be the counceyl of his mo 
der Rebecca whan the bleſſyng of p- 
faac his fader and the lordſhip ouet 
al his brethery,, Iuditß bp her goode 
touceyſ deſyueied the cyte of becthule 
in whiche he dwellyd out of the han 
des of olyphernes that had beſiege d 
it and wold haut it diſtroped . Abt / 
carf defauerpd Nabal Fer huſbond 
fro dauid the lꝛyng that wolde haue 
ſſayn 6pm And peeſpd the pre of the 
liynge by her wytte and by her good 
councepl. Heſter by the councepl 
tußaunced gretely the people of god 
in the Regne of Aſſuerus the (png 
t ſam the boũte in good coltcepllyng 
of manp a good woman men may 
el fc. And eſꝛe more ouet whay our 
lo: d god had made Adam our fo! 
met fader. he ſapd in this wyſe it 16 


wot good may to be affon. malie w. 
to hym an helpe ſembſable to hy 
ſeiſ io here map ye ſee that pf wonie 
were not good and ßer cottrep{ goo) 
and p:ouffptaple, Ou: f0:0 god of 
he uen Wold nen haue wrought h 
ut cquli d fem Beſpe of man but ta- 
ther confuſion of may. And the 
tcſapd ones a cketfiem two very 
hat is better tha Jaſpar, wyfecon 
Aud What is better tg; an wpſecom 
woman 7 what is better tgan gos 
woman.nothriig. dnd fort vy 
mony other teſons map pe fee nt 
matip women been good and 
councepl good aud p:ouffptabl! 
Aud ther foꝛ pf pe wyltruſt ton 
couceylſyng 3 hal refiore you 
doughter Fool and founde And cl 7 
I wyl do ſo moche that pe ſFalle ha- 
ue Honour ty this caas . Wan 
mellebee had her de the wo: des o 
wyf Prudence, He ſayd thus, I [re 
wel that (He woꝛde of Hafamor 1s 
ſofH: He faith that wo:des that bren 
ſpolien diſc etefy by 0:denaunre bon 
Fonprom bes f0: thep peut | weten 
to the ſoule t hoſſommes to the bade 
Dy cauſe of thp ſwete wo:des 7 
eſte fo: I aue aſſaped and preied 
thy girte ſapience and thy grete {i014 
the I wp(gourrne me by (hy £014! - 
crpl m afmane: (Gpng 
Now ſpr ſayd dame priidence . fr 
pe Boucheſauf to be gourmed by my 
cunceyl I wy enforme pow how 
pe ſFal qoiterme pow in chrſpng of 
pour coimrer( Firſt to fore af wet - 
(ps yr ſal beſeche the Brghe god þ 
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He be your coꝛicryl 7 ſhape yo bo to ſu 
che cutent þ he peue yo w councepl! e 
cõfoꝛte 43 tod pe taught his ſonc At 
al tp:nes thouſ alt pſeſe 7 prac hun 
to drefſc thy wapes And ole that ai 
thy councepl be in hym fo: cucimoꝛc 
Saynt Jam ele ſapth pf onp of 
you haue nde of ſaprence. d ve it of 
god And after that than ſhal ye talic 
councepl in poirr ſelf . And cvamyne 
wel pour thoughtes of ſuche thinges 
as ye tipuſie that hen beſte fo: pour 
p:ouffpt And than ſhal yr diyuc a⸗ 
way f:0/1 pour hettes tho thinges p 
ben contraryous to good coumcrylle 
thia ig to ſap. pte couctyſc. 7 haſte 
neſſe. Firſt Ge that a veth councepk of 
hy feff .L -rtes ße muſt be wythou 
ten pre. fo! many cauſea. The firſte 
td thts p hr that Hath ꝗtete pre and 
wrath in hym ſelf. Ge weneth al wap 
to do thp11q that he map not do aud 
ſccondlp he that is prous 7 wrathful 
map not deme wel And he that map 
not deme wefe map not ef concepl 
Anotgcr 1a this He that 18 prons 7 
wrathfufas ſapth Denckie map not 
ſpelie but blamefuſtßyngesg. And 
woth $16 Bicpous woꝛdca be ſtereth 
other foſſie to angie and to pre and 
ele ſyt pe muſt drpue courtpſe out of 
pour herte fo! thappoſtſe ſapth that 
colictyſe 16 the rote of alle harines . 
And truſte weftFat a conetous may 
can not dem wel ne eHpnttc but on 
fp to fur ſfylle the ende of $13 /courtpſe 
an) cerics that map ncuer be occoms- 
plyſſ ed For eurr morethe move Ha + 
Bundaunce a man Gath of richeſſe. 
the moꝛe he deſpꝛeth. And pe muſe 


alſo drpue out of pour herte Haſty, 

nes. Fo: certes pr map not deme fo! 
the beſte haſteſi a ſoden ihougßt that 
faſſetß in pour herte . Opt pe muſte 
aupſe poit an it ful offe. Fo? as pe 
herde to ſoꝛe the compy puerbe. wht 
che is this. he that ſone demetß ſone 
repentetß. Syte pe be not al way m 
ſpl:e dyſpoſicton For cettes ſomtym 
ſuche th yng as ſemelß that 16 good 
fo: to do . Another tyme it ſemeth to 

pou the contrarpe. 1d whay pe ha 

ue tale councept in pour ſeff and ha 

ue dned by good delpbrracton ſu / 

che thyng as ſemeth yon beſte. Than 
counceyſ pou to liepe ut ſecrete And 
bewrap: not pont councepl to ony 

pſone but pf it ſo be þ ye wene ſiſꝛet. 

ſy þ tGrugh pour bewrapeng poure 
condicion ſFakle be to pow the more 

pꝛouffptable Fo: 16us ſpraf? ſaith. 

"ether to thy ſtende. ne to thy foo diſ 
couer not thy ſecrete counceyl. ne thy 
foſpe. For they wyl peue the aydien⸗ 

t. loſyng 7 ſuppoꝛtyng in pont pie 
ſence. And ſcomne you in pour abſen 
ce, Ay other clerſie ſaytß that ſcarſe 
ſy ſhaſt thou fynde onp perſone that 
may ſiepe counceyſ ſecreteſy. The bo 
f:c ſaith whifes p thon ſꝛepeſt thy coil 
cepl in thy herte. thou liepeſt it ty thy 
p:pſoy. 7 whan thou wrapeſt hit to 
onp wygßt he holdetß the in his ſna⸗ 
re. And tßerſoꝛe it 18 better to hpde 
yotit counceył in pour ßerte tha pia 
pe hym to hiho pe haue bewrayed 
pour counryh that he wold ſiepe tt 
oed 7 ſtylſe. For ſeneca ſarth pf if 
ve ſo that thou ne map thy councepl 
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hyde How darſt thou pray onp olhet 
wygßt to hyde thp counceyl 7 i2cpe if 
ſecrete. But pf ihou wene ſilꝛctiy j 
thy bewrayyng of thy councepi to a 
petſone wplmalte thy codieton ſion 
ding in the better pſygßt. thay ſhalt 
thou tefle hyen thy toliet yl as in thee 
wyſe. Fiſttlou ſhalt malie no ſem 
blaunce whether the were leuet pics 
of werre 02 this 02 that ne ſhe we tim 
not thy wp? ne thyn cutente for teu 
te wel that comumſptß yſe counceyt 

ſouto ben flaterers nomety the coun 
ceplfours of grete ſoꝛd ce. Fetlhep 
enfo2cc them alway rather to ſpet:c 
pfapſaunt wo:des enc{pripug to the 
lo:des ſuſte than woes that bey tie 
we and pꝛouffptable. 510 ther{ore 
men ſayn that the tieße man hath ſil 
dewhan good counceyſ but pf Fe ha 

ue it of hem ſelf. {11d after that thou 
ſhaſt confidere thy ftendes and tt yy 
mem yes. t as touchyng thy fiche 
tou ſhaſt conſpdere which of then 
ben moſte ticwe wyſeſt, moft fayth 

ſuf oldeſt and moſt appꝛoued 11 con 
ttylſyng And of hon ſhalt thou a ve 
ty concepl a6 the caas requpreth. 4 
ſay firſt þ ye ſhal clepe to pour cum 
ſtyl pour frendes p ben tiewe f 02a 
ſamoy ſait6 right as tic Eeate of a 
man deſytetß in ſaudour that 16 fwete 
Right ſo the councepl of frewe fun 

des peneth ſwetence th the fonte Ce 
ſaith alſo there map no ting to ber 
ſpſtened to atit we fende for 1 (er 
gold ne ſyſunt be not ſo moch worth 
as the good wyſ as tFe trewe fiende 
t tlie he faith þ a ewe frinde 16 a 
gietfe defenſe, who p it fprideth .ce1 


tes he fyndeth a grete treſour chan 
ſhaſ pe clic vndetfion de pf p pour tie 
we frender ben drferete aug wy fe fo: 
(fe bool: ſaith d ve al ue ti p concert 
of them p ben wyſe e by this lane re 
ſon) ſhalle pe clrpe to pour concept! Of 
pour frendes p ben of age he 
hauefſcyn many thyiices 7 Vin Cv 
peit in dpue-ſethinges, re appourt 
1» (onceptipug. fo: the bool: faith in 
olde mo 16 the ſapience 7 in lenge (t 
mc that prudence and tulinus ſayth. 
grete thinges ben not ap accomply! - 
ſhed by ſitenthe re by difpueriics a 
body. but bp counctpl and by cif) 
Iyfrof perſoncd and by fegen 
Which thiethinges ne be not eben 
age but crit 6 thepenfore and a 
„et dap by dar. And than tte 
[:cpc this fo! a generapl retwe +1171 
ſhal peckepeto pour cottecrfa fr we 
or you frenides th of boy fperpal $0: 
ſalamoy ſaith Warip a fende han 
thou. but amorigeatiouturdifrir 
He one bett prouncertloa fo: alle 
be if ſo ᷣ ti ou firſt telfe thy con oy! le 
{0 fee. Thou moe after teeth 
ouccyl to mo folfte vf it be tice n 
fol:calwap ji thy coltoyliorty Fol 
tho threcondreicne p ate ed be 
ſoꝛe pts to ſaretfat thep be tree 
wpſe 7 of oldeevperience. and Bert! 
nos alu ay imnaury nede by one col 
ceplfour afſone fo? foriry me ut bet 0/ 
uthto be Olioepiled bremen fo: 
ſalamo faith. ſofuacon of (hinges 
hore WET by Wanponwylſours 
fow fie T Banc tofde poof 
Which folic tha ve Hold ber cor 
Nowe wyl I eeffe whiafe 
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H ye ſhaleſchewe. Firſt ye 
ſchal eſche we the counceyllyng of fo, 
leu. F023 Dalamoy ſayth tai ꝛc noo 
councepſ of a fool fo: fe nc can not 
councepC but after his luſte and (ps 
affection. The bool: ſapth that the 
properte of a fool ia this. He troweth 
har me lpghtly of euery wpaghte. 
And lpghtly troweth al bounte in 
hym felf. pe ſal alſo eſchewe the coli 
ceylſyng of ffaterars ſuche as enfot 
ce hem rather to ptayſe pour petſo⸗ 
ne by flattꝛye thay to telle pow the 
ſothfaſtenes of thinges. Wwherfore 
Tiſpus ſapth. Amonge al the peſte- 
[c11ces that ben in frenſhip the gret - 
teſt ia flaterpe, ànd thet ſoꝛ it is mo⸗ 
ic ncde to eſche w and deede flaterers 
th ony other peple. The bool: ſaith 
thou ſhaft rather fle i drede the | we 
te wo2des of flaterers. and ptapſers 
tnan the egte wordes of thy ſrende þ 
fayth to the thy ſothes Dalamon 
faith that the woꝛdes of a flaterer. 18 
a ſ11are to catcht Innocctee he ſaith 
alſo he that ſaith to hia frende wor 
des of fwetnes and of plcyſaunce 
ſetteth a nette before his fret to cat / 
che hym 7 therfore ſaith tulins En 
clyne not thpy ertu to ffaterers ne ta 
lic no councepk of worden of flaterte 
And caton ſaith aupſe the wel to c 
th we wordes of flatetey of ſwete 
nes and of plepſatmcr. and clic thou 
{Falk cſchewe the colictyſyng of thyn 
ofde enempes that ben recouncepled 
The boo ſaith that no wyaßt icto: 
gee in to the grace of his ofdr enemy 
es ſairffp. A nd pſope ſarth Ne truſte 
nat to them wyth whom thou Faſt 
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had warte 02 enempte. ne telle not he 
thy councepl. And ſenelte telletß the 
cauſe why it map not be and ſapth 
Where as a grete fpre hath long tym 
enduted. that there ne dwelletß ſome 
Bapour of warmnes. And therſoꝛe 
ſaith ſalamon. In thyn olde foo tiuſ 
te thou neuer For truſy tFough thpy 
enempe be recolicepfed 7 malꝛetß the 
chert of humylyte and ſoutetß to the 
Wyth his Hede . ne truſte hym neuet 
the moze. Foꝛ ſilierſy he malterh 
that ſepned Fumplpte mote for Bye 
own) prouffpt than foꝛ the four of 
th yn owen pſone. bp cauſe he demeth 
the to haue victoꝛye ouer his pet ſone 
by ſuche fayned contenatice. The 
Whiche victoꝛye he mpght not haue 
by ſtrief newarre Peter alſons ſouth 
malie no frflauſſip with thyn olde c 
nempyes fo: pf thou do thy wyl puer 
ten it to Wicſ2ednes, 7 eſꝛe thou muſt 
eſchrwe the colucepl of ſuch) p den thy 
ſcruautes 7 beten the grete renerece, 
Fo:pauenturethep ſape more f 0: die 
de than for ſour, 7 therfoꝛ ſaith a phi 
loſophte in this wyſe. Ther is no 
wigßt pfightly trewe to hym þ he ſo⸗ 
re dredeth d tuſius ſaith there 16 100 
wight ſo grete as an empetout that 
ſong map endure but pf he hane mo 
re ſour of his peple thaͤ drede , Thou 
ſFalt eſchewe te coticepl of follie þ be 
d:onl:c{rwe Fo: thep can not coucerl 
Fpde. Fo: Salamon ſayth there 
16 10 prpupte where as repgneth d20 
lence. pe ſhal al waye haue 
in ſuſpect ſuche folkie as counceylle 
pou on thyng prpuefp and councerf 
ſe you the contrarpe openly. 
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Caſſiodꝛe ſaith that it is a mauer 
ſlepght to hyndꝛe Whay a man ſhe - 
wet to do one thing openly a Wyr - 
ſeth the contrarpe pucuelp. Thou 
ſhalt alſo haue in ſuſpect the coun / 
ccpllpng of wprf2ed fol lic. For the 
bool: ſayth that the councepl of wics 
ſ1cd folſie is aflewape ful of frau de 
and daud fapth. That blyſfuſſis þ 
man that hath not folowed the coun 
cyl of wyclied follie. Thou ſhalt al 
ſo eſchewe the counceyllyng of pong 
ſolic ſo Her councepi it not type. 
Ow ſpre ſyth haue ſhe / 
it Wed pow alle this of whi- 
che folſie pe ſhal tale pour 
councepk and of whiche foll:c pe ſhak 
ſche we theyt counccyl. Now wol 
lie you how pe ſhal evampne pou: 
councepl. After the doctrpne of Tu⸗ 
ſig 11 eyainprpnge thay of poure 
councepliiours. pc ſhal conſidere ma- 
nythynges. alderfirſt thou ſhalt 6, 
ſpd«re hat in that thynge that thou 
art purpoſed and öpoy What thpug 
tou ſghjaf haue coumccyſ that vᷣctay 
trouihje be ſayd and conſerued. This 
ia to ſapt. telſe al ttuſy thy tale. 
fot he that ſapth fafs. map not well 
be counceylſed in pcaas of the wht - 
che he ſpeth. And after thps conſpde- 
te hre thynges that accoꝛde to that 
thou pur poſyſt the firſt fo: to do by 
thy counceplfours pf teſon acco2de 
thetto. Andefre pf thy mpght map 
atteyne therto, 41d pf the mo2e par 
Hand the better parte of thy coneys] 
ſotrs accotdethetto 02110 Zh4d ſhalt 
hon conſydere what (Hyng ſhak fo - 


lo we of that councepllyng as hate 
pecs. warte. grace. p:0uffpt. a! doma 
ge. aud many other thpnges. And of 
af thyſe thingrs thou ſhalt conſpde.c 
of what rote is engendꝛyd the mater 
of thy councepl 7 what frupt it map 
concerne 7 engend:pn. Thou ſhalt 
conſpdere clic alle the cauſes from 
whens they be ſprongen And whan 
yt haueepampiied pour couccyſas 
F hauc ſaid 7 whiche parte is the bet 
(cx and moꝛe pꝛouffvtabſc and haue 
appꝛoued bp manp wyſe folle ans 
of ve. Than ſhalt thou tonſpdeie n 
thou map pcrforme it 7 matic of 1 
a good cude For teſon wold norte 
ony man ſpolo begyunc a thing 
pf he myght perfourns it as = 
oughte ne n ma ſhold tale on 
ſo heup a charge that be mpgh! 114 
bere it, Foꝛ the ptouct be ſaith et 
moche cnbzacheth diſtrepneth ly< p! 
{1d caton ſapth alſo aſſape to dos 
ſuche thinges as thou hgft po wer ( 
do .01) (eſſe þ the charge oppreſl} t 
to ſoꝛe. and that the behoucth to Wer 
uc that thynge that thou haſt brgo!! 
ne 4 pf that thou bein donbte whe 
ther thou may perfourime hit o: 
L heſc rather to ſuffre tan to bear?! 
ne, Aud petct alfons ſapth pv e501 
haſte mpght to doo a thpnge whicthe 
thou muſt tepete it is bettet ay tha 
pr. Zhiò is to ſape that it is better 
to holde thy tonge ſtpkle than fo: to 
ſpeſicn Than maſt (hou vnderſcon 
dc by ſirenger reſons. þ pf (Hou haft 
power to pfo:me a werk:r, the which 
(hou ſhalt repente . than ut 16 better 
'Gat thou ſuffer than begptuic. 


— 


The Taſe of Lancer 


Syn they that defeden euery wygßt 
to aſſapt a thing of the whiche he is 
in doubte. whether he map performe 
it oꝛ noo. And after whay ye haue 
evampned pour counceyt as haue 
ſapd befoꝛme 7 lino we wel that pe 
map perfoꝛnit pour empꝛyſe. confer 
me it than ſadlp til it be at an ende. 
Ow it is reſon ſapd ſhe 7 
ntyme that I ſhewe pou wha 
and wherfo:e that pe map 
chaunge pour councepſſours with - 
outen repreef. Dothlp a may map 
ch aunge his councepl 02 his purpos 
pf the cauſe crſſetf 02 wHhay an other 
cauſe begynnetß Fo: the la we vᷣpon 
th einges that newſy betpde behoueth 
ewe conncepl. And Seneca ſaith pf 
that ep counceplcome to the eres of 
wicked men thyn enempes chaunge 
thy councepſ. thou ma yſt aſſo chau⸗ 
ge thy councepl pf ſo be that ther ber 
errour 0: thou ſynd onp other cauſe 
Farme 0: dommage map betpde . 
Afſo pf thy councepl be diſhoneſt o: 
eſſia cometh of diſhoueſt cuaſe Haii 
ge thy councepl. For the la we ſapth 
that al beheſtes that been dpſhoneſt 
ben of no Bal we And eſie pf fo be þ 
t be Inpoſſpble oꝛ may not goodly 
be performed oꝛ ficpt.taſie this fo? a 
aeneraſrewſe that enery counceyſ h 
16 affermed ſo ſtrongly that it map 
not be Gaunoed fo: no condition þ 
may betpde J ſape that pſTe concept 
ts wickied. 
Gi meſſobeua wha ße herd 
f thedoctrine of his wyf da⸗ 
ine pence he anſ werd in 


this wpſe. Dame ſapd he as pet m 
to this tpme pe haue couenablp tau, 
ght me as in general now I ſhal go 
uerne me in cheſyng 7 wytßhol dyng 
of my coticepffours Hut now wol d 
I fapy that pe wold condeſcende eſ 
prcial i teffe me Fow ſplteth oꝛ what 
ſemetß you bp pour counceplours þ 
we Haie choſen in our preſent nedes. 
p (ord ſapd ſhe I beſeche 
m ßpou im aſſe humbleſſe that 
yt wyl not wylfully repic 
ayenſt my trſon. ne diſtempte youre 
herte (Gough I ſpefꝛe thing t at vou 
diſpleſe ſoꝛ god wote that is not nun 
entente. I ſpelꝛe it fo: pour beſte. fo! 
pour Fonour 7 pꝛoffit ele And ſothf1 
I hope that pour benpgupte wyl ta 
Ne it i parece, that your comceyl as 
in this chas ne ſhold not as to ſpe 
fre properly be caflpd a cduiceyſſyng 
hut a moupcion 02 a menpng folye 
in whiche councepl pe haue erryd in 
tgaſſembſyng of pour coticepſſours 
Fo: pe ſhold firſt haue 2 a fe 
we foſſie to pour counceyl.⁊ after þ 
ve myggztt ßaue ſßewed it to moo fol 
ſie pf it had be nede. Put certes ye 
haue ſodenly ceped te pour councal 
a grete muſtitude of peple ful chat 
geaunt and fuk anopous fo? to here 
And ye haue errpd fo: there as 
ye ſgol de haue cleped to pour con - 
eyſſe youre trewe frendes olde and 
wyſe pe Haue ceped ſiraunge 
folfte, fals and flaterars and ene 
myes recounceplled and follie that 
doon now reuerence wytßout four 


{ 
| 


che Tale of Thauncer 


And alſo ye haue erryd for pe haur 
bꝛought wpth pou pre. couetyſe and 
haſtpnes .the whiche thre thinges be 
contrarpous to cucty honeſt coun ; 
cepf t pzoffptable. whiche thre thin 
ges pe haue not amenuſed ne deſtro / 
ped nethe2 in pour ſelf ne in pou: cont 
cepllours as pe ought pe haue errpd 
alſo fot pe haue ſhewed to pour coll 
cepllours pour talent 7 pour affect / 
on to malꝛe warte anon and fot to 
doo yengeance. They haue aſpped 
by pour men yng to what thyng yr 
be cnpned. 7 therfoꝛ houe they coun 
cplked pow rather to pour talent tha 
to pour p201uffpte. pe haue crrpd alſo 
fo: you ſometh that it ſuffyſeth yo w 
to haue be counceylſed by thyſe cou 

cepffours onlſp 2 wytß ſytyl a vyſe. 
where as in ſo grete nede 7 ſo hpe, hit 
had be neceſſarpe mo counceplkours 
aud more defiberacion to performe 
pour enipꝛyſe pc haue ert yd alſo fo! 
ye haue not cvamyned pour colncepl 
in the foꝛſayd mater ne in dewe ma⸗ 
nere as the caas requaireth, pe haue cr 
ryd for ye haue made no dyupſion 
byt wyve poltt counceplfours. This 
is to ſape Bytwene yo frendes 7 
pour feynied councepffours ne pe ha 
ue not now the wylſe of pour fren 
des olde 7 wyſe. But pe haut caſt al 
fe het wordes in an Futchepot. ren 

(ped pour hette to the moꝛe parte 7 
to the gretter nombre 7 bp pow con 

deſcended And alſo pe wote wel that 
men ſhuf afwap ſynde a gretter par 
te of nombre of foofce than of wyſe 
me, And therfore the counceyſles p 
be at congregacons 7 mulfitide 


of folſie there as men taſicm more rc 
warde to the nombꝛe tha to the ape 
ence of perſones. pe ſer vwel p ih j1tt! - 
collceffinges fofes haue the maine 
FEffebeus anſwerde 191511 
m Igtaunte wel 7} hail ct 
Dut there as thou 
de me here be fon p he 16 110k | 
me that changeth his color! in 
tap) caas 7 fo! certapy fille | 
J ain affe redp to change my 
cpſſours tight as thou fiſt 7 2 
wylt denpfſe the pꝛouc:be ſay! 
to doo [prince 1s maunmſſhe vite 
tes fo: to pfetterc long in yum 
a werk: c of the dcupll. 
SO this ſentence a11\ wer 
f me prudence ald evi) 
pour councepf 7 fete ve fr we 
them Halte ſpol:mM moft trio! 
taugt roll beſt coltcepl 7 f 
che as the evanminacton is noch 
ſate va begrn at ſurgyens 7 2! 
cite 5 firſt ſpeficn nthis mat 
ſap pon p e ſutg rene Tir 
id haue ſatd por dirferetty 0 
ought. f 0: thep ſard ful wyſc!! 
the offer Of brim Hud appt. 
do to ructyp Wpaghe honour 7 p: 
7 110 Wpahe to omore 7 ater 
craft do gtcte difigece mito th 
of hein the whiche they Hato 111 *0 
tance. for night ag they Hate gen 
werd wyſeſy 7; diſereteſy , rabe fo ? 
irde you p the p be ßyghſy : fonte 
ſyawerdonned for her noble ſpeche. 
1 cſic fo: they ſhoſd do the more nt. 
tif beſpnes eim the cittacton of poltte 
dongßter. for aflr heit fo p (ep be 
pour ftendes Therfo! ſhalt ponoffurf 
fre pthep that ſeruce pou fo: noughe 


The Talc of Lhaucer 
Vut pe ought to gouerne hem 7 ſhe And in many other pla 
we hem largeſſe . 4nd as touchyng cce he ſaith 7 amoneſſheth pecs aud 


that the phpſictens cncreſpd in thys 
cas that is (0 ſap ꝓᷣ in matadies one 
conttatye is warpſſhed by another 
couttat ye I wold fapy luio we ow 
pe vᷣnderſi oude that tete 7 what ts 
your ſentence ,Lertes ſayd melſebe⸗ 
us J vudcrſtonde that in this wyſe 
That right as they haue doon me a 
coutrarpous right . rvght ſo ſjold 
do hein another. For tight ac they 
haue Benged hem on me 7 doon ne 
w:onge. tight ſo ſhold J venge me 
on hem « do hem w2onge and than 
haue J curd one contrarpe by ano 
ther couttat pe Lo ſaid dame puldect 
ho w lightly is cuety ma enclpned to 
do his o wen deſit 7 his o wn pleſdͤct 
tes ſaid ſhe the wo2des of phiſicico 
ſhold not be vnderſtoͤde in this wpſe 
fo! cextes wycſiedncs 16 not contrart 
01s to wycliednes ne Vengeance to 
vengeance no wrong to wꝛong but 
cueriche of them encreſpth 7 aggred- 
apth other Mut certes the wordes of 
the pßiſiciens ſhold be vnderſtonde 
i this Wiſe. fo: good 7 wicliednes be 
(wo contrarpoits, and pecs 7 warte 
. Begeauce 7 ſuffrance and diſco2de, 
g accoꝛde and many other hinges, 
Hurtcertes wicſ2edneſſe ſhal be wan 
ſhed by goodnes. Aud diſcoꝛde bp ac 
coꝛde. 7 warte by pers. 7 ſo forth by 
other thinges. 7 herto accordeth ſant 
Pouſe th appoſtſe in many places. 
He ſa th n ot haunt to haꝛme ne 
wycſied ſpeche to wilꝛed ſpeche but 
do weſ to hy that doth the hatme 
and hblyſſe hym that faith the harme. 


accoꝛde. But now wold J ſpeſie to 
yow of the counceyl whiche þ was 
ytue to pow by tfe men of ſawe and 
wyſe follꝛe that ſaiden alle by one ar 
c02de as pe haue her de. that ouer aſl 
thinges ye ſhold doo diftgence to lie, 
pe pour pei ſone 7 to warnſtoꝛe pou: 
hous And ſayden alſo þ in this cags 
yt ought for to werſꝛe ful aduyſedſy 
7 wyth grete diſcrecion 7 deſpberacas 
And ſyre as to the firſt popnte that 
touchetß the ſꝛepyng of pour perſon 
pe ſhal vnderſtonde that he p hath 
warte Dhaſle cucr moe deuoutſy x 
meſicſy beſeſtey 7 pꝛayen before allt 
thinges Jheſu cryſte of his merep p 
he wol haue hym in his protection i 
be his ſouerapy heſpet at his nede , 
Fo: certes in tHps werſie there is no 
wpght that map be counceplled ne 
lꝛepte ſufficiẽtſy wytßolt the [:eping 
of out ſoꝛd Jheſu cryſte. To this cu 
tente accoꝛdetß the pꝛophete dauid p 
ſaith pf god ne liepe the Lyte in ydel 
walꝛetß he that ſꝛepetß it. Now ſyt 
than ſhul pe commptte the ſicpynge 
of pour perſone tc pou ttewe ften 
des that ben y pꝛouyd and (2n0wen) 
And of themſhall pe ave heſpe pour 
perſone to ſicpe. For Caton ſaith yf 
tho w haue nede of helſpe a ve it of thi 
frende. And aſter this than ſhalle ve 
ſicpe you from al ſtraunge folltes 2 
frofpers and ßaue alſewap in ſi - 
pecte her companpe. Fo: Peter 
affons ſapth ne tale no company? 
by the wape of ſtranger men 


ws 


a pats 


The Taſt of Lf attcer 


Gut pf it ſo be þ (Fou haut [tnoWwey 
gem Before tyme And pf ſo be that pe 
haue not ſino wen hem. And wyl ne/ 
des fal in thy companpe perauentre 
wythout thyn aſſente. enquere then 
as ſubtiſy as thou canſt 0: mapſt of 
his conuerſaſion 7 of hrs lyf before. 
And fapne thy wap 7 ſap that thou 
wolt go thyder as thou wolt not go 
And pf he bere a ſpere holde the on 
the right ſpde. And pf he bete a ſwer 
de ßolde the lifte ſpde And after thus 
thay ſhal pe lꝛepe yo w wyſelv from 
af ſuche maner pepſe as I haue ſaid 
Before 7 hem and het councepl eſch 
we. And after this than ſhal ye liepe 
pow in ſuche nichier þ fo! ouy pre / 
ſumpſpon of pour ſtrengthe. that ye 
deſpiſe ne attempte not the might of 
pour adierſarpe. And thus beware 
b pe ſette not the ſicpyng of yout per 
ſone ſo! ony pꝛeſumpaion. Fo: eerp 
wyſe may dredetß hia enempe. And 
ſalomon ſapth wylfuſ is he p of 100 
thing ßatß drede. For certes he that 
foruah the Fardyiies of his Ferte o: 
of hy ſeſſ Bath to grete pꝛeſumpeis 
hym ſßal cup betpde. than ſhal pow 
Mer oc conttewayte cubuſſheme 
ia in ſpetiafſl. For ſerreſ2e ſayth the 
wyſe m4 tßat dredetß Harmes eſche 
weh harmed nc he falliuß no peilſ ß 
pculſeſcgewitß. 7 al be it ſo þ thou ſe 
me þ thou be in ſiſter place. pet ſhalt 
thou do al way difpgence in ſicpyng 
of thy perſone not only from thy gre 
(rſt enempes but from the ſeſte ene / 
mye: Onpde ſapth that the ſytyſ we 
by woſd ſle a arrte bolle a the grete 
"ere, And the bool: ſapth. That a lp 


tpi fone map pꝛycſic the ſiyuge ſul 
ſoꝛt. And an horde wyl ſle the wee 
boꝛc but nezterthefes 4 fape not that 
thou ſhalt be ſo (o warde that thou 
doubte. where as 16 no dtede 20 
bool: ſayth that ſom follie hauc gte 
te luſt to deſec yuc but pet they 02150) 
hem to be deſecyuc d. thou ſhalt © £2 
to be enpopſoned. and ſicpe the fte 
the companye of ſcoꝛnet font 
bool: ſapth ſcores mai ic no com put 
pr. Vut flee Her 0:51 1 
as venym. Now as to the fri 0111: 
popiit Where as pour wyſe e 
fours concgylled pow to wann 
your ho us wpth gictc dyſigene 
wold ſap) [2110 we How that je \ 
derſtonde the wordes 7 what | 
ſentence Mefſe beus anſuend = 
Certes J vuderſionde it iy the v 
fc that I ſhalſe warnſſo:r my |. 
wyth toutes ſuche as be cafe 
othcr manct coyfyecs wytß aun 
and other maner artylerpe by 
thinges whiche IJ map mp perten 
myphous ſo defede pmpernomps #! 
be in drede mp hous fo: to app: 0411 
O this ſentence onf ive. de 
f non peda warnfro!! 
ſapth ſhe of gerte town cs |, 
cd1fpces wpth grete cofea aces 7; 01 
frauapl[. And whon tet they ( 
complyſſhed pet be thep net wort!) 
ſfrawe ut pf they bey detended t 
frewe frendes that ben ofde und u 
ſe. And ynderſionde weſthat the a 
frſt and ſtronacſt garyſon that © 11 
(he many map Hance as wel to fene 
sis perſonc as 118 good 18 that Fc 
be beſouyd wyth ig ſubcettys and 


The Taſc of Lhaucer 


For thus ſarth tul1? þ there is a ma 
ner gariſon y no md map Bainquiſ 
ſhe ne drſc6fite. 7 h is a loꝛd to be be 
loupd of his cyteſtyns 7 of his peple 
No w ſyt as to pour thirde popuit 
where as yout wyſe 7 olde coliceyſ 
ſours ſayd þ pe ne onght not ſodenki 
nc haſtely to ptocede in thts nede but 
þ pe oughten to ptruepe 7 apparap 
ſen i this caas wytß grete dif igence 
7 greece deſibetacion truly F trowe 
they ſayden right wyſcſy 3 right ſo h 
Fo: cufi” ſarth in cucti nede et thou 
begynne pet appatayl the wyth gre 
eediſtgenee tha in vyengeace taliyng 
in warte in batailc i warnſtoring 
er thou begynne I rede p thou appa 
icplle the thetto 7 do it Wpth grete de 
[ibcraaon For tult? ſaith p long ap 
para plind before the bateyſ maliethj 
ſhort victoꝛpt And caſſpodie ſaith p 
He garyſon ta the ſtrenger wham tt 
ſonge tyme adupſed But now ſa 
tc 96 ſpelt of the coliceyl p was ac 
0:dcd by pour nepghebours ſuche 
as don pou renererice wythonten lo 
uc your olde enempes recounſpled . 
pour ffaterers p concepl poi certapy) 
(hinges openly. nd prpucky coltcepl 
pour the contrarpe. The pong foſſic þ 
cointrepſfe you ty auenge pon 7 11a 
lic warte anon. Lertes ſpr as h 
ue ſayde before, pr haue gretely ert 
to haue cfrped ſuche maner of follie 
to pour coticeyſ. which coltceplſorts 
ben pnongh repꝛeuyd afo!eſapd by 
reaſon. But neuerthefes fate Bo 1614 
deſcende to the ſpecpall. pe hat #115! 
p:ocede afterthe doctrine of tuling, 
Lertcs the trouthe of (Hts matere 6: 


of this coũcepl nedeth not d pligrntly 
tenqupre.F02 it is wyſt wal whiche 
they be þ haue don to yo w his tref , 
paas 7 vyſonpe and how m ian tif 
paſſours. 7 in what manct p they ha 
uc do to pou alle this wrote alle 
this vylon ye. And after th is ſhal ye 
eyampne the ſ ond condiioy whi/ 
the p the ſame uſtus add eth in thys 
ſame mater. #0: Tutti putleth a 
thing whiche y he calletſy coſenting. 
this 18 to ſap who hen thep 3 whiche 
bey they 7 how manp conſenting to 
this couccyſ in thy wylſulncs to dog 
haſty Bengeace. and ſete coſider al, 
ſo who be they 7 how many be they 
p c6ſentedey to potter aducrſarpes, ; 


certco as to the firſt popnt it ia wall 
ſinowey wheche ſollie they be that co 


ſented to pour haſty wylſul neg. fo? 
certes alle tho that counceyſſed ow 
to malie ſodeyn warte be not pour 
frendes Lete V6 now conſpdere wh 
che be they p ye holde ſo gicteſy your 
frendes as to pout per ſonc. F 0: al be 
it fop pe be ſo mpahtp 7 nee Leates 
pe be but ailonce. Fo: pe hauc no chil 
de bit adonghter, Ne ye haue noo 
bꝛcthern ne coſpus Germans 1c 
ne other nygße ſꝛyntede. wherfo! p 
pour enempcs fo? dꝛede ſholde ſiynte 
to pſete with yo w 02 diſtroyen poutr 
pctſonc. yt ſiuow aſſo þ pour rphes 
muſt be deſpended in dpucrſe par 
fs 7 whay p cucry wpaght hath hys 
parte they ne wyl taſic but ſytyltt 
warde to Voigch pon: deth. 

But youite nemies Foy tGre and they 
haue many chyld ry. Vecthem 


of Of —-—- i». 
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The Cafe of Lhaucer 


Loſpns. And other nyghe liynrede. 
And though ſo were that thou had⸗ 
deſt ſſayn two 02 thre of them. wet 
dwelſen thete pnough to wirelꝛen her 
deth and to ſlee thy perſone. and 
(Gough ſo be that poute lꝛyntede be 
moꝛe ſyſiet and ſiedfaſt than the lun 
rede of pour adnerſarpes. pet neuet⸗ 
thelcs poure ſtyntede nys but after 
ſ:pnrede tfep be but lytyl ſubget to 
pow And the ſeyniede of poute 
enemyes ben nygße ſybbe to them. 
And certes as in that ßer condpiion 
i bettet than pouns. Than lete vs 
conſidere alſo pf that the councepl of 
cm that concerl pow to taſic ſodeyn 
vegcaunce wheter it accoꝛd to reſo) 
ooo. And certes yt [now wel nap 
Fo: as be right 02 tcaſon tete map 
no man taſie vengeance on no Wp - 
«ht but the Juge that Fath the Jurif 
dicttoy of it wßan it is granted yym 
fo taſie that Vengeance haſiely 02 at 
temperatſy as the ſa we requareth; 
And yet more oncr of that woꝛd that 
Z ulyus ſapth and cleped cocentyng 
Van ſhalt conſpdere pf ffp myght 4 
power map conſente and ſufſyſe 
fo thy wpſfſuſnce and ko thy coltrepls 
ſorre, 7 ctes thou maiſt wel ſay nap 
for fifterſp as ſor to ſpefte properly 
wernap doo no thing Put only ſu 
He th inigts as we map do r1ghtſuflp 
«1d certcs thou mayſt rigßtſulſy ta 
Pc Fengconce as of pour prope aue 
forpte, Thon map pe ſethat pour po 
wer neconſenteth ne accordeth your 
Wy'fuſnee., Lete Yecyempuethe 
pid popnt that tulinue rpith con - 


— —__—— — ——— 


ſequent.tfou pᷣnderſlonde y the den⸗ 
geante that thou purpoſeſt to tale 
conſequent, and thet for foloweth 
another vengeance petpl atid wars 
re and othertommages yt cut 1.0 
bꝛe of Which e we be not warte as cl 
this ty me. and agtcuchprig the four 
(fe patte p tult' (lepeth engendeng 
Zhou ſhalt cnſ ye (his uteng 
u hucht ie doy to then engtnd ide 
the hate oſthyn enempes zof ven 
geance faltyng upeyhemthet ele 
engendie a nother vengeance imo» 
(f,ecorowe and wefiziige of richie 
de Jfayd before, J.owſyir as (0 
(fefypetepoynt, Whickeffar (hl tis 
eth cauſee which is the ſaſi po 
thou ſhal underſtonde þ iſkie mien 
fhat(houfaftiecepried Fath werto ty 
(aliſes Ut eſfatifirfice cee ©: 
rens Utideffpcictice 7 eCufa (C1111 
qua MnOauſaplopynictua. Zr it is 
foſapellefercanuſe ithenygh ccliſe 
Ttejitccnſers alle mychtpccd p 
ie caliſcoſalleſfynges, Thee 
caliſet6ffpthrecticnres. Zr calule 
aq dentata hate TFreccuſen a- 
feiyalletethefyue ound of Of p 
Coughter, Atecauſe fo maltstfe 
tauſcof Fer worre p bioußten 
ſaddeis and cfcmberyiny at fe win 
Cowes, Tﬀeſe ccnuſeſynol Was (0 
ſlr (fp deutet uf letted rot in 06 
mocca Hmm. Et fes to 
ſpeſte of (his ſynefficuſe as ufat 
( ndetfeyfßaf come 02 What ſal fp 
nalſſyp Lety dr of Frm inthieces Ve 
Cy FrotTemic Cut by comeetyr'g 7 
ſuppoſyna fo! We ſraſſuppoſe tf at 
1 
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they ſhal come to a wycſied ende. by 
cauſc that thr bofꝛ of the dectẽs ſaith 
Del de oꝛ wpth grete payn be cauſes 
bꝛought to a good ende. whan they 
be bodlp begonne Now ſyte pf men 
wold avec me why that god Luffreth⸗ 
men to do this Bylonye crrtes I can 


not wel anſwer as fo: no ſothfaſineſ 


fo: thappoſtle ſapth. That the ſam 
e andthe Jugrmentps of our f0:0c 
god abnpghtp been ful drepe . There 
map no man compchende ne ſerche 
bem ſuffyciently. Neuerthdes bp cet 

(apy prfumpaonus 7 coneetprig FJ 
Volde and befene that wpaht that 16 
fil of Juſtice and tigßtfulneſſe hath 
uff yd this to betpde by Juſt caſe 
; refonable. Thy² name 16 melkebee , 
Tis to ſape ama that depnlicth 
Gony thou haſt dronttc fo moche ho 
fir of wete (emporel riches and dep 
[06 0f Honour of th1s workde p ti;ou 
art dzonlee t Haſt fo:gotrn Jhu cciſte 
(fp acatour Thow ne haſt doo) to 
hyp fuche hottour and renter as 
gw oughteſ{. Ne thou ne haſt talie 
ep of the worden of Dupde p fark} 
Onder the hony of the goodes of the 
bodp 1s hpd Benpin that ſſeth the four 
ſe. Andſaſamon ſaith yf ton haſt 
found: Honp CfeoOf if tal ſuffyſcth | 
Fo: pf thou ſte of if out of meſure, 

thou ſhalt ſpewe and be nedp and 
politt. and paraunture! ft hath 
the in de ſppte. 3 hath torneth a wap 
f:0 the Firs face and his miſerico!0C 

and ſo be hath ſuffrid that thon haft 
he piinyſſhed in the mancr that how 
Gaſt treſpaced, how haſt don ſyn 
ne agayn our f01d Theſu crifte, fo: 


certes the thre enempes of manſiyn⸗ 
de that is to ſape the fleeſſhe the fende 
and the wound thou haſt ſufft yd hem 
for to cutte in to the hette wplfullpe 
by the wyndo wes of thy body. And 
haſt not defendeth thy ſelf mffpriene 
ſy agaynſt her aſſailtes 7 her emp- 
tactons. ſo that they haue Wounded 
the ſouſe in fpue places that ia to ſa, 
yr the dedely ſpuncs that bern entred 
in to thy hette be the ſpuc wyttes. 
«nd in this mancr out ſoꝛd thii criſt 
bath ſuffred that thy thre enmpes be 
entrpd in to thy hous by the wyndo⸗ 
wes. 1d haue wounded (Hp dough 
ct im the maner afo!ſapd: 
| {-crtrs ſapd klebe TI (ce 
c Wefpprenforr pow mp. 
[:y{bp wordcs to ourtco / 
me me m ſuche mance as I ſhalnot 
venge me of myn enmpes ſhewyng 
micthe perpl 7 the cuyſ that myaht be 
falle of th16 Fengeaunce, But wi o 
ſo wold conſpdere m alle Benacaun/ 
ci the peril and the eupſthat myaglit 
ſcWe of venges unce talipig a man 
wold ricucr tafie Bengtauncc and p 
were harme fo! bp Vengeance fa - 


[p19 bey wpcſiced maß deſſcuerd fro 


he good men, And thep that haue 
wylto do wp(ſ:cdnes reſtrepne her 
wyeleed purpo06 whay thep ſee the 
punpſſpng andthe chaſtyſpng of (he 
treſpaſſours And pet ſape IJ more. p 
11ght as by ſpngufet preſumpeyon 
he ſpnncth ein talipng vengeance of 
another man Right ſoo ſpnneth the 
Jac pt Fetal not ꝛ doo Vengean, 
(con him that it Fane deſctuid. 
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Henelle ſaith thus. That mayſtet 
is good he ſapth that repreupth jhre 
wes. And caſſyodꝛe ſayth a man die 
detß to doo outragpouſly whan he 
woot and ino wetß that it dyſple⸗ 
ſeth the Juges and ſoucrapnes. and 
another ſapt} The Juge (hat dre/ 
deth to doo right ma beth ſhrewes., 7 
ſaint pouſe thapoſtſe ſay th ſow he 
wrpteth to the romapne that the Ju- 
ges bere not the ſpere wythout cauſe 
Butt they Gere it to potipſſhe the ſhre 
wes and mpſdocrs. and ſoꝛ to defen 
den the good men. pf yt wyl tage 


gdengeance on pour enmpes pe ſhatl 


refourne and hauc pour cours fo the 
Juge that hath the Jurpſdiction vs 
pon hem and pe hal punyſſhe hem 
as the ſa we a ved 7 tequpicth. 


Sapd MVeſſcbe this Venge 
a anceſpketh me no th ynge. 

J bethyn le me no we 7 ta- 
t hede how that fortune hatß non 
[fpd me fio mp chyldh ode and holpe 
me to paſſe many a ſtraunge paas 
Now wol Jaſſaye in het tiowynge 
wytß goddes helpe that ſhal me ſau 
fo: to Venge, certes ſayd prudence pf 
pe wyl wet dt by mp couccyſ yt ſhal 
not aſſape fortune by no waye ne 
pe ſhalſe not fene nc bot we Bute het 
after the woꝛde of ſenebe. Forth yn 
gen that bey folyſp don and that bee 
doon in hope of ſoꝛtune ſhall neurr 
ſome to good ende And as to the fa 
me (ene ſapth the more cerre and 
e more ſhpnpng that fortune rs. the 
mo! bꝛotyſ. andthe ſonner b!0o\.e1 
ſhe ts, Truſie pe 


f | 


not in her. For there nys no ſiedfaſt⸗ 
nes ne ſtabfenes in het. Fo: whay 
thou troWeſt to be moſte jure an jp 
bet of het. hc wyl faylle and or» 
cepue the. And where as yt ſayy y 
fortune hath notyſſhid pou in ou 
childh ode I ſap that there ts ſo m 
byl the ſaſſe truſte in your Witte. o: 
ſenc be ſayth what man that is no⸗ 
ryſſhed by fo:tung ſhe mar pih hym 
a fool. ſythen ye deſyien 7/ <a vs 
vengeancc. andthe vengeance that 
16 doon after tfe laue and before tte 
Jucelpucth not pow, and the ven- 
geance that ie doon th Fope of ſouu 
nc ia pctylous and viicereagy. then 
f aur reno iν e but foto haue 
out HOU Untote ſcuctayt gu- 
ge that ven geth al vptonyes 3 Wien 
ged. and heſhal Benge row after 
hy m ſelf u pineſſeth ura eſaith 
lee ye the vengeance Unto mic and 
Iſhallc do hit 

lleber anſwerdyf J ven 

mge me not of te rylonye p 

min Fane Toy vnto men 
ſom monc and warne ſemtßatfaue 
don to me this Bplonpe and at othcr 
fo doo me Vyſonpe. f 0: 1t 16 Urpton 
yf thou tabeſt no Vengrace of a 010 
vyſonpe.tfou ſomonift tfp adurt / 
ſarpe to do the a ncwe Hyſonye. 
Alſo for my ſuffraumie men wolde 
doo me ſo arefr vyſonye Þ 3 pirdtt 
not bete it ne fyſiepriett 7 then ſk old 
be put z holde ouct ſow. Fo: men 
ſayn in mpt.pſſifiiung ſhal many 
thynges falſe Frito (fe Whife thou 
neſhalmow ſruffee, 
5 'T; 
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and Jugemeut t in the mygßt and de hym how ſte for:de his aducrſa⸗ 
po wer of his enempes. Foꝛ ſalams  rpes ful repentant Eno wlechyng ful 


ſayth Beſcue nit and ycuc credence 
to that I ſhal ſape .ne ycuc nener the 
power ne gouernaiuice of thy good⸗ 
deu. to the ſone. to thy wyf to thy fre, 
de nc to thy bꝛoder. ne veue thou my 
ght ne mapſtrpe ouer ty body v1 
feſt thou lpucſt. Now ſyth that 
he defendeth that a may ſhold not 
price to his b:0der ne to his frende the 
mpght of his body by a ſtr enger te - 
ſon he defendetg a may to peue hy 
to his encmye And neucithelce Jou 
ceyl you p pe myſtruſt not my loꝛd. 
Fo: I woie wet and uno we vertcty 
that he is debon apt. mne de large and 
c:irteps a0 nothyng deſprous ne co 
110113 of good ne riches, Fo: ther ts 
10 thing 123 this woulde p he deſpicth 
more than woꝛſhip and honour, 
Fothermo:e I gnowe and em full 
ſie that he nothing ſhal doo in thts 
dede wpthout mp councepf, Und 3 
ſhal ſo wer kein this cas that bp th 
grace of out ſoꝛd god pe [hal be rc 
counceplled Into vs. Zhan ſay 
they wyth one Pops, Wo?ſFrpfiif lit 
dy we put bs out goodea in pon 
wyl aud diſpoſiaon alle fuſly. And 
be tt dy fo: to come what dap that it 
lyae to pont nohſeſſe to aſſpgne vs 
foꝛ to ma lie out obAgacnon « bo', 
des aſſo ſttonge as it ſhal ip at vnto 
pour goodnes that we owe fiſſpl 
fe the wyſ of pow 7 of mp ſoꝛd iNefc 
bee. whan dame vridence had herd 
ee anſwere of thyſe men. ße bad 
hem teto inc prpuclp And ſhe retor 
ned agayn to het lo: mellehent fol. 


Empa and VT eren % 


ſowly her ſynnes and freſpaas and 
ho w that they were redy to ſi:ffre all 
payne tequyryng hym of mercy and 
ppte. Than ſapd mellebe he ts well 
woꝛtß to haue pardon and foꝛye⸗ 
ucnes that cvcuſctß hym not of his 
ſynne. But Uno wlecheth and tepen, 
teth hym ayyng Indulgence foꝛ his 
ſynne. Sene Ee ſayth Lherc is the ic 
myſſyon and fo:peurnes. Fo! the 
confeſſion 16 nyghbont to Innoten 
cr, and therfo: Jaſſente and confo; 
me to haue pers. Hut it 16 good that 
we doo not wythout the wyl of oute 
frendes. 
Han was Pruomee rpght | 
alad t Joyefuſ and ſayde 
ca ſyte pe haut wel and | 
werde. For night as by | 
He cot © affente a helpe of poutt | 
frendes pe haue ſtyꝛpd to doo vengt 
von 4110 117 he warte rpght fo Wrth 
1 

] 

| 
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o het couuccylſ ſhalle pe not ac / 
ot pou ric haue pres Wplh poure 
«yueſarpes, f 0: the awe ſayth the, 
cia no th ynge foo good bp Wape of 


ynde ag athyng to be Vuboude by a 
hy that it was bounde, And than | ; 
dame Prudence wpthout defape ot R 
tat peng ſent anon her meſſagers fo! : 
ber E yn and her of de ſfrendes whiche , 
were trewe and wyſe. and tolde hen c 
bp 02d2e in pꝛeſecec of meſſebe al this . 
mater as is abouc tvpꝛeſſyd and de , 
(ard. und pꝛaptd 0 
hem ißat they wolde ſape het adupſe 0 
and connceplſe what were beſte (0 q 


doo in this ne. And whan 


The Taſe of Lhaucer 


we thyn ke and conſydert þ we haue 
deſcrued to haut them . ſaynt Gre 
goty ſapti}. that dan a man conſy⸗ 
deretß wel the nombre of his defaul 
tes and ſpnnes. the paynes and trp- 
buſaciona that he ſuffretß ſemen the 
ſaſſe to Gym. 7 in as moche as hym 
thyn eth his fynnes moꝛe heuy and 
greuouis in ſo moche ſemetß his pap 
ne noꝛe lyghtet and eſper to hym. 
Alſo pe oughten to encly...” und bo⸗ 
we pour herte to take the parrence of 
our ſoꝛd Jhit cryſte as ſapth ſaynt 
Petcr in his eppſttes, Iheſu Lryſtc 
he ſayth that ſuffted foz Vs and paf 
eſample to eucry may to folowe ; 
ſue hym for he dpdneuer ſpune. Ne 
neuer cam ther out of his mouth yp 
ſeynes woꝛde: wan men cu2ſtd hym 
ße curſed hem not. And whan mey 
beten Gym. he manaſced hein not. al. 
ſo the grete pacyence þ ſayntes wh 
che that ben in paradyſe haue had ty 
frybufacons that they haue ſuffred 
wytßouten her deſerte 0! aplte ought 
moche ſtprre pour pactence, For pe 
ſhold enfo2ce pov to haue pacience, 
Lonſpderpng the trpbukacons of 
his woꝛſd that lytyl whyſe enduren 
and ſone paſſpy and goon and the 
Jo ye that a man ſebbetß by pacience 
in trybuſacions 1s perdurable. After 
frat the Apocaſyps ſapth in his cpiſt 
ſe. The ioyc of god be ſapth is perdit 
rabftahtis to ſape cuctſaſtyng alſo 
frowe pe we and ehe befeue ſtedfaſt 
fp that he ia not wefnonſſhpd ne wel 
faught that wyl not haue pacence . 
ne wyl not recepue parpence. Fo! fa 
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ſe men ſapth That the dockrpne of a 
may and the wytte is knowey by 
pacpence, And in another place be 
ſapth p he that is pacyct gourrneth 
gym by grete in prudence. 7 (fe ſame 
Daſamon ſapthThe angry aud the 
W:athfulmay mat:th nopſes. 41d 
the pacient man atempreth y 
ſiplleth hym. he ſapth alſo it 16 mo: 
worth to be pagent tfennefo2 to be 
right ſtronge. And fe that map du 
the ſoꝛdſßip of his o wen hert ie more 
to pꝛayſe than bp his force 02 ſiten 
the ta Beth arete cytecs. And therfosc 
ſaith ſaimt Jame in his epiftſe That 
parpence is a arete vertue off fee 
canon. Lertes ſayd Melfeber I gra tu 
fe dame Prudence ff at pactemce 16 0 
grete vertu of perfection. But 
cucty man map not hauc the per fee 
non that pe ſche ne Jam nonc of p 
nombꝛe of nigßt per fight men. fo! 
my ßerte may neuer bein pers ut 
the tyme that it be Hnapd 7 af be it 
ſoo that it was greie pet yl to my e 
nem pes to doo me a prfonpe in ta 
Epng Bengeance Ppon me: pet toc 
ffcp no ßede of the paryl but fulfy! 
ſed tferr wpeGed wyſ and corage 
And tßerfoꝛ me thin eth men) 011aht 
not to repreve me. though I pit me 
in a ſpepſparyf for to Henge me. 
And theugh do a arete cverſhe 
That is to ſaye that Ja pengc one 
outrage by another. 
Hapde dame p2dOue * 
a ſap pon: wylle as you lp- 


th But in no caas of the 
Y> Un 
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Wo:ld of a man ſhold not do oulta⸗ 
ge neevceſſe fo: to penge hym Foꝛ 
caſſpodre ſaith that as cuyl doth hc 
that a vaigeth hym by outrage as 
he that doth the outrage. And therfo: 
ye ſhal Bange pow after the oꝛdꝛe of 
right. p is to ſap by the la we. not by 
cvteſſe ne by oultrage 7 alſo if ye wil 
venge pou of the oultrage of youre 
aduetſarpes in other maner. pe ſin 
nc. therfo: ſapth ſenek h a md ſhaf 
nen vengeſſhrewdnes by ſhrewdnes 
and pf that pe ſape that tight a ved a 
mary to defende vᷣpolence by Vpolen⸗ 
cc, and fpghtpng by fogßtyng Let⸗ 
(cs p< ſaitg oth. whan the defence 16 
0001 any WwptFontcy mcicrual or 
wythonten tarpengſoꝛ defap for to 
defenòc hym and not fot to venge 
hym. dio ytt behoueth that a man 
pit ſucht teinpetaunct in his defen, 
that inen haue no cauſe ne mater 
(0 reproche Hymn that defendeth hym 
of ouſtrage 02 cvecſſe. Fo: clfps we 
ic it agapy teſon Parde pe knowe 
wal that yt ma be no defence as Hou 
foꝛ to defende yo w. but ſoꝛ to Beuge 
yo w. dnd ſo ſucth it that pr hau 110 
wyl to do pour wyl attempcratſy 
Aud therfoꝛ me thyn (th that pact/ 
cute is good. For ſalamen ſapth. p 
he that is not pacient ſhal hane gre / 
te Harme. 
8 Qxtes ſaid melſe ben grau 
0 te pow whan a man ts 1) 
pacient and w2oth of that 
whiche touched bym not 7 that ap- 
pertepnthnot to hp: tough it har 
me hy it io no wonder For the la⸗ 
we ſaith that he 16 arfpable that en⸗ 
tennyneth 0: medletß of thpiy that 


apperteyncth not to hyin. And ſala, 
mon ſaith. That he tihat cntermeteth 
pm of the nopſe of ſtryf of another 
man. Js ſpe to py that ta heth a 
ſtrage houd bp the erres, Foꝛ tight as 
he that taketh a ſtrange hound by 
the eerps, he is otherwhylc biten wit!) 
the hound. Ryght in the ſame wyſc. 
it is teſon that he haue Hanne that 
by his Inpacicucc medlytß hym of 
the nopſe of another md Where as it 
appertepnerh not to ſym. Put ye 
bno we wel that this dede that is to 
ſap my gracf and my deſere koucheth 
me rpghe nygh.and ther ſoꝛe though 
I bc wꝛothe and Jupacrent it is noo 
mcruayl. ud ſaupng pour grace F 
(an not ſce that I ſFold greteiy hat 
me mc though I tote vengeance. 
For Jam niche 7 moꝛc mpghty tha 
myn enempes ba and it ia wel bno 
wen that by money and hauyng are 
te poceſſpons hon al thynges of this 
world gouerned. end alſo falamoy 
ſapth that alle thyſe tGynges obe yen 
to moncy. whan p:udcnee had herde 
het huſbond a vaunte hym of his n 
heſſe and of his money diſprapſing 
the power of his mempes ſhe ſpac b 
and ſayd in this wyſe. certes dete ſyt 
I graute pow thai pe be riche and 
miahty And that ticheſſes ben good 
to hem that haue guten hein wel and 
that wel can vᷣſe them. ſor rpght as 
the body of a man map not ly wit 
Bout the ſouſc. nomore map the fyf 
mwpthout tempor goodes And by 
richeſſe may a may acte hym dete 
frendeo. and ther ſoꝛe ſapth pay 
ſcs yf an erſcs doughter be roche he 
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ſaytß ſhe map cheſe of a thouſand 
mc whom ſhe wyſtaue to het huſ 
bond. Foꝛof a thouſand mh one 
wyl not ſoꝛſa lic her. And thia pam 
ph yles ſapth aſſo. pf that thou be ty 
ght happy that is to ſape pf thou be 
ryche thou ſhalt fpnde a grete nom 
bꝛe of fclawes and frendes, And pf 
thy foꝛtune chauige farewel frenſhip 
and felauſß ip foꝛ thou ſhaft be alo , 
ne wythout ony compan pe. but pf if 
be the companye of ponre folke. 7 
pct ſaith this pamphyles moꝛc ouc: 
that they that bey bonde and thrall 
of ſynage ſhal be made woꝛthy and 
noble by ticheſſc. And right fo as bp 
rycheſſe there comey many goodes. 
right ſo bp pouerte there comen ma 
np harmes and enpllps, And therfo: 
depeth caſſpodre pouerte the moder 
of tuyne that 16 to ſape the moder of 
oucrthrowpng 02 of faſſyng doun 
And ther foꝛe ſapth Peter alfons one 
of the greteſt aductſyteys of thps 
woꝛſd is whay a fremany of Epnde 
02 of bprthe 16 conſtrapned by pouer 
te to ete the aſmeſſe of his enempe. 
«1d the ſame ſapth Innocence mo 
c of hid bookes that ſorouful and 
myſhappy 16 the condycton of a post 
ie beggar. Fo: pf he ave not his me 
fc.hc dpeth for Houngre 7 pf be ave 
he dpeth foꝛ ſhame. and afgateneceſ 
ſyte conſtrepneth 6pm to ave. And 
theꝛfoꝛ ſapth ſaſamon That bettet 
it ia to dpe than to haue ſuche pouet 
fr. And as the ſame Salamon ſayth 
bettet it ia to dye a byttet deth than 
lo ſyuc ſuche a lpf; By theſe reſons þ 


I haue ſayd puto pow and by ma, 
np other that I coude ſrp F araiite 
that ticheſſe ben good to then that 
gete hem Well and to tho that vſe wel 
th ya rycheſſe. And therfoꝛ: wol The 


we yo w. ho pe ſhaſ beFaue pow 11 
gad yng of pour richeſſe Tin what 


mancr pe ſal Bfe them. Forſt vr 
ſhal gete hon wpthouten arcte deer 
by good ſeyʒet ſokpnafp and not 0. 
ucr haſteſp foꝛ a man that is to be 
ſprpng in getyng ryches habon det 
h yr firſt to thefte and to alle ot 
myſtewſes And therfo? ſaytß ſale 
mon hc that haſtetß bym to beſiſy: 
wa ve riche he ſhal be none kungen 
He ſapth alſo tßat ihe nfs that Fa) 
tſp comets to a man ſoon and Fn! 
fc ip goch and paſſetß from a man 
But that rirfes that cometh ſrtr! 
ſytyl we vit aſwap and myſtvpſr* (1 
And ther foꝛ pe ſhalle arte ty F by 
pour wytte and by pour fraucy! v1! 
to pour ptouffpt And that wrt! 047 
ten Wrong 9! harme dopna to 0117 
ther pri ſone fo: the ſawe fare) ft 
makith no man ß pen (eff nie vt 1 
doo Harme to another wyagtt. 7+ 
i to ſape that na ute defender 0! 
fo:bedeth by tygßt that no mans 11:41 
Ee bpm ne vnto the Barme of 0110 
ther perſone. And tufpus ſapth that 
no ſ0:0We ne died of dethe nec of then 
ge that map befalſe Vito a man 16 
ſo moche agauny nature as a man to 
cuctecen Hrs Owens provuffit to the hu: 
me of anotßet man. 7 though p are 
te and mpaghty mer gore ryeches mo 


ic ſyaßtſy than thou, pet ſhalt thou 
un 
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aſſe wyſe ffe pdſcnes Fo: ſaſamon 
ſaytß That he that traucſiti in pdlc/ 
neu tecpᷣed a man to doo many cupyl⸗ 
leu. And the ſame ſalamon ſapth. He 
tzat traueylſeth and beſpeth hymto 
{ylle his fonde ſhal cte b. ede. And he 
that is pdle and caſteth hym to noo 
befpnes ne octupacion ſhaſſ faſſe i 
to pouerte t dyc foꝛ hrengre dud he þ 
16 pdfe 7 ſlo we can neuer fynde cone 
abſt tyme fo: to doo his pronffyt . 
Fo: ther 16 a verſeſpat ſapth. that the 
pole man epriefetf hy th wynter 
Hy cauſe of the grete colde 7 ty ſom 
net bp eucheſon of Hete, For thyſe 
cares fapth caton walicth 7 ency/ 
nett pou not ouer mpl:pſto ſlepe. 
Fos ourr mote reſte noryſſhith and 
canſeth many pps, 7 therfot ſapth 
H-p!1t frrome doth ſöme good de - 
des p the denpl whiche p is pour ene 
mye fpud pou not ynocupped, Fo? 
He devepk tattet, not lpghtly to his 
wo:chpiug ſuche as he fpndeth ocupt 
d in good werize, Than thus in ge⸗ 
tyng of ncheſſe pe maſt flee pdfenes 
and after ward pe ſhal vſe the riches 
woche ye haue goten by pour Wptte 
; by pour ttapucyl in ſuche niquer þ 
men hold pow not to ſcarce ne to ſpa 
ry ne to foof large that is to ſape 
ouet ſatge a ſpendet For nght as 
men blame an auatygious may by 
cauſe of his ſcarſenes 7 pneerpe. in 
the ſame wyſc ia he to blame þ ſpen 
det ouet ſargeſy And therfoꝛ 
caton ſaith vſe thy rpches that Hor 
Gaſt goten in ſuche maner as men 
halle no mater ne cauſe to ſap nc cat 


ſe the nepther wretche ne chynche. for 
it 18 a grete ſFame to a man to hau 
a — herte 7 a riche puts. He ſarth 
alſo the goodes that thou faſt goten 
vſe then by meſure þ is to ſap ſpend 
them meſurably For they that folpſy 
ſpende a waſten the goodes that they 
haue. whay they haue nomoꝛe pꝛo⸗ 
pe of theyr owen. they ſhapen them 
to ta le the goodes of other me I ſap 
than that pe ſhal fler auaryce v ſyng 
pour rycheſſe in ſuche maner that 
mo ſape not that poure rpcheſſes is 
deuouted. Wut that pe haue them in 
yout myght 7 in pour weldyng Fo: 
thc wpſe may repreupth the quarict/ 
oute man andſapth thus in two yer 
ſps. wherto and Whp buryeth a man 
his o wen goodes bp hid grete auatp 
ce 7 no wetß wel j nedes muſt he die 
For defh 16 the ende of cuetpman as 
in thia preſent lyf. 7 foꝛwhat cauſe x 
cucheſon Jopneth 02 kinyttheth he 
h yrn ſofaſt to his godes þ ak his wyt 
tea mo we not deſſeucrt ne departe 
6pm from is goodes, And Kno wet 
wel 0: o wat to Enowe that whay 
Ge 16 dede he ſhal notßyng bere wyth 
fpm out of tßhia world. And therſot 
ſapth ſaint Auguſtyn. That the aua 
rycious man io fpBened vnto helle. 
p the moꝛe it ſwolowe the noꝛe hit de 
ſpreth to ſwoſo we and to deuoute. 

And as wel aa pe wold eſthew to be 
calfed ay auaricioua man oꝛ a chm⸗ 
he as wel ſßold ye Hepe pow 7 go⸗ 
uerne pow in ſuche wyſe that men. 
not be ydle. Dut ſhewe to 
doo thy pꝛouffpt. Fo thou ſhalt in 


— oe ne ECTS 
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«pe pownot foolf' ge. 
Therfo: ſayt® Zulpits the goodes 
be opened by pyte and by debonapr/ 
kc that is to ſape to ycuc hyin parte p 
Faue grete nede Ne th p goodes ſhold 
not be ſo open to be cucty mannes 
goodes Afterward in grting of pour 
rycheſſe aud Bſpng hem ye ſhal alſc⸗ 
way han thre thingtes in pour herte 
That ia to ſape our lord god. goode 
confience. and god name. Firſt pe 
ſhaſ haue god in pour herte, And for 
no ryches pe ſhal doo no thyng Why, 
che may in onp mauer wpſe dpſpleſe 
god tß at 16 our creatour and malie 
After the word of Daſanmon. if is 
hetter to haue a fptpl good wpth the 
ſour of god than for to haue moche 
golde ond freſour and fo leſe the four 
of hia ſoꝛd god. And the ypßete ſaith 
that better it ia fo be a good man: 
haue ſytyl good and treſout than to 
be holde a ſhiewe and haue grete ty⸗ 
cheſſe. And pet ſap Ifurthetmoꝛe þ 
pe ſhal al way do pour brſpnes to ge 
te yow tryches ſo þ pe gete them wpth 
good concaner, And the appoſtle 
ſapth that there ups notß yng in this 
Wworfd of whiche we ſhal haue ſo gre 
te Joyt as whan our coͤſience berith 
va good wytnes. And the wyſe may 
ſayth that the ſubſtaunce of a may 
is ful good whay ſpune is not in 
mannes conamce. After ward in 


acting of pour tytheſſe and in Pſing 
of then ye muſt Fane grete beſynes 
and dpfigence that pour good name 
br afwap kept and conſerucd. fo: 
Daſamon ſapth That better 16 and 


moꝛe it auayletſj a man fo! fo Fare 


a good name than fo! fo haue ma, 
tp rychcu. And therfoꝛ be faith in ar 
other place. doo grete dyſigmiee in ht 
pyng of thy frende and n tEcppiige 
of thy good name Fo: it ſhal lenge: 
abpde wyth the than ou other ett, 
ſoic! be it neuer ſo pettoug 7 cetteg 
he ſhold not be called a goutyſman þ 
after god and good conaence alle 
thinges ſeft ne doth to epe his good 
name. And Caſſpodie ſapty that hit 
ſpngne of a gent ylle herte whan a 
man foucth and deſpreth to Faue a 
good name And therfo:e faith faint 
duguſtyy that ther be to thpnges 
that be necefſarpe and nedeful that 
16 good conſunce and good fo0s' 
And he that ttuſteth hym fo myby 
in his good conſience that he deſpy⸗ 
ſeth and ſetteth at nought his good 
name 0: ſoos he dotß not well, 
Foꝛ fc that teꝶ Beth not to epe F193 
good name nys bit a cruck chile. 
Dpre now haue I ſhewed powe 
ho w pe ſhold do in getyng of rpches 
and ho w pe ſholde $f bom. 
And 7 ſce we tat for the truſt tae 
pe haue in pour ipehcd pe wolde mie + 
un warte and Gatayplle {| coltcertle 
pow that pe beqyn no watrre 1 triuf 
te of pour niches. fo! tgey ſuffyſe not 
watres to mapntne. 7 therto! fapty 
a pßploſopßte that man that deſp - 
reth aſgate : wpl Faue warte ſhaf 
nat haue ſuffpſatice Fo: the tyeßet p 
Bets the gtetter dpſpence muſte he 
of thyn Fours ne ſhold not be Hyd ne 
Vepte ſo clo06 but that they myght 
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make pf he wyl haue Worſhip and 
wyctoꝛyt. And ſaſamon ſapth That 
the grete ryches þ a maͤhath the more 
dpſpence he hath And therfore al he 
it ſo that bp ſoꝛtune 7 ryches pe may 
hauc many fol Rc. pet behoueth it not 
nc it is not good to begynne warre . 
where that ye map haue in other ma 
net pees vᷣnto pour wo2ſhip t pꝛouf 
fpt . fo: the victoꝛyes that ben of ba 
taylſe in this world. bey not in gee 
nombꝛe and multytude of people ne 
in vertu of man. nt it lyeth in the 
wyl and in the hand of out ſoꝛd hu 
god almpghtp. And therfor Judas 
ma habe? whiche that was goddes 
Enyghte. wha he ſhold fpgi't again 
te hys aducrſarpes that had a aret , 
tet nombre and gretter multptude 
of pcoptr and ſtrenger than was the 
peple of dhachaber. pet he recomfo! / 
ted his ſytyl peefe and ſayd ryght in 
this wyſc. Alſo lygßtſy ſapd he map 
our f0:d god ycut ypcto: pc to a fewe 
foltie as to manp folke, Fo: the vic 
four of a batapl cometh not bp a a:e 
te nonidꝛe of people but hit cometh 
f:om our ſoꝛd god of heucy. And 
dere ſpr fo! aa moche aa there 16 100 
man crrtapy that he be worthp that 
god wyl prue hym Byctorpe 02 not. 
Dafamoy ſaith Z gerfoꝛ cuety may 
ſhold gretely drede worrps to begyn 
ne and by cauſe that in batayllfalſe 
mauy peryſſys. And happeth othet 
wßyſe p aſſo ſone 18 a grete ma ſſoin 
as a fytp[many and as is wrpton in 
the ſecond bool of Epnaes. The de 
Sc of batapl been ventutous and 


nothyng certapy. Foꝛ as ſygßtly is 
one hurte wyth a ſpere as a notheꝛ 
And forether is grete paryl in warte 
therfoꝛ ſhold a man eſche we and fle 
warte in as mylktel as a may map 
gooolp. Fo: ſalamon ſapth He that 
foupth paryl ſhal fal in paryl: After 
that dame pꝛudence had ſpo lien iy 
this mater chellcbee anſwerde and 
ſaid I ſe wel dame pꝛudente that by 
fapr wo2oes 7 bp youte teſons that 
pe haue ſhewed mie. that warte ly 
ucthj pow nothpng. but Jhaue not 
het de pet in this counceplle, how J 
halle doo i this nede . Certes ſayde 
ſhe Auntepł pow that pe accoide 
wpth pour aduerſarpes that pe haut 
pecs wpth them F 02 ſaint tame ſaith 
in his epyſttes, That bp accoꝛde and 
pres the ſmake tyches wave grete . 
and by debate and dyſcoꝛde the gre; 
te ticheſſe falſen doun aod fapfley . 
And ye Eno we wel that one of the 
greteſt and moſt ſoucrapy thyng þ 
ia in this wo ild is vnyte 7 pees, and 
tetfoꝛ ſapth out ſoꝛde Jhu caſt to 
his appoſtica in thia wyſe wel hap / 
pp and biyſſid be tho that ſouen and 
purchacen pees, For they be called 
chyldꝛen of god A ſayd mealſche nc w 
ſee I wel y yt ſouc not mpy honoute 
ne woꝛſhip pe ino wen that myn ad 
ter ſat yea haue begonne this debate 
And pe ſee wel that they ne requpre 
ne p2ape me of pres nc they ape not 
to be tecouceylſed wold pe thay that 
JI goo 7 meke me 7 obeyt me viiko 
dom 7 crpe he met Forfoth! p we 
re not my Wozſhpp, Forrpght as 
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men ſayn onergrete ubſenes engen 
diyth grete diſpꝛar / ynge ſo ſhold ut 
wi bp me, vopng this grete Hum 
yte 02 mebencs. Than began pit 
dence to malle ſembſaunte of wꝛath 
and ſayd ſpr ſauc pour grace. o 
Ive pour Gonour 7 pour prouffight 
as doo myn owey end cuct hain” 
doo tepther pe ne none 0{ther ſawe 
neut the contrarpe. 7 pet pf J had 
ſayd that pe ſholde haue purchaced 
out pers and the tecounqiſiactoy 
ne had my ylmyſcaped ne ſayd a 
mpg. fo: the wyſe man ſayty . Zlic 
dyſſencton begynne th by a nother 
may. And the recoumeeylling by hun 
[cif begpnneth; And the propßete 
ſayth flec ſyte wdenes and deo goed 
Us ſcle pres 7 folowe it in as mp 
{pf as i the ia. pet ſap Inot þ pe ſhaſ 
rather putſiewe to pour adurrſac p 
es for pces, than therſ fhak to ow 
fo: J {nowe werk prongh(e that ye 
be ſo harde of hette that pe wyl doo 
no thyiid for me aid fafowon ſaith 
that Fethßat Fath our harde an Fer 
la he at leſte ſhal mpſhappe and narf 
{ye whan dhelicbehad Forde dame 
prudence mate ſemblauntcefwra 
ee ſayd in thig wyſe. Dome F 
pe POW that pe Benet diſpſe id of 
of eh ynges that 7 ſave. ton pe Eno 
ec wehthat Jem atary 2 Weoth 7 
Mat ia no wonder And tfep hat ben 
Wwroth wotengt wel what (ep docty 
NOWH at thep fapy, WHafo! the pro 
ete farth Bat ttobled even hauen 
(tr fport Writ fap prand eee Uncerl 
VIC AU po w 4000 ty eth. fo! fon tc 


dy to do tight ſo ca pc wyſ deſpte 
And pf ye wil ie peeue mc of mp foſi⸗ 
am to moꝛc holen to four pow 7 
to pꝛyſe pow, F0: ſaſamion ſaxth. 
He that iepꝛcuyth ßym that doth fo 
(pe He ſhal ſynde greticr grace than 
he that dyſſcyucth Gyr wth see 
wo:dcs. Thay ſapde dame prudent 
e I matt no ſemblaunt of Wrath, 
ne of angie but fo: pour p:ouf yt 
Fo: ſaſamon ſapth ir 16 mort Wc 
the that repreneth 02 chpdeth a fool 
fo: his folpe fFewpiig ym famblai 
te of wroth thay he that ſupportcth 
hym and pꝛeyſeiß hym in his myſe 0 
yng and la wytß at his folre. ano 
this ſame fafamon ſart aft wa - 
p by the ſoroufpl vpſage of 2 eme 
that is to ſape bp the ſoty tf H 
roͤtenaunet of a man the fool 0227 
teth dym ſelf 3 amends th Zhan end 
ratlcte 3 ſFaſnct on onfwore row 
vnto ſo many far reſos 08 xe Fare 
put to mne and ſhewed. Dape ſh0:tly 
pour Wit ond pour councerland 1 
am dp io perfo:me and füllt 
Zhan dame prudence dyſcouctyd af 
Fer wpl vito hym and fayd F coun 
cy pow aboue afſetßnge that n 
make pers £ctwene god and yow 
and br yercconncetfed punto been 
fo his JIMMY fo: as Þ haur fard © 
for God Fanuc ſuffryd poly to haue 
al thi fitbufacton 7 defefe to: pet, 
ſpies. And pf pe doo as I ſave you 
Jod Wyl ſide pour aduerfaryer 
Into pow end made hom fatte af 
pour fort ridp to do pour wilt pour? 
mandancutes fo: fafawon fans 


—— — 
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whay the condition of a man is ple 
ſaunt and fplinz to god. he (haun 
gcth the hertes of the mann ys aduec 
ſarpes 7 conſtrepneth hem to beſe ue 
pry of pecs and of gract And TJ pra 
ye yo w ſett me ſpelie wpth pour ad 
ucrſarpes pryueſy fo: they ſhal not 
Cnowe that it be pour wyſſe 02 pou: 
aſſente. t than whan J uno we her 


wyl and her entente I map counceyl a 


pow the moꝛe ſcwiſy. Dame ſayd 
Melſeber do pour wyl and pour ly⸗ 
png fo: J put me onlp in pour diſ⸗ 
poſicaon and oꝛdynaunce. 
an whan dame pꝛudence 
fſawetſe good wpl of her 
huſbond defpberpd 7 toe 
aduyſe in ber ſeſf. thyn png how ſße 
mpaht brpug this nede to a good 6- 
cluſioy 7 to a good ende. And whay 
ſhe ſa we her tyme ſhe ſent foꝛ thyſe 
aductſatyes to come to hct in to a 
preup pface. Ano ſhewed wyſcſy vn 
to the the grete go dues that come 
o/ pers. and the grete harmes 7 paul 
ſes that ben in watie 7 ſa d to hon 
11 a goodſy mauer how that they 
ougßten to Faue grete repent aue of 
the Juutrye and wronge that hey 
had don vnto meffebe her ſoꝛd and 
Fer donghter. 
Nd whan they herde the 
a wordes of dame pritdence 
they were ſo enſppred and 
rauyſſhed and had ſo grete Tope of 
he: p woder was to telſe d ladp ſaid 
they ye haue ſhewid vnto va the ble 
ſyng of ſwetnes after the ſawe of da 
upd the ꝓpßete for the reconceikfing 


whiche that we be not worth y to ha 
uc i no manere. but we aughtcy to 
requpre it w. ti grete contticion and 
hum ylite. that p. of pour grete good 
nes haue preſented vnto ys. Now 
ſet we wel that the ſcyence and the 
connyng of Dalamon is ful trewe 
he ſayd that ſwete woꝛdes multypſy 
and cncreſcy rendes and make ſite 
wes to be debonapr and mee. Ler, 
tes ſapd they we put al our dede and 
al out mater 7 cauſe.hooſy in poure 
good wpf. And be redp to obeye to 
tic commantdement of my ſoꝛdethel⸗ 
[cbe. And dere and benpgne laop we 
pꝛayc you and beſeche pou as mek:e 
ly as We can that it [pic vnto pont 
grete goodnes to fulfplſey in dede 
pour wordes goodfp. Fo we concy, 
deren and Eno wleche that we haue 
offendyd and grpupd my ſoꝛd melle 
ar out of meſure ſo ferfo2th p we be 
not of power to ma lie hpry amedps 
And thefoꝛ we obſygen vs and byn 
de ve and our frendes for to done al 
bia wylſe and comatidement;s. Out 
prraucnture he hath ſuche angre 1 
ſuche wrath to Vs warde by cauſe 
of our offence . that Fe wol enopie 
Bs ſuche payne that we map not be 
re it ne ſuſicync if, And therfoze no⸗ 
ble ſadp we beſcche pour noble pyte 
to tale ſucfe auyſement in this nede 
that we ne out ſrendes be not diſhe 
ryted 7 diſtroped thourgß our folye: 
NF xtes ſaid dame prone 
c it ie a Farde thing p 11d 
pcryſous that a man put 
f ym ſelf al vtterſy in at bytragen 
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£1fes ſax » dame Pruden- 

e ce Igtaunte you wel chat 
mT moche ſuffrauncc is 

is not good Put pet hit folowerh 
not therof þ enery perſone to whom 


men doo p̃ylon ye to take of it venge 


ance. For that appertepneth and 
longetß al only to the Juges. Fo 
they ſhallt venge the vylon yes and 
ie Imut pes. 7 ther ſoꝛ the to auc⸗ 
toutets that pe haue ſayd toſoꝛe bee 
aſoneſy vnderſtode u the Juges for 
whay ye ſuffre ouer manp wronges 
and pyſon pes to be be don wpthou - 
fem punyſſhing they ſemey not a ma 
fo doo onſy newe wronges but they 
commandey ß ym and bydden hyin 
to do ſpnne. And the ſoucrapns and 
the Tugee in thepr contra:pe ſo my 
Epſ ſuffre of the ſhrewes and mf do 
ro tßat ep ſhold by ſuche ſuffran 
ce and by proces of tyme wa ven of 
ſucht power 7 mygßt that they ſhold 
pit out the Juges 7 the ſouctapne 
from th te places. And at the faſte (o 
ma lie ßem to ſeſe thier ſoꝛdſhips but 
ſte va now put that that ye ha uc fe- 
uc to Fenge. I ſap pe be not of my - 
off ne power as now to Verge pow 

Fo: pf pe wyſ malie om patyſon 
Into the mygßt of pour aductſaty- 
c. ye ſßal ſynde in many tßynges p 
+ gaue ſFewed pow 02 (16. (Hat Her 
(ond gon is better than pours. 7 
(Ferfo! ſap Itſtat it ia good ad now 
hat ye ſuffte and be pacient, forthe 
noꝛe ye Eno we weſthat after tfeco 
Mn ſawe it ia a wodenes to a man 
fo ſfrpue wpffh a $1020 mpakey man 


thaͤ he is hym ſeff 2 [01 to ſtriue with 
a maͤ of euey ſtrethe p is to ſap with 
a man that is as ſtrong as hym ſelf 
Hit is gicte petyl. And fo! to ſtryuc 
wyth a wap ker thay hym it is fol pe 
And ther ſoꝛ ſhold a may flee ſtey 

uyng as my yl ac he mpght $0: (2 
famoy ſapth Hit is a grete wor 
to a may to Repe hym fro nopſe x 
ſtrpf And pf ſo happe that a mano 
gretier myght 7 ſtienthe than tow 
arte doo the greuaunce ſtudpe and 
beſpe the rather to ſtynte the ger an 
t. tha fo: to Yenge. Fo: ſin. ke faith 
That he putteth hpm in grete pets 
that ſtryucth wyth a gitttet man 
han he is hem ſelf. And cator art 
that pf a may of hyet eſtate oꝛ dg 
0: of ma2empahe than thou att To 
the anoyc 02 gicuaumce ſuffre ht 11) 

Fo: that ones Kath greues the many 
another tyme relcue tft and Fetp the 
pet ſet I caas that pe haue a fpii tice 
fo: to Venge pow pet ougßt pon fv 
ta be hede to al thyſe tHyigrs afo:c 

ſapd cr that pe ta be Bengeonce. Fo: 
I ſap that there be ful many (yn - 
ges that ſFalfereſirapiie row of ven 
grancetalyng and mae row fo! 
fo mcpne to ſuffre and to fane pact 
ene in (he Wronges Haute be doen, 
fytſt and forward and x f pe wolle 
(01;ſpdere (Fe defantes that bern, 
your owe petſonc For whirhe de 

faites god Fath ſuffred rowro ta— 
ue aſthis trmbuſand as J Faure {1d 
brfore to pow. For the pocte ſapth. 
That we ought pactentfy to take 
etnbufarnons dom to Hs whe 


The Zoſc of Lhcacer 


Gcllebers fiendes had herde this ne 
. dc andtake)) her adupſe and del ybe⸗ 
tacion of the forſaid matct and had 
eyampned bp greee beſpies a grete 
councepf.thy paſ ſuſ cou el jo: to 
haue pers and riſte. And that inci ie 
vec hold retcyuc with good herie his 
aducrſatyes to foꝛycuences and mer; 
cp. And whan dame puldenet had 
hei d thaſſent of het ſoꝛd mel ebe and 
of hys frendes. ſhe was wonderly 
ad in het herte and ſayd there is a 
nobſc pꝛouctbe that ſa yt the good⸗ 
ics that thou mayſt do this dap do 
it and abeyde not ne ela ye it not tyl 
$0 11020 we And theiſot $rounceyi p 
pc ſende pour meſfſagers ſuche as be 
dyſercte and Wple vnto yo wir aduer, 
ſat e Icſiyng hen on pour behalf 
Hut pf thep wyl ticte of pres and of 
ac dr that they ſhape hem wyth 
out defap 02 farpeng to come viito 
Vs Whiche thyng per founed was 11) 
de de. And wHhay theſe tichpaſſorers 2 
repentpig folke of het folpes that 16 
to ſaye the aduerſarpee of mellebec. 
had herd What thyſe meſſagets ſayd 
vnto hem. they were tight glad and 
Jofuf. and anſw rd ful trizcly and 
ben yn gſy peſdpig graces and than 
U es to het ſoꝛd nu ſiebe 7 to al $16 cd 
panvr. aud ſhopen hem wytho irt de 
ſap to go wytij the meſſagers and to 
obep the comuandement of ber ſoꝛd 
Meſicbe. And rght anon they tote 
her wape to her ſo:d meffebee. And 
r1g5t anon the to lic het wape to het 
ſHꝛdes courte t toe wpth hein ſom 
Mr of her true frendes to make feyth 


fo: hem n for to be her hoꝛo wes. 

And whay the were comen to the 
preſence o/ melicbee he ſapd io hem 
thyſe woꝛdes. Hit ſiondeth thus ſap , 
de (Yellebee 7 ſoth it is that cauſetes 
aud wythouten ſtipl a teſon ye haue 
don grete Iniurpes to me to my if 
ptudenct and to my doughter alſo, 
Fo: pe haue entrpd in to my hous 
by vyolence 7 hatte doon ſ.iche oul⸗ 
tiagce that al men heiowe wal that pe 
haue deſerupd deth. 7 therfoꝛ wol oe 
uno we of pou whcter pe wyl put 
te yo w to punyſſi ng 7 the chaſiing 
a the ven geaͤte of his oulttage in the 
wyl of ine 7 of my wyf 02 cps not. 
Han the wyſeſt of hom thee 

f anſwerd for hem alle ar* 
ſayde. Hpr ſayde hc we 

Ano we wel that we be vn woꝛthy to 
come to the courte of ſo grete a loꝛde 
and ſo worthy as pe be. Foꝛ we haut 
ſo gietcly myſtahin vs and haue 
offended and gyſted in ſuche wyſe a 
gaynſt pour hype ſoꝛdſhip that tres 
ly we haue deſerupd the deth: but yet 
fo: the grete goodnes and debonopk 
te tat aſſe the wo:lde wpeneſſeth of 
pour perſone, we ſubmytte vs to the 
evcellence i benign pte of oui gra? 
ous ſoꝛdſhip. and beſecHpng you of 
pour meteyabſe pite pe wyl coſ1derr 
out gicte repentatice t out ſowe fu 
myſſyon 7 gratite Bs ſoꝛpcuencꝭ of 

our oultrageous treſpaas and of 
fenſts. Fo! wel we 
Eno wen that poure ſyberal g1 ace 7 
mercy ſtrechen ferther in to gooones 
than dooy our ouſttagcous gyltes 


WH OO af ea an 
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and treſpaces 19 to yiſ:cdnes Al be 
that cx11 ſedſy and de np!iablp we 
ßaue a gylted anda gi. upd poute 
ſye ſoꝛdſhyp. 
Han G'chlebee tote by 
t fromthe gtrounde ful fall 
benyngly and recepued her 
obſpgacione and bondes by her © / 
tes Vpoy her pledges 7 borowes. 7 
aſſpancd hem a crrtapy dap! to refo! 
ne Unto her conte ſor to xrecepie and 
accepte the Jugement that mellebere 
wold comanunde to be doo en fem 
bp the caſo afo:cſapd. Which c thin 
geu 020Cpiied crierp may refo2yed to 
his o Four, And than dame 
prudence ſawe her tyme ſic fryned 7 
aved het ſoꝛd melle bet wo at vince - 
once Feffonughe to taſic vpon ht ad 
ust ſatieg to Which metſecbeanſwerd 
end ſayd ceites Itßhyntte 7 purpoſe 
me fulſy to dyſſeryte hem of alſe h 
(wer they auc and put fen th c vyle 
fo! cet moꝛc. Lertes ſayd dame piu 
Neg. Thie weere a guck ſentence 7 
moche agapnſt reſo fo: pe be rhe 
pondhand haute non nede of other 
mennes g90des. And pe mpabe ful 
[pghtſpuy this wyſe gete pow a fuſf 
Ouftors name, WhicFers a Vyctotte 
ſeuyng and ought to be eſfiewed of 
ue good man for after the wor 
of thapoſiſe LCouctyſe te the rote 
of al hannes And terfor it were bet 
e pow to ſeſe ſo more good of 
romcowentßan ſor fo taſte of Fir 
0000 11) th16 manetre Fo: better if 16 
fo ſeſe good wpth worſhip ton it 16 
% wpnne good wyth Pplcnye and 


(Game. And euery man ougftto do 
his dp{1gence © beſpnies to grte Frm 
a good name. 7 pet ſhaſſe ot Hoc ly 
beſye Gym in licpyng of hie good Ha 
me Put Fe ſhal aſl wap enſoictn ts 
do ſom me thyng by wpehe be map 
renc tiefe or ;enouee Fre coe 1101110 
Fo: if ts wrpton that th. of 0c 4000 
ſoos ofa man 02 good n e 
ghon and paſſid whay it 16 10! 11 
Wed ne renouelyd. and as tou hn gs 
that ye ſarn ye wolcvyſc pour at 
ucrſarpes. (Fat tFinl:ith me mee 
agayn teſon and our of meu e 
ſyderyng tfe power that ti ey 1074 
rcuc von F pon Frm fff, rb pitt 
is W:pton tfatfe is Worthy fo |! 
Gre prrupleac j myfuſeth fe mir at 
and ee pour that is petite ym a 

I ſet caas p ye myabt or rom þ 
payne bp right 4 by ſawe ute 
Jfrowe remmopriotdo Jar pen; 
ohtnotpufitforyrilicion For par n 
ucntute fon were if lylic to tene 
fo th warlcr Os tf wr by fore 88 
Het ſoterfytupfttat mende row 
obcyſance vemuſt dimen pour moe 
murtopſly. Tbivic fofar romudt 1 
e mot fp penance 7 Tugemut 
Fo? if 16 weyten that Fe moſt (111 
ffytly comin rdth {0 f ym Him, mol 
ee bye. 7 tferfo: pago þ in 
this ncecſſyte and in this nde pe cafe 
poW fo! to curree me peu Ferre fo: 
ſenck ſarth Ne tft at oueromerh big 
herfe, Nero meth pee, 
cndeufpus ſapts. T Fere is 
nothpnge foo comendabſem a gre 
fc ſorde as whan be 16 debonapre 


4 


— ; — — - 
22 ww a x 


The Taſe of Chaucet 


endmeſ:e. And apperſpth ſpm light 
lp. And I pꝛape pow that pe wpl 
now ſorbede to do vengeance in ſu⸗ 
che a maner that poure good name 
map be l:epte and conſerupd. and þ 
men map haue cauſe and mater too 
ptayſe pow of pyte and of mercy. 
And that pe haue no cauſe to tepete 
yow of thyng that is doon. Fo: 
Denelir ſapth:He ouettometh an e 
uyſ manet that repeteth gym of his 
Vpcto2pe. wherſoit Ipꝛape yo w ſeie 
mercy be in pour herte. Lo theffect a 
to the entente that god almyghty ha 
uc mercy on pow in his laſie Suge - 
ment. Fo: ſapnt James ſapii in 
$16 epiſiſys Jugement wythout me2 
cp halbe doo to hym that hath noo 
mercp on an othet wyght. 


Han melſebce had herd the 
w greteſf:pffes and ꝛeſons of 
dame prudence 7 het wy⸗ 
ſe Infoꝛmacyona and tech yngea his 
hertet began tencſyne to te wylſ of 
dis wp conſyderyng her grete en 
tente con fermed hym anon and af / 
ſented to wer lt after her counceylle . 
And thanlted god of wgom pres 
erdetß alle goodnes and vertu that 
gyn had ſente a wp of grete dpſcre/ 
cyon. And whan tic dap cam that 
his aduerſarpes ſhold apperc in his 
preſence. He ſpacf? to hem ful 
goodſy and ſapd in this wpſe. Al 
Ge if ſo that of poure p2pde aud pre- 
ſunipcion and bye folpe of pour ne + 
e 1) Fnconnonge ye hauc 


myſboꝛie yo w and treſſpacyd vᷣnto 
me. pet fo as myſipi as I fer xoure 
grete huniplyte and that pe be ſoꝛy 
and tepentauntc of poure gplitys it 
conſktrapneth me to doo pow grace 
and mer(p. Wherſo! J ics 
tue pow to my grace and foꝛycue 
pow vtte:lp alle tit offences Im un 
es and w:onges that ye hauc doon 
apenſt me to thts effecte and to this 
ende. (hat god of his endefes mercy 
wyl at the day of mp dey yng ſoꝛyt 
ue me mp gyltes. that Jh uc treſpa 
c«d to hym in this woꝛlde. fo! 
doubtetes pf we be ſory and repens! 
taunte fo: out ſpnnes and gylicc. 
The ſpght of our ford god 16 ſco fre 
and foo merepable that he wyl fo: 
gpue vs out gyltes aud brp1ice vs 
to the blyſſe that neuct ſhalle haut 
cude Amen. 


Here endetF Lhaucers T alc of 
ellebee and Prudence his wyf 1 
Sophpe 61s doughter of moralpe. 
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be monkes prefottue 


Kere bettpnneth the monkes prokogue 


Þ Han endpd was cle tale of Melleße 

and of prudence and her Benignyte 

Y ure ſooſt ſayd as gj am ſepttifulke may 

And By that precious coꝛpus Madriay 

gbadde ty ier thay a ba relle of ale 

Chat goo o lee mp f tade be rde this tale 

for ſtje is nothyngz of ſuche pactence 

ys was tio PelteBeus wyſprude nee 

By godd / s Bones Wijay ꝗ Bete my hnaues 

She Bryngeth me the grete clobbed ſtaues 

and ery it ſte the dogges eue richone 

and rt he Gottie dae and euery Bone 

and if that any nygboure of mpy 

wok ns t in chirche to my wyf enckyne 

Oꝛb / ſo hardy to her to treſpace 

war ſhe comptt home ſhe xampett in my face 

und ceyeth fals colwarde Wreke thy wy 

By coꝛd us dominus gj wol haue thy hnyf 

and thou ſhalt haue my diſtaue and go ſpynne 

fro day to ny(tht ſhe wol tus begynne 

affas ſte ſay eiſj that euir } was ſFape 

To wedde a m»fheſoppe a colbarde ape 

That wol Ge ou ir ledde with eue ry Witths 

Thou darſt nat ſi2nde by thy Wpues right 

This is mp fpf. Gut if that J woſde fitthe + 

und oute at the doꝛe a noy j muſt me digit 

and elle J am foſt But if chat 

Be (phe a wylde fpouy fool ha rdy 

J wote welke [ye wol do me ſle ſom day 

| Som nygtthboure and than go my way 

fo Town gorfons with bnvf in Fonde 
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The monkes prokoftne 


at be it that q dar nat her withſtonde 
for ſte Mas bytt in armes bp my feith 
That ſtjaf be fynde that her mpſdoth 02 ſapeth 
But let Bs paſſe aWap from this matere 

Mp loꝛde ſir monke lie ſapd be merp of chere 
ſfoz pe ſtjalke telle a tale ef 


Co Rouchjeſt re ſtondeth here faſt by 

Kpde foꝛth mpy olbne loꝛde brehe nat ouꝛ game 
But by mp troutſſe j hnoWe nat pouꝛ name 
whethe 2 ſhalle q calle you my loꝛde day Holy 
Oꝛ day Thomas day robert oꝛ dan Al bon 
Oꝛof what ſouſe be ye By youre fader hy 
vo we to god thou haſt a fulte fapre chyn 

t is a gentyl paſture there ttou gooſt 

Thou art nat łyhe a penaunt 02 a gooſt 
Ppoy mp feptt thou art ſom officere 

Som woꝛthy Sexten oz ſom ceferere 
ffoꝛ by mp fadre ſoule as to mp dome 
Thou art a mayſtez ian thou art at ſome 
No poure ckoyſtereꝛ ne no poure noupce 
But a (fouernouze Wpkp and wyſe 

And ther witß of bra we aud of Bones 

d wete faryng perſone foꝛ the nones 
pray to god peue him con fuſioun 
That firſt the bᷣrougiit into refigiony 
Thou woldeſt haue be a tredfoule a right 
Naddpſt thou as grete keue as thou Faſt myzift 
To parfouꝛ me alle thp luſt iy engendrure 
Thou ha ddeſt begoten many a creature 

aftas why weriſt thou ſo wyde a cope 

God gyue me ſoꝛolbe and i were pope 

Nat onep thou Gut enerp myghty man 


Tougſ be we re ſhoꝛe hit vpon his pay 
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The monhes prokogue 


Sdolde laue a wpf,foz alle this woꝛlde is loꝛn 
Refiftiouy hathj tahe Bp econ 
Of treddyng and boꝛel men be ſorympes 
Of feble trees tiere comytl 197 mpes 
A This maki< that oure hjeyres be ſo ſlendez 
ind feble that they map nat wele engendre 
This mahith that oure Wpues wol afſap 
Relitfpous foche foꝛ they may Bettre pap 
Of benus papmentes than map we 
God wote no buſſteburgties pap pe 
put be nat Wrottſe my loꝛde though I pley 
ful ofte in game a ſotij haue q erde ſap 
This woꝛtijy monke toke alle in pacience 
and ſayd 5 wol do my diligence 
as fer as ſowne th into honeſte 
Co teł vou a tale oꝛ two oz tire 
nnd if youłyſt co ljerÞ py hedyrwaꝛde 
wol you ſapy of the (pf of ſeint Adward 
Oꝛ elles trage dye s firſt g Wol telle 
Of Whiche g haue ay hundred in mp celle 
8 Traftedy is foꝛ to teile a certayn ſtozp 
8 Wotde Gohes make!) memozp 
Df them that ſtondey ty grete proſperite 
ind is falle gute of high de (tre 
to myſerp and endith wrechydly 
ud they been bercifped comontfy 
Of ſev feet whiche men clepen evametroy 
y proſe che been endyte d many one 
Ind in metre many a ſondry wyſe 
Lochs ought pnoutth to ſuffiſe 
J $20 Gert net if you lyſt foꝛ to here 
J »ut firſt ij be ſeche pou in this mate re 
Tougſ J6p oꝛdre tet nat theſe thynges 
C 


The monkhes Tate 


Be it of popes E mpe rouꝛes oꝛ hynffcs 
And after theiꝛ ages as men riten fpnde 
But tile them ſom bi foꝛe and ſom betjpnde 
us it comptfj to my te membraunte 


Naue me e xcuſed of mpy ignoꝛaunce 


Here endith the monkrs profottue 
and begynnetl lis Tate 


wol be wapyle in mane: of traffedp 

The harme of them that ſtonde in hig detre 
And fytle ſo that there nas no re med 
To h̊ryng them oute of theire aduerſite 
For certapy wbay that fortune kpſt to fte 
Ther map no may of heꝛ the cours witholde 
Fate nomay truſte on błlynde proſperite 
Be ware by this enſample pong and olde 
at Lucifer though fe ay angel were 


The monhes Tafe 


and nat a may at him J wol begynne 
ſoz thoutth foꝛtune map nat anngel dere 
fron hig dettre pet ſyl he foꝛ his ſpnne 
Doun into helle Where he is pet in 
O kuci feꝛ brighteſt of aungelles alle 
Now art thou ſathanas thou mapſt nat twyn 
Oute of myſery whiche thou arte falle 
o Adam ty the felde of da ma ſce ne 
with goddes oWne fynger wrought was 
und nat begoten of mannes ſperme önckene 
und Wefee alle paradiſe ſauyng one tre 
Hadde neuir woꝛldly may ſoit) degre 
as Adam. ty he foz mpſttouernaunce 
wae drpuey oute of his high proſperite 
To laboure and toljefte and to my ſchaunce 
o Hampſoy whiche that was annunciat 
By the aungek kong oꝛ his natiuyte 
and was to god almyg ty con ſecrate 
Ind ſtode in nobles while he mpitht ſc 
was neuir ſuche another as was he 
To ſpeke of ſtrengith and therto hardyncs 
But to his wyues told he his ſecre 
Throutth whictie he ſtough him foꝛ wrechydneſſe 
Sampſon this noble and mygh ty champion 
withoute wepyn ſane his handes tlwey 
Ne ſtoutt6 and alle to rent the fpouy 
Tobard his weddpntt wallyng by the wey 
Nis fals wyf coude him ſo pleaſe and pray 
Tyl ſhe his coun ſeyl hnele and ſhe öntrue⸗ 
Vnto his foos his counſepl gan be wray 
And him foꝛ ſoke and toke ay otheꝛ nee 
an hundred foves tohe Sampſon for ire 
Ind alle theire tapfes be to gyddeꝛ onde 
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The monhes Tale 


und ſet the foxes tayles alle on fyre 
Foz he in euerp tapte put a bronde 
und they Brent alle the coꝛ nes of that konde 
And theite olyues and theire wynes eke 
A thouſand men ehe he ſłkough with his honde 
And hadde no weppy but ay aſſes chehe 
whan they Were ſlayn ſo thriſted him that he 
was wele nyt (029 foꝛ Whicte he gan to prey 
Tat god Wolde of his peyne haue ſom pyte 
And ſende him drynke oz elles muſt he dye 
Andof this aſſesctjche that was ſo drye 
Oute of a wang tothe ſpraug anon a welle 
Of wh iche he dranke pnouſth ſhoꝛtly to ſap 
Cbus halpe him god as gudicum can tef 
Dp be rey fozce at gaſa cy a nytttit 
Maugre the philyſtiens of that cyte 
Che gates of the toun he hatij Vp pfighe 
und on his backe y caried them hath he 
OHitth on ay hylle where as men mp(tht them ſe 
O noble ano myghty ſampſoy leef and dere 
Na dde thou nat tolde to women thy ſecre 
y alle this woꝛlde ne hadde be thy pere 
This Sa mpſoy nepthez ſpdre dranhe ne wpne 
Ne on his hede cam raſoure none ne ſhere 
Dp precept of the meſſangeꝛe deupne 
Foꝛ al his ſtrengthes in his heris Were 
Und fully twenty pere bp pere 
Of iſraef he hadde the gouernaunce 
But afteꝛ ſone wept he many a tere 
ſoz wymen Brouttft him to my ſchaunce 
Vnto his lemman dalida tje tolde 
That in his heris alte his ſtrenght lay 
And falſely to his foos him ſhe ſolde 
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The monhes Take 


and ſteppn(t iy heꝛ barme pᷣpon a dap 
They made to clyppe oꝛ ſtere his here alvep 
1nd made his fomey alle his craft aſppen 
and Wwhay that they him fonde in ſuche arꝛay 
They bõonde him faſte and put oute his epen 
But oꝛ his hetes Were cłypped oꝛ ſhaue 
There nas no donde that mygiit him bynde 
But nob is tje put in pryſon in a caue 
we re as they made him at tije querne grynde 
O noble Sa mpſoy ſtrongeſt of mantpnde 
O whikom iuge ty gloꝛp and iy riches 
No c mayſt thou wepe Wittj ttipy epy blynde 
Sithen thou art from wele falten into wredipdnes 
CTCbe ende of this captyf was as 5 ſhaſfe ſap 
His fome made a feeſt vpoy a day 

Und made them as their fook bifoꝛe tlem plcy 
And this was in a temple of grete arzap 
But at tije Caſt ge made a fouie frap 
ſox he two poſtes ſhohe and made the i falle 
And doun fylle the tempke and there it tap 
Und ſtew him ſefue and ehe his fomen alle 

This is to ſay the prynces euerichone 
And ehe thre thouſand bodies Were there ſtapy 
with faſiyng of the grete tempke of ſtone 
Of Sampſon wol J nomoze ſapy 
De Ware of this enſampke olde and pfapy 
That no may telle theire counſepk to tit ir Wpues 
Of ſuche ting as they wolde haue ſecte fapy 
f that it touche theiꝛ kymmes oꝛ theiz lyues 
o Fhercuſes the ſonerapne conquerouze 

Syngyn his werhes laude and his renoun 
ſoz in his tyme of ſtrentt6t be bare the four 
Ge ſlough and refte the ſuynne of the lxoun 
C im 
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und of Centaurus kepd tle Boſt a doun 
He arpies ſlowe the cruelle birdes fellt 
He the goloen apelles raft fro the dragen 
He droue oute cerberus the hounde of lick 
He ſlouttt the cruek tyraunt buſurus 


And made his 02 ſe to frete him fle ſſhie and booy 


He ſlougij the Berzy ſerpent Lenemous 
Of actiifkes two hoznes brake fe that one 
And be ſle we cacus ty a caue of ſtone 
He ſte the gyaunt Antheus the ſtrong 
He ſouth tye gryſely Boꝛe and that anooꝝ 
And bare his hede Bpoy his necke long 

Was neuir Wittht ſithen the woꝛlde began 
That ſfougth ſo many monſtres as dpd he 
Through the wyde woꝛld his name ray 
what foꝛ his ſtren(tht and his bounte 
And euer rtałme went he foz to ſee 
Ne Was ſo ſtrong that no man mygit him lette 
and bothe woꝛldes endys ſaytſ Crophe 
Jun ſtede of boundes he of bras a pyleꝛ ſet 

a femmay hadde this noble champpoy 
That higit dyanpra as freſſlſe as may 
And as cterhes make mencioun 
She hath him ſent a ſhert freſſte and gay 
Allas that ſhert allas and wela way 
Enuenpmed was ſubtelly with alle 
That oz he hadde we ryd it half a day 
t made his fleſſhe al fro the bones falle 

But neuirtheleſſe cle rkes heꝛ excuſen 
By one that ſigit neſſus that it mahed 
Be as be may (J wol nate: accuſey 
But on his body the ſhert he weryd alte naked 
Typ ttje fleſſſje was With the venym ſtated 
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and wan fe ſa we none otheꝛ remedp 
n Foot coles te tath im ſetf rahed 
ſoz with no venym beyned he to dye 
Thus ſtarf this V-0zttp mpytttity hercules 
Co wtjo map truſte ty foꝛtune any throwe 
Foꝛ him that folotiitij ak this worde of precs 
Oꝛ he be ware is oft leyde fulle lobe 
Ful Wyſe is he that him ſelf can knowe 
Be wa re foꝛ Whay that foꝛtune 2?pſt to tttoſr 
Than waptett) ſhe heꝛ may doun to th robbe 
By ſuche a way as he Wolde leſt ſuppoſ⸗ 
the mygity trone the precious treſotire 
Tie gloꝛious ſeptre and the ryat mageſty 
Chat gjadde the khyng — 14 
with tongue bnneth map diſcribed be 
He twyes Wan ieruſalem that cpte 
The be ſſel of the temple he With him (adds 
ut Babiſon was his ſouerapy ſee 
% Wh iche his gloꝛy and his det pte he had 
The fapreſt children of the btode ryat 
Of ieruſalem he dpd do gelde anoo!; 
Und made eche of them to be his thratfe 
Among alle othez danyel Was one 
Chat was the wyſeſt childe of cue richone 
ſoz he the dremps of the hyng e xpouned 
Ther as in caldey cle rkes Were ther none 
That wyſt to what fyne his dreme ſowned 
This proude hyng leet make a ſtatu of gold 
Si vty cubites long and ſeupy in brede 
To Whiche ymage Bothe pong and olde 
Comaunded he tokoute and haue ty drede 
Dt in a furneys fulle of flames rede 
He ſholde be dede that wolde nat obey 
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But neuiꝛ wolde accoꝛde to tſat dede 
JDanpet ne his pong felobbes twep 
Tuis hyng of hynges proude and elate 
He wende god that ſptteth in mage ſtye 
lie mptz5t nat bereue of hie eſtate 
Vut ſooenly be Coſt lis dignyte 
und tyhe a veſt jim ſempd foꝛ to be 
and ete lap as ay ox and lay the route 
hn rapy with wylde beſtes welhed hee 
Cyl a certapn tyme was come aboute 
And lyhe an egkxs fethers were ts heris 
Ano napfes łyhe bprdesc>faWes wer 
God rereupd him atcertapy peres 
und paue him wytte and thay with many a tere 
Ne tha nhad god and euiꝛ his pf iy fere 
was he to do amps oꝛ moꝛe treſpas 
And ot that he tapd was on is Bere 
He hne we that god was fulle of mp(theand grace 
hs ſone wuiche that hight batthaſaz 
Chat lefd the reffne aftez his faders day 
Ne by is fade coude nat be ware 
3:02 proude te was of hert and of arzap 
And ehe ay pdolaſtez was he ap 
His high eſtate aſſured him in pryde 
Hut foꝛtune caſt him donn and there he (ap 
And ſodenly his regne can deupde 
A feſte he made vnto his loꝛdes alle 
Vpoya tyme he made them blythe be 
And than his officers ga he calle 
Got bryng foꝛth the veſſelles quod he 
Whictie that my fade in his proſperite 
Oute of the temple of ie ru ſalem beraft 
and to oure goddes tanke we 
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Df ſonoure tljat out efders With vs laft 
Nis wyf his loꝛdes and tjitsconcuBpnes 
ay dronhey while theire appetptes (aſt 
Oute of tleſe noble veſſelles ſondrp wynes 
and on a walke this kyng is epen caſt 
ànd ſa be an ſounde armeles that Wrote faſt 
ſoz fere of Whiche he quohe and ſitfhed ſoꝛe 
This found that batttjaſaz made ſo ſoꝛe agaſt 
wrote mane. techel. phares, and no moze 
Ju af that fonde ma(ticaey Was there none 
This coude evpoWne what thisfettre ment 
But danyel expouned it anooy 
and ſayd png. god to thy fadre ſent 
Gloꝛy and honoure rigne ttt ſouꝛ and rent 
and he was proude and nothyng god he drad 
and ther foꝛe grete wrathe god pon him ſent 
Ind him beraft the reigne that he hadde 
He was oute caſt of mannes company 
with aſſes was his habitacioui 
Undete hey as a beſt in weet and dry 
Tpc thjat he hne be by grace and by rea ſon 
Chat god of heupy hatij dompnacion 
Ouiꝛ euexy reigne and euerp crature 
Und than ha dde god of him compaſſion 
and him reſtoꝛed his reigne andhis figure 
he thou that art his ſone art proude alſo 
and hno beſt alle the ſe thynges pryuelp 
Und art rebel to god and his foo 
Thou dranke ehe of his pe ſſelles boldely 
Thy wyf ehe and thy wenches ſyn fully 
Drauhe of the ſame beſſelles ſondry wynes 
und heꝛied fal ſe goddes curſydly 
Therfoze to the ſhapen grete pyne is 
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This honde was ſent fro god that on the walle 
Wrote mane techel pha res truſt me 
Thy reigne is done thou Wepeſt nat alle 
Deuyded is thy regne and it ſhatbe 
To me des and to percpens quod fie 
And that ſame nytit the kyng was ſtat 
And daryus occupied his degree 
Though ye tue rto hadde nottjez rigiit ne (awe 
Loꝛdynges here By enſamples map pe take 
How that 19 fozdſhpip is no ſihyrnes 
roꝛ jan that foꝛtune wol ama fozſahe 
He beritij a wey his reine and his richeſſe 
andeketiis frendes hothe moze and les 
And what may att fzendes through foꝛtune 
Mpſtjappe wol make him enemyes i geſſe 
This prouerbe is fulle ſotſi and ful comune 
c FEnobiaof Palymerie que ne 
as Writetth pezcpens of her noblenes 

So woꝛthy was in armes and ſokene 
That no wight paſt heꝛ in hardyneſſe 
Ne iy lynage ne in none otheꝛ gentyrnes 
Of hynges bfode of Perce is ſhe di ſcended 
0 ſap that ſhe adde nat moſte faprneſſe 
But of heꝛ ſhappe ſtje mptitit nat be amended 

ſfrom her childehode (5 fpnde that ſtie fled 
O ffice of woman and to wode ſhe went 
And many a wylde hertes blode ſtje ſhedde 
with a roles brode that ſe to them ſent 
She was ſo ſwyft that ſte anoon them Gene 
And whay that ſhe was eldeꝛ ſhe wolde hylle 
Lyounes lybertes and berps alle to rent 
And iy ſeꝛ armes welde them at heꝛ wylle 
She durſt wylde beſtes denn ys ſelie 
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nnd renne in the mounten alle the nyhlit 
and ſtepe vndre a buſſtie and ſtecoude eke 
praſtyl by Verp fozce and erp mpttlt | 
© pitt any pong may Were Hez neuiz ſo Wittft 
There mp(tht nothyng in hez armes ſtonde 
dhe kept her mapdentjede from euerp Wight 
Lo no man depned ſhe to be bonde 
A Hut at the kaſt her frendes hath he ma ried 
To O nedache a prynce of that countre 
x were it ſo that ſtje them long tarped 
nnd pe ſdatte vnderſtonde how that fe 
fadoe ſuche fanteſtes as hadde ſhe 
Y but neuirttjeCeſſe wtjay they Were bnptte in fere 
A Chep xpued ii tope and ii fełicite 
ſoꝛ eche of them had ottez teef and dere 
Saue one thyng that ſje wolde neuiz aſſent 
bp no wey that he ſholde By ler lye 
but onys foz it was pfepy het entent 
Tobaue a chyide the woꝛlde to multiplye 
ud atſo ſone as ſtje myght aſppe 
Tat ſhe was nat with childe with that dede 
Chan wolde ſtje ſuffre him to do his fante ſy 
I eft ſones and nat hut onps oute of drede 
andif ſie were with chylde at that caft 
I omore ſhotde be play that ga me 
| Cpl fud y fouꝛty daies Were p paſt - 
Chenne wolde ſte onys ſuffre him the ſame 
Me were this onedache Wplde 02 tame 
fe gat no moꝛe of her for thus ſhe ſayde 
| was to Wpues lychery and ſhame 
other caas if men with them played 
Two ſones hy this One dache had ſbe 
The Whiche ſte kept in dertue andkettrure 
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yr — woes turne be 

ap that ſo wozſtipfulke a creature 

And Wpſe tfierwith andſarffe with meſure 

So penpybee iy warze and curtepſe eke 

Ne mozetaboure myſilit in warze endure 

was noon thjougſi alle this woalde men wold ſeke 
Heꝛ riche arzap ne myſiſt nat be told 

As were in Seſſel as in ler ckotſſyng 

She Was alle cladde in perzp and in tfolde 

And eke left nat foꝛ none huntyn( 

To laue of ſondrp tonges foklte hnowyng 

Wan that (ye Cepſer hadbe and foꝛ to entende 

Toferne bones Was alle heꝛkyhynt 

Hob ſte in dertue he (pf mytßut diſpende 

and ſtjoztfp of this ſtozp fox to trete 

So dougtjty was her Guſbonde as ſte 

That thep conquered many reafmes grete 

(jy the oꝛient with many a faprecpte 

Appertenaunt vᷣnto the maieſte 

Of Rome. and with ſtrengtith helde them fa ſte 

Ne neuiꝛ myſſht her omen do hieꝛ fle 

ac the whife that O nedahys daies laſt 

Nez batapſes Who ſo lyſt them foz to rede 

Utapy Sapoꝛ tie hyng andothez mo 

Andhow alte this proceſſe fył in dede 

w6p,ſbe conquerydand What tytle ſte ſad therto 

And aftez of heꝛ myſclrif and of fez wo 

How that ſhe was beſegyd and y take 

et him to mp mapſtez petrazhe 

That Wricett ynougij of this Iᷣndertahe 
whay Dnedache was dede ſhe mptthtely 

The realmes ſjelde and with ber oWne honde 


ayenſt fer food ſtie fought truly 
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That ther nas prynce ne hyng in alle that londe 
But were glade if they that grace fonde 
That ſhe ne ſto lde pon is londe Warzep 


with hez they made allya unce bp Bonde 


To be in peas andlet them ryde and pley 
The empe rouꝛe of Rome Clandius 
Ne him bifozy the Roman Galiene 
e durſt neuir be ſo coꝛaßeous 
Ve noon ermpy ne none effipciey 
Ve ſurzpey ne none arabien 
within the felde that durſt with bez fit 
Leſt that ſte wolde them with her handes ſlay⸗ 
Oꝛ with her meney put them to flight 
Jo hynges habite went heꝛ ſones two 
as hei res of tiez realmaes alle 


and hermanno and titamaffo 
CTheire names Were as perciens them calle 


But ap foꝛtune hatt in heꝛ fonp galle 

This mp{zhty quene map no while endure 

foꝛtune oute of reigne made ler to falle 

To wꝛechydneſſe and to mpſaucntuze 
durilian Whay that the gouernaunce 

Of Rome cam iy his hondes twep 

ge ſtjope pon this quene to do Bengeaunte 

Und Witt his legyons he toke His Wep 

Toward Cenobie and ſtoztly foz to ſap 

He made he2 fle and at the faſt hez bent 

and fetrpd heꝛ and ehe her children twey 

Und Way the londe and home to Rome fe went 
among otheꝛ thynges that he Way 

Net chare that of golde was wrouttht and perze 

This grete Romapy this Nurityan 

Nath with him lad that for men ſholde ſe 
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Crouned ſhe was as 
And fut of perzp cha ii 
Altas foꝛtune ſhe thafk 
Dede fulle to hynges a 60 Emperodzes 
Now ** the people o hez allas 
And ſue that helmyd was in ſtarke ſtoures 
and wan bp fozce tolvnes ſtrong and toures 
Shat on tjez hede no Mere autrempre 
und ſhe that Gare the ſeptre fulle of floures 
Shal be re a dyſtaf ler coſt foꝛ to quyte 
o f ylane grete barnaboSLiſcount 
God of delyte and ſcoꝛge of Lumbardy 
why ſuolde nat h thy foꝛtune acounte 
Sithen in eſtate thou ckombey Were ſolſpe 
Thy brother ſone that was thy dou — 
ſfoz he thy nee we was and for ne in la we 
within its prpſoy made tie to dye 
But w ne how not gthat thou were ſla we 
o Fthe eile huglyn of pyſe the kangoure 

There map no tongue teffe ſoꝛ pyte 

But lytel oute of pyſe ſtondetſ a tourt 
In whiche tou re in pryſon put was fe 
Und Witt him his ly tel chekdrey tre 
The elde ſt ſcarſky fyue pere was of age 
Atlas foꝛtune it was ffreterructe 
Suche byrdes to put 9 ſuche a cage 
— he was to dye in tha Siſon 
Whiche wüde dite bas of 
. on filmmade a falſe 2 

wlictie the people gan oy arpſe 
And put him in prifoyt in ſuche wyſe 
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as ye haue herd and mete and drynke ſje hadde 
So ſmal that wele Vnnetlh it max ſuffiſe 
and ther with al it was fulle poure and badde 
And on a dap it befpłłe that in ttat oure 
Whay that his mete was Wont to be hrougijt 
The gayleꝛ ſtjptte the doꝛes of the toure 
He ljerd it wele but he ſpake right nougat 
And in his hert anoon ther fylle a thought 
Chat they foꝛ ſiungre wolde do him to dyen 
aſſas quod te allas that q was wrouttht 
Ther with the teris fyt from his eyen 
Bis pong ſone that tre pete was of age 
Vnto his fadre he ſayd whp do pe wepe 
whay wol oure tfapfez brpntt oure potage 
Js the no mozſek Grede that ye do kepe 
gam ſohungry that q may nat ſkepe 


Noob wolde to god that J myght ſkepe enix 


Than ſholde no hunttre in my ſoule crepe 

Cher is no thyng than brede that me were lyueꝛ 
Thus dap 6p day this childe gan to crye 

Tyk in his faders barme a donn it lap 

and ſapd fare wele fadeꝛ J nuſt dye 

Ind hyſſed his fade2 and dyed the ſame day 

and wean the woful fade2 dede him ſap 

ſoz wo his armes he gan to byte 

Ind ſayd affas foꝛtune and wela wey 

Thy fals whele mp Woo alle map wyte 
This otheꝛ childe wende that fozYanttre it was 

That he his armes hne we and nat foz wo 

Ind ſayd fadeꝛ do nat ſo allas 

Bnt ratheꝛ ete the fleſſhe Bp0y Bs two 

Dure fleſſhe thou pane 9s tale oure fleſſie 5g fro 

And ete pnoutth right thus the childe ſa por 
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und afteꝛ that within a dap oꝛ two 
They leyde them doun in his klappe and deyd 
Rim ſelf deſpepres ehe foꝛ hunger ſtarf 
Thus endyd the myhſity erle of pyſe 
from hig eſtate foꝛtune aWep him car 
Of this tragedy it ouglit pnoutth ſu ffiſe 
Who ſo wol here it fy a lengeꝛ Wyſe 
Redith the grete poete of tapl 
That ſigijt daunte fox le can it deuyſe 
ffro poynte to popnte nat one woꝛde wol he fapk 
a L£cthoutth that Nero Were as Vicious 
Zs anp feend that fyeth ful low adoun 
pet he as tellith s ſwetonpus 
Ar this woꝛlde fa dde in ſubiectioun 
Dottlje eſt and Weſt and ſeptentryon 
Of rubies ſaphires and of perfes white 
were alle his ckothes brolvded vp and doun 
ſfoꝛ he in ge mmys ſtretły (tay delyte 
More delica te moꝛe pompeous of arzap 
Moe proude was neuiz emperon: than de 
That ilke ckoth that he hadde weryd one day 
Afteꝛ tat tyme he nofde it neuiꝛ ſe 
Nettes of golde th rede hadde he grete plente 
To fpſſtje in tybeꝛ whan him lyſt to pley 
Nis luſtes were as faWe in his degre 
ſox fortune as his frende wolde him obey 
Ne Rome Brent foꝛ his delycacy 
The ſenatoures he ſkoutth vᷣpon a day 
ToljeretjoW that tho men wolde wepe and crpe 
And ſtougß his Grothez and by his ſuſtre lay 
Nis modre made he in a pytous arzap 
Fot he heꝛ wombe feet ſkptte to beholde 
where he concepued was ſo weka wey 
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That he ſolyteł of his modre tolde 

No tetris oute of his epey foꝛ that ſigßt 
Ne cam. But ſayd a fapre Womay was ſhe 
Grete Wondre is that he coude 02 mptilt 
be dome ſmay of hez dede beaute 
The wyne to bryng him comaunded he 
and dranhe anooy none other wohe made 
ah mygit is ioyned ontoctuelkte 
ꝗleas to de pe Wot the venym Wade 

n pouttſe a mapſtez had this emperouze 
To teche him lettrure and curte ſy 
for of moꝛalite he Was tle floute 
as iy his tyme but if his bones pe 
and W.jifes his mapſtez hadde of bim mapſtre 
He made him ſoconnpng and ſo ſouple 
Chat long tyme it was oz tprannxe 
Oꝛany vpce durſt ty him vucoupte 

Seneca tjis mapſteꝛ was of wyiche Jdeupſe 
Dicauſe Nero hadde of him ſuche Trede 
ſoz he foꝛ his Vpces Woroe him chaſt ice 
Diſcretly as by woꝛde and nat bp dede 
Dir he Wolde ſap a! emperonz 11100t nede 
De bertuous and hate tyrannp 
for whiche he made him a bathe to blede 
Ou bothes his armes tyl he muſt dye 

This nero hadde ehe of accuſtumaunce 
n pouthe ayenſt his mayſter to ryſe 
Whiche a fte ward him thoughte a grete greuaunce 
Bicauſe he oft wolde him chaſt ice 
Therfoꝛe he made him dye ty this wyſe 
Cocheſe in a bathe to dye in this ma nere 
Batheꝛ thay to haue a note: turmentyſe 
Und thus hath Nero ſtapy his mayſteꝛ dere 
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Now fpt it ſo that foꝛtune lyſt no lente 
Te high pryde of nero tocherpſſte 
oi ttjoutth te wa re ſtrong pet was ſüe ſtrengeꝛ 
She ttiougtic thus by god ꝗ am to nyce 
Co ſette a may that is ful fytled of vyce 
Go hig dettre amd ay empe roure bim caffe 
Dp god oute of is ſete ij wol iim trpce 
Wen he leſt Wenptti ſoneſt ſlal te falle 
Tie people roos dᷣpoꝝ lim 09 a nyglit 
For his de faute and whay he it aſpped 
Oute of lits doꝛes anon lie latij uim digit 
Alone and tſiere fe wende to he allyred 
He hnoched faſte and ap the moꝛe he cryde 
The faſtpz ſitte they tije doꝛes alle 
Tito wyſt fe wele he hadde him ſelf begyked 
and went his wep no lengeꝛ durſt he cafte 
The people cryde and rombled Bp and doun 
That with tis e rio ſe herd fol that thep ſayd 
where is ti is falſe tpraunt this neroy 
Foa fere fut nere oute of his Wptce he brayde 
and to ſiis goddes _ ſky le prapde 
Fo ſocoure but'itmpttfit nat betyde 
ſoa drede of tlits ſim thought that he depd 
And ray into a gardeyn him tofipde 
And in ttjis ta rdeyn fonde he choꝛles twey 
And ſyttyng by a fpre grete and rede 
And to the ctjoafes t ep le gan to pray 
To ſte him and to gyrde of his hede 
Tat to his ody wan he were dede 
Were nodeſppte doon fo: his de fa me 
Him ſelf he ſkotth he coude no bettre ri de 
Df wiche foꝛtune (outth and la dde ga me 
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Þ as neuizcapdepy öndre a hyng 
That regnes mo put in ſubiectioun 

Ne ſtrengeꝛ was in feld of al thpntt 

as in his tyme ne greteꝛ of renony 

Ne moze pompeous in high pre ſumpcioun 

Chan olopherne whiche foꝛtune ay kpſt 

So licoꝛou ſe ladde him Bp and douy 

Ty that he dede was 02 that he wyſt 
Nat only that this wozkde hadde of him a we 

ſoz leſyng of riche ſſe and lpbertßp 

But he made euery may renye his ka lbe 

Nabugodonoſoꝛ was loꝛd ſapd he 

None othez koꝛd ſhal honoured be 

apenſt tis heſte ther daz no wight treſpas 

Hane ty bethulia a ſtrontt cyte 

where Eliachim was preeſt of that place 
But take hepe of the deth of olopherne 


 Umpd his hooſt he dronke lap af npttc 


within his tente large as isa berne 
And pet foꝛ alie his pompe and alłe his mygßt 
judith a womay as he lay vp right 
Slepyngz his hede of ſmote and frohis tent 
ful prpuckp ſte ſtale from cuery wight 
Ind with his hede vnto heꝛ touy ſte went 
Hat neditßh it of hyng Antiocus 
To telfehis high and ryalle mageſty 
his high pryde his werke bene mous 
ſoz ſuche a notheꝛ may nas neuir as he 
Redith what that he Was ty machabe 
Ind redith the proude werkes that he ſayd 
Und why he fyl from his proſperite 
And in an hylle how wWrecihdey he deyd 
j:02tune him hadde enhaunced ſo in pryde 
D 1 


The monkes Tate 


That Berilp je wende he mp{tht attayne 
Vnto the ſterꝛys vᷣpon euer ſpde 
And in a bafaunce to we eche mounteyu 
And alle the flodes of the ſee reſtreyne 
And goddes people hadde he mooſt in ha te 
Chem wolde he ſke in turment and ty pepne 
wenyng that god ne mygliit his pryde abate 
And jſoꝛ that Qicha moꝛ and Tpmothe 
Whhiche ie wes Were Benquyſſhed mpitelp 
Ynto the tewes ſuche an hate had he 
Chat te gad gratijed his cha re fulle ha ſtely 
and ſwoꝛe and ſapde ful de ſpytouſey 
Vnto ieruſałem he wolde eftſone 
Co Wreke his pre on it ful cruełlp 
But of his purpos was he ket fulle ſone 
God for his ma nace him ſore ſmote 
with inupſibke wounde ay incurable 
That in his guttes carf ſo and bote 
That tis pepnes were impoꝛtable 
und certapnty the wreche was re ſonable 
foꝛ many a mannps guttes dyd he peyne 
But from his purpos curſed and da mpnable 
Fos alle his ſmert he nolde ity reſtrepne 
But badde anooy pareptey ſiis l ooſt 
And ſodenfp oꝛ he than was ware 
God daunted alle his prpde and alte his booſt 
For ſie ſo ſoꝛe fył oute of his care 
That ałle his lymmes and ſis fleſſie to tare 
So that he ne mpttht go ne ryde 
But iy a chare men aboute him bare 
Af foꝛ Broſed Bothe Gahe and ſyde 
The wreche of godhim ſmote ſo cruelly 
That iy his booy wyched woꝛmes crept 
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The monhes Take 


and ther withal he ſtanke ſo loꝛribly 
That none of alle his menp that him hept 
' whetthe2 that he Woke oꝛ elles ſkept 
Ne mptt{)t nat of him the ſtynhe endure 
and in this myſchief he wapted andhe wept 
and hene we god kloꝛd of euerp creature 
Co ał his hooſt and to him ſelf al ſo 
ful walt ſom was the ſtpnke of his ca reyn 
No may mygijt tum be re to ne fro 
and iy his ſtynke and iy lis hoꝛrible pepy 
He ſtarf ful Wrechydly oy a mountapy 
Chus hatij this robbez and this homycide 
Chat many a ma made to Wepe and pfapy 
Suche guerdoh as bekongith Vnto prpde 
the ſtoꝛy of altſaundre is ſocomune 
Chat cuerp Witte that hatij di ſcrecioun 
Hath herd ſomWhat oꝛ alle of his foꝛtune 
This wpde Woꝛlde as in conctu ſioun 
He wan bp ſtrenght and by lis renouy 
Tijey Were glade foꝛ peas vnto him ſende 
The pryde of may and boſt he leyd adouy 
where ſo he cam bnto the woꝛldes ende 
Compariſon inygũt pet neuiꝛ be mabed 
| DitWivte him and ay otheꝛ conque rouꝛ 
ſoꝛ alle this woꝛlde foꝛ drede of him quaked 
He was of knptttitjode and of fredom floure 
foztune him made the heire of high honoure 
Saue Wpne and Wemey nothyng mygßt aſwage 
His high entent in armes and kaboure 
do was he ful of louyng cozatte 
what pryde Were it to him thoutth q pou tofde 
Of darius and of ay hundred thouſand mo 
Of prynceserfes and kynges bolde 
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The monkes Cale 


whiche be conquered and brougttie to wo 
4 ſapas fezas a may map rpde 02 go 
Tye Woztde was dis what ſtutd jj moꝛe deupſe 
re thjͥougij q wrote and tolde pou eutrmo 
£f vis 2nygtithode, it myglit nac ſuffiſe 
xu pere ie reftned asg rede in Mactjabe 
Puuippes ſone of macedone he was 
Cat firſt was hyng of grece that countre 
O woͤꝛrthy gentyl aaſaunde allas 
Q at euiꝛ d uld tte falle ſuche a caas 
Enpopſoned of tip folhe thou were 
Cb ict fortune hath turned into an aas 
Ano pet foz the ne wept ſtje neuir a tere 
Wyo ſhak peue men teris tocomplepne 
The det of gentylles and of ſkraunchiſe 
That ałte tue Woztde welded in his demepne 
And pet him etjougtit it mpgitit nat ſuffi ſe 
So fut was his coꝛage of yigtiemprpſe 
Af;as wtjo ſhaf me helpe to endite 
Fals fortune and popſoy to diſpyſe 
Clje Wtjctie of alle this wo ij wyte 
6 p byſ dome manhode and grete (aBoure 
From tjumble bedde to ryalle mageſty 
Vp roos he gułius the conquerouze 
That alle the occident by konde and ſee 
By ſtrengit of ond oꝛ elles by tretpe 
und Bnto Rome made them tributa ry 
And ſithen of Rome emperouz was he 
Tyl tat foꝛtune Weyt fits aduerſary 
O mpgitp ce ſaꝛ that in Theſſalx 
Apenſt pompepus fader thpy in la we 
That of the oꝛient hadde the cheualry 
Is fez as tllat the dap begynnetſi to da we 
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The honkes tale 


Them th rougſ knpttthode faſt take and ſtawe 
Zaue fe we focke that Witt pompeius fle dde 
Tiroutth wtjiche thou putteſt at the oꝛient ty a we 
Thanke foꝛtune that ſo wele the ſpedde 
But nob alptet White q wol be wa pte 
This pompeius this noble gouernoure 
Of Rome Wtjictie that fe dde at this ba ta pte 
ſap one of bis men a falſe traptouze 
Ho hide of ſmote to wynne him fauoure 
Of gulius. and to him tue dez brougttit 
altas pompep of the oꝛient conquerouz 
Cuat foztune vᷣnto ſuche a fpne the brought 
To Rome attapy repapritij Julius 
with tus tryumptze faureat ful he 
But ona tpme brutus caſſius 
Ctzat eum yadde of his thigh eſtate enupe 
ſtulle prpuely had made conſpiracp 
apenſt tuis gulius in ſubtił wpſe 
and caſt tie prace ij iche he ſduld dy 
wich bopdehpns asg; ſhal pou deupſe 
This gulius Vnto tue capitolp went 
pon a day as le was wont to goon 
And in the capitolp a noon li hent 
Chis falſe brutus and his ottzez fooy 
Und ſtycked him with bopdetpnnes anoo! 
with many a wound and thus they feet him lye 
But neui gruntyd he at no ſtrohe but one 
Oꝛ elles at two but if his ſtoꝛy lye 
So manlp Was this gul ius of herte 
Ind ſo wele koupd eſtatly honeſty 
Chat tiougij tis de diy woundes ſo ſoze ſmert 
His mantel oui: his hippes caſt te 
ſoz no may ſhoſde ſe his preuyte 
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The Monkes tale 


dis ſ ie tap in dipnſs on a traunce 
und wyſt bᷣerity that dye ſſofde he 
Of honeſty pet hadde he remembraunce 
ucan to tte this ſtoꝛy i recomende 
And to ſwetoy and to Balery al ſo 
Chat of this ſtoꝛy Writey Wozde and ende 
Hob that tijeſe conquerouzes two 
jroꝛtune was firſt a frende and ſithen a fo 
Nomay truſte vᷣpon tjez fauoure longe 
But haue hes iy a wapte foꝛ euirmoo 
wytnes on af the conqueroues ſtronge 
o Noble o woꝛthy petto glozp of ſpapne 
ij om foꝛtune helde ſo high in mageſty 
wele ought mey thy pytous de th compkepne 
Oute of thy (onde thy brottjez made the fle 
und afteꝛ at a ſiege by ſubteltp 
Chou were betraped and ladde bp to his tent 
where as he Witt) vis olbne honde ſlough the 
DSuccedyng iy thy regne and ih thy rent 
Che felde of ſnoWe with the egre of blache therin 
Caugijt with the ly me rode coloured as a glede 
He bre we this curſydnes and al this ſynne 
The Wpched neſt was werheꝛ of this nede 
Nat charles ofpueze that toke ap hede 
Of trouthe and honouꝛe. But of armozphe 
Genelon ofpnere coꝛrupt foꝛ me de 
Brought this woꝛ thy hyng in ſuche a brybe 
O woꝛthy petro hyng of cppre alſo 
That àli ſaundre wan by high mayſtrpe 
ful many ay hethen wroughteſt thou ful wo 
Of whiche thyn owne lieges hadde enupe 
And foz no thyng but foz thy cheualry 
Tlhep in tip be dde haue ſlayn the by the mozowe 
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The onkes tale 


Thus can foztune welke gouerne and gye 
and oute of ioye brpntt men to ſoꝛobbe 
t Re riche cre ſus whilom kpnt{t oflyde 
Of whiche cre ſus cyrus ſoꝛe him dradde 

pet Was he caught ampd alle his pryde 
and to brenne men to the fyre him ladde 
Hut ſuche a rayn doun fro the firma ment ſhadde 
Chat queynte the fyre and made him to ſcape 
but tobe Waze yet no grace he hadde 
Tyt foꝛtune on the ttafoWes made him gape 

whan he eſcaped was he coude nat ſtynt 
ſorto begynne a nee arzap agay⸗ 
He wende wele foꝛ that foztune bin ſent 
Suche happe that he eſcaped through the rapne 
That of his foos he mygit nat be ſtapy 
and ehe a ſweupy bpoy a nygiit he mette 
Of Whiche he was ſo proude and ſo fapy 
Chat ty vᷣengeaunce he afte his horte ſet 

Dpon a tre he was as him thoughte 
There Jupitez him weſſhe bottje backe and ſyde 
find phebus ehe a fapre towel him brougßt 
To dry him with and ther with we xt his pryde 
Und tohis doughteꝛ that ſtode him be ſyde 
Whiche that he hne we in high ſentence Habouncd 
He badde heꝛ telle what it ſignyfied 
And ſhe his dremps right thus evpowned 

The tre quod ſhe the galolwes is tonne 
And iupiteꝛ betoheneth ſnowe and rayne 
Ind phebus with his tolbel ſo cle ne 
Detolhnett the ſonne bemys ſoth to ſayn 
Thou ſhaft ay hanged be fader certayh 
Rapy ſhal the waſſhe and ſonne ſbal the drye 
us ſte warnyd him ful plat and ful prayn 
Bis doughteꝛ that called was phanye | 
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The Monkes tale 


An hantiyd was creſus the proude hyng 

His rpatfe trone mygijt him nat auayſe 

U rage dy is noo) othez mane thyng 

Ne can in ſyngyng criyng ne bewapfe 

But foꝛ that foꝛtune atdap Wpk aſſaple 

with vn Ware ſtrobe the regnes that Ge proude 
ſtoꝛ Whay men truſt iy heꝛ than wol ſhe fayke 
Andcouir tez Bright face bndre a ckoude 


Bere endith the tale of the monhe 
And begynneth the prologue 
Of the Nonnes preeſt 


O quod the knygßt gode ſir no moꝛe of this 
Chat ye haue ſayd is right pnoutth pwps 

And metpt moꝛe foꝛ ſytel heuyncs 

s right pnouttt} to mehył folhe ij geſſe 

j ſap foꝛ me it is a grete diſeaſe 

Where as men haue be iy welthe and caſe 

To bere of theiꝛ ſoden falle allas 

And the contrazpe is ioye and ſolas 

as whay a may hathj be in poure eſtate 

And clymbeth vp and wepeth foztunate 

and there abide th iy proſperite 

Suche thyng is gladſom as thynketh me 

And of ſuche thyng weze gode foꝛ to telle 

pe quod oure hooſt bp ſeint poules belle 

pe ſap right ſoth this monke cłappitſ foude 

Ne ſpake tow foꝛtune conered With a cloude 

(J wot neuiꝛ what. and als of a trattedp 

Rigijt noW ye herd and parde no remedp 

Jt is foꝛ to be wayle ne complepne 

That. that is doo. and ebe it is a peynt 
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The Monkes tale 


as pe haue ſeyd to here of heuynes 
Si monke no moꝛe of this ſo god pou bleſſe 
poure tale a nopetij alle this comoa ny 
Suche talkyng is nat woꝛth a butter flyer 
foꝛ thheriy is no diſpoꝛte ne game 
wherfoze ſur monke 02 day piers bp pouꝛ namt 
pray pou harteły telle Vs ſomlbhat elles 
{02 ſiherlp nerc>pnkpn of pou belles 
That on pouz Hrpdet hange oy cuerp ſpde 
By heupy hyng that foꝛ vs alte depde 
j|yzokde oꝛ this haue fallen douy for ſlepe 
dle thoutth the {ougt tjadde neui be ſo depe 
Tha hadde pouz tate alle be tolde i vepy 
for certaynly as that theſe clerks ſapy 
where as a may map haue none audience 
Nat hefpitt) it to teile his ſentence 
Ind were z wote the ſubſtaunce is iy me 
any ttyn( ſtafte wele repozted be 
Sir ſap ſom what of huntyng q you pray 
Nip quod this monke q aue notyſt to picy 
Lob let a notheꝛ telle as q haue tolde 
Than ſpake oure hooſt with rude ſpeche and bolde 
Ind ſapd to the nonnes preeſt anoy 
Come nere thou preeſt come tpdez ihou ſir Johr; 
Tel vs ſuche thyng as map ou re hertes ttfade 
Be blythe thouttt thou rpde Ppoy a iade 
What though thy hoꝛ ſe be foule andlene 
}f be wol ſerue the recke the nat a bene 
Coke that thy Gert be mery euirmo 
pes [tr quod ſje pes hooſt ſo moot ij go 
but g Ge merp p Wps i wol be bland 
Ind right anooy his tale he hat attamyd 
und thus he ſayd Pnto bo cucrichene 
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The talcof the non nes preeſt 


This ſwete preeſt this godely may ſir dohn 


Bere endith the prolotzue of the non nes preeſt 
And begynneth his tale 
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a poure wydobbe ſomdeke p ſtept iy age 
was ſomty me duellyng in a cotage 

Be ſyde a groue ſtondyng in a dale 

This wydobe of wh iche g telle you my tale 

Sithen that day that = was Caſt a;wpf 

In pacience ledde a fut ſympke pf 

Foz lytet washer cateł and heꝛ rent 

Bp huſbondry of ſuche as god her ſent 

She fonde heꝛ ſelf and ehe heꝛ doughtreny two 

Thre large ſolbes hadde ſhe and no moo 

Thre kyne and che a ſhepe that hight malle 


wele ſoty was heꝛ boure andehe her halle 
Gy whiche ſhe ete many a ſkendez mele 
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The tale of the L£)onnes preſt 


Of poynaunt ſalvce ne hnelWe ſte neuir a deef 
Ne depnte moꝛcel paſſed throutth hez ti rote 

Heꝛ dyet was accoꝛdaunt to ljez cote 

Replecciouy ne made her neut: ſeke 

a temperat dyet was heꝛ phiſpt 

Andepcerciſe and hertis ſuffiſaunce 

The golbte feet heꝛ nothyngz foꝛ to daunce 

Ve apople vie ſhent nat he hede 

No Wpne ne dranke ſte nepthez white ne rede 
Her loꝛd was mooſt ſerupd witl) white and blab 
Pychke and broun Grede ty whiche ſhe fonde no lab 
Hepndbacoy and ſomtym ay eg 02 twey 

and ſhe was as it wer a maneꝛ dep 

d perd ſhe hadde enckoſed alle aboute 

with ſtpches and dry dyched withoute 

zn whiche ſhe hadde a cocke hittht chaunteckere 

Jy ate the fond of crowyng nas his pere 

His Popce was me ria thay the merp oꝛgo⸗ 

On maſſe dapes that ih the chirches goon 

wele ſpherez was his crowyng in his loge 

Thay is a cfoche oꝛ in any abbey an oꝛloge 

By nature hecre we eche aſſencion 

Of the equynoccion in the tour 

Foz whay degrees fyftene were aſcendx® 

CT han cre we he that it myght nat be amended 
Bis come was redeꝛ thay the fyne coꝛalle 

And battelyd as it hadde be a caſtel walle 

Bis byl was bfahe as any gete it ſhone 
Ophe a ſure were his legges and his toon 
His nayles whytteꝛ than the lily floure 
And kyke the burnpd golde was his coloure 
This gentyl col: had in his gouernaunce 
Seuyn hennys to do alle his pleſaunce 


The taleof the nonnes preeſ# 


Whiche Were his ſuſters and his paramoures 
And wondre kyke to him as of coloures 

Of whictie tbe fayreſt he wed in the throte 
was clepyd fapre damyſel parlote 

He fettredhez an hundred tyme a dap 

And ſte him ple ſith alle that euiꝛ ſhe may 
Curteps ſue was diſcrete and de bonayre 
und compe nabe and heꝛ ſetf ſo fapre 


Sithen the tyme that ſtie was ſeuyn nythht old 


That truly ſhe bath the bert in holde 
Ofchaue tecke res kohyng in euer [ith 

He loupd heꝛ ſo that Wete was lit ther with 
Hut ſuche a ioye it was to here them ſyng 
wan the Bright ſone gan to ſpryng 

Ju ſwete accoꝛde mp leef is fez in lond 

Joꝛ that tyme as q yaue Snderſtonde 
Beſt ys and byrdes coude ſpeke and ſyng 
And it ſo fyl that in the dawnpntt 

as chaunteclere among his vpues alle 

Sat oy his perche that Was in the halle 

And neyte him ſat his fapre partlote 

This chauncecfere gan to grone in his throte 
As a man iy his dre me is dretchyd ſoꝛe 

and whay that partlote thus herde him roꝛe 
She was agaſt and ſapdhert dere 

What apfeth you to ftrone in this manere 

pe be a verp ſtepaz fp foꝛ ſhame 

und he aun ſwerd thus and ſapd mada me 

J prap pou that pe take it nat in greef 

By god I mette ] was in ſuche myſcheif 
Right noW that pet myn hert is ſoꝛe a ſrifthe 
NoW god quod he mp ſweuyn retche a right 
and hepe my body oute of foule pryſon 
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The tale of the Non nes preeſt 


e mette that roumed bp and douy 

within oure perde Where g ſalbe a beſt 

was kyke an hounde and Wotde haue made a reſt 
pon mp body and wolde haue hadde me de de 
His coloure Was bet wixte pefolve and rede 

und typpyd was his tapfe and bothe his eris 
with btacte Snkphe the remenaunt of his heris 
His ſnobbte ſmalce with foWpng eyen twep 
pet foꝛ qis lone almoſt for fere ij dey 
Ciiscauſith me my gronyng doutkes 

avop quoo ſtje fp foꝛ ſha me hertles 

attas quod ſtje foꝛ by od aboue 

Nob haue pe loſt mpy hett and al my loue 

ca nat £oue a colbiid by my feyth 

jfoz certis What ſo any woman ſapth 

we alle deſire if it myght be 

To haue huſbondes hardy Wyſe and fre 

And ſecrte and none negarde ne no fool 

Ve him hat is agaſt of euerp tool 

Ne none auauntouz by that god aboue 

No b durſt pe ſap foꝛ ſtjame vnto pouze loue 
That any thyng myght make thou 3 
Haue ye no mannes hert and haus a berde 
atlas and can pe be aferde of ſweuynnes 

No thyng but vanpte god Wote iy ſwenyy is 
Sbenpnes becy enttendred of repleccions 

And of fume and of complevions 

jau humoures been to habundaunt iy a Witthe 
Certis this dre me Whiche pe haue mette to nyght 
telee pou trouthe pe map truſt me 

Cometh of ſuperftupte and rede coleꝛ parde 
Whiche cauſe fofhe to drede ty theire dremps 

Of aroWes and of fyre with rede kemps 
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The tale of the Monnes preeſt 


Of rede beſtps that wol them byte 

Of contyke and of waſpesgrete and kyte 

Rigtt as tije ſſumoure of metancolp 

Cauſett manp a ma, in ſtepe to cry 

Foꝛ fere of grete boles and berps blake 

£3 clces blane deuptles Wot them take 

Of othez humoures coude q telle afſo 

Chat woꝛke a man in ſlepe mehl Wo 

But j wol paſſe as lygijtiy as cay 

Co catoꝝ Whiche that was ſo Wyſe a may 

Sapde le nat thus do no fozce of dremps 

Nov ſir quod ſte wan we fe fro the bemys 

jr02 goddes four as takith ſom la vatyf 
po) perpt of mp ſoule and of mp [pf 

J councert pou the beſt 5 wol nat (pe 

Chat bothe of cofez and of melancoly 

pe purge pou and foz pe ſſjał nat tarp 

Chougij in this toun be none appotecary 

5 ſtat my ſetf two tjerbes teche you 

That ſual be foz pou ſiele and foꝛ youꝛ pro 

And in oure perde tho heꝛßes ſhat 5 fpnde 

The wh iche aue of theiꝛ properte by hynde 

To purge pou bencth and che aboue 

foꝛyet nat this foꝛ goddes olbne lone 

pe be right coloꝛyh of complevioun 

Where the ſonne is in his a ſcenciouy 

Ne fynde pou nat replete of humoures hote 

Foꝛ if pe do q daz wele lay a grote 

Chan pe ſhat᷑ haue a feuyꝛ terciay 

Oꝛ elles ay age be that may be youꝛ Bane 

A dap oz t wo pe ſhjalłe haue digeſtyues 

Of wor mes oz pe take poute lapatiuys 

Of laureal centoꝛy and of fumetere 
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Oꝛelkes of the efderBeries that growpy tſere 
Of catapuce oꝛ of ttaptres beryes 
Of herbe gue grolbyng iy oure perde that merp is 
pfucke them Sp as they grole and ete them i⸗ 
Be merp huſbonde foꝛ you fader hp» 
Dredith no dreme [jcay ſap pou no moze * 
Madame quod he ttramercp of pou: loꝛe 
But nathetes as touchyng day catouy 
That of Wpſdome hath ſuche a grete renouy 
Though he badde no dremes foꝛ to drede 
By god men map ty olde bohes re de 
Of many a may moze of auctozite 
Thay euir day catoy was ſo moot i the 
That afce the reuers ſapth of his ſentence 
and haue Wefe founde bp evpericnce 
That dremps be ſittnif;caciouns 
as Wele of tope as of tribulaciouns 
That fofhe endure in this lyf preſent 
There nedith to make of this none argument 
Che be ry preef He with it in de de 
One of he greteſt auctouꝛes that mcy rede 
Sayth thus that ſomtyme two felolbes went 
On ppkttramatte ih fuk gode entent 
und hapned ſo they cam ty a toun 
where as ther was ſuche congregacioun 
Of people and ehe of ſtrayt herbigage 
That they ne fonde as mehyl as a cotage 
Ju Whiche they bothe myght y logyd be 
wherfoꝛe they muſt of neceſſite 
as fot that np(the departe company 
Ind ectje of them goth to his hoſt rye 
Ind tohe his logyng as it wolde falle 
That one of them was logyd in a ſtalle 
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Ferze in the perde With oxen of the ploW 
Cat ottjez man was logyd ele pnoW 

as was his auenture oz tits foꝛtune 

That Bs gouerneth alle as in comune 

And ſoit befpl long 02 it Were dap 

Tiis may mette in his bedde there helay 
Hob ttjat his fefowe gan Ppoy him cafle 
and ſapd allas foz in an oxes ſtalte 

Tiiis npitc ſhaC q be murdred there g ly 
Nobb hetpe me dere Grotfez 02 {j dpe 

pu alle the Haſte come to me he ſapd 

lis may oute his ſkepe foꝛ fere abrapde 
And wan he was waſted of his ſtepe 

He turned him and toke of this no hepe 
Him thought tits dre me was but a vanyte 
¶Clus t wyſe in his ſtepe dre myd he 

Und at the th ridde tyme yet his fela we 
Cam as ſjim thought and ſapde Jam now ſtaw 
Betotde mp blody woundes depe and wyde 
Arpſe vp arefp in the moꝛolbe tyde 

Andat the weſt gate of the toun quod fe 

A carte fuf of dung there ſhaft thou ſe 

Du Wijictie mp body is hydde fulle pryuely 
Do that cart areſt bofdtp 

My gold cauſpd my detij ſottj to ſayn 

And tolde him euery popnt ohe was ſlayn 
Witt a fulle pytous face pale of ſe we 

And truſt wele his dre me lie fonde right tre we 
Foꝛ on the mo2olve as ſone as it was dap 
To gis fefolves pnne he tone the wey 

And wan that he cam to the oves ſtaffe 
Afteꝛ his feloſb he (tay to talle 

The foſteffez aunſſwerd him anoy 
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and ſapd ſir youre fekobb is goon 
as ſone as day he went out of the toun 
This man (tay fal ty ſuſpecion 
Remembꝛyng of his dremps that be mette 
and foꝛth tie goth no lenger wolde he let 
Vnto the weſt gate of the toun and fonde 

à dong carte as it were to dong londe 

That was ar2zaped ty the ſame wyſe 

as pe haue herde the dede may deuyſe 

And with hardy hert he gan tocrpe 
Vengeaunce and iuſtice of this felony 

My felobe murdred is this ſame nygßt 

And ih this carte he lpeth gapyng Sp right 
crye oute on the mpniſtres quod he 

Chat ſyoloe hepe and rule this cyte 

Barob allłas here łpethj mp fefoWe ſtapy 
what ſholde J moze of this tale ſayn 

The peple oute ſtert and caſt the carte to grounde 
And in the myddel of the donge they fonde 
The dede man thay murdred was al nee 

O beiſful god that art ſo gode and trewe 

Co hob that thou be wrayeſt murdꝛe allbey 
Murdre wol oute that ſe we day by day 
Murdre is ſo waltſom and abhomynaßble 
To god that ſo iuſte is and reſonable 

That he ne wol it ſuffre helyd to be 

Though it abpde a pere 02 t bo 02 thre 
Murdre wol oute this is mp concluſtouy 

And right anon the myniſters of the toun 
Haue tent the carteꝛ and ſo ſoꝛe him pyned 
And ehe the hoſtelleꝛ ſo ſoꝛe engyned 

That thep bel ne we theire wychednes anoon 
Und were ay hangyd Sp the neche boon 
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Here ma pe ſe that dremys be to drede 

And certis in tte ſame (pf j rede 

Right in the ne xte chaptre aftez this 

J ttabbe nat ſo haue ij iope and blys 

t wo men that wolde haue paſſed ouiꝛ the ſee | 
ſfoz cextapy cauſes iy a fercountre | 

If the wynde ne hadde be contrarpe 

Chat made them in a cyte to tarp 

Chat ſtode ful — — an lauyn ſyde 

But on a dap apenſt ay eupy tyde 

The wynde gan chaunge and ble we as himleſt 

Joly and glade they wenten to reſt 

and caſt ttje ful erelp foꝛ to ſayłe 

But herhyn to one may fylle a grete meruayle 

That one of them in ſlepyng as he lay 

He mette a wondre dreme agan the day 

Bim tljougiit a may ſtode by his beddes ſyde 

and gun comaunded that he ſholde a byde 

And ſapd him thus if thou to moꝛowe wende 

Thou ſtat be drent my tale is at an ende 

He woke and tolde his fela we what be mette 

And prapde ſim his biatte foꝛ tolette 

as fo: that dap he prayde him foꝛ to abyde 

His fela we that lap by his beddes ſyde 

Gan fox to laughe and ſcoꝛned him fulle faſte 

No dre me quod he map ſo my hert agaſt 

That q wol fet foꝛ to do my thynges 

ſet nat a ſtra be foꝛ thy dremynges 

ſoz ſweuennes be but wanytees and iapes 

Men mete alday of oules and of apes 

And ehe of many a ma ſe ther with alle 

Und dreme of thyng that neuiꝛ was ne ſhalke 

But ſit6ey J ſe that thou wol here abyde 
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and thus ſtouthey wyl fully the tyde 
God wote it re with me fulle ſoꝛe and haue gode dap 
and thus he toke his leue and went his way 
But oꝛ ge hadde half hjis courſe p ſayled 
nat wtjp ne what myſchaunce it apfed 
But ca ſualiy the ſtjippes botor to rent. 
und ſip and may bndre the wateꝛ went 
hn ſigujt of ottez ſhippes beſpde 

That witij him ſapfed at the ſame tyde 

and therfoze fapꝛe partelot ſo dere 

By ſuche enſamples olde mapſt thou here 
Cuat no may ſholde be to recheleſſe 

Of dre mps fox q ſap the doutles 

Chat many a dreme ful ſoꝛe is foꝛ to drede 
L019 the lyf of ſeint henetme q rede 

That was henulphus ſone the noble lyng 
Of meriturph hob kenelme met a thyng 
4 tptet oz he were murdred on a day 

His murdre ty his bi ſioun he ſap 

His noꝛice him eypouned it euerp dele 

His ſweuyn and bad him hepe him wele 
ſtro treſon but he was but ſeupy pere olde 
und the rfoꝛe lytetk tale he hath therof tolde 
Of anp dre me ſo holy was his herte 

By god g hadde leuyꝛ thay my ſtjerte 
Chat pe had herde his legende as haue 

Da me partfot j ſap to pou truly 
Macrobius that writeth the a biſioun 

J affryhe of tie woꝛthy ſcypiouy 
affermpth dre mys and ſayth that they bee 
warnyng of the thynges that We aftez ſeen 
And ferther moꝛe J pray pou fok ith wele 

Jn the olde teſtament of danpek 
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f ſ e held dre mys any Banpte 

Rede eke of Joſeph and there ſtat pe ſe 
wondres been ſomtpme but h ſap nat alle 
warnyng of ttpnites that ſtiak afteꝛ falle 
Lo of egypt tie hngt that light pharo 
His baheꝛ and his Goteſke2 al ſo 

Wie ther they felt none effect iy dremps 
wo ſo wot ſeke actes of ſondrp reamps 
Map rede of dre mes a wondre thyng 
Locreſus Whjiche was of Lpde hyng 
Mette he nat that he ſat Bpoy a tre 

wyiche ſignified he ſholde hanged Be 

Co àndrometa Hectoures Wpf 
Chat dap that Hectouꝛ ſholde le ſe ſſis lyf 
She drempd in the ſame np{tt bifozy 

Hob that ttjepf of Hectoure ſhjolde be loꝛy 
Of that day he went Bnto bataple 

She warnyd him but it mpgitit nat auayle 
He went foz to fight nathetcs 

But he was ſtapy anooy of achiffes 
But that tate is to long to telle 

And ehe it is nyt} dap J map nat duelle 
Shioꝛtly g ſap as foꝛ concluſioun 

That\ ſtatfe haue of tis auy ſioun 
Aduerſite and ſap furthermoꝛe 

That ꝗ ne telle of la xatyues no ſtoꝛe 
For they be dene mous j wote it wel 
them diffy g loue them neuiꝛ a deel 
But nol let vs ſpeke of mprthe and ſtynt al this 
Madame partlote ſo haue ij Stys 

Of one pn god lia th me ſentlarge grace 

Foꝛ wan ſe tie beaute of pouz face 

pe be ſo ſcartet rede aboute pouz epey 
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Jt mahith af my drede foꝛ to dyen 

ſoz alſo ſpheꝛ as in principio 

Nuftez eſt hominisconfuſio 

Mada me the ſentence of this latyn is 
woman is mannes iope and his blyſſe 
ſoz when j fele on nyglit youꝛ ſoft ſyde 
af be it that j map nat on pou ryde 
ſoz that ouꝛe perche is made ſo naroW aftas 
Jan ſo ful of top and of ſofas 

That q diff bothe ſweuene and dreme 

and Wittj chat worde he fyl douy fro the beme 
ſo it was day and ehe his hennes alle 
and with a chu he (tay them ſoz tocalle 
ſoz he hadde founde a coꝛne lay in the perde 
Ryalle he was and he no may aferde 

He fedred partelote twenty tyme 

and trade tjez ehe as ofte oꝛ it was pryme 

He loketh as he were a grymlyoun 

And on his toos he rometh bp and douy 

Him dey ned nat to ſet his feet to grounde 

and chucked whan he had de a coꝛne p ſounde 
And to him ran his wyues alle 

as ryalle as a prynce in his halle 

Leue g this chaunteckere in his paſture 

Aud afteꝛ wol g telle of his auenture 

whay the moneth in the wh iche the woꝛlde began 
That hight Marche that god firſt made man 
was complete and paſſyd were alſo 

Sithen Marche began twenty daies and two 
Befyt that chaunteckere in alle his pryde 

Bis ſeupy hennes walhyng him be ſyde 

Caſt Sp his epey to the bright ſonne 

That in the ſittne of taurus was y ronne 


 . 
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Fourty degrees and one and ſomWliat moꝛe 
He hne we by hynde and bp nooy other loꝛe 
That it was pryme andere we with a bliſful ſteuyn 


Tbe ſonne he ſapde is clomhe vp to heuyn 


Sa dame partfote mp woꝛldes biys 
Herhyn hold this bliſful byrdes ſyng 

And ſe the freſſhe floures hoÞ they ſpryng 

Ful is myn herte of reuck and ſolas 

But ſodenly him fyt a ſoꝛonful caas 

Foz tuir the lattre ende of ioyt is Woo 

God Wot ttjat woꝛldly ioye is ſone atſo 

And if a rethoure coude fapre endite 

He in a cronytłe mpgtit ſauekp Wrpte 

as foꝛ a ſouerapy notabilite 

NoW euerp Wiſemay lie run to me 

Tots ſtoꝛy is ałſo tre de gj ùᷣndertahe 

as is the bone of Launcefot de fake 

T dat women holde in ful gre te reuerence 

Nob wol q turne apey to my ſentence 

& cot fov ful of ſtight and iniqupte 

Tat i the groue hadde woned ye res thre 

Bp Jigs pmaginacion a foi caſt 

Te ſame ny ght tg rougij the hedge Graft 

Into tse perde there chaunteckere the fayre 

was wont and che his wyues to tt papre 

And in a bedte of woꝛtes he lay 

Ty it wae paſt nden of the day 

waptpny hie tyme on chauntecle re tofalte 

ne gla dety boo theſe homyctides alle 

at iy a Waptetptiyie to murdre men 

n falſe muthti tuchyng iy the den 

ne i ſta riot and ne we gentlioy 


Fourty degrees and one and ſomWat moꝛe pps 
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falſe diſſimploure ogreke HSpnoy 

That broutzttjteſt troye Vtterkp to ſoꝛobbe 

O cłaunteclere acurſed de the moꝛolw 

That thou in the perde fley fro the bemys 
Thou Were ful wefe warnyd bp thy dremys 
Chat iche dap was perticons to the 

But what that god a foꝛe wote muſt nedes be 
aftez the opunpoy of certayyclerhes 
wytnes of him that any clerhe is 

Tat in ſcote is grete ałteracioun 

J this matez and grete diſputaciouy 

and ha ti been of ay tundred thouſand men 
But g ne can nat bulte it to the brenne 

ds can tije holy doctoure auttuſtpy 

© 2 boece oꝛ the biſſhop bradwaꝛdyn 
wtjettp2 that goddes woꝛthy foꝛe wetyng 
Htrepneth me nedely to do a thyng 

Nederp clepe g ſymple neceſſite 

Oꝛif tie fre choos be graunted me 
Co do that ſame thyng 02 do it nougat | 
Chougij god foze Wote it 02 it was wrouttht 

Oꝛ if his wyttyng ſtreyneth neuir a dele 

But bp neceſſite condictoneef 

wol nat haue dooy in ſuche mate re 

My tale io of a co as ye ſſjal here 

That tobe hio counſeyl of his wyf With ſo20Uve 

To wache in the yerde Vpoy the mozoWe 

That he hadde met hio dreme as q you tolde 

womens councelles beey ful oft colde 

Wyme no counceył Brought vo firſt to wo 

Und made Adam from paradiſe to go 

There ao he Was ful merp and Wefeatcaſe 

But fox j not whom q myght diſpfraſe 
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fg counceyt᷑ of women wolde blame 
Paſſe ouiz foꝛ i ſapde it in my game 
Redith auctouzes where thep trete of ſuche matere 
And What tljep ſap of women pe map here 
Theſe been theſe coches Wozdes and nat mpy 
can notarme of no woman deupne 
jfapre iy ttje ſonde to battje yez merily 
Lpettj partefot and af hez ſuſters by , 
apenſt the ſonne and chaunteckere ſo fre | 
Sang me riaꝛ thay tte mazmapde dy the ſee i 
jfo2 ptjiſofottus ſapth veterly | 
Hobo that ttjep ſonge wełe and merely 
And ſo befyl as he caſt his eye 
Among the woꝛtes oy a butterflpe 1 
He was Ware of this fox that lay ful lowe 11 
Vo ting thay (uſt him tocroWe 1 
But cryed anoon cocke cok and bp be ſtert 
as may that was a frayde iy his hert 1 
Foꝛ naturally a beſt de ſireth to fle 1 
Fro his contrarp if he ma it ſe 11 
Thoutt he neuiꝛ hadde ſeen it erſt wich his epe 
Chis chaunteclere Whay he gan him aſpy 1 
He Wolde haue fledde but that the fox anon | 
£ 
j 
{ 


Hapd gentyl ſiꝛ allas what wpk pe doon 
Ve re afrapde of me that am poure frende 
Nobpcertis J were wers thay a feend 

fg to pou wol de harme 02 Befony 
Jam nat come pouze counſepk to aſpyt 
But truly tle cauſe of my comyng 
was only to here ho pe ſyng 
Fo: truly pe haue as mery a ſteuyn 
de any aungei hatij that is in feupy 


Ter with pe laue of muſphe more felyng 
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Thay hadde Goece 02 any that can ſpntt 

My loꝛde poure fadeꝛ god his ſoule bleſſe 
and ehe pou mode of hez gentyknes 

Haue in mp houſe be to mp grete eaſe 

and certis ſir ful fapne Wolde g pou pleaſe 
put foz men ſpeke of ſpngyng q wotde ſap 
So moot q brouhe Wele mpy eyn t we y 
Haue pou ne herd g neuir mah ſo ſyng 

as dyd pour fadez ty the moꝛnyng 

Certis it was of herte alle the ſont 

und foꝛ to make his voyce the moꝛe ſtrong 
He Wolde ſo peyne him that witu bothe his ex y 
He maſt ſwynke ſo loude he muſt crpey 
and ſtonde vpoy his typtoos ther withatle 
und ſtretche fozth his neche long and ſmalle 
and ehe he was of ſuche diſcrecioun 

That ther was no may ty no regrouy 

That him in ſong oꝛ Wpſoome mpgyt paſſe 
laue wele redde day burnet the aſſe 

among his berſe how that ttjere was a cok 
j;oz that a preſtes ſone pa ie him a knoke 

Þ pon his eggys White he was pong and npce 
He made him foꝛ tofeſe his Senefice 

But certeyn there is no compariſo⸗ 
Bet wi xte the wyſ dome and diſcrecioun 

Of poure fadeꝛ and of his ſubtelte 

| Now ſpnith ſiz foꝛ ſeint charite 

Let ſe can pe pou fadre countrefete 

This chaunteckere his wynges gan to bete 
do may that coude nat his treaſor aſppe 

So was he raupſſtzed with his ftacery 

actas pe loꝛdes many a fafſe flateronte 

o in pouꝛ courte and many a falſe loſpngeout 
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That pfeaſe pou moche moꝛe bp inp feyth 

Tay he that ſothfaſtnes vᷣnto ſapttj 

Redith eccle ſiaſte of flatery 

Be wa re ye loꝛdes of theiꝛe trechery 

This chauntecleꝛe ſtood Hpoy his toos 
Stietchyng his necke and herde hisepyc>oos 
And gan tocrobbe loude foꝛ the nones 

And 0ay ruſſef the foy ſtert bp at onys 

And be goꝛget hent chanteckere 

And on his Bake toward tte wode him bere 

And pet was theꝛ no man that him ſucd 

O deſteny that mapſt nat bi e ſche wed 

Alas that chauntecłere fle we fro the bemps 
altas his wpf raught nat of dremps 

and oy a frpdap fyl atce this mpſchaunce 

O venus that art goddes of pteſaunce 

Hithey that thy ſernaunt was this chauntecle re 
And in thy ſerupce dyd alle his polbeꝛ 

Moꝛe foꝛ delyte thay the Wozkde to multiply 
whp woldeſt thou ſuffre him thy dap to dye 

O gaufride dere mapſtez ſouerapy 

Chat Whan the wozthp hyng Richard was ſtayn 
with ſyot compkepndeſt his deth ſo ſoꝛe 

Why ne hadde jj thy ſcience and thy loꝛe 

The friday foꝛ to chyde as dyd ye 

Foꝛ 09 a frid ap ſtjoztkp ſlapy was he 

Chan wolde g ſhe we pou how that q coude pleyy 
ſo chauntecłere drede and foꝛ his peyn 

Certis ſuche crye ne lame ntacioun 

Nas neuiꝛ of ladies made whay that ion 

was won ne. and pirzus with his brigit ſwerde 
wan tie hent hyng pryame Gp the be rde 

And ſte we him as ſapth eneydos 
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as made af the hen nys in the cloos 

when that thep hadde of chaunteckere the ſitt{t 
But ſouerantp dame partelote ſh right 

ful towdez thay dpd haſdrubakes wpf 

whay that her huſbonde had koſt his tpf 

and that the Romapnes hadde brent cartatte 
Hye Was ſo fur of turment and of rage 
Chat wyl fully into the fpre ſhe ſtert 

and brent her ſelf with a ſtedefaſt hert 

O woju?hennps right ſo cryden pe 

ds Wh a that nero brent the cyte 

Of Rome crpde the ſenatoures Wpues 

1702 that theiꝛ huſbondes ſthotoe le ſe theiꝛ lyues 
withoutey gylt nerohatch them ſlapy 

Nob wol ; turne to mp tale agays) 

This ſely wydolbe and hez doughtezs two 
Herde the hennes crpe and make wo 

Und oute at the doze ſtert thep anooy 

and ſa We the fov towarde the wode goon 
Und bare vpoy his bake the cocke a wey 

any cryde oute and haͤrolbe and Weka wep 
Jha the fov and afteꝛ bit they ray 

und ene with ſtaues many ay other mary 

Ran coffe oure doge tacbot and garlond 

and makhyn with heꝛ diſtaf in heꝛ honde 

Ran cob and calf and ehe the the derꝛy hogges 
ſoz they ſo ſoꝛe aferde Were of the dogges 
Ind ſhoutyng of mey and of women che 
They ray ſo theire hert thought to brehe 
They yellen as feendes doon in helle 

The dobes cryde as men wol de them quelle 
The (tees for fere ouir the trees 

| Dute of the hyues the ſwarme of bees 
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Tube tale of the Monnes precſt 


So hidous was the noy ſe a benedicite 
Certis ache ſt ra we ne his menye 

Ne made neuir ſhoutes half ſo ſurille 

whay that they wolde any ftemyng kylle 
as tijat day was made ppon the fox 

Of bras they ble we the trompes and of box 
Of hozy and bone iy which they ble we and poupyd 
And ther with they ſyrited and ſhoutyd 

t ſempd as tlougij heupy ſtjolde falle 

Now gode men gj pray pou he rhyn alle 

Co liob foꝛtune turneth ſodenkyp 

The hope and the pryde of leꝛ enymye 

C his cocke that lay vpoy the foves Backe 

(jy alle his drede Lnto the foy he ſpake 

And ſapd ſir if q were as pe 

pet ſhoulde j ſay as ys god helpe me 
Curneth apey pe proude ctjozlcs alle 

A be ty peſtilence vᷣpon pou falle 

Now am come vnto this wode ſpde 
Mauttre pouz hede the cocke ſhaf here abybe 
U wpk him ete in fepth and that anoon 

The foy aunſ werd in feyth it ſhalbe dooy 
And as he ſpahe the Woꝛde alle ſode nly 

This coche brake from his mouthe dekiuc ily 
And high vᷣpon a tre he fle we anooy 

And yay the fox ſa we that he was goon 
ultas quod he ochaunteclere allas 

laue quod he do to you grete tre ſpaas 

[9 as moche as q made pou a ferde 

Whey J you hent and brought oute of pouꝛe perde 
But ſir i dyd it nat in no Wpchedentent 
Come doun and ſſak teffke pou what J ment 
3 ſtalle pou ſap ſoth god ſelpe me ſo 
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The tale of the Non nes preeſt 


Nap thay quod He q ſhre e Bs Both two 

and firſt 5 ſijᷣre we my ſelf bothe blode and bones 

f thou begyle me oftez thay ones 

Thou ſhałt nomoꝛe with thy flatery 

Do me ſyng with a wynkyng eye 

Foz he that wynketh when te ſholde ſe 

af wyl fully godfet him neuir the 

Nap quod the foy but god geue im myſcha unce 

Chat is ſo indiſcrete of gouernaunce 

That iangele th whay he ſyotde holde his pees 

Lo ſuche it is foꝛ to be recheles 

and neglegent and truſte on flatery 

and pe that holde this take a foly 

s of a fov and a coche and an henne 

Tahith the moꝛalite good men 

oz ſeint poule ſaythj alle ttjat writen is 

To oure doctrine it is writen ꝓwys 

Takitt the frupte and let the cha ffe be ſtylle 

Now gode godif that it be thy wycle 

as ſapttje mp loꝛde god ma he vs afte gode men 

And bryng vs to thy bhitth blyſſe amen | 

Bere begynneth the mancipfes profottue 

Hr nonnespreeſt oure ljooſt ſapde a noon 
y bleſſed be thy breche andeuerp ſtoon 

This a merp tale of chaunteclere 

But bp my trouth if thou we re ſeculere 

Chou wol deſt be a tredfoule 8 right 


foꝛ if thou haue coꝛage as tton haſt mygſit 
The Were nede of hennes as j wene 
pe moꝛe than ſeupy tymes ſeuentene 
Se whiche bra wnes hath this hentyl preeſt 
So grete a neche and ſuche a large breeſt 
He lokith as a ſparſauke with his eyen 
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The manciples profottue 


Nin nedith nat his cofoure foz to dpey 

Wwittj braſpk ne with (trapy of poꝛtyngale 
But ſiꝛ fapre falte pou foꝛ pouꝛe tale 

And aftez that he with ful mery chere 

Sapd onto ay may as pe ſhalle here 

Wot pe nat where there ſtondith a lyteł toun 
wi jiche that is cl pyd Bob vp and doyy 
Vndre the blee in caunterberp way 

Cue re gan oure hooſt to iape and to pfep 
and ſapd ſires what dun is in the inpre 

Js there no may foz prapez ne fozlpre 

Chat wol awake oure fekoW behynde 

a thee f mygit tiny ful Cpgitiety robbe and bynde 

Se hob he nappith ſe foz coches bones 

Hob he wol falle from his hoꝛſe at onys 

Js that a cohe of kondon with myſchaunce 

Do him comfoꝛt he knoWwith his penaunce 

or he ſualce tel a tale y my fap 

ul thougy it be nat Woztth a botet hay 

a wake thou coke quod fe god gyue the ſ020We 

what apteth tte to ſkepe by the moꝛolbe 

Naſt thou hadde fleen al nyght 02 art thou dronke 
Oꝛ haſt thou at nyght with ſomme quene pſWonhke 
So that thou mapſt nat holde bp thy hede 

Tiiscook that was fuk pate and notfpntt rede 
Zapde ou re hooſt ſo god mp ſoule Gtefſe 

There is falle oy me grete heupnes 

Nat j nat wi me were feuer to ſlepe 

Then the beſt galon of Wpne ty chepe 
Weke quod the mancipte if map do the caſe 

To the ſix cohe and to no wight Witthe di ſpleaſe 
wh iche that here rpde in this company 

und if oure hooſt Wot of hie curteſy 
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The mancipłes prolłogue 


wok as nobb eycuſe the of thy tale 

#02 in gode fepttj thy byſage is fuk pale 

Thu epey daſawey ſothtly as me ttpnheth 
und wele g wote thy breth fut ſoure tpnheth5 
That ſije with wele thou art nat Wefe diſpoſed 
Of mecertapy thou ſhalt nat be gloſed 

de how he galptth. to this dronkey wight 

us thougij he wolde Bs ſwelolw anooy right 
Holde cloos thy mou the foꝛ thy fader K py 
Ihe deupt of helle ſet his fote theriy 

Chy curſed brett) Wok enfecte vs alle 

ſp ſtynhyng ſwyne fp foule moot the be falle 
Cahith hede ſires of this luſty may 

Nob ſwete ſtr wol pe iuſte at the Bay 
Cherto me ttjpnlet) pe be wele ſhape 
trobbe that pe haue dronhe Wpne ape 

find that is Way men pley at the ſtra we 

und with his ſpeche the cook We ved al wra we 
und oy the manciple he gan to nodde faſt 

ſoz lache of ſpeche a dow the hoꝛ ſe him caſt 
Where as he lay tyl that men him vp tohe 
This was a fapre cheueſaunce of a cool: 
ulkas that he ne hadde holde him by his ladyl 
Und oz that he avey were in his ſadyl 

There Was a grete ſhouyng bottle to and fro 
To łlyft him bp and mehpl care and wo 

So bn weldy was this ſely palked gooſt 

Ind to the mancpke thay ſpahe oure hooſt 
Bicauſe that drynke bath dominaciouy 
Vpon this may, by mp ſauacioun 

4 trowe lewdely wol he tefce His tale 

J'02 Were it Wpne oꝛ ofde moyſte ale 

Chat he hathj dronke he ſpehith ſoty his noſe 
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The mancipłes profottue Fe 


And fneſit6 faſt and ehe lie hatt the poſe 
He (att alſo todo moꝛe thay pnougtt 
To hepe lin on his cape oute of the ſfouth 
And if Ge faſfe from his cape «ftſone 
Tian ſjak we alte Faue pnouſy to done 
by kyftyng Bp its dzonhey cozps 
Cel on thy tale of lim make h no force 0 
But pet ma ncipte in feptt thou arte to nyce 
Thus openly to repꝛoue him of tits pᷣyce 
Unottjez dap he wol pa rauenture 
Reclapme tſje and bryng the to lure 
mene he ſpehe wyk of ſmale thynges 
And foz to pynche at p rechnynges 
That were nat foneſt if it cam to the preef 
No quod the maunciple that were a grete my ſchief 
So mpttfit Fe rng me in to the ſnare 
pet hadde euer pap foꝛ the mare 
whjiche he rtdeth on thay be ſgolde With me ſtryue g 
(} wok nat wrathe (im ſo moot jj thrpue ; 
That j ſpahe i ſapde it but iy bourde 
Und wote pe Wat q haue bete in mp tou rde 
d draugijt of wyne pe of a rype grape 
And ritfft a noon pe ſtat ſe a gode iape 
This cook ſtalk drynke ttjerof if that q may 
By pepne of my kyf he wol nat ſap nap 
Andcertapnfp to tefie as it was 
Of this Beſſek the cook dranke faſt allas 
what neditt it he dranke pnougth bifozy 
and wan be fadde pouppd in is Hozy 
To the manciple he tobe tie gourde atjapy 
And of the drynke the cooke was fut fapy 
and thanked him in ſuche wyſe as he coude 
Tay gan oure ſjooſt tolaughje wondre loude 
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The mancipkes tale 


und ſayde j ſe wele it is neceſſary 
Where that we goon gode drpnhe with de tota ry 
ſoz that wol turne rancoꝛ and diſeaſe 
To accoꝛde and foue and many a woꝛde to peaſe 
O bacus y bliſſed be thy holy name 
That ſocanſt turne erneſt into game 
woꝛſhip and thanke be to thy deyte 
Of that matere ye gete no moꝛe of me 
Tel on thy tale thou manciple i the pray 
wele ſtr quod he herkneth What J ſap 
Here enditt the manciples prologue 
And begynnetßh his tale 
eee 
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Fas nnn 
woa phebus duellyd here in erthe a doun 
As olde Gohes maker mencioun 
Ge was the mooſt luſty bachekere 
Of afce the woꝛlde and eke the beſtia rchere 
He ſlewe pheton the ſerpent as hellay 
Slepynt ayenſt the ſonne Vpoy a day 
und many a nother noble Woꝛthy dede 
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The manciples tale 


He wit is bowe wrougit as men map rede 
Peeye he coude on euerp mynſtralcy 

and ſyngen that it was a metodp 

To hi re of tis ere vᷣoyce the ſoun 

Certis the hyng of Thebes amptſiouy 

That With his ſong walled the cyte 

Coude neuiꝛ ſyng taff ſo wele as fe 

Therto he was the ſemetpeſt may 

That is oꝛ was ſithey the woꝛlde began 

Wat nedith it his feture to diſcrpue 

Fox in ti is Woztde Was there no may ſo fapre alyue 
He was tte r with fulfylled of gentpfncs 

Df tonoure and of parfpte wozttiynes 

CUs pie ius tijat was ftoure of bactcferp 

as Wefe iy fredor as in chruatrp 

Fo dis diſpoꝛte ij ſigne che of victozp 

Of pyetoy ſo as tetłitij bo the ſtoꝛy 

was wont to bere in his honde a bolbe 

Now d adde this phebus in (ts ſouſe a crowe 
pity a cage p foſtrpd many a dap 

And taughte it ſpee as mei teche a iap 

Daite Was this crolbe as is a myche Whpte ſay 
And count te fetyd the ſpeche of euery man 

Ne coude han te ſhukde telle a tale 

Cde te was in alle this Wozkde no nyghtyngale 
Ne coude Ep an hundred thouſand dete 

Sxuge ſo bonderfp merifp and lefe 
Nod babe this phe bus in his hou ſe a wy 
Dicht that he loud moꝛ than his lyf 
And and dap dyd euiz his diligence 
Hei for to pteaſt and do heꝛ teut rt nct 
Tut only tit (oth if j ſhałłe ſayy 
Dans e Was ant Holde faut hept heꝛ fapne 
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The mancipkes tale 


ſoz him were lothe taped ſoz to be 
And ſo is eue ry Witthet in ſuche dehre 
But al foꝛ naugit foꝛ it auapłed nouttht 
à gode wyf that is clene of Werke and thouttht 
Sholde nat be kept in nooy aWapte certapy 
and truly the faboure is in bepr 
Tokepe a ſljreWe foꝛ it wol nat be 
4 bis holde g foꝛ a very nycete 
To ſpylle laboure foꝛ to hepe Wpues 
Thus Writey olde clerkes in theire lyues 
But now to purpos as {j firſt began 
This wozthp phebus dott) alle that he can 
To pfeſcy heꝛ wenyng th rough ſuche ple ſaunce 
And foꝛ his mantjode and for his gouernaunce 
That no may ſtjokde put him fro heꝛ grace 
But god it wote there map no mah enbrace 
As to diſtrepne a thyng Whiche that nature 
Rath naturally ſet iu a creature 
Tahe any byrde and put him ty a cage 
And do alle thyn entent and thy coꝛage 
To foſtre it tenderly with mete and drynbe 
Of al depntees that thou canſt bethynbe 
and hepe it al ſo clenly as thou map 
de though his cage of golde be ncuir ſo gay 
pet hart this byrde by twenty thouſand folde 
Leuet in a fozeſt that is wylde and cofde 
Go ete Wozmes and ſuche wrechidneſſe 
40x eulꝛ thio byrde wol do his beſpneſſe 
o a ſcape oute of his cage ian he map 
Bioliberte the byrde de ſire th ay 
Cet tahe a cat and foſtre heꝛ With myche 
und tendre fleſſhe and make her couche of ſilhe 
und let her ſe a mouſe go by the Walle 
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' The mancipkes tale 


Unooy ſhe weyueth ffeſſhe and couche and al 
und euery de ynte tlat is in that houſe 
Suche appetyte hatſj ſhe to ete the mous 

o here hath łuſt his domynacioun 
and appetyte flemytli di ſcrecioun 
a ſte wołf hath atſo a ṽylens hynde 
Tie le wdeſt wolf that ſhe map fynde 

MD: leeſt of reputacioq tat wyl ſlie take 

In tyme wan GezCuſt to aue a make 

ul tie ſe enſamples ſpeke i by theſe men 
That Been Sntrue and nothyng by women 
Foꝛ men haue euir a licoꝛous appetpte 

On lowez tiyng to parfour me tſſeire delyte 
Thay on theixe wpues be theꝝ neuir ſo fapr 
Ne neui ſotrue ne neutr ſo debonapre 

Fe ſſije is ſo newfangte with myſchaunce 
Chat we ne can in no ting laue pleſaunce 
That ſowneth vᷣnto bertue any While 

Thus ptjebus li iche that thougit no gyle 
Diſceyued was ſoꝛ alle his iolite 

Foz bndre him a nothez ha dde ſhe 

a may of lytet reputacioun 

Nougtjt woatt] to phe bus in compa ri ſoun 
The moꝛe harme is. it fappitt oft ſo 

Of whiche tyere cometh moctjie harme and wo 
And ſo befyl Whay phebus was abſent 

His wyf anoon ha th foꝛ heꝛ lemman ſent 
HBeꝛ lemman certes that is a h nauyſſije ſpeche 
Foꝛpeue it me and that {J pou beſeche 
The wyſe plato ſapth as pe map rede 
The woꝛde muſt nede accoꝛde With the de de 
If men ſholde telle propirly a thyng 

The woꝛde muſt coſyn be to the woꝛkyng 
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The iancipſes tale 


gam a Gopſtous may right tus ſap) 
There is but lytet᷑ difference truly 
Bet wixte a wyf that is of hig degre 
if of tjez body diſtoneſt ſte be 

anda poze wenche other thay this 

f it ſo be they Werke bothe amps 
put that the gentyt᷑ is in ſtate aboue 
She ſtak be ckepyd his lady and his lone 

and foꝛ that ottjez is a poure woman 

She ſhalle be clepyd his wenche 02 his kemman 
and god it wote myn oWne dere rothe: 

Mey lay as foe that one as that otheꝛ 

lugtit ſo bet wixt a tytles tyraunt 

And ay outla We oz a theef erzaunt 

Che ſame ij ſap there is no difference 

Co Aitſaundre was tofde this ſentence - 

Chat foꝛ the tyraunt is of (tretez mygiit 

Þp foꝛce of mepne to ſlee douty a rigijt 

and brenne houſe and hoom and make al play y 
Eo therfoze is he ckeppd a capdepy 

und foꝛ the outela w hath but ſmalle menxe 
und map nat do ſo grete an harme as he 

Ne bryng a countre to ſo grete mpſchief 

Men cle pe him an outfa We oꝛ a theef 

But foꝛ gam a may nat textueke 

wol nat telle of textes neuir a deel 

wol go to my tale as began 

whan phebus wyf hadde ſent foꝛ ez kemman 
Anoon they wrouttht alle tfjciz luſt Bolage 

This White croWe that hyng ay in the cage 
Behelde the iꝛe Werke and ſapde neui a wozde 
Ind whay home Was come phebus the loꝛde 
Thi ocrobe ſong cuckoW cuchoW cuckow 
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The mancipfes tale 


what bprde quod phebus what ſyngeſt thou 
Ae were thou nat wont ſo — to ſpng 
Chat to my herte it was a reioyſyng 

To here ttjis Boyce allas at ſong is this 

By god quod fie ſyng nat amps 

Ptjebus quod he foz ałłe thy woꝛthynes 

zfoz alle thy beaute and thy hentylnes 

foꝛ al tip ſong and alle thy mynſtralcye 

Foꝛ ak tip waytyng bleryd is thpy eye 

with one of fptet reputacioun 

Nat wozttj to the in compariſouy 

The mountenaunte of a gnat ſo moot q th ryue 
j702 on tijy bedde thy wyf g ſa we him ſwyue 
wat Wot pe moꝛe ttje croWe anoon him tolde 
By ſadde tones and by woꝛdes holde 

Hob that his wyf hadde doon her lechery 

Him to grte ſija me and to grete velony 

und tolde him eft fe ſaWe it with his epey 

This pſebus gan a way warde foꝛ to pryen 
Him thouttht his wofut᷑ hert braſt a two 

His Gove he bent and ſet therin a flo 

And in his ire he hatij his wpf ſtayn 

This is the effecte ther is moꝛe to ſapy 

jfo2 ſoz0W Wtjerof tie brake ljis mynſtrafcy 
Dottie harpe andfute geterne and ſatrp 
And ehe he brake his arowves and his Bowe 
Andafteꝛ that thus ſpahe he to the crowe 
Traptoure quodhe with tongue of ſcoꝛpiouy 
Thou haſt me Brought to my con fuſioun 
atfas that q was wrougttit Why nere ij de de 

O dere wyf ogemme okuſtihede 

That were to me ſo ſadde and eke to trewe 
Noblyeſt thou dede With face pale of he we 


* | J 
| * 
<=, EC 
„ =» 


The manciples tale 


Ful gyltles that durſt J ſwere;p Bps 
O rabel honde to do ſo foule amps 

O trouble wytte o ire recheleſſe 

Chat vnauyſed ſynneſt gyktles 

O wantruſt fulle of falſe ſuſpeciouy 

ue ꝛc Was thy Wptte and ttjp diſcrecioun 

O euer may be ware of rechel nes 

Ne ttobbe no tiyng withoute ſtrong wytnes 
Hinpte nat to ſone 02 thou v tte why 

and be auyſed wele and ſikerly 
{2 pe do any evecuctouy 

D poy poure tre foz ſuſpectou! 
Aitasa thouſand fothe haue rehył ire 
. Fucip fozdooy and brought ther in the mpre 
altas foz ſozowe q wol mp ſelf ſlee 

And to thecroWe o falſe thecf ſayde he 

wol qupte anoon tijy falſe tale 

Chou ſong whilom lyhe a nyhutyngale 
Now ſalt thou falſe theef thp ſong fozttoy 
Ehe thy white fettjeres euerichone 

Ne neuir in al thy lyf ſyaft thou ſpehe 

Thus ſijat men ou d traptoure be Wrehe 
Thou and thyn ofſpryng euiꝛ ſal be blake 
Ne neui ſwete nopes ſtjaf pe make 
Dut euir crye apenſt tempeſt and rapne 

n token that through the my Wpf is ſkapy 
And to the crowe he ſtert and that anoon 
And pulled of his white fetheres euerichone 
Und made him blacke and reft him al his ſong 
und ehe his ſpeche and oute at the doꝛe him ſton 
Vnto the deuyl whiche q him betahe 

And foz this cauſe be af croWes bake 
Loꝛdynges bp theſe enſampkes q wol pou pray 
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The mancipłes tale 


Be ware and take kepe What I ſap 

Ne telfith neuir no man iy youretyf 

$30 W that a nothez may hat6 digit his wif 
He wol pou hate moꝛtally certapy 

Day Sala moy as wyſe cferhes ſap? 
Cechitii a man to kepe tis tongue wele 
but as ſayde g am nat te vxtuele 

But natbetes thus taugt me my da me 
y ſonne thpnke on tije crolbe a goddes na me 


My ſone kepe Wele tůy tongue and kepe thy frende 


A wpched tongue is Woꝛ ſe than a feende 
Mp ſone from a feende mey map ttjery ble ſſe 
My ſone god of his endekes goodneſſe 
walled a tongue With tethe and lyppes eke 
4702 may ſhotde him aupſe what he ſpehe 
My ſone ful oft foꝛ to mehpt ſpeche 

Hatij many a may be ſpyłt as clerkes teche 
But foꝛ lytel ſpeche J pohen auyſedly 

s no may ſhent to ſpeke generally 
My ſone ttzp tongue ſhjołdeſt thou reſtꝛayn 
At af tyme but Wan thou dooſt thp peyne 
To ſpehe of god iy honoure and praper 

Toe firſt Vertue ſone if thou Wpkt feze 

s to reſtrepne and hepe Wele thy tongue 
Cbus lerne children ian thep be pong 

My ſone of mekyl ſpekhyng vn auyſed 
There laſſe ſpebyng hadde 1 ſuffiſed 
Cometh mehl ha rme tlus was me taugi te 
Jy mehl ſpeche ſynne wantetß nautthc 
Woteſt thou wherfoꝛe a rabel tongue ſeruytß 
Rigijt as a ſwerde fozcutteth and forcarupth 
An arme a two mp dere ſone right ſo 


a tongue cyttetl} frendſhippe alle a two 


4 ' 
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A iangeleꝛ is to god abhomynable 
Rede Sala mon ſo wyſe and honouꝛable 
Rede dauyd and his pſalmes. rede ſenehe 
7 9p ſone ſpehe nat ne Witt thy hede thou bebt 
Diſſimpl as thou were def if that thou here 
Che iangeloure ſpehich of parkous mate re 
Che flempng ſayth lerne if that thou lyſt 
That lytel iangłyng cauſith grete reſt 
Py ſone if thou no wpched woꝛde haſt ſayd 

The daꝛ nat drede foz to be be wꝛayed 

But he toat hatij myſſapde ij daz wele ſapy 
Be map by no wey clepe his woꝛde aftapy 
Chyng that is ſapde is ſapde and foꝛthe it goth 
Though him repente oꝛ him be neuiꝛ ſofotbe 
He is ti ralte to him to whom he hatt) ſayde 
A tale foꝛ w iche he is noW euyl appaped 
My ſone be ware and be none autouꝛ newe 
Of tpdinttes whetheꝛ they be falſe 02 tre we 
where ſo thou come among high oꝛ folve 
He pe wele thy tounge and thynhe on the crowe 


Here endith the manciples tale 
und begynneth the parſones prologue 


6 pythat the manciple hadde his tale endyd 
The ſoune fro the ſouthe ſyde is diſcended 

So lobe that it was nat to my ſight 

Degrees of fyue and twenty of hight 

Ten at the clone it was ſo as J geſſe 

Fos enleuyn foot a lyteł moꝛe 02 leſſe 

My ſtadowe was at that tyme as there 

Of ſuche feet as my kengith parted Were 

Jn ſev feet equaſiv of proporctony 
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Tier witſj the mones exałtacioun 

mene Libra al wep (fay aſcende 

As were entryng ty the thoꝛpes ende 

Foz Whiche ou re hooſt as he was Wont to gye 

Ap in this caas thisiofp company 

Hapde in this wyſe loꝛdynges cuerichone 

Nob fackith bs no tale moꝛe thay one 

Ful filed is mp ſentence and mp decre 

wtzo wol now tetke a tale let ſe 

Al mooſt fufylled is mpy ozdenaunce 

4 prap to god ſo peue him rigijt gode chaunce 

Chat tetfith tuis tale to vᷣs łuſt ily 

Dir preeſt quod he art thou a Spcarp 

Oꝛatt thou a parſoy ſap ſothe by tiſp fep 

Ve wat thou be Hrete thou nat oure play 

Foꝛ euezp may ſaue tihou haue tolde his tale 

Ynbocte and ſhe we de What is in thy male 

4:02 trutp me thynkitij by thy chere 

Cd ou ſuoldeſt h nyt bp Wele a grete matere 

Tel vs a fa bie anooy foz coches bones 

Cuis parſon him aunſwerd alle at onys 

Thou gettyſt fable none tolde foꝛ me 

Foz poute that Writeth to Tpmothe 

Repreupth them that Wapuey ſotffaſtnes 

And techen fables and ſuche wrechiones 

wbp ſtolde JJ ſawe draf oute of my fyſt 

When map ſale Whete if that me lyſt 

Foz whiche ̃ ſap if that pe lyſt to ſie te 

Moꝛalite and of bertuous matere 

And than if pe Wye peue me audience 

{J wokde ful fapne at criſtes renterence 

Done you keeffuł płe, aunce as ca 
But truſtith wele am a ſotherpy may 


g— —  —— — 
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can nat geſte rum ram ruf bp lettre 
and god wote ry me holde I But lytet bettre 
and therfoꝛe if pe luſt q wol nat gloſe 
wol pou teſte a lytet tale in proſe 
To hnytte bp af this feeſt and make an ende 
And geſu foꝛ his grace wytte me ſende 
To ſuje we pou the wey ty this ṽyage 
Of ttipſhe parfpte gloꝛious ppittraniatte 
Chat higũt ieruſalem celłeſt iatte 
And if pe Voucheſauf anon ſtafte 
Begynne pgpoy mp tale fox Whiche J prap 
Cet pouꝛe auys g ca no bettre ſap 
But nathele ſſe this meditaciouy 
put it ay Vndre coꝛrectioui 
Of ckerkes foz gam nat teptuelke 
q take but the ſentence truſtith wele 
Ther foꝛe j make proteſtacioun 
That |j wol ſtonde to coꝛrectioun 
Bpoy tuis woꝛde We aue aſſentyd ſone 
ſoz as it ſempd it was foꝛ to doo 
To enden in ſo bertuous ſentence 
And foꝛ to peue him ſpace and audience 
And badde oure hooſt he ſholde to him ſap 
That alle we to telle his take him pray 
Oure hooſt hadde the Woꝛdes fox bs alle 
Sir preeſt quod he nolb fapre moot pou be falle 
Sayth what ye lyſt and we ſhal gladey here 
And with that woꝛde he ſayd in this manere 
Teffith quod he oute meditacioui 
But haſtith pou the ſonne Wok adouy 
Beth fructuous and that iy lytel ſpace 
And to do wele god ſende pou his grace 


Bere endith the parſones prologur 
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'Iheremte $1. State ſ 


Bras ct videte ef interrogate de $718 0 


que ſit via bona. et ambulate in ea. et inuenietis refrigerni anmmab; | 


Vr ſwete ſoꝛd God of 

heut that no man wyl 

0 periſſhe but wplltgat 

we come al to the no - 

wlechpng of hym and to the blpſful 
fpf that is pardnrable amoneſſeth 
vs bp the pꝛophete Iherempe þ ſaith 
in this wyſe. ſtondetß Ppoy the wes 
pes. and ſee 7 ave ye of olde pathts . 
that is fo ſaye of ofde ſentencis Wh1 
che is good wepe. And waſlietß in þ 
wepe and þ ia tefteſſhyng fo: poure 
ſowſys. Man ben the wepes ſpirt - 
turf that ſeden foltie to our (0:0 ihn 
Liyſte. And to the reque of glorye . 


Df whiche wepes: There 

ble weye and wef cournable 1 

map not faylſc to man nec 1 

that tHrugh ſynne hath mil 

the rygßt weyc of Jüctuſal 

all. And this wepye ts cfp(© | 
(ence. Of whiche man hole x 

Ger Een and nqupre wy(h af / 

fe to were. what is per ptet1!s 0!1 
naunce. And wite wherrs 16 fond 
penp(cuce. And bow many mans 
ben the actions of werchyng of pe 
nytence, And how many ſpycrs the 
re be of penptence. and whiche thyn 
gc behouery and appertepiien to 


--. 


penytence. Sayꝛit ambtofe ſapth þ 
penytert is the plenynge of the may 
fot the gylthe that he hath doo 
Andnomo:e to doo onp thynge fot 
the whuche hy ought to plepne. 
And ſom doctor ſapth.that penaun⸗ 
ce is the weyment nge of may that 
ſoroweth fo: his ſynnc. Ano ppneth 
Gyrn ſelf for he Hath myſ don. Peny⸗ 


ence wytß certryn arcumſtance ie 
verty repentaunce of man that Fof; 
orch hym ſelf in ſorowe 7 other pep - 
ne ſot his gpſtes, And fo: he ſhal 
be Berry penytent. He ſhal firſt be- 
wapſen the ſprnes that he Hath don. 
And ſtedfaſtſy purpoſe in his herte 
to haue ſhr1ft of mouth. And to doo 
ſatiſfaction and ncuer foꝛ to do thin 
ge ſoꝛ whiche hym onghte more to 
bew ayſc oꝛ complapne and to con / 
tynue in good werltis Ot eſlys his 
tepentaunte may not anapſe . For 
as ſaith ſaint Jſodre. He is a Japat 
and a gabbar and not verep tepen 
taunte that eftſones doth thyng for 
whiche Hp11) 0weth to repente ne ſtin 
te to doo ſyunc. may not auaple. 

Dut neucrthefes men ſhold take Bo 
pc that at cucty tyme (Bat men faf - 
leth 67 it ncutt ſo ofte that Fe ma a 
refe tGoaurgh penptence pf he haue 
grace, But certepnſp it ie grete 
doubte fo: as ſapth Dapnt Gtego 
re. yuncthe ariſcth he out of his fyn⸗ 
ue. that is charged of cupl Bſaar. 

And tzerfore repentaunte folke that 
ſtpnte for to ſynne and for to ſcte ſyn 
neo! ſpune forlete then Hoſp 
c<prehe Holdeth Born ſp ct of het ſaf 
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uacioy. And he that ſpuncth and 
Berply repentetß ſyym in (ps laſte. 
goly chirche hopyth hys ſaluactoy 
by the grete merty of our Loꝛd Ihn 
Cryſte fo: his repentaunce. 

Hut take pe the ſy ler and certayn 
wape. And now ſpthe I haue de; 
clared pow what thyng is penaunce 
Now ſhul ye vnderſtonde that 
there be thre actions. The firſt t6 
that a may be baptiſed after that he 
ßatß ſynnetß. Daynt Auguftpy 
ſapth but he be penytent for hys of, 
de ſpnful fpf. He map not begpnne 
the newe clene lpf. Fo: pf he be 
baptyſed wythont penptence for ſts 
olde gyſte. ge retepneth the matte 
of bapteſme. But not the grace ue 
the remyſſion of his ſynnes tyl he ha 
ue very repentaunce. Another 
defaute is that men dont dedeſy ſyn⸗ 
ne after they haut recepued baptiſ⸗ 
me The thirde defaute is that men 
faſſe ty ven yal ſynnes after het bap 
ceſme fro day to dap. Theꝛof ſapth 
fapnt Auguſtyy that penatuice of 
good and hů ble follte ts the penyten 
ct of cuery dap. The ſpyces of penaii 
ce ben thre. Tat one of ther is ſo⸗ 
fempne. Another is comey and the 
thirde 16 pꝛyue. That penatice p 16 
ſolepne is in two maners, aa is to 
be put out of hoſy cfitche in ſcuton 
fo: ſſaugßter of childꝛen and ſuche 
maner thyuges. Another is whan a 
man hath ſpuned e penſy of whiche 
ſinne the fame is openly no wen in 
tre contrre aud thenne hoſy chyrche 


by Jugement diſtrepneth hym for to 
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do open penanuce Homme penaun 
ce is that pꝛeſtes cnioyne men come/ 
ſy in cerkapy caas as foꝛ to god per, 
aucutute naked on pylgꝛymage 0: 
barefoot Pꝛrup penatice is that wer) 
doon al dap fot pteup ſpnnep of wh! 
che we ſhrpuey vs pꝛeueſy and recep 
4e7) ptyuy penauner, 
thou vnderſtonde what behourth : 
is neceſſarpeto euety preup penptet 
And theſe ſtonde in thre. Contrycion 
of herte. CTonfeſſyon of mouth. And 
ſatiſfactioy Foꝛ whiche Johan Cu⸗ 
ſoſtom ſayth. Penptence diſtreners 
to acctpte benyngly euery pepne þ 16 
hym entopned wpth contrpaon of 
herte and ſhrpfte of month wyth ſa ; 
tiſfaction and woꝛchyng of alle ma 
ner humpſyte. And thts is fruptfulk 
penaunce apenſt tho thpnges in wh 
che we Wrathen 0u2 Loꝛd Thi cryſt 
This is to ſape 5 in thyn ůyng. 

By recheleſnes ty ſpe l yng. by wpe - 

lied and ſynful woꝛchyng. Apenſt 
theſe wyc ed gyſtes is penaunce . 
That may be lyſiened to a tree. The 
rote of this tre ia contrycion that hjy⸗ 
det hym in the herte of hym that is 
veray repentante rpght as the rote 
of a tree hydetß hym in the exthe. Df 
the rote of contrytion ſpryngetß a 
ſtalſe that bereiß branuchps 7 ſcius 
of confeſſion. And 
the fleſſhe . Of whiche cryſie ſat 
in the goſpel. Do pe dygne fruyt off 
penptence, For hy thys frupt mM 
may Uno we thts tree and not by the 
rote that ia hd in the herte of a man 
Ner Bp the bꝛanch ys ne ſcuys of co 


Now ſſaf 


feſſpon. And therfore our (01de Nu 
Cuſie ſapth thus, By the frupt of 
them yt ſhaſ b no we them. Of thre 
rote ſptyngetß a ſeed of grace which 
ſecd 1s moder of ſykernee And 
ſerd is eger 7 fore . the grace of 11 ve 
ſeed ſpꝛyngetß of god through the 1/ 
men b:atice of the dap of dome 7 of 
the peynes of helſe of thre mate 
Daſamey ſaxth that in the 
god a man forfererth 616 ſyrine, = 
Gete of this ſecd ie the ſour cf 0 
deſyt yng of the Joy pricural 
This Fete draweth tc bet! 

fo god and doth yen hatt 

Fo: tRere is nothyug tf at fa 

ſo ſott to a chylde as (1c 1 

his not pr. Me no thyiig 

moe abßhomynabſethan 

Ge whan it ts medſyd u 
myſ lic. Ryaßt fo tic y 

foucth his ſprine. Git femme. 

gym moſt ſwetc of onp (fr 

f:o þ tpme tBat be forth [16 

ſo!d IJheſu Cryſt and dee 

(pf patbutabſe Z bere t6 to ! 11 
fpng mor abLompnabr( « 

the ſout of god the ſa we ©! 

For Whicke daupdehe pete 

I Gaue ſoucd tip ſa we Fand 
kednes. ße h fourth god Erpct!! | 
ſawe and $16 worde T bis (ber 
ic danpefenſpyred Vpon the Vyſ yon 
of Nabogodonoſo: BN Re coun 
pled ym to do penaunet Penavin 
cf is of the tree of [pf to them that if 
rerepiicy. 7 Fe that Golders ſ̊ m Vet. 
ry pmptet is bleſpd after the ſentence 


G {Kt 
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ol ſaſamon "Ju ttzis penytence 02. 
tryaon man ſhal vᷣnderſtonde four 


thynges. chat is to ſape what is con- 


tricp3213. And w6eche ben the cauſes þ 
meury a man fo contreeeoty. And 
Fow bc ſhold be contrite. And what 
roarpaon auaplerh to the ſowle. 

7 han rf ts thus that cdtmeron is the 
Verrp ſoto w that a nan reſtrepeiet 
in ſus Ferre fo: ſis ſpenes wytß ſad 
parpoft to ſhrpiue gym and to do pe 
nawice and newer um to do ſynne 
And thes ſo oe ſhal be in this ma 
ner as ſapth ſauit Bernat d It ſhal 
Gr grruous and hu t we 

end popnaunt m berte. Fytſt ſoꝛ a 
man gat aqylted his ſo:de and ßys 
ctratatit And moꝛt fharpeand pop» 
nant for be Bath agplted hes fader 
feſtpaf And pet morr ſharp and 
popu fo: be Gath wrachpd pry 


ard agyftc bom that bought ſ y b 


rs ges prerpous blood Hath defy - 
ut h fro tie Bandes of ſynne 
fro the pevacs of ſeſſe Theſt rauſes 
that mur a man to contrpnon bern 
85 Fyeſt a man ſfaf rrmembre 
6-397) of fas formers bart ſo Re tat rs 
bete br to: frm no dete by 
m9 ee fag? Foam and ſoto tee fo: 
ks oft Fer lab farth forrfuf men 
bor art v8 2 257 of ronfuſion : 
rte farth FN TI wil Rem? 
$7 met of the reef my ſyſ in bye 
v. of my forts Ann 80 ſagth tr 
wr mayor Hrge Hm ith fro 
whrue tha/ 3 br faf's For bete the 


tyme that pe ſynned pc were te qq 
dim of god and lpmaps of the reg; 
ne of god. Bn fo! your ſynne pe be 
wa ven thral and ful menbus of he 
fende. Hate of awngefs. ſifaundre 
of hoſychirche. And fode of the fals 
ſetpent. perpetuelſ matiet of the fpre 
of belle And tat more foule and ab 
homunable fo: ye treſpace as oft ty 
me as doth the hound that tourned 
agayr to ctr his own ſpuyng. 

And pet fonſet for pour kong couty⸗ 
nuyng in ſynnc and pour ſpnful Þ / 
ſage. Fo whiche pe be roten in pour 
ſynnes as a berſt in ſts dung. Du⸗ 
che maner thougßtys ma lietß a md 
a ſhamed for his ſynnes and no dely 
te as ſaytß the pꝛopßete E3echpel. yr 
ſhuf temernbꝛe pou of pour Wepes . 
and thep ſhak dyſpleſe yo w Dothely 
ſynnes ben the wayes that lede folt: 
to helſe. The ſecond cauſe that ought 
to maker a may haue deſdapgy 7 
ſynne is this as ſ who ſo 
dotñ ſynne ia — to ſynne And ſin 
ne puuetß a man in grete thrafdow 
And thefo; ſapth the prophete cehy 
¶ wente ſotowfuſ aud Fad diſde - 
ygy of my ſelf Certes wel ought a 
man haue dyſdaygy of ſynnt and 
wytß dꝛawe ßym fro that thraldow 
and 8yſonye For lo what ſapth ſe⸗ 
ne lie in this mater he ſapth thus, 
Tough I wyſt that nepther god ne 
wan ſholneaer Eno we il. yet wolde 
aut deſdaygne fot to doo ſpnne : 
Aud the ſame HeneBe ſayth Jam 
ho in ta gtettet thynges tan to hee 


- 
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cafe to my body. moꝛe tal may cauſe that ought to meue a man to 
uoman ne woman make of his Bo contrinon is dꝛede of the dap of 00 ⸗ 
dy thay pence his body to ſynne. and mie And the $02:pble pepnes of Felle 
were it the ſo wieſt choꝛſe 02the ſow⸗ Foꝛ as ſaith ſapnt Jerome. At cucty 
feſt woman that (purth and leſt off tyme p I remember of the dar of de 
valew. yet fe is charged and mooſt me I qua be fo! wha Ictc or 
foul g moſt in ſeruptude euer fro the oꝛ do what ſo Ide cuct me ſomets 


hyer degre that a may falſetß. To 
mote is fe thtal 7 moꝛe to god t to 


the world vile t abhomynabſe. Oo 
good god wel a man haue diſ 
deygne of ſpine ſytß that thourgß þ 
there as he was fre now is he made 
bonde And therfo:e ſapth ſaynt Auſ 
tyn. pf thou haſt diſdaygne of thy ſer 
uaunt. pf he agplte oꝛ ſynne haue 
thou thenne no diſdaygne that thou 
thy ſelf ſholdeſt do ſpune, Take te⸗ 
warde of thyn 0Wen vaſewe þ thou 
ne be to foul to thy ſelf ne to thyy. 

Alas we oughtey they that haue diſs 
dayn to be ſeruatites a thial toſpie 
Dore to be aſhamed of him ſf.chat 
god of hie endles goodnes hath ſette 
in fpgh aſtate 02 peue hym ſtrenthe 
of body beautt. pꝛoſperyte n bought 
gym ſio the deth wpth his ſeꝛte blod 
chat they ſo vn liyndeſy agaynſt hys 
gentplnes quyten them ſo ṽyſcyuſſy 
to ſſaugßtet of her o wen ſo wlys O 
good god ye wym men that ben of 
Crefe beaute trmem bie pol on the 
ptouerbe of Hafamon He ſaytß he 
fſpl;encth a ſait womd Fat ia a fool 
of her bodp to a rpnge of golde that 
in worn in (he groyn of a ſowe fo: 
rihgt as a ſoweWeotyrh in cuctv 0!- 
dure. ſo wioteth ſhe fer beuute in ſlin 
(png ordure of ſpruce, Thefh1i30e 


the trompe ſowneth in mpr) crer 

ꝛyſetß Bp þ ben dede and co 

the Jugement O good god mc 

oughta man to drede ſucße 

ment thete as we ſhaſ be ag 

ſaynt Pouſe Pefoꝛe e Hf *| 

gement of our Lord IG 

Where as we ſFaſmate a a 

gregand wßer as no mam 

ſente. Fo: certes (Gere aua 

eſſoynt ne non excuſans ; 

that our fautes ſFaf be 7: 

eke out wer lite fBaſoprily 

wer. And þ as ſaptß fn _ 

There ne ſñ̃aſ no pſetyg 

no ſſeygßt. we ſ p al eue 

of euery pdfe woꝛde. Ty 

haue a Juge that may 11! bv- 0 

upd ne co: pt. and Wey eo: 

our thoughtes be diſcord 

hym.ne fo: praper ne fo: me 

wyl not be co::1ptAud aſſo «1 

The wrath of god wyſnot ſpar 117 

Wpgbe fo! prayer nc fo: pete. 115 

ger fotr ate dap of dome tỹerr 111 

ne hope. wer ſoꝛc as farts ſaprit In 

cine. fuf gerte onqurſſhe fFaf tue 

ſyn ful follit Fane at that tyme we 

re ſBaf Be (Be ſtrrue t wrotß Tuce ſit 

tynq about Under fiperd the Forrys 

Ge pyt of heſſe open to diſtroe gen 

gat wold not bel no we zin ſynnes 
G us 


The Perſons Tale 


Whicſeſytnes (puſſy openly be ſ 
wpd befoe god g curry creature. 
— ſyde mo deuyſſis tha 
the herte may thyn ſie for to hartye 7 
dꝛawe the ſpnful ſo wles to the pytie 
of helle. And wyth:n the hertes of fol 
Re ſhal be the betyng conſcience . 3 
wythout f 02th ſhal nis wer ſi ta accu 
ſe hym Thennt ſhal the wꝛetch yd ſo 
wle fle to hyde hym. Put certes he 
may uot hyde 6pm he muſt come 
forth 7 ſhew ßym Foꝛ certes as ſaith 
ſaynt iherome. the erthe ſhal caſt hun 
out of hym and the ſee alſo and the 
aper alſo that ſhal be ful of thunder 
cCappis 7 ſpghtnyng. Now ſotflp 
who ſo wyl remembre hym of thyſe 
toynges I geſſe that his ſynnes ſhal 
not tourne gym to deſyte but to gre - 
te ſoꝛo we fro dꝛede of the peyn of hel 
ſe. And therfote ſapts Job to god. 
Suffre loꝛd þ J may a whife war 
le 7 betvepe 02 I go tetomyng to the 
der b erthy 7 courrpd wyth der lience 
the lo nde of myſerpe and of der ke⸗ 
nes Wherc as is ſhadow of detß whe 
re as there is none officer oꝛdeynaun⸗ 
ce but gryſſy drede that cuer ſhal laſ 
te. Lo here map pe ſor that Job pꝛa 
yed reſppte a whple to bewepe and 
wayſc his terſpaus. For ſothlp one 
day to reſppte is Better thay aſſe the 
t:rſour of this word. And fo: as 
moche as a may may acqupte gym 
Hy fore god by penptence in fps 
and not bp treſour: The:fo:e 
Dede beru- to god to fru Hy 
 neppiry fes treſpaas. Fo: certes all 


the ſoꝛo we that a may mpght nale 
fro the begynnyng of the world nya 
but a lytyl thynge at the regarde of 
of the ſorow of gelle. The cauſe whp 
that Job clepetß the fond of derlines 
vnderſtondyeß that he cleppth it fon 
de 02erth for it ts ſtable x neuer ſhal 
faple der tenes. Fot he that is in hel⸗ 
fc hatß defaute of ſyght naturel. 
Fo: certes the det lie lygit that ſi alle 
come out of the fore thut euer ſhalle 
bꝛenne ſhat tome hem alto peyne þ 
be in elle, For it ſheweth hyen al the 
Forrpble deuylſes that them townen 
te coucrd wpth the der knes of deth þ 
ben the ſynnes þ the wretchyd man 
hath doon . whpche that deſtourben 
hym to ſee the fact of hod. Rygit as 
a derlie cloude betwene va and the 
ſonne. Londe of myſeſe by cauſe þ 
there be thre defautes ayenſte thre 
tß yuges that fol de ofthis world ha 
ue in this prefent „ to ſape 
Fonourts .deſptes. 7 ryches. Apenſte 
honour haue they in hell ſhame and 
confuctoy . For wel pe wote thep cle- 
pen honour the reuerence that men 
don to men. Buct in helle is non ho 
nout ne reverence Fot certes no mo 
re reuerence ſhal be there to a liynge 
than a Enaue. Foꝛ whecthe god ſar 
by the pꝛopßete Ageremye. The folt 
tha me diſpyſen ſFal be in deſpyte . 
Honour is ee ceppd a grete ford / 
ſpp ther ſhal no wygßt ſerut other 
But of harme t turmete. Honout ta 
eGe cleppd gre te dygnyte 1 hyghnes 
But in helſe ſhal they alle be fortrode 
wp deuyllys as god ſayth. The 
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forry ble deuylles ſhulley go and co⸗ 
m Ppon the her ys of dampnyd 
t And this is foꝛ as moche that 
the hyer that they were in preſent ſyf 
the moꝛe they ſhul be abated 7 defo - 
wied un ßelſe. apenſi the riches of this 
world ſhal they haue myſeſe of po - 
uerte, And this pouerte ſhal be in fo⸗ 
te thjynges in defaute of treſour off 
whiche Daupd ſapth. The riche fol⸗ 
ge enbꝛacen 7 couetẽ in al het heꝛte 
the ties of this woꝛld ſhul ſſepe in 
the ſſipyng of deth. as no thing ſhul 
they ſynde in there hondes of al her 
treſour And moꝛe ouer the myſeſe of 
helle ſhal be in defaute of mete and 
dꝛyn ze Foꝛ god ſapth thus by mop⸗ 
ſes. ſjal be waſted wyth hounget. 
And the bprdes of helle ſhal deuoure 
Gem wyth bptter deth. And the gafle 
of th: dragon her moꝛerſſys. And 
ferther ouer ßer myſeſe ſhal be in de⸗ 
faut of clothyng fo: tÿey ſhal be na 
l yd in body as of clothpng. Daue 
the fyte in which they bꝛenne 7 other 
fyſthes And na Red ſhal they be in ſo 
wic of a maner vertues. whiche that 
is th: cſotßyng of ſo wle. where bey 
thenne the gap robys 7 the ſofte ſhe - 
tis and fyn ſhertis. Lo what ſaith 
god of ther by the pphete yſayt þ 
under them ſhal be ſtrawed mothes 
t het couerfours ſhal be of wonneg 
of ßelſe: And foꝛtherouet her myſeſe 
ſhaſ be in defaute of frendes fo? he 16 
not poure that hath good frenops . 
Gut there 16 no ſiende. For nepther 
god ne good creature ſFakl be frende 


to fem. And euerp of hem ſhal hatt 

othet wytß dedefp hate. The ſones 7 

the doughters ſhal tebeſſe ayenſt the 

fader and moder. And Ryntede 

ayenſt Eynrede and chyden and deſ⸗ 
pyſen eche other both dap and nygßt 
as god ſaytß by the prophete mytſe⸗ 
as. And the ſouyng chyldtty þ m⸗ 
me tyme ſoueden ſo fle ſſyſy cuet yeße 
of them wold etc other pf he mpght 

Fo: how ſhoſd tf ey ſour to gydet in 
the peyncs of ßelſe. whay they gated 
eche otßer in the pꝛoſperite of this ſyf 
50! truſte wel her fleſſpſy ſour is de 
deſy hate as ſaytß the pꝛopßete Da⸗ 
upd who ſo foupth wpckednes he Fa 
tetß Gre owen ſowſe. And who fo 
hatetß his owen ſowle. Lertes be 
map ſoue none offer wyaßt in nog 
manere And ther foꝛc in ßelſe is 109 

frendſ6pp But cuct the moꝛe cim ſing 
the moꝛe chydyng and the more dede 
ſp hate is among tfern. Aud fintfer 
onen thep ſhak haue defautes of aſe 
maner deſptes. fo! wßy. fo! defptes 
ben appetytes of the witkes as ſygßt 
Heryng. ſineſſyng ſauomyng and 
touch yng but in Feffe her ſyghte fFaf 
be ful of der neg. of mob c and ſuf 
of tris, And ßer beeryna ſulof wey 

mentyng and of gruntyng of (cf 

as ſayth Tu cryſſe Her noſitylles 

ſhal be ful of ſtynEpng 

And as ſapth pſape (Fe pphelt Her 

ſauourpnig ſhale be fuſck of byttet 
galſe And as touch yng fer bodp hit 

ſFal be courrpd wyth fpre that netter 

ſhal be quenchyd and wpeh wous 


al neuer ſhjaf depe as god ſapth by 
a fo: as moet /e 
as they ſhul not wene þ they mo we 
dye for peyn 1 by detß fle foꝛ pcyn þ 
map they vnderſtonde in the worde 
of Job that ſapth that there ioß ſha⸗ 
do we Farſi a ſyllenes of the thing of 
which ir ra ſhadowed night ſo fareth 
the peyne of helle. it is lpRe dethe for 
(Ge anguyſſh houbſe. t why. For it 
peyneth ehem euer as though inen 
ſgoſd dye anon Butt certes they ſFaf 
not depe* Fo: ſaynt grego:e ſapth , 
to caytyfs ſhal be dethc wythout deth 
c ende wythout cude 7 defaute with 
out fayſing fo: her detß ſHal al way 
ſytre And her ende ſhal cuet more be 
gpime. 7 her defaute ſpal neuer fayſc 
And therfore ſapth ſapnt Johan the 
£1uangeliſte They ſhall folow deth 
aud tFep ſhal net fynde hym aud to 
deſyte to deye 7 deth ſyal fe fro them 
And ebe Job ſapth that in heſſe 186 
non oꝛdꝛe of te wle. And al be rt ſo þ 
god hath created af iy right oꝛdꝛe 7 
nothpng wythout 0:dre Pit af thin 
ges be oꝛdeyned aud nomgeed. pet ne 
uertheſes thep þ be dampned be noo 
thyng in oꝛdte ne ßolde non order 
Fo! the etiße ſhal here them no 
frapt. Fo as the prophete Dauyd 
ſapth. God ſFaſdeſivope the fruyt of 
the erthe from them Ne water ſhalſe 
yrue hem no mopſture ne tße rper no 


[ fyre no fygßt 

v1 as ſapth ſaynt Baſyſe. The 
Grexznpig of the fpre of this worlde 
god peue to ſem that ben damp 
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ned in helle. But the lpg#t i the clere 
nes ſhal be peuen in heuem to his chil 
dten Rygſßt as the good man pructh 
brede to his chyldꝛen 7 bones to hps 
ßoundes. And ſo they ſhal haut non 
hope to eſcape. And therfore ſpeket3 
Joh. Atte laſt there ſhal hoꝛꝛouꝛ aud 
griſly drede dwellen wythouten en / 
de Ho120ur is al way dꝛede of harme 
that ra to come. And this drede ſhall 
euer dwelſe in the herten of theꝛn that 
ben dampned And ther ſot haue they 
loft al get hope ſoꝛ vi cauſes. Firſt 
ſoꝛ ged his her Auge ſhal be wych 
oute merey to them. ne they may 
not pleſe Fpty ne non of his haſowes 
ne may peye no thyng ſoꝛ theyt ran, 
ſon ne they haue no Boys to ſpelic to 
hy. nc they ma» not fle fro peync 
And theſorr ſaytß ſufamon.the wyc 
ked man deyetß. 7 whe he is dede he 
ſhal haue none gopt to eſcape from 
peyne. who ſo wold wel : 
de theſe peynes and bethpnKe gym 
wel that he hath deſerupd the pepnes 
fo: his ſynnes Certes he ſhold haue 
more talent to ſpghe and wepe than 
fo: to ſynge and foꝛ to p.epe. For as 
ſayth Halamoy. who that Fath ſcy⸗ 
c1ce for to fino we pepnes that bcen 
eſtablfpſipd and oꝛdeyued for ſpune 
He woſd foꝛſa lie ſynne. Chat ſcienet 
ſaytß ſu ynt Auſtyn ma li pth a man 
to wey menten in his hertt. The 
fourth poynt tFat a man ougß ; to 
ma bie contricion fore is the ſoꝛow / 
fuk rcmembꝛaumte of the good that 
je hatß ſeft to doo erte in ertte and 


— 
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ek{othe good that he bath ſoy. Hot) 
\p the good wetſiys that ße hatß left 
ether they be the good werſus that he 
wrought er he fyl in to dedely ſpune 
ol eſlys the good wer ſ ye þ he wꝛou 
aht whple he laye in dedely ſpine. 
Dothelp the good that he dyd befoꝛ⸗ 
ne that he fyl in dedely ſynne ben all 
moꝛthefyed aſtoned 7 dulled by the 
eft ſynnyng The other wer lieu that 
fe w:ought whylle he fape in ſynne 
ben Vfterkp dede as to the lyf perdu⸗ 
tabſe in heuen. Than thyllte good 
wer k ys that hen mo:tefped by eft 
ſynnyng whiche good wer ſies he did 
wh yles he was in charyte mo we ne 
uer quyc lien ayrn wythout vert y te 
ſtreynt and wythdra wyng the ſtten⸗ 
ges of mann ys coꝛage and thr me - 
Aynges in his herte in ſuche maul te 
as they ne ſ{pppe out hy anger we 
by pre. Aud therof ſapth god by the 
mouth of ezechpel. That pf the right 
ful man retorne ugayn from his ng 
tt wyſnes and to wyrche wpcKednes 
ſhal he lyuen nap. For af the good 
wer ſ̃ ye that Fe hath wrought ſhulle 
neuet be in rtnembraunce. 

Fo: fe ſhal depe in his ſynne. And $9 
pon that chapitre ſayeß ſapnt Gre - 
iy thus that we ſhul vnderſtonde 
pryncipaſły tat whan we doo de de 
fo ſpnne it is nonght. Nether fo: to 


drawe in to memorpe the good wer⸗ 


gya that we aue Wrought Gyfornz 
Fot crtis in the wer by ug of dedefp 
ſynne there te no (1:tfte to good wer 
Le that we Fate doon befom F Gat 
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is to ſaye as to haue ther by the iy 
perdurable in heury. Put ſothely 
the good wer ys that men don why 
ſcs thep ben i dedeſy ſinnc for as my 
k yl as thrp were don in dedeſy ſynn⸗ 
th ye mayncuer quyc hen For cirteu 
chunges þ nener ha de ſyff map neuct 
qupt Hen. And neuertheſes al be it þ 
they auayſe not to haue the lpf pet⸗ 
durable yet auaylen thep to a bryd 
ge of the peyn of helle Oꝛ elſys to ge 
te tempore tichcs.oꝛ cffps that god 
wyl ratfer ene myne and ſygßt ten 
the herte of the ſynfull man to hauc 
repentaunce. Aud etc thep auaple to 
a man to doo good wer U ps that tfe 
fende haue the laſſe power of his ſo⸗ 
wle And thus the curteys lord Iheſu 
Lryſte wylthat no good werke ber 
ſoſte, Foꝛ in ſomwhat it ſhal auay 
ſe. Put fo: as moce that the good 
wer bes that men don Whyles they 
ben in good [pf ben al mortefped by 
ſpnne folo wyng. And cke ſyeße 
al the good wer bes that men dooy 
whplre they be iy dedety ſymie ben 
vᷣtterſy dede as fo: to auc the lyff 
pardutabſi. wel may that man (Hat 
no good wer by dotß ſyng that frrſſh 
newe ſonge. Jap tout petdu 
mon tonps ct mon ſabour, 

For certes if bercucth a man good 
nes and natuꝛc and eke the goo once 
of gtace. fo: ſoth (Fe grace Of the o 
ſy gooſt fareth as fpre that map not 
be pdlr. For fpre fapleth anon as rf 
ſeſeth Fre woteß pug Than 
ſeſetg rhe ſyn fix mon the coodines of 
gloꝛye tit only 16 hehoten to goode 
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meh that ſabourey c wer lien. wel 
map he be ſoꝛy thenne that 0weth al 
his (pf to god as long as be ſpucth . 
And e lic as ſonge as he ſal ſpue. þ 
uo goodues hath to paye wyth his 
dettc to god to whom Feoweth al his 
(pf . Fo: truſt wel Ge ſFal ycue acoit/ 
tys.as ſapth ſaynt Bernard. Df all 
tte goodes that Haue be vcuen hym 
u this pꝛeſent ſyf. And ho w ße hath 
deſpended them not ſo moche þ there 
ſhal perpſſtc ay Herr of his Heed ne a 
moment of an Foure that ße ne ſgal 
peuctherof a ti Ryu g The fyfte 
ti yuig is tha; ought to mene a may 
to contricon 1s remembeaiice of te 
paſſyon that our ford Jh crpſt ſuf⸗ 
frpo forour ſynnes, Fo: as ſapth 
fapiit Hernard, whples that Ilpue 
hal haue remembrance of tije tra 
uc v that our (ord Jn cryſt ſuf / 
frp0 in piechpng.ehis werpnes in tra 
ticlyng. His temptanons Wwhan he 
faſted. His fong wa auiges whon he 
p:aypd.his tetis whay he wepte fo! 
pytc of good peple.tfe woo and the 
ſ5ame and the fylthe that men ſay - 
den to hym of the foule ſppttpuge Þ 
men ſpytten in his face of the buffet 
tps p men yaf hym of the fouſe mou 
this and of the foule repreups mey 
to hym ſayden . of the napſes wyth 
(Ge whiche he was nayſed to the cꝛoſ 
ſe And of alle the remenaunt of his 
paſſion that ße ſuffrpd for mannys 
ſynne and nothpng fo? hie aplte. 
And pc ſhal vnderſtonde that cuery 
aner ode of 9:depnace 16 l021ed 
0 I ſo down. Fo: it ia ſotſ that god 


teſon and ſenſualyte aud the bedp 
of a man hen ſo oꝛdepned. ihat cue⸗ 
ryche of thpſe four thynges ſhuld ha 
ue ſoꝛdſhip ouer þ other as thus god 
ſhold haue ſoꝛdſhipouer teſò. a reſs 
ouer ſenſualpte ouet the body of ma 
but ſothſy in may ſemeth al this oꝛ⸗ 
der of oꝛdenaunce is turned vp ſoo 
doun. Aud therfoꝛe thenne ſoꝛ as mp 
yl as the teſon of man wyl not be 
ſubget ne obeyſaunt to god thut is 
ſoꝛd by ryght. Theꝛfote leſeth it the 
ſoꝛdſhyp that it ſhol de haue in ſenſu; 
aſyte and ele ouet the body of man 
And why fo: ſenſualpte ꝛebelleth the 
ne ayenſt teſon. and bp that wey le⸗ 
ſyth teſon his [02dſhpp oucꝛ ſenjua # 
lyte and ouct the bodp. 

Foꝛ tygßt as reſoy is xebel to god 

Rpght ſous ſenſuaſyte revell to 
reſon and the body alſo. 

Aud tertes thps 02denaunce, Aud 
thys rebeſſpoy Dure Loꝛde Jheſu 
Ctyſt aboughte vᷣpoy his body well 
dect. And het keneth in whiche wyſe 

Fo: as myliyl thenne as riſenis 
rebeffto god therſoꝛe is man woꝛ⸗ 
hy to haue ſoroWe and to be dede. 

This ſuffryd Our Loꝛd Jheſu 
fo! man after he was betraped of 
hps diſcpple and diftrened and boun 
de ſo that the bloode braſt out at cuc 
ty napſe of 6ps hondes. ds ſapth 
ſapnt duquſtyy. 7 ferthermore fo: 
as my yl as reſo of man wyl not 
daunte ſenſualyte whay it map, 

Zhcrfort 16 man worthy to Hauc 
ſhame Aud this ſuffred oure Lorde 
Jhu pſt fot man whan the 7 ſpptte 
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in his Ppſage. An d ferther ouer thẽ⸗ 
ne ſoꝛ as mochc as the captif bodp 
of man is rebel both to teſon and to 
ſeſualue therfoꝛ if is worth the deth 
And this ſuffryd our Lo:d ui miſt 
for md Ypon the cꝛoſſe. wher as ther 
was no parte of his body fre wytß⸗ 
out grete peyn 7 bytter paſſion. And 
al this ſuſf,ed Iheſu criſt !Fat neuer 
forfetet}. To moche am I peyuud 
ſor (ho tynges that I neuer deſer - 
upd and to myliyl deſouled for fren 
ſhyp that may is worthy to haue. 

And therfo:e map the ſpnfulk iu in 
wefſape as ſaint Bernard ſapth . 

A corſpd be the bytternes. Fo? certes 


after dpuerſe dyſcoꝛdauntes of oute 


wycliednes was the paſſion of Agi 
Cryſt y oꝛdeyned in dpuerſe thyn⸗ 
ges as thus Cettes ſpnful mannps 
ſoule bettayrd the deuyl by couctyſe 
of temporek pꝛoſperyte and ſcomes 
hy deſcrpt whay) he cheſieß fleſſhly de 
lytes. 7 is tozmented hy Impacrence 
of aduerſyte c beſpet by ſeruage m 
ſubiertion of ſynne. t atte faſt Fe 16 
ſſayn fynaſſy Fo: this difroꝛdaun 
te of ſynful man. was Ißeſu Lryſt 
firſt betraped. And after þ was f: 
bound that cam fo: to vnbynde Ys 
of ſpnne 7 of the _ Thene was 
ze beſcouꝛged þ only ſFold be honou 
rpd in al thpnges 7 of alle thynges 
Lenne was his Byſage beſpytte þ 
ought to be ?xſpred fo: to be ſeyn of 
al man liynde. In whiche Byſage 
aungefs deſprey to ſoGe and therm 
was Yifenſly beſpette A hene was 


he ſcomed þ no thyng had gyſt. And 
fynally thenne was he cru ſcefyed 
and ſſeyn. Th-nne were compliſſhed 
the woꝛdes of yſape that ſayeh. He 
was wounded fot oute myſdedes 7 
defouled ſoꝛ our Bplonpes. Now 
ſyeß þ 36d Cryſt to lie on hym ſelf 
the of al out wyt lcdnes. my⸗ 
KpConght ſynful may to wepe 7 to 
bewaylſe that ſoꝛ his ſynnes goddis 
ſone of heuen ſhold al this peync tu⸗ 
dure. The vi. ihyng that ought 
to meue a man to contrycion is the 
hope of thre thinges that is to ſape 
fotpeuencs of ſynne. and rhe pefte of 
grace wel for to doo. And the ioye of 


heuen wyth the wß iche god ſhal gu - 
erdon man fo: his good dedes. And 
for as moche as Ißeſu Cryſt prueth 
Bs the yeftis of his grace and of his 
ſouerayn bounte. Therfore rs he cs 
ppd Jheſus nazarenus rev Judcoꝝ 
Igeſus is foꝛ to ſay ſauyoꝛ oꝛ ſaſua 
cion on whom mu ſhul Fope to Has 
nue foꝛytuenes of ſymys which that 
is ꝓpetſy ſaluacion of ſynnes. And 
therfoꝛe ſaid the aun gel to Joſeph 
Thou · ſhaſt cſcpe 516 name Theſus þ 
ſhal ſaue his peple of her ſpunes 7 
herof ſauß ſeynt Peter. Ther is none 
offer name vᷣnder heut his peury to 
ony man by whiche a man may be 
ſauyd but only Theſus. nazarenirs 
ia as moche to ſape as fo: ffouſſhmg 
in Whiche a man ſhal hope that he þ 
ytcuetß hym rempſſp6 of ſynn ya ſhal 
afſo prue Fpm grace wel fo: to doo 
Fo: in the flout ta hope of fruyt 
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' {pine compng. And in fotpeuenes 
of ſprne hope of grace wel to doo 

I was et doꝛe of ihn herte ſard ihe 
ſus 7 cleped for to entte.he that ope - 
neth to me ſhal haue foꝛyeuenes of 
ſyun ys I wyl entre in to hum by my 

grace. and ſuppe wyth pm by the 
good werſies that he ſhal do whiche 
wer ſtes ben the ſode of god. And he 
{al ſoupe wpth me by the grete io ye 
that ſhal be yeurn to hym. Thus 
ſhal man hope that for his wer ſ ys 

of penaunce god ſFal peue gym hps 
tegne as hc beFoteth hym in the goſ⸗ 
pcſ. Now ſFal may vnderſtonde in 
what maner ſhal be his gtriaò I ſap 
hit ſhal be vn yuerſal 7 total . p is to 
ſape a may ſhal be veray tepentaut 
fo: aſſe his ſynnes that he Hath don 
in deſyte of ſis thought. Fot deſpte 
16 pctyſous. Fo: ther be two maneis 
of conſentpnges that one of thon is 

cleped conſentyng of offeccon . wha 

a man is meued to do ſpune apenſie 

the la we of god. Al though his reſon 
conſente not to do ſynne in dede. yet 
ſeyn ſom doctours aud men that ſus 
che defpte that dwelpth longe is furl? 
peryſous. af be it neuer ſo ſyte. And 
alſo a man ſhold ſorow nameſp fo! 

al þ euer he hath deſpred apenſt the 
laweof god wyth parfytß conſpn - 
tyng to the dede wherfo:e TI ſap that 
many men repente hem neuer of ſtr. 

ebehoughtes and deſytes and neue 
ſbryue gam of if But onſy of the dede 
of grete ſynnes outward. wſjerſor I 
74 Nye that ſuche wecliet: defptes and 


wiclied thoughtes ben ſubtyl bogp - 
fars of them that ſhalle be davined 
More ouer may ought to ſorow for 
Fas Wyc ſied woꝛdes and for {16 wic⸗ 
lied dedes. Foꝛ certes repentqunee of 
a ſynguſer ſynne and not repentyng 
of alſe his other ſpnues. o >llys te⸗ 
pentpuge hym of alle his other ſyn / 
nes g not of a ſynguſet ſynne map 
not anaylſe. Foꝛ certes god al - 
mygßty is al good. And(herfoze he 
forpcueth al 01 effps rghtnought. 
And therfore ſapth ſaput Auſtyn. I 
wote certepnlp that god is enempe 
to eurry ſpunar. And how than he þ 
oBſerneth one ſpune. Shal he haue 
ſoꝛyeuenes of the remenaiit of his 
ther ſpunes.nap. 7 ſertherouer cdtfn- 
aon ſhold be wonder ſorowful 


and 
auguyſſſous. a therfore peueth hun 


god pleynfi his metey. ac therfor jd 
my ſowfe was angupſſſos wpthu) 
me I had remebzatice of God þ mp 
ptaper myght come. to gym. Fouther 
ouer contriad muſt be cdtpnuel a þ 
man gaue ſtedſaft purpoſe to ſhryue 
hem 7 for to amende hem of her ly. 
foiſothly whple contrpaoy laſicth 
man may haue hope of ſorpriencs 
And of this cometh hate of ſpuneþ 
deftropet ſynne boch in hym ſelf a e 
lie in other folRe at his power. fot 
wWhiche Daupd ſaith. ye that ſouen 
god. Hate wyt liednes. Foꝛ truſied 
wel to loue god ts for to loue that he 
ſouetß and hate that he hateth. 

Te ſaſt thyng that a man ſhal 
vuderſtonde in contricion is thys. 
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whcrof anapleth contricion. I ſape 
ſomtpme that contrpcion defpuerpth 
a may f:0 ſpnne. Df whache daupd 
ſapth Iſap quod daupd. J purpoſe 
fermly to ſhrpue me and thou loꝛde 
haſt teſytid mp ſynnc. And rpght ſo 
as (ontricion auapleth not wpthout 
ſapd purpoſe of ſhryfte and ſatiſfac 
aoy.rpght ſoo confeſſpon ne ſatiſ⸗ 
faction auaple not wpthout contry 
cton. For moche (ontrycion deſtro , 
peth the pꝛyſon of helle and maKkith 
wer li and feblethe ſtrenth of the de - 

uyl. And reſtoꝛetß the pefte of the 
holy ghooſt and of aſſe vertues and 
Intercſenſ ytß the ſoule of ſynne and 
delyucreth the ſoulc fro peync of hell 
and fro the company of the deuyl. 
And fro ſeruage of ſynnc. And reſto 
* to alle gooones ſpitutual in to 
the companye and commun pon of 
hoſy chyrche. And ferther ouct hit 
maſipth hym that wßyſom ſone of 
pre. to be the ſone of grace. And aile 
theſe thynges he puttetß to holy wut 
And ther ſoꝛe he that wyl ſette hia cu 
tente to thyſe thun ges he were ful wi 
ſe. Foꝛ thenne he ſhold not in al his 
ſyf haue coꝛage fo ſynne But thenne 
his body and alle hys Herte. he [Hold 
confourme to he ſcruyſe of Jhu cap 
te. And te do hym Fomage fo! 
cextes our ſwete Loꝛd Jheſu Lryſte 
hath ſparpd ve ſo ben yngſy in oure 
folpes that pf he ne had pite on man 
nys ſoule. A ſorp ſonge myght we 
alſe ſynge. 

E vpficit puma pars pantengc. 
Incapit ſecunda pars. 


He ſecond parte of penpff 
f cets confeſſpoy and that 
is ſyngne of contricion. 

Now ſtal pe vnderſtonde what ts 
confeſſyon. and whether if ought nc 
des to be 02 none. and whiche thyn 
ges hen cournabſe to verty confeſſy 
on. Fyrſt ſhalt thou vndetſtoude þ 
tonftſſyon is verry ſhc wyng of ſyn 
ne to he perf. this is to ſayc very . 
Foil ße muſt confeſſe hym of alle the 
condiaons that be fongpnge to hys 
ſynne as ferforth as he can al muſt 
be ſayd and nothpng cvcuſed ne hid 
ne forwrappid and not auaute hun 
of hys good werkys And ferthero 
uct it 16 neceſſarpe to Buderſtonde 
rhais that ſynnes ſpꝛyngen 
And how they encrecey. and ther bon 
Herre of ſyn nes as ſapth ſari 
Poulc in this wyſt. That rigtit as 
by a mg ſpnne eutryd firſt uy to thes 
Wold, And thrugh that ſynne deyde 
Ipght ſo detß entryd in te alle men 
(Fat ſpnnede!z . And this man was 
adam by whom p ſpune entrid in to 
this world whan he bꝛa ke the com 
matidement of god. 7 theꝛſoꝛ be that 
firſt was ſo mygßty p he ſHolde not 
deped betam ſuche one that he muſt 
nedes depe whether he wold 021100 : 
af 618 pgenpe þ ia i (1s workdthac 
in p manc: ſpune beyen ſolie pin the 
ſtate of inocece wd ads 7 eue were 
na u ed in paꝛadiſe t no ſham had of 
het naſiednen How þ p ſetpet þ was 
moſt wplp of al other beſtys þ god 
had made ſard to the Wornu onaͤded 
god to pou pe ſBold not cte of cuerp 
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ier in paradyſe. The woman anſ⸗ 
werd of the frupt ſapd ſhe of the tre- 
es in paradyſe we fedey $6. Put 
ſothly of the frupt of the tre that i 
in the myddel of paradpſe. God 
forbad Bs fot to efety ne to touche it 
leſt perauenture we ſhal dye. The ſer 
pent ſayde to the woman: nap.nap. 
pe ſhal not dye ef det Foꝛ ſoth god 
wote that what day that ye ete ther - 
of pour epey ſFalle open and pe ſhal 
be as goddes linowynge good and 
Farm. The woman ſa we tzat the 
free was good to fedpng and fapre 
fo tHe epe and delectable to the ſyght. 
She took of the frupt of the tre aud 
ett of if And paf of it to ber huſbon⸗ 
de. And ße tet. And anon the cyen of 
them Bot openyd. And whan they 
© newe that the were na eth. They 
ſo wyd of a fpg tree feeups in manet 
of brecßis to hyden ßet membeps. 
Gere map ye ſce that dedeſy ſyn⸗ 
ne ßatß firſt ſubieſtyon of the fende 
As ſgewytß here by the adder, And 
afterward the delylc of the fleſſh as 
ſhewytß here by E ue. And after by 
conſentyng of reſon as ſhewypth by 
Adam Foꝛ (ruſt wel though ſo we 
re the fende ont etempt yd that ie to 
ſaye the fleſſs And fruyt of ſatpſfa 
on had defpte in beaute of the fru 
yt defendpd. pet certes tyl that re 
ſon that is to ſaye. Adam concentyd 
to the etyng of the frupt. He ſtode 
6e in the ſtate of Innocruce Of 
that Adam to le we tßat ſynne 0:7 - 


gpnal. fo: of hym fieſſpſy deſceuded 
meat and engend:pd of Biſe x 


corupt mater. and whay) the ſouſe ig 
pit in our right anon is con 
tract oꝛygynal ſpune. 7 þ was onſy 
peyne of concuppſcence. whiche is af 
ter ward both pepne and ſynnt. And 
therfoꝛe be we al hom ſoncs of wra 
the and of dampnatpoy perdurable 
pf ne were Gapteſme that we recpue 
whiche benpmeth Ys the culpe. But 
foꝛſotß the pepnes dwefle wytß vs 
as the temptacion. Whiche peyn hy 
ght concupiſcencie. Andthts con, 
piſcencie whay it is wrongfulty dif, 
poſed oi 0:depned ty man Hit ma⸗ 
t:eth hym coue yte couctyſc of fleſſhe 
and ſleſſply ſpune by ſpght of his c 
pen as to the erthe(p t ynges. 
And eie couctpſe of bpghnes by pꝛy⸗ 
de of erte. Now as fot to ſpehe of 
the firſt couckpſe that is concupyſſen 
cr after the ſawe of our membꝛys þ 
were laufuſſy made and bp rpgh -. 
ful Jugement of god. I ſape for as 
moche as a man is not o 
to god that is his ſoꝛd. Therfoze is 
his herte to hym dyſobeyſaunt. t ꝛu⸗ 
gh concupiſcenae. Hit is Impoſſp - 
ble but he be tempted ſom tpme and 
noped in his fleſſf to ſynue. And 
this thyng may not faple as ſongr 
as he lyuetj Hit may wel weve ſe⸗ 
ble and fayle by vertu of baptiſme 
And bp the grace of god ttzrugt 
penytence But fuſſy ſhaf it 
neuer quenche. That he 
ne ſhal ſomtyme be meuyd in hym 
ſelf but pf ße were aff refrepned b 
ſpkres oꝛ by malpce of ſorſerye 


or colde dzpnſkes. Foꝛ what ſapth 
ſapnt Pauſe . Fhe fleſſy couctetij a 
penſt the ſpitite. g the ſpirite apenſt 
the fleſſh they ben ſo tonttar pe. And 
ſo ſtryuen that may may not doo al 
icway as fe walde . The ſame ſaynt 
Poufe after 55s grete penaunce in 
water and in ſonde by npght and by 
dap by grete parpl and in grete pam 
in fonde in grite fampy and thriſt in 
colde and ones ſtoned almoſt to deth 
pet ſapd he alas I catpf man 
who ſhal deſyuet me f:0 the pꝛyſon 
of mp catpf body. And ſapnt Ihe - 
rome ſapd. whay he ſong tyme hade 
d weſſyd in deſert wher as he had no 
copant but beſtes Wher as he had no 
mete but heꝛbia t wateꝛ to his dun 
ne no bed but the nale d erthe, For 
whicße his fſeſſhe was blacd as an 
cthpope fot hete 7 deſtroyed fc * colde 
pet ſapd he the brennyng of lecherpe 
boplled in aſſe his body. wherfor I 
wote wel ſylerſy that thep be decey⸗ 
ued that ſape that they be not temp ⸗ 
ted in her ſede ſpryngyng. As well 
may a choiſ be ſauyd as the ſoꝛd the 
ſame dethe þ the choꝛſe ta kKytß the 
ſoꝛde talyth. wherfore I re 
de doo ryght ſo by tp choulr. 
As thou woldeſt they ſoꝛd dpd wpteh 
the pf tou were in his plygßt 
£ucry ſpuful man io ch02l to ſyn⸗ 
ne I rede ſße certes thou lord p tho 
rewſe the in ſuche wyſe that the cho: 
fre tatßet ſoue the thenne hate the. 
J wote weſtßere is degte aboue de 
are as teſon is and ſliyſle ia p m 
doo her deuo pet there as it dur But 
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eerfes evtoꝛcions 7 deſppte of youre 
Bnderfpnges is dampuable, And 
furthermo2 Bnderſtonde well tat 
cõquetouts 02 tirantis ma iti en wel 
oſte thraſſys of them that ben bore 
of as ryalſ blood as they that tem 
conqurrph). This name of 
thraſdom was never Fnowen crrſt 
tpl that Noe ſapd. His ſone canaan 
ſhold bethraf to his BretHery ſoꝛ his 
ſynne. what ſape we thennc of tex 
that pplle and do evtoꝛcions to Folp 
chirche. Lertes the ſ werde (Gat 
men ycuen firſt to a Enpght whan 
he is nc we dubbpd ſignefpeth that Fe 
ſhold defende hoſy chyrcße and not 
robb. them. And wf o 
ſoo dotß is a traytour fo Ctyſie as 
ſapth Dapnt Auſipy, Tho bey 
the deuelſys woli:pe that firangriry 
(Ge ſherp of Teſts E rpſte and doon 
woꝛſc than wol upe: 

For ſoth wßan the wolf hatß ſul hie 
wombe ße ſtentetß to ſtrangſe ſFerp. 

But ſotß ly the pylſours and diſ⸗ 
tro pers of goodes of ßooſy ch yrißt 
do not ſo. Forthye ſtynte ncuet 
to pylſe. Now ßaue J ſaid ſyn 
ſoo ia that ſpnne was fprſt cauſe of 
thtaldom aud ſubicctton. 

Hut cettes ſytß the tpme of grace 
cam. God oꝛdeynco that ſom ſole 
ſhold be made more '1y ßyaß dearr < 
ſom faltic more ſore eſtate and fy 
aber. And that cuctiche ſFold be 
ſcrupd in 6perſtate and his degree. 
Aud ther for in ſom conttes there as 
they bey tfrallps when tBep haue 
toned hon to the feitß they malte her 
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thrallps fre out of thraldory. And 
therfot certes the lord owytß to hys 
man. that the man 0weth to the loꝛd 
The popeclep ytß hym ſelf ſeruaunt 
of ſeruaumtes of god Put for as 
moche as — — of holy chyteße 
mygßt not be Kept in reſte ne in pees 
in erthe. But pf god had ordepned þ 
ſom men haue hyer degre- And 
ſom mey lower. Thetfoꝛe was ſoue 
rapnte oꝛdeyned to liepe and mayn⸗ 
tene and defende her vnderſynges oꝛ 
het ſubiectes in reſon as fer ſoꝛtß as 
it ſpeth in het power. And not to deſ 
tropyt hem ne confounde. wherfor JJ 
ſaye thylli ſoꝛdes ben wolups that 
der ourey the poſſeſſpons oꝛ the catel 
of other ollie wꝛongfuſſy wpthout 
mercy 02 meſure, They ſhul be refe - 
upd by the ſame meſure that they ha 
uc meſured to pouꝛe folk for the me: 
cp of Jheſu Lryſte but they it amen 
de. Now ſßul pe vnderſtonde in 
what maner ſynne we vetß and en - 
creſpth in man. The firſt thyng ie p 
noryſſhing of ſyn of which ſpa 
byfore that is concupycence. And 
after that cometh ſubieſtpeyy of the 
deuyl that is to ſape the deuyſſys be 
lo we. wytß Which he bo wetß in ma 
the fpre of concupytence. And 
after that a may be thyn belß hym 
whether he wold doo oꝛ no that thin 
ge to whiche he is tempted And than 
pf that a man wytßſtonde and wey 
ue the firfi tyſyng of his fleſſhe and 
of the ſende. than it is no ſymie. And 


pf ſo be ße do not than feleth he anon 


a flame of deſyte. And than it ia 
good to bewaar ( to ſiepe gym well 
0: eſlys ße wyl falle anon in to ton 
ſentyng of ſynne. And than wyl 
he do i y ſe may Fame tyme x ſpa - 
ce: Aud of this mater ſayth Moyſes 
by the deuyl in this maneꝛ. The fen⸗ 
de ſayth A wpl chache and purſirwe 
che ma bp wyeliyd ſubgeſtyon . and 
I wyl gonte hym by meupng oꝛ ſie⸗ 
ꝛyng of ſynne. And A wyl departe 
mp ptyſe 02 my pꝛap by delpbetaciõ 
And my lyſt ſhal be accomplyſſhcd 
in defpte. A wyl dra we my ſwerde u 
conſentyng. Foꝛ certes right as a 
ſ werde departeth one in two perys 
Kight ſo conſentyng depatteth god 
ſiom man. And thenne wyl I 
ſce hym wpth my honde in deth off 
ſynne. Thus ſapth the fende. Foz ct 
tes thenne is a man al dede in ſoul. 
And thus is ſpune complpſſhed by 
temptacion. h delyte and by conſen 
tyng. And thenne ſynne is cleped 
a meruaylſe. Fo: ſoth ſynne is in 
two maners. citheꝛ it is ven pal 02 de 
deſy ſpnne. Dothſy wßan a man ſo 
uetß onp creature moꝛe thay Iheſu 
Cryſte out creatour thenne if is dede 
ſy ſynne. And ven pal ſynne pf a 
man ſoue Jheſu cryſt ſeſſe than hym 
ought. Foꝛſotße the dede of this ven 
al ſpnne is ful pet yſous fo: it ame 
nuſitß the ſoue that men ſhold haue 
to good more. And tßerfoꝛ pf a man 
<arge moꝛe hym ſelf wytß many ſit 
che ven pal ſynnes certis but if ſo be 
that he diſcharge of them by ſhrift. 
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they map well lygheſp amenuſe iy ¶ man toꝛnetß ſis Ferte from god wh 
hym al the ſoue that he hath to Ageſu che that is derry ſourrayn bounte h 
cryſte, . And in this wyſe ſuyppetß map not be channged. And peuetß 
ven yal ſynne in to the dedeſy ſynne his herte to a tnyng that may chaun 
Fot certes the more that a man char ge and flytte. And certes tHat is cuc/ 
getß his ſo wie wyth ven yal — ry thyng ſaue god of ſeuen. Foꝛſoiß 
the more ia he inclpned to dedelp ſyn pf that a man ycue his ſoue wh iche 
ne. 7 therfo2e leet vᷣs not be neckigent he owetß to god wyeh al his herte vn 
in deſchargyng Vs of venyal ſynne. fo a creature crrtes ſo moche of ſoue 
Fot the pꝛoueibe ſapth many ſmaſe as he yeurtß to ſuche a creature. ſoo 
maketha gretr. And her hene this mocße berructß fe fro god. And 
enſample A grete wawe of the ſce o tzerfoie doth ße ſynne foꝛ he that 16 
meth ſomtyme wpth a gretea vyo · dettour to god ne peldetß not alle hia 
lence that it dꝛenchyth the ſhyp dette to god that is to ſape alle the ſo 
andthe ſame harme doo ſomtpme ue of his hertr. Now ſpth a may vu 


the ſmaſe dꝛopes of water. That en⸗ 
tre thurgß a lptpl creups in the thur⸗ 
ro and in the hotom of the ſhyp pf 
me bc ſo negfygent þ they dyſcyarge 
hem not by tpme, And ther ſoꝛc al 
tough therc be difference betwene 
tjpſe two cauſes of dꝛenchyng pet al 
gatrs the ſpp is dreynt. rygßt ſo fa⸗ 
nutze it ſomtyme of dedeſy ſynne 7 of 
anopous penpaſ ſynnes wh thep 
mulkeplpe in may ſo greteſy that the 
wo iſdly thynges þ he loucth th:ugh 
whiche he ſynnetß ven yalp is as gre 
te in his ßerte as the four of god 01 
moꝛe. And tßet ſoꝛe the loue of cuerp 
thyng that is not beſet ne don pꝛynci 
paſſy for goddes ſatie . Il though a 
man ſoucthfaſfe than god yet is it 
den pal ſprme. And dedelp ſpune 
is whaͤ the ſoue oſ ony thyng wepeth 
in tße berte of man as moche as the 
foue of god oi more. Dedeſy ſynne 
as ſayth ſaynt Auguſtyty is wßan a 


derſtondetß generaſſy whiche is Fe / 
nyall ſynne Than 16 it couenaubſt to 
tellefpecyally of ſpunes whiche that 
many a may perauentire dorm h 
ße m not ſpunys and ſhryuetß them 
not of the ſame ſpunes. And pet 
neuc:thefes they be ſynucs. And ſots. 
lp as cler des wꝛyten thes is to ſap þ 
euerp tyme tßat a man etetß 7 dꝛyn⸗ 
keth mote thay ſuffyfetß to ſuſie 
naunce of ßis body crrteyn he dot g 
ſynne. Ell whey Fe hardcnctß not 
the compſeynt of the poure men. 

E Re whay ße ſpe r etß moꝛe than it 
nedetß it 16 ſynne E ie wan he ie in 
heſtße of body 7 wyl not ſaſte wi an 
offer men faſte wyth out cauſe reſo. 
nable. £ ke whay Fe ſſcpetß more 
than nedetß. oꝛ whay Fe cometh by 5 
enchoſen to fate to cHireFe 02 to othet 
werkes of cGarpte © fe wh0n fe x 
ſetg ßis wpf wptf outen deſpre ſour 
rayn of engendrure fo tfoncut off 


> [ 
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F$od02 fon Gent? to pelde ſis wyfthe 
aeg body. E lie whay he wpl 
not vyſite the ſyſte oꝛ the ptpſoners 
Way he may. E be pf he four wyff 
oꝛ childe 0: ouy other worldlp thyng 
more thay crſon requareth. E lic pf ſe 
flatere 0: blaundpſe mote than hym 
ought fo: ony neceſſvte. Re pf he a 
menuiſe 02 wpthdrawe the almes of 
the poure . © tte pf be aparaple fps 
mete moꝛt delpaonſly thay nede 18 
oꝛ cte n to haſtelp by ſychorouſnes 
Eke pf he tal ac vᷣanytets in the chit 
che 02 at goddes ſcruyſe oꝛ that fie be 
a taſ dcr of pdle wordes of folp 0: 
of vᷣylou ye. For ße ſhal prize acoun⸗ 
tes of it at the dap of dome. lie 
whan hc beHoterh o: aſſureth to doo 
tzpngcs that he may not prrfo:me , 
£ Ac whan he ſpghtnes of folpe mr 
ſcyetß oꝛ ſcomprs his neygß bout. 


dc whay ße Hath ony wyc bed ſuſ 


pecion of thpiu there be woot of hit 
uo ſothfaftnes . Theſe thpngrs and 
moo wptfouter nombre be ſynnes 
as ſapth ſaynt Auſtyn Nowſhal 
pe vndeſtonde that al be it ſoo that 
none erthlp man map tſchewe al Be 
npaſl ſpnace. pet may he refrene ßvm 
by the brennyng louc that Fe Farh to 
out ſoꝛd eſu c:pſte. And bp p2a- 
prrs and confeſftoy and other goode 
werkics ſo that it ſGal but ſytyf gre / 
ue. Foꝛ as ſapth ſapnt Auguſtyn 
pf a man four god in ſuche mane! p 
al that euer he doth is in the ſouc of 
god 02 fo: the ſoue of god ſoſte how 

myliyſ that a drop? of water that 


— ea ane ©. in 
nopeth 02 greuetf ſo mpltpl anop - 
ch a venyaſ ſynne vnto a may that 
is perfpght m the loue of Ih «iſ 
chen map alſo tefreyne Benpalle 
ſpnne bp the recepupng of the prea 
ous body of Theſu Lryſte. by recep 


uyng elte of holy water. by almrg 


dede. by general con feſſyon of confp 
teoꝛ at maſſe and at pꝛyme and com 
pſpne. And by blpſſpnge of byſſhop- 


pps and of prerſtes. And hy other 
good werkips. 


De ſeptem peccatis mortalibus. 
Incipit de ſupctbta. 


Ow it 16 behoueſy ih ynge 

n to teſſyn wheche ben dedelp 
ſpuncs chat is to ſaye caps 

tif of ſynnes Alle they renne in to co 
ſis but in dyuerce maner. Now be 
the cleped captifs foꝛ as morhe as 
they be chyef and ſpryngyng of alle 
other ſynnes Of the rote of thyſe vu 
ſpunps is pꝛyde the gencral rote of 


al Farmpes fo: of this rote ſptyugen 
certepy braunchis. as Jre,enupe. ac⸗ 


cidpe, oꝛ ſſou gj. auance. oꝛ couctyſe 
to comyn vnderſtondyng. glotonye 
and lecherpe. And tuctiche of thyſe 
ſpnnes hath his bꝛaumches and hye 
twpgges as ſhalle Be decfarcd in het 
chapptres foſo wyng and though fo 
be that may Enowyth not Stterlyp 
tgo nombre of the twygges and off 
the harmys that comen of pryde. pet 
wyl I ſhe we a partpe of them as pe 
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ſhel vnberſtonde. ther is inobedrence 
auaumtyng. ypocryſpe deſpyte. arro 
gancye.. Impuadence ; ſmellpng of 
here. Inſolenct. E lacyon. pertyna- 
cpe. den gloꝛye. And other twyggis 
that I can not declare. Inobedy 
int is he that dpſobepeth for deſppte 
to the commanundement of god and 
to his ſoucꝛayns a to his goſtfy fa / 
det. Auatitour is he that auaunteth 
hy of the harme 0: of the bownte p 
he hath don. Ipocrpſpe ia he that hy⸗ 
dei to ſhewe hym ſuche as he is 
And ſhewed hym to the peple to ſeme 
ſuche as he is not. Dyſpytous is he 
that hath diſdaign of his nepghbour 
chat ie to ſaye of his cum crpſtry a 
hath dyſpyte to doo that hym ought 
ta do. Attogaunt is be that thun keth 
that he hath that bounte in hym that 
he hath not. oꝛ wenctfh that he ſholde 
haue it by his deſerte. 02 elſys that he 
demeth that he be that he ts not. Im 
prudent is he that foꝛ his prpde hat 
no ſhame fo: his ſpnne. Sweſſyn⸗ 
ge of herte is whan a man retopſeth 
6pm of harm that he hatt don. Inſo 
fent is ſe that drſppſeth in hi Juge - 
ment alle othc2 foſlie as to the regar 
of his walewe and of his conynge 7 
of his ſpcE-png and of his berpnge . 
E late is he whan he map nether ſuf 
fre to haue mayſtet ne ſoſo we. Im⸗ 
pacient ia he that wyl not be taught 
ne $ndernome of his vyces and bp 
ſaryft warrytß ayenſt trouth wetyn 
gly and defendetß his folp. Lontu- 
mav io he þ thrugh has Indignagia 
is apenſt euery auctoꝛpte 02 po wet 


of them that ben his ſoucrayns Pres 
ſumpſion is wh an a may taneitß 
an empiyſe that hy ought not to 
doo. 02 eſſys ge may it not doo. And 
that is caſſyd ſutquydty. Ittcucten 
ic is whan a man doth not hon oute 
there as hym 0ught to doo and wey 
teth to be 2euerenced. Pettynacy ts 
whay a man defendeth his folp and 
truſterh to mp pl to his owen wrtte 

Deyn glotpe is foi to haue pompe 
and delpte in temporeſ hygnes and 
gloꝛyfye hym in wo:ldpeſtates. Jan 
geſyng is whay a man ſpelipts to 
myſiyſ to for folke t clappvtß as 
a myſſe and ta leth no kepe what 
ße ſapth. And thert is yet a pꝛeuy ſpy 
ct of pryde that wayteth firſt to be 
falewed 0: he ſalcwe. all be he ſeſſe 
woꝛttzy thay that other it perauetur 
and ele he waytetß to ſytte 02 to go 
aboue hym in the wepe 02 k yſſe pav 
oꝛ be ſenſyd oꝛ goo to offryng be foꝛc 
his neyghbout 7 ſucſe a pꝛude de ſy⸗ 
te to be magneſped a honouted be⸗ 
ſoin the peple. Now ben ther (wo 
ma nets of pꝛyde that one of them rv 
wyth in the herte of a man. And that 
other is without. Df whiche ſoꝛſaid 
thinges and moo than 7 haue ſapde 
appertepncy to the pꝛyde his wythin 
the herte of man. And there be alſo 
offer ſpytes of prpde þ be withoutrn 
Hut ncucttheſcu one of thyſe ſpytts 
of p:pde is ſygne of that othe2 Right 
as the gap leffrſ of kanernes 18 ſigne 
of the wor that 16 in the ſeſet And 
this ſa in many th ynges as in ſprefie 
in contenaunce in outtagtouſnes. 
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ef % fing Cxyſt wolde not 
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eee. the derthe of i i 
and for gos ſtrangenes. ſoꝛ his dyſ - 
guyſynges and for the ſuperfluptco: 
fo: the Jnoꝛdyngte ſcautnes. And to 
the fprſt ſpune chat ia m ſuperfſuyte 
of clothpng . whiche that ma bicth it 
ſo dete to harm of the pepſe that on 
lp the coſit of the enb620 wdyng. Toe 
dyſgyſyng endentyng. oꝛ barrpng. 
o1undpng. palpng and ſembſabſe wi 
ſc of cſothpng in vanyte. There is al 
lo coſtſcw furtyng in gownes. And 
alſo mpt:pl pounſpng of cheſeli to 
make hoolya fo mpEpl daggyng 
of ſheris wyth the ſuperflupte in ſen 
gthe of the foꝛſaid gownps trayſuig 
in the dung and in the mpre on $026 
and clic on foot as wel of man as 
of woman that al that treyſyng ic 
veryſy as in effect waſted . conſumed 
tredbare and toten wpth dung ra- 
ther than it is ycuen to the poure. to 
grete domage of the forſapd pourc 
follie and that in ſondꝛy wpſe. thps 
is to ſapn the mo:e (Fat cſot⸗j is waſ 
keo the more muſt it coſie ſoꝛ the ſcar 
ſenes. And furtherouct yf they wol- 
de ycuc ſuche potuiſyd and daggyd 
cſoihjis to the poute folke . It is not 
conurnyent to were ſoꝛ het eſtate ne 
ſuſſpaent to her neceſſyte. On that o 
Her ſpde fo: fo ſpelie of the diſghoꝛdy 
nat ſcantnes of cſotyng as ben thyſr 
.. ited ſſoppis 02 Fdfelines þ tFrugh 


her ſhortnea couet not iße Fameſull 
membres of a man to wycliedenten 
te. Alas ſonunc of them ſnewe in the 
ſhap and the boos of the houyble 
ſwollen membups that ſemen 
the maladpe of hyrma in the wrap- 
pyng of her hoſyn and elbe the but 
to l liys of hein bhpud that farey 
as ia were the hytiderparte as a ſhe 
ape in the ful of the mone. And 
moꝛe ouer the wretchyd ſwellyng 
memb:ps that they ſhewe in dyſgy - 
ſyng in departyng of Fer hoſyn whit 
and rede ſemeth that half the preup 
membꝛys weren flepy. Aud ſo by þ 
they departe their hoſey) ty other co - 
ſouꝛa as tewhpte and hᷣſa li 02 whpt 
Adn bfewe oꝛ blacke and reed 
and ſo forth. Than ſemet it as by 
varpaunce of cafour that half the 
parte of his preup membꝛys ben co: 
ꝛupt by the fpre of ſaput dntonyc 
0: by Lanker.o: bp other ſuche nuſ 
chauntes. pet of the hynderparte off 
het butto li a it is wel hoꝛtyb le for to 
ſer Foꝛ crrtes in that partpe of her 
body there as they purgey her ſtyn 
E yng o2dure. ehat full party ſhewe 
they proudly to the people in deſpp⸗ 
te of Foneſte whiche honeſte that 
Iheſu Liſt and his frendes obſer- 
urd to ſhewe ty his (pf. Now as to 
outerageous arap of woman. god 
woote though the vyſage of hem ſe⸗ 
me ful chaſe 7 debonapr. pet notoſy⸗ 
en they in theyt arape of a tpre . ſy⸗ 
<020uſnes and pꝛyde. I ſape pot þ 
honeſte in clotyng of man and wo - 
man is Pncouenable 
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Out certes the ſuperfliryte 01 dpſordi 
nat ſttarcete of cloting is repzouable 
Alſo the ſynne of omement 01 in ap⸗ 
pareyl as in thynges that appertey - 
ne to rpdpng . as ty man delprat 
horſes that be holdey fot defpte by 
cauſe they be ſo fapr fat and coſile - 
we. and alſo many vicious knaue 
mayntened bp cauſe of them. And i 
curpous harneps as in ſadſes. cio - 
pets. peytteſſya. and brydles coue⸗ 
rpd wpth prectous clouth and rife 
barres and plates of gelde and ſp(- 
uer, Fo: whiche god ſaytß by za lt as 
rye the prophete. I wyl conforide the 
rpders on ſuche hoꝛſis Theſe ſoltte 
ta ien lityl regarde of ndpng of god 
des ſon e and his harneys whey he 
cood Ypon) an aſſe and had none o⸗ 
ther harneps but the clothts of pouꝛe 
deſaples. Ne we rede not that he rode 
euer on onp ather heſie. I ſpe k thus 
that of ſuperflupte.not ſo1 the Foneſ 
te whan reſoy it requypreth. And ſer - 
ther ouer certes pryde is greteſp noty 
fped in hol dyng of grete mepne wha 
they be of ſytyl pꝛouffyt. And name 
ly whan the meync 16 feſonous and 
domageous to the peple by hal dy ⸗ 
nes of het ſoꝛdſhip oꝛ by wepe of oſ⸗ 
fycr Foꝛ certes ſuche ſoꝛdys ſeſſen ſer 
ſoꝛſhippes to the deuyſ of ßeſlc. wi aͤ 
they fuſtepne tfe wyckednes of fer 
meyne oꝛ cſſys whay theſe fol be off 
ſowe degre as tgey that hol dẽ ß oſiel 
rpes ſuſtepy theft by their ßoſieſcro 7 
fat is i many maners of diſcepfrs 
ſuche maner of follit hen the fps þ 
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ſolo wen the hony. D1cllpe tfe ſou⸗ 
des that folowey the cateyn which e 
foꝛſayd folk ftrangſty ſpytituel ly 
her ſoꝛdſ hip. For whiche dauyd ſarth 
Wycktednes moot come on the loid 
ſtbippis. And god gpue that they mo 
we deſcende doun in to helſe. Foꝛ in 
her Houſes ic inyqupte and ſhrew d 
nes and not god of heuen. and cet 
tes yf thou doo no mendemet right 
as god paf his bſyſſyng to la ban by 
cauſe of Jacob and to Phat ao for 
the ſeruytt of Joſeph. Right ſo wyll 
god yc ut his maliſon to ſuche ſoides 
that ſuſteync te wyc lie dnes of her 
ſeiuauntes. E ut the comyn pꝛyde of 
the table apperpth ebe ful ofte fo: 
certes riche men be eſpyd to feſips 7 
poure fofl: be put awep and 1<bu - 
ned. And there is evceſſe of Tpuerſe 
metcs and dryn kes and namely off 
curpous mane: of ba Re and 
of ſambla ble x aſt ſo that it is abu 
ſion fot to (hpnke:; And ce in grere 
pirciouſnes of Beſſel and cunoſite of 
mynyſtralcpe by te whichc a man 
tis ſtyred moꝛe to che deſytes of ſuvu 

rpe.pf ſo be that he ſette his herte the 
(eſſe vᷣpon out ſoꝛd If qu Cryſt tet 
teyn it is a ſynne. And certes ii t dely 
cate mei ya 7 the delpte mpg be ſoo 
grete in the caas h men mpabe the 
\pghelper faſſe on hem th to dedeſp 
ſynnc. The ſppeccs þ ſourden of pry 

de Hotßſy is whan (fp ſourden off 
maſyce pmagpned and auyſed and 
fory caſt 01 efkps of vᷣſage. ben dede 

ſy ſpnnes it is no doubt 7 whe tfep 


6 ut 


a ihyng to good entente. 


ſourden bp freeſte Pnaupſed ſodeyn 
lp. 7 ſodeynſy wpthdrawe agayn. al 
be they greuous ſpunes. I geſſ 2 ſup 
poſe they be not dedely Now myght 
nien ape wherof that pꝛyde ſourdeth 
a ſpryngeth. And I ſap þ ſomtyme 
if ſpryngetß of goodes of nature, (7 
ſomtpme of the goodes of fortune 7 
ſoͤt yinc of the govdes of grace, certes 
the goodes of nature ſtdden in the go 
des of body 0: of ſoule. certcs the go 
des of the body be heſc of body ſtreth 
dcſpuernes. bcaute genttye 7 fraun 
hyſe. The goodes of natue of the 
ſoule ben good witte ſharpe vnder 
ſtondpng ſubtiſ engen ye. virtu na 
furl good memoꝛpe. Ooodes of for 
func ben rpchcs  Hygh degres of lo. d 
ſhrppts 7 prepſpi1ges of the people. 
Goodncs of grace bery ſcycucc po 
wer to ſuffte ſpirituel ttauapſe. be 

dpgnptres. Vertuous contemplacion 
wythſtondyng of tanptacton 7 fem 
blable thynges. Of whiche ſoꝛſayde 
goodes certes it 16 a grete folpe a ma 
to pꝛyden hym in ony of them alle: 
Now as foꝛ to ſpeke of goodes off 
natutt god wote that ſom tyme we 
haue hem in nature as moche to on: 
domage as fo our pꝛouſſpt. As fo: 
to ſpe Re of heſe of body certes it paſ 
ſyth ful ſyghtſy And cle it ia ful of 

te thenchoſon of the ſekencs of the 
ſouſe foꝛ god woot the f{c{1h 16 a ful 
grete enempe to the ſouſe And ther 

for the moꝛe that a body 16 he ol. the 
moꝛe Ge we in parpſto falſe, 7. ke 
2fo pꝛyde hym in bio ſiren grhe off 
it is a grefe foſye. Fo: cArfrs 
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of fleſſh conepteth apenſt the ſpyrrte 
«nd cuct the moꝛe ſtroger the fleſſhe 
is. the ſoꝛyer may the ſoule be. And 
oner al this ſtrength of the body 7 
woꝛſdſy hardynes cauſetß ful ofte 
many men to perylſe and mynchau 
ce, E ue ſo to prpde hym of his gen 
trye. ii is ful grete folpe. Foꝛ ofte ty⸗ 
me the gentrye of the body begpn / 
neth of the gentrpe of the ſouſe. Aud 
lie we be alle of one fader and of 
one moder. And al we ben of one na 
tute totyn and conupt both riche 7 
poure. For ſotßh a manct gentryc 16 
fo: to pꝛyſe p appareyſſeth mannca 
coꝛage wytß vertucs 02 motalptees 
and malt pth hym a crpſtey chylde. 
Fo: ttuſieih wel that what me that 
ſpune ouer mayſtryde is very chozlk 
to ſpune Now ben there thre gene ⸗ 
rat thpnges of gentylnes as eſche / 
wpng of vpces 02 rpbaulkdrye. And 
ſcruage of ſynne n woꝛde 7 werke 
ty) contenatice 7 Vſpng vertu ag cur 
teſpe clenneſſe 7 to be lpberalle that 
id to ſapeſarge by meſure. Fo: that 
that paſſpth meſure is folpcand ſyn 
ne another is that he temembꝛe hym 
of the bounte that he of other fol be 
hath recepupd. Anothet is to bemng 
ne ouct his ſubgette. wherfoꝛe as 
ſapth HeneKe. There is nothyng 
mor coumable to man of hygh es 
tate thay debonarpte. 7 theſe fleſſh y 
men pry bees whan they make 
het Kyng they cheſen one that fath 
non pꝛyehe whetwyth he map ſiyn 
ac. Another is a man to haue a 10 
ble Ferte and a dylygent tatteyn to 
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hye vertuous thynges. Certes ac ſo 
who that prydetß in the goodes off 
fortune he is ful [pke a greet fole. 

Foi ſomtyme a may is a full grete 
man by the moꝛo we that 1s a wiet⸗ 
che oꝛ a caytif oꝛ it be nyght. 7 ſomty 
me deſytes oe may ben cauſe of git⸗ 
uous maladye thotugß whiche he de 
peth Lertes the commendacyon of 
the pepſe is ſomtyme ful fafs 7 full 
bꝛotyl ſoꝛ to truſt This day they prep 
ſe. to moꝛowe they blame. god Woot 
E ke deſyre to haue commendacion 
of the peple Bath cauſyth deth to ma⸗ 
np a man. Now certes a may fo pꝛy 
de hym in the goodes of grace is cke 
an outrageous folpe for the pef 
tes of grace that ſhold haue tourned 
hpm to g0v23:;22 i ro medecpne tout 
nyth to venym and to confuſion. as 
ſapth ſapnt gregote. Now ſpth that 
ſo is that pe haue vnder ſtonde what 
is prpde and whiche be the ſppcrs of 
it And how mennps piyde ſourdeth 
and ſpryngyth Now ſhal pe vndet⸗ 
ſtonde which ts the remedpe againſt 
pꝛyde. And that is humylyte 02 me 
kenesThat isa vertu thrugh which 
man hat very R nowſcche of hym 
ſelf and ßoldetß of hym ſelf no deyn 
te ne no prpce as in regarde of his de 
ſettes conſydetyng cuct ßis freeſte. 
Now ben there thre mane:s of hum 
lyte. as humplpte in erte aud ano 
ther in the mouth. And the tßyrde in 
werb ys. The fumpſpte in herte is in 
foure maners that 1s whay a man 
holdetß Gyr fff 18 nought worth 


byfoꝛe god of heuey. Anotfer 18 
whay he deſ; pſeth non other man. 
The (h1rde 16. that he techyt⸗ 
not though mey holdefipry nought 
The fou:th is wh an he ie not ſo:p of 
616 hum yſpacion. alſo the hum plpa 
con of mouth is in foi t ij ynges In 
atteperat ſpeche rid he Eno weth 
with his owen moutß p he is ſuchc as 
ße thinſꝛe th p Fe is in his Ferte. Ano— 
ther whan ße prepſeth the debonapr 
te of another man Anda ſſo nothing 
therof amenaſith , Humplyte cken 
wer h yo is in four maners The firſt 
is whan ſe put men before f ym. 
The ſecond is to rheſe the ſoweſt pla 
ce. The thprde is gladly to aſſente to 
good councepk. The fourth16 gfad!y 
to ſtonde in obedpence of his ſc 11 
rapy 02 of Fxm that is hygſct in de 
gre. Certes that is a grete Wweret c cf 
fumplpte. 
SDequitur de Inuidia 
Fter pryde wyl I ſpelt. c off 
a thc foulc ſynuc of cniuye, 

wßyche that ie as by fe 
woꝛde of the pßyſoſopßte ſoto ue off 
other menn ys pꝛouſſpt. And after 
the worde of ſaynt Auguſiyy it 16 ſo 
to we of other mennpe wele and Jo 
pe of offer mennps harm. This 
fouſe ſpnne ia platſy apenſk tfe holp 
afoot. Al be it ſo that cucty ſy 
ne is aycuſt the hoſy aFooft, pet fo: 
as moche as be unte appertepnekh) to 
the Folp aFooſie pꝛopeiſy 
nd cnrpe cometh pꝛopetſy of malp 
ce Therfoꝛe it is pꝛoperſp apenſic ibe 
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bounte of the hocſy ghooft. 
Now hath malpce two ſpyces that 
is to ſaye hardynes of hetic and wyc 
ſtednes 0: eſſys the fleſſhe of man ia 
fo õſynde þ he © coſuderpth not þ he 10 
m pune, whiche ia the hardynes off 
the deuyl That other ſpyct of en 
uyt ia Whay a may warrpth ayenſt 
ttouth wHhay that he wooke that it is 
trout And e wßan he warrpth 
th grace that godhath ycuc to hps 
nepghbour, And al this is enupe 
Cettes than ie enuye the werſt ſpn / 
ne that i foꝛ ſothfy af otijet ſyunca 
Br ſouitpinc ayecnſt one ſpepal vettue 
But erttes enup 16 apenſt all manet 
vertucd and al goodnes foꝛ it 16 ſoꝛp 
of af bounte of 616 neyghbouts. 
And i this maner if 16 diuctſe 
from af ſprncs Fo: Vincthe 16 there 
on ſprine that it ne hath ſomme de - 
ſyte in hy ſauronſp enupe that cuet 
hath in hym ſalf angupſſhe andſoꝛo 
we. The ſppces of cnuye 
boy thyſe There is firſt ſoꝛowe of 0/ 
ther mennps goodnes. nd of her pſ 
perpte vught to be Epndlp mater off 
tope Thene is enupe a ſpune apenſt 
A ynde The ſeconde ſpycc of cuuyt 
16 Jope of offer mennps Harme. 
Of this ſeconde ſpyct comers bacbp 
tyng 0! detraction that Fath two ſp1 
tes as thus Dom mc; preyſe het 
nepghbour by wyc led entente. Fo: 
he makers al way a wychked notte 
at the ſaſt ende al way he ma eth a 


. But chat is ſigne of mo:e amc (hd 


ip is that a man be good and do 
=o feape a thyng to good ontente 


. wotkFis al the pꝛeyſyng. A be +: . 
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The hachyter wpltorne al the ao 
nes Vp ſoo doun to his ſhrewde en 
tente. The third is to amen uſe the 
bounte of his neyghbout. The four 
the ſppce of bachytyng is this that if 
men ſpe dt godnes of a man the bac 
byter wyl ſape. per fay pet is ſuche a 
may bettet than he in dyſprepſpnge 
of hym that men prayſe. The fyfthe 
ia to conſente gladlp to her une the 
arme that men ſpe lien of other fol; 
Ge. This ſpune is ful grete and bp 
encreſpth after the wyc bed entente of 
(he bachpter. After bacbptpng co⸗ 
myth grutchyng or murmuraunce 
And ſomtpme it ſpryngeth of Impa 
cpcuce apenſt god and ſomtpme ape- 
nſtc may. Apenſt god is whay a md 
grutchpth agapnſt the pepne of helle 
oꝛ apenſt pouerte 02 ſoſſe of catef o: 
apenſt rapy 02 tempeſt . oꝛ elſys grut 
chet that ſhrewes haut pꝛoſperpte. oꝛ 
cſſya that gode men haue aduerſpte 

and alle tpyſe thynges ſhold men 
ſuffre pacientſy. Fo: they comeny by 
the rightful Jugement and oꝛdynau 
ct of god Homme tpme cometh gruk 
chyng of auarpce as Judas grut / 
chyd apenſt Yagdafene whan ſhe a 
10pnted the hede of our ſoꝛde Aheſu 
Cryſt wytß het precpous opnement 
This maner of murmur is ſuche as 
whan men grutchen of goodnes. off 
that men hem ſelf doon. 02 that other 
folke doon of het owen cateſ 
Domtpne cometß mut mut of pry⸗ 
dc as whay Dpmon the Pharpſce 
aruthpd apenſt Magdaſene whay 
ſhe appꝛochyd to Iheſu Lryſte, 
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And wept at fps feet for het ſpnnes 
And ſomtyme it ſourdethß of en / 
upe whan men dyſcoucten a man 
nps Harm that was prpur oꝛ Bcrpth 
hym on honde thyng that is fals. 
Murmur is ce oſte amonge ſeꝛ⸗ 
tauntes whay her ſouctapns byd⸗ 
den hein doo ſccful ih ynges. 
And fot as mochc as they dat not o- 
penlp wpthſape the conunaudenncut 
of her mapſter. yet wyl they ſape har 
me and grutche and mur mute pry⸗ 
ucſy for very deſpy te. wß che woꝛ 
des men clepe the deupls Pattt no⸗ 
ſter. Though ſo be the deuyl Fad ne 
uet Patcr noſter. 
Put that fol te ycuc ſuche a name 
ſomtyme it compth of J:c 0! of p1p / 
ue hate that noryſſheth rancoure in 
herte as after Iſhal declare. 
Thenne cometh eke bytternes of het 
te Thrugß whyche bytterneſſe cucry 
good dide of hys neyghbouꝛ ſemeth 
to hym byttet and vnſauoꝛ pe. 
Than compth dyſcoꝛde that Unbyn 
deth alle maner of frenſhyp. 
Tenne compth ſcompng of fps 
neygh bout al doo Fe neuer ſo well. 
thenne co;apth accuſpng as whay 
men ſe li en occaſpony to annope hps 
neygh bout. whiche tfat is ly lle the 
craft of the deuyll that wapth botße 
nyght and dape to actuſen vs alle. 
Thenne cometh malpgnyte 
(fruqgh wßyche a may nopetß Hye 
nepghbour pꝛyuyly pf e may 
And pf he nougßt may algate hig 
wyc lied wyl ſhal not wante as fo! 
{0 brenne hto Fhous pꝛyucly 02 m 


poyſen hy1 02 ſkee hys becſtys and 
ſcmbſable thynges. 

Now wyſſ I ſpeRe of the teme 
dye of thps foulkc ſpine of enupe. 

And the firſt is the loue off god 

pryncypaſſy and ſoupnge of hpry 
ſelf and of bps nepghbour. 
Fo: ſothlp that ont may not be with 
out that other. And cryſt wyll in 
the name of tp nepghbour þ thou 
ſhalt vnderſtonde tip brodet. Fo: 
certes af we haue one fader fleſſply 
and one modet that ts ko ſapt Adam 
and Eue. And el one fader ſpi, 
rytucſ. that to to ſape god of hou, 

Thy nepghbour att thow holde 
fo: fo four and wpl hym alle good 
nc. And therfoꝛc ſapth god louc (hp 
Hepghbour as thy ſelf that is to ſap 
fo (pf and to ſoule and ſaluacton. 
And more oner thou ſhalt loue hym 
in worde and benpgne chert and 
monyſſhyng and chaſtyſyng in a 
Vops to comfozte hym and pꝛapc fo: 
ſym wytß alle thy herte Aud in dede 
thou ſhalt [oue 6pm) in ſuche wyſe p 
thou ſhalt do to hy u charpte as 


thou wol deſt were don to thy owe 


perſone And ther ſoꝛc thou ſhalt doo 
to hy no domage iy wyeked wo: 
de ne Harme in his body nein his ca⸗ 
tel ne in his ſoule by entpſing of wie 
lied enſampſe. Thou ſhalt not deſp 


te his wyf nenone of his thynges , 


vnderſtonde ebe that in the name of 
thy neygß bout 16 compꝛeßendyd his 
enemy. certes a m ſhal fone hid c. 
nempe for the romandemnent of god. 
ſothli thy frede ſhal thou louc i god 


n | ip» _ 
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I ſape the enempe ſhalle thou ſour 
cfoꝛ goddps ſake by his commaun / 
d: ment, Foꝛ it were reſo a man 
ſyold hate his cnemye. Fo: ſoth god 
wyl not receyue Bs to hi ſoue that 
ben his enempes Apenſt thre maner 
Ww:onges that his enmpe doth to hum 
ße ſhal doo thre thynges as thus. a 
penſt hate and taͤncoute of herte he 
ſhal ſour hym in herte. apenſt chy⸗ 
dyng and wyr Zed woꝛdes he ſhall 
pꝛape fo: his mempe. Apenſt the wic 
lied dede of his enempe he ſzallk doo 
hy bounte. fo: cryſte ſayth ſoucth 
poure emempes 7 ptaycth for Herr b 
ſpelꝛytß pou hatme 7 ede fot them þ 
yo w chaſen and purſucy doo bonn 
te to hen that pou hat. 

Lo thus commannded vs our lord 
Jeju Lryſte to do to oute enempes 
fo: ſoth natu:e drpucth va to loue ou 
re ftendeg And perfep oute enempes 
haue moꝛe nede to four than our fen 
des And they that mote nede hauc⸗ 
Certea to hem ſhalſ we doo goodnes, 
and certes in that dede haue remem 
bꝛaunce of the ſoue of Theſu Cryſte 
that depde ſoꝛ his cnempes. And fo: 
as moche as that ſoue is the moꝛegie 
uous to perfoutme ſo moche is mo- 
c qtete the merpte. And therfoꝛe the 
ſoupng of our enempe hath confon 
ded the ven ym of the deupl Fo! 
rpg#t as the deupl is confpted bp hit 
mylpte. Right ſo ia he wounded to 
the det by the ſoue of our enempe. 
Certes thay is ſoue medycine that 


chaſelß out the venym of enupe fro 
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Fter enupe wyl I decſa 
re of tie ſynne of Fre. 
a Foꝛ ſoth he that hath 

enuye pon his neva 
bout: Anon compnly wyſ ſinde hun 
maker of wrath in woꝛde 02 in dede. 
Apenſt 6p1y to whom he hatß enupe 
fo: ſothly Fe that is proud 02 emup / 
ous ia ſpgſſtly wroth . This ſpune of 
Ire after dpſcrpupng of ſapnt Au; 
guſtpy is wpclied wpllto be auen / 
gyd bp woꝛde 02 by dede. 
Ire after the Phfyſoſophre is the fer 
uent hloode of man y quyt len in 
his hette trugh wßiche he wyl har, 
me to hym that he Hateth , 
For certes tfe herte of a man vy 1 / 
<afpng and meuyng of his bloode 
we vytß ſo trobſcdthat he 16 cut of al 
Juganecnt of reſons, Hut pe 
ſhul vnderſtonde cat Ire is in two 
maners. Doh of them 18 goode un 
that other is wyc lied. 
The good Jre is by Jefouſpe oſ god 
nes thuigß the whiche a man is w20 
the with wpckednes and agapy wic 
Gednes. And therfoꝛe ſayth the 
wyſc man that pre is better then pla 
pe. this Jre ia wpth deboneprte and 
it is wrath wpthout bptternes not 
w:oth agapnſt the may . but wroth 
with the mpſdede of the maͤ as ſaith 
the ypßcte. Jraſcumuu ct nolite pec- 
care. Now bnderſtdde wyc bed yic 
18 in two mancta p is to ſap ſodeyn 
pre oꝛ haſty pre wptfout aupſement 
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and conſentpig of hys reſon. The 

mcuyng and the ſenſe of this 16 that 
reſon of a man ne conſentith not to 

that ſodeyn pre, And thay it is deny 
al dnotheꝛ pre ia that is ſul wyc lied 

that cometh of feſonye of herte auy⸗ 
ſed 7 caſt byfoꝛe wyth wye lied wyl 
to doo vengeauce 7 therto his reſon 
conſentpth 7 ſothlp th id 16 dedelp ſin 

ne. This pre is ſo diſp{epſant to god 

that it froublpth his tous and cha ; 
ſith the holy gooft out of mannys 
ſouſe and put in hym the ſevenes of 
the deupl and benpmcth the may 
f:0 god that is hig 11ghfulko1d This 
pre is a ful grete pleſaunce to the de/ 

uyl fo: it id the deuilles furneps that 
he cnchaunſith with the fpie of helle. 

Fo certis as fpre is mo2e mpghtpe. 

todiſtrope crthlp thynges thaya no 
the: element. Right ſo ire is myghty 
to diſtrope alſe ſpintuaſſe thynges. 

Lo lie how that fyte of ſmale gledes 
p be almooſt dede yudre aſſhen wyl 
quyc hen apen whay Hep be touchid 
with brymſtone. right ſo pre wol c 
urmo:e quyc hen apy whan it ts to 
chyd with prpde p is coueryd 111919 5 
nys herte. fo: certts prpde may nat 
come ont of no thyng but if it were 
firſt in the ſame thing naturally. as 
fpre ia drawpy out of flyntes with 
ſteel. right ſo is p1pde a mater of pre, 

right as rancour 1s noriſfſher 7 Re 


par tGerof There id a maner free as +» 


ſapth ſaynt Jſodowr, That whay 
men make fire of that tre and concr 
(he cofps of hit wytß aſſhey. Pothly 


the ſyte therof wol ſaſie al a prre o: 
more. and tyght ſo fatith it by tan 
tout. u han hei ones conccyucd in 
the hertes of ſommic mey. Lertes if 
wyl ſaſte perauentute from one eſter 
dap T pl on offer 02 moꝛc. 1EUut cr; 
teu p man te ful fette from the mers 
cp of god al that whpke. In this fot, 
ſapde deueflps folneys they ſoꝛgen 
thre ſhrewps, Piyde than bloweth 
and encteſyth the fpre by chpdpng 7 
Wpcued wo!des, Thane ftondeth 
cup and holdeth the pꝛon vpon the 
erte of men. wyth a pꝛayeroflong 
fonges wyth ſonghetancout. And 
thenne ſiont the ſpune of contyn uch 
ſiiyf and cherſt and betith and fo: 
gyth the v ylayns reproupnges. Lect 
tes this cuiſyd ſynne anopeth both 
the man hym ſelf and che hie neg) , 
bottr. Fo: fothlp aſmoſt of (Fe hat 
that once man Toth to hie nxghbonr 
(oinctß of wrath. For crrtes outra 
geous wrath doth al that cuter te de 
uplcommennderh fyry for fc ſpa, 
reth net6er fo! Liſt ne fo! fig \wete 
modern ie outraceonus anger and 
pre but ſpe eth and fi.fatitipth Fs 
nepghbour fh616 16 a curſyd [pf Wet + 
che ſyf ſhold be Te bonaye 7 ſpyry(u 
that [Fold Ecpe Fre ſoule Crttes 
thia pre or Wrath bynymcth cle god 
dps dure lo2dſFyp 7 that is menus 
ſowſe 7 the four of Firs nyghtours , 
it ſtryuptß al wap elie arent crouth 
if reurth Frm the quyete of Fre Ferte 
ond ſubucrtith his ſowle Ofpre co 
ma thpſeſtynbyngengendtutcc. 
Firſt hate p16 olde wrath renewpd 


bacbytyng of whiche bacbptour ſau 
th ſalamon that they haue two ſwer 
dys wytß whiche they ſle het nepghs 
bours. fo: ſothlp as wyc lied u ia to 
ben ymc his good name as his lyff. 
— is elit in peupiug of wyc⸗ 
ed councepl bp ftaude. 02 for to ye⸗ 
ue counceyl foꝛ to ateyſe — 2 
cuſtompa and taſagys of whiche ſpe 
tzth Salamon. Lpon roryng and 
bere hungry ben lykenud to cruel lor 
Qs In wythhoſdyng oꝛ abredgyng 
of the hpreo: wagys of poure folie 
Fo: whuche the wyſe man ſapth fe - 
de pe hym that almoſt dpeth for hun 
gre. Foz ſothlp but pf thou fede hyen 
thou rſt hym. And al thyſe ben de⸗ 
| Dodeſy manſlaughter 
— thou ſleeſt hym wyth thy 
maner ie wan thou 
— man oi ef ſys 
mo hpry cotuicryl to ſſer a may 
ughtrT in dede is in four mas 
eps, That one is by late. rpght as 
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a Jufſice damped ſyym that is culpa 
ble to the deth, but lete the Juſtice ve. 
waar that h do it ightfulip and þ 
he doo it uot for delpte to ſpute bload 
But for licpyng of ngſtwyſnes . 4; 
nother hompepde is don foz neceſſite 
as whay a ma ſleeth another his de 
fendaunt and that he ne map othet⸗ 
wyſe aſcape f10 his 0We1) deth , Put 
terteyn aud he map eſcape wythout 
ſlaughter of his aduerſarye a jleeth 
hym he doth ſpune. And he ſhal bere 
penaunce as ſoꝛ dedely ſprue. E lie 
pf a man by caas 02 auenture ſhete 


an arowe 01 caſt a ſtoon wpth whi - 
che he [leeth a man it is hompepde. 

& ut pf a woman by necdpgence o⸗ 
uer (pcth her chyl de in ſlepyng It is 
hompepde and dedeſy ſpune. E lie 
wan a man deſtropeth concepcon 
of a chylde 0: makipth a woman ba 
teyn by diyn lies of venym ous het - 
bes thrugh whiche ſhe may not cou⸗ 
— diyn⸗ 
cllys putteth citeyn matery- 
al — in her ſecrete aw to ſſe her 
chylde Oꝛ eflzs doth vn ſtunde ſpune 
by whiche man 02 woman ſhedpth 
his nature in place there as a chyſde 
map not be concepued. D:>lis pf a 
woman haue conceyued a gute Her 
ſelf 3 ſferth het ch yſd. pet is it homp⸗ 
cpde what ſape we elit of women þ 
murdrey her chyſdten fot drede of 
wordeſp ſhame. Lertes it is eli 
an honyble homycyde. F ke 
pf a man aptoche to a woman by 
deſyte of techerpe thrugh wh yche the 
chylde is peryſſhed elſys ſmytetß a 


„ ” ie 
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woman welyngſy by which ger ehif 
de is ſlayn Alle thyſe ber) hompardes 
and dedeſy h0:2pbly ſynnes. pet co⸗ 
myn of pre many moo ſynncs as in 
woꝛde ty thought in dede as wel as 
he that aretfeth vpon god 02 bfafptec 
myth god of whiche he is hym ſelf 
gyſty 0: deſpyſeth god and alle his 
halowes as don thyje curſpd haſout 
dowrs in dpuerſe coutters. Thi cut 
ſyd ſynne do they wean they feylen 
in het herte ful wyc licdly of god a 
hys halo wes Alſo whay they titten 
vn woꝛrtheſp the ſacrament of the a⸗ 
weer Thyllie ſpnne is ſo grete. that 
vnnethe map it be telccid but þ the 
mercy of god paſſyth his werk yo⸗ 
whiche mercy is grete and brnygne, 
There cometh alſo of pre a ferp ans 
ger wohun a man is ſharply amoneſ 
fhed in hie ſhriſt to forkete ys ſyn ic 
Than wyl he be angry and anſſſoe⸗ 
re ohytiy 2 angetſy to defende 02 cy 
cuſyn hrs ſynne. bp vnſtedfaſtnes of 
his fleſſh.oꝛ ellſys he dyd it ſoꝛ to ßol⸗ 
de company wytß his fefawes. 0: el. 
lis he ſayiß. the fende entyſed pn) 0: 
(kkps he dpd it for his yougtß oꝛelſys 
dis compleppoy is ſo cotagrons p 
ſe may not fo:bere, eflps it is deſty - 
ne as he ſapth Into a certept) age. 02 
fps he ſapth it compth hym of gyn 
tylnes of his allcrt:pes c ſemblabl⸗ 
thynges Al ehyſe maner of follte ſo 
wrappyn then in her ſynnea þ they 
wyl not deſpucr hem ſelf. Fo: ſolhſy 
no wyaßt that evcuſytß hm wilful 
fo of his ſynne. map be deſyueꝛd off 
us ſynnc tpl he mekeſp be no wa 


£ 


his ſpune After thenne cometh ſe 4 
ryng that is eypres ayenſt the com 
matidement of god x thts be fallyth 
of anger g of pre. God ſaith thou 
ſhalt not take the name of thy loꝛde 
in ydyl Alſo our ford Ihii cryft ſaith 
by the worde of ſapnt mathe w. ne 
wyl ye to ſwere in al manct nepthicr 
by heuen for it is g tronc nep - 
ther by erthe ſoꝛ it is the benche off 


his feet: ne by ißcruſalem fo? if is the 


tyte of a grete li unge. nc by ty yy e 
de. fo! thou ne mayſt make an fert 
wh yte ne Black . But pour ofthe ſFal 
be. pe. pe.nap.nap. And w at that is 
mo:e cupt. thus ſapth cryſt. For ei 
tes ſa lic ſwere pe not ſo ſyufully n 
diſmembꝛyng of Lryſt by ſculc e. 
te. bones and body Fo: ye thyn be 
he curſpd Je wes diſmembryd y 
not pnough but pr dpſmembre tym 
me ꝛc And pf ſo be that la we compel! 
fe you to ſwert thenne truſe por af 
tet the ſa we of god in pour ſweryng 
4s ſapth ſaynt Jhcrome the fourth) 
chappptre. Thou ſFalk [.epc 
thre condycions. Tfou ſhalt ſu: 
re in ttouth. in dome 7 in tightwyſ 
uo, This is to ſape thou ſhalt 
ſ were ſoth. for cucry leſpug is aycyſi 
Ctyſte. Fo: Cryſte is very troutß. 
And i yn c weſthis that cucty gicte 
ſwerct not compelſyd fauffulkp to 
ſwere. the plagße of Bengeaunce ff af 


ſe not parte from fps Howe WHplire 


Fe Vſyth ſuche vnkawfulſwerynge 
Thou ſFalt ehe ſwere i dome Whey 
go art coͤpelſyd hy the domes mã to 


the name of cryſt to be caſſyd a 
man and lpucth a cryſ⸗ 
ten lyuyng i his techyng. Al they ta 
Be goddis name in ydle. Lo lie ele 
what ſarth ſat peter actuum quar 
to.tfere is none other name Inder 
hey ycuen to may in whiche they 
moot be ſaupd , That is to ſape but 
in the name of Igũ cryſt. Take bes 
pc cłe how that pterioua name off 
Ihũ cryſt as ſapth ſaynt Poule at 
phiſppenſes In nome Hi etc, 
That in the name of ti cucty E ne 
of heuenlp creature oꝛ erthlp oꝛ of 
helle ſhol ſo wen. For it is ſo figh 7 
ſo worſhppfulthat the curſpd fende 
m Fellfeſhold tremble for to Here hit 
named thay ſemed if that inen þ ſwe 
re ſo Forzpbly his bleſſpd name that 
they deſpyſe it mo2e boldly thay dyd 
the curſid Acwes h tremeſtden whay 
they herde ſas name Now cetes ſpth 
þ ſweryng but it be doo af fawfu!lp 
is ſo hooſy deſenden mochte werſe ts 
for to ſ were y t ele nedeſes. 
what ſaye we clic of the that def 
fey tom in ſweryng and holde it a 
ö oꝛ manlp dede to ſwere gre 
s. and what of them that of 


uy Lſage nerſſte not to ſ wert gre 
| and al the cauſe not worthe 


now to that curſed and ſouyble ſ we 
tyng of adinracion and cout a 
as don thyſe fals eunchaumtouts and 
nygromancers in baſyns ful of wa 
ter Oꝛ in a brpgſ{( ſ werde. n a ar- 
cle 0114 a fpre. 02 in a ſholdre goon 
of a ſheep I can not ſape but they do 
. cute 
and alle the feutß of holy chirchr. 

what ſape by then chat belyuey 1 
dym naplis as by ſlpght 02 by noyſe 
of bytdys and of beſtys 02 by forte. 
bp nygromancye. hy dremes. Dp 
chycchyng of doꝛys by gnawpng of 
tattys 02 crackpng of houſps and 
ſuche maner of wretchpdnes. Lertes 
al thus thpng is defended of god and 
clic holy churche. for whiche they be 
curſpd tyl the come to amendement. 
þ on ſuche fplthe ſette their beleue, 
Lharmps fo: won dys 4 maſadyes 
of men 01 of beſtps. pf thep ta le ony 
effect. it map perauenture þ god ſuf 
freth it. foꝛ men ſhold gyue the more 
fryti a reuerence to his name Now 


pl Itpe lie of ſeſynges whiche ge⸗ 


nctaſſy is faſs ſigruficaad of word 


wyth entent to deſcepue hes cuen cnſ 
ten Dom leſyng there is of whiche 
cometh non augiitage to no wpght. 
And ſom leſpng tomneth to the eſe 4 
pꝛouffyt of a may 7 to domage of a 
nother man. Another leſpng fo: to 
ſaue his [pf 02 catef Another ſeſyng 
romp:h of delyte. They wyl 
foigt a longe take and peynte it wth 


c 


Solher wm: 
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al circomſtaricto Wherof al the gtoii 
de is ſaſa. Homme leſyng compth 
2 he wplſuſtepue his woꝛde. And 
leſpug compth of recheliſnes 
wythouten auyſement and ſembla - 
ble (hpnges. Lete $6 now touche 
the vyce of flaterye. whiche count 
not gladly but for drede 02 foꝛ coue⸗ 
tyſe. Flatterye ia generally wrang / 
ful prryſyng. Flaterers ben the deup 
ſys norpces that noryſſheth his cyl 
dren wpth ee mple of loſengery. 
foi ſoch ſapth ſalamoy that flatery 
is woiſe than detraction. For ſomty⸗ 
me de traction ma li pth an hauntem 
may be (Fe moꝛe humble for fe dꝛe⸗ 
detß detraction. But certeyn ſſatery 
ma lietß a man to enhaumct his Ferte 
and ſts coutenaunce. Flaterers ben 
the deuylſes enchauutours fo: they 
matey a man to wenen hym ſelf Be 
lylie. that he 16 not (pe. They be ſyſ 
Judas that betrayed god. And thyſe 
flaterers Betrape a man to ſeſſe jym 
to this enmpe that ia the deupl. Flate 
rers Bey) the deuyſſes chappcſcyncs 
chat ſyngen euer placebo. Itetiene 
flaterye ty vycis of Jre. fo! ofte ty⸗ 
me pf a may be wrotß with another 
Thenne wyl we flatere ſomme wp - 
ght to ſuſteyne pen in his quareſſe 
Spe ie we now of ſizche curſing 
as compth out of prous hertes. Ma 
ſyſon map be ſayd gencraſſy cucty 
maner power of harm ſuche cut 
ſyng bercuctß a ma the regne of god. 
As ſapth ſaynt Pouſe And of ſuche 
cmſpng wrongfully retorneth aven 
to hyin that curſytß. Ava bprde 


r:tornetf agayn to his o wen nefte . 
And ouet alſe thyng men cuaßt tef - 
chewe to curſe her chyldren and fo pe 
ue to the deuyl her engendrure as frr 
forth as in hem ia. Tertes ic ie 4 
grete peryſ and a grete ſynne. Lete 
vs they ſpelie of chydyng and rep2e 
uyng whiche ben grete woundes in 
mannys herfe . Fo: certes vᷣnnethe 
may a md be playuſy actoꝛded with 
hym that he hatß op-nfp reupled. tt⸗ 
pꝛouyd ano dyſcfauudred thts 16 a 
ful griſly ſpnne. As Cryſie fapth in 
the goſpel. And take pe bepe no w 
that ße þ rrpꝛouytß his nepghboure 
By ſome hatme 02 by ſomme peyn 5 
he hath in his body. as meſpl. crof:ed 
harſote: 02 by ſomme ſygne tha be 
dotß. Now pf Ferepreupth bpm 
by harm of pepne. tFenne reto:neth 
the tepꝛef to Iheſu Cryſite. Fo! pep 
is ſent by the 1ghtwps ſonde of god 
and bp his ſrrfratice. be it me ſelt ye 
oꝛ mapinc oꝛ maſadye. 

And pf be repreue hym Bnctarpta 
blp of ſp1ne. thou hoſout tFou dron 
Befewe Farſot and ſoo forth tÿcun⸗; 
appecrtepned rt ko trioyſyng of the de 
uyl that cuet hath ioye that men don 
ſynnt. And crrtes chydyng map not 
come but of vyſcynous herte Fo: 
after haboundauncc of the herte ſpe 
ets the moutß fur ofte. And pe (hf 
underſtonde wßan onp man chaftp 


ſetß another þ he hewar fro chydyng 
02 repreupng, Fo? trewlp but be he. 


waar he may ful ſyaßtſy quyc hem 
the fyre of angre and of wrath Wht - 
che that he fal not quenche. 


4 5 
o ne 1 „ 


perncare ſr hp tha he 


- ae Lee le . The a- 


i faycof pf rer. Dd de 
ts to ſaye of lpf a 

— — of hym 
that is repreupd. To —_ 
ſat Aufiyn There ts no thing 
the deuyllyc c<YNde as he that Sip 
deth. Hapnt Pouſe ſapth eKe. I ſer - 
uaunt of god behoue not to chpde. 

And who that chydyng is a Ppleins 
te yng betwpvt ale mancr fol tte. 

yet pet is it cerkes moſt Bncouenable 
betwpyt a may and ſts wyf. Fo: 
there is ncuer reſte And therſoꝛ ſaith 
Salamoy. An hotis that is vntoue 
ryd in rayn and droppyng. and a 
chydyng wyf be ſyſte a man that is 
113 a dꝛoppyng hous in many places 
thought he eſchewe the dꝛoppyng in 
one place it Ttopppth on gj m a / 
nother place. Do farytß it by a 
chydyng wyf but ſhe eßyde hym in 
one plate ſhe wyl ch yde pry ty ano⸗ 
ther place. And therſoꝛe better is a 
mo ꝛerſ Greed wpth io ye. than a hes 
ful of delytes wytß chydyng. Io 
what Saſamon and ſaynt Pouſe 
ſapy, Dye wommen be pe ſub⸗ 
gettys to pour huſbondys os beſo ; 
ueth in god. And pe men ſoue pour 
Wpups. Afterward __ off 
.ſcompng whicſhe1s a wy«leed ſpn / 
ne and nameclp whay he ſcouictß a 


0K r Fo: 


ſuche ſcomes farcy ſyſle the 
le tod⸗ tat map not endure to 
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ſmeſſe the ſwere ſauour oſ the Wyne 
whan it floꝛyſſoytß. Theſe ſcomers 
ben partyng frlowes wpth the derepf 
for they haue Jope whe) the deuyll 
wynneth and ſory whay be leyſpth 
They ben aduerſaryes to Asſu cryſ 
te. Fo: they haten that he loueth that 
is to ſape ſaugcon of ſole. Hpekie 
we now of the woc lied councepl; 
Fo he that wyr ſicd dounceyſſe yr 
ueth is a treytou Fot be dyſcey⸗ 
uetß hp that treeſteth ty hy1m. But 
neuertßeles yet is wyc Red counceplk 
apenſt hym ſelf . For as ſapth the 
wyſe man. E uery ſals ſyuyng hath 
ſts ptoperte in hym ſelf. Fo he 
that wyl anope another man ano - 
p<th firſt 6pm ſelf And men ſhal vn 
derftonde that a may ſhglnot take 
his counceplof falſe ne of an⸗ 
gry fol} oꝛ greuoua fol} ne of folli 
þ ſouen ſpecpally Fer owen pꝛoufpt 
ne to moche worldlp fol lie n name - 
lp in counceyllyng of foolis. 
Now comytß the ſynne of ther that 
makin diſcoꝛde among fol, whi- 
che is a ſynne that Cryſtt hateth vt 
terlp. And no wonder (6, fo: he deped 
fo: to malle concorde- And moꝛe 
ſhame don they to ciyſt id dyd they 
that hym crucifyed. For god loucth 
better that frenſhpp be amoug follie 
than he dyd $16 owen body Whiche 
he paf for vᷣnyte. Therſoꝛe be they ly 
Reupd to the deuyl that euer is abou 
te to make dyſcoꝛde. Now enyth 
the ſynne of double tongue for ſuche 
as ſpelie fapr beſom min and wyc 
bedly behynde oꝛ eſſys they ma lic 


ſemblaunt as Gogh clien 
good cutencioy . oꝛ RT penn 


pleye. — they ſye len of wycllied 


defamed dnetßys may he refio1e the 
domage. Now compth manace that 
is an open folpe. Fo: he that openſy 
manacerh he thretenetf moꝛe thenne 
he map ouercome ful ofte tyme. 
Now comen pdle wordys þ be wyth 
out pꝛouffpt of ſym that ſpe letß the 
woꝛdes and elie of ſym that berli ⸗ 
nyth the woꝛdes. Dꝛ eſſys pdle wo: · 
des ben tho that ben nedeſes oꝛ wytß 
oute entente of naturell pꝛouſſyt. 
And al be it that pdle woꝛdes be ſom 
tyme venyal ſpane. yet ſhalſe men 
doubte hem. For we ſhal price relie / 
nyng of hem befor god. Now cos 
mytß Jangelyng if at may 1 * 
| a 


Whan a man ayed hym how men 
ſhold pleſe And he anſweryd do ma 
rp good werlips g ſpelie fewe Jan, 
gefpnges. After this cometh the ſyn⸗ 
ne of Japers(hat bern the deueylſys 
——— fokBe to ſonge 
at her Japerye as folie don at gwa 
des of an ape. Suche Japers defens 
ders ſaynt Pouſe. Loſe Fow tßat 
vertuous woꝛdes and holy como: 
ten hem that traueyſſen in tße ſeruy⸗ 
te of Tryſt. Rygit ſo comfortry the 
Byleyns woꝛdes and the ſnack ps 
of Japers fern that frauepfey in the 
ſerupce of the deupl. Alfthpſe ben the 


„ 
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ſp1nes of iße tonge Gat compy eff 
pre of other ſpnnes. The remedpe 
ayenſt pre is a vertu that cleped 16 
manſuetude that is deßoneyrte. and 
eſte ansther vertu that men clepes 
pacicuct. ſapnt Jhcrome ſaxth thus 
of debonaprte that it doth harme to 
no wpght ne ſapth none harm that 
men ßᷣym doo ne ſuyn ne chaungrth 
not ayenſt reſon. This vertu cometh 
ſamtyme of nature. Foz as ſapth 
the phyſoſopßte a may is a quyc 
thyng bp nature debonapr and treta 
ble by govdnes. Bur whay detona s 
prte is enformed of grace hit 16 the 
moꝛe Wo:thp” Pacpence is anothrr 
remedpe ayenſt pre and is a Hertu þ 
men ſuffre ſwetſy curry mannes god 
nes. and is not worth for none har / 
me that is don to hym The phploſos 
pHer ſapth that pacience is that ver - 
tu that ſuffret3 debonaprſp al the ou 
frage of aduerſytt. and cucry wyc - 
lied woꝛde. Thie vertu makkets a 
man ſyke to god 7 mah pth ßym 51% 
o wen dere chyſde. As ſaytß cryſt this 
vertu dpſcomfpteth ehyn enempe. 

And therſoꝛe farth the wyſe man pF 
thou wolt veynquyſſße tp vn cnemye 
ſee that thor be patient. Suffraunce 
is another vertu apnſt Tre. And ß 
ia whay ße [nffreth ſwerſp alle an oy 
aunce 7 the wronges that mey do a 
man out watd. Thou ſhalt vnder⸗ 
ſtonde that a man ſirffretß four ma⸗ 
ner of gruaũce in out ward thinges 
A ienſt whieß four ße muſt Fane fore 
re manerofpactece.the firſt grruai ee 
i wic ed wordes. h qreuarice ſufftid 

1 


fte thou therſoꝛe pacieniſy. For the 
wyſe maͤ ſaith yf thou ſtrpue with a 
fool if the fole de wroth oꝛ though he 
* faugh. Al gat tou ſhalt haue no reſt 
þ other greuatice out ward is to haue 
domage of thy cakel. There apenſt 
-ſuffred cryſt fufpacienſ whay he de 
ſpoyled was of al þ cuer ße had in 
this lyf and tat nas but clothes. 
The third greuaunce is to a may fo 
haue grcuaunce in his body That 
ſuffred cryſt ful pacrenly in aſſe hio 
paſſyon. The fourth grruauuct is in 
ouftageous fabour in werliis wher 
foꝛe I ſap that folli that ma lien her 
fcruarmtcs to ttaucyſſe to greuouſſy 
out of tyme as in hoſy dayes. Hoth 
fp they doo grtte ſynne. here ayenſt 
ſuffryd Lryft ful pacientſy 7 taught 
vs pacience whay he Gare vᷣpon his 
bleſſpd ſFofdres the croſſe $p01y whi 
che he ſhold ſyffre deſpytous detf}. ge⸗ 
te map men lerne to be pacpent Foꝛ 
certes not onſy cryſten men be paci⸗ 
ent fo: the ſoue of Jheſu Lryſt 7 for 
guerdon of the bliſſe of heuen and of 
the bleſſpd lyf iat is perdurable. 

Bat cerfes the olde papnems that ne 
wer were cryſtenyd comendpd and 
Bſpd ehe vertu of pacience. A pßylo⸗ 
ſophre pon a tyme that wold haue 
beten his diſciple for his grete treſ 
pads. Fo: wheche he was greteſy a , 
meuyd and bꝛougßt a perde to ſcou: 
cd And whan the chyjlt: 
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che 


ſa de the yerde he ſayd to his mapſt 


whai wyl ye do I wyl bet the qd the 
maſter ſoꝛ thy couectiõ for ſoth quod 
pe ought fyrſt couecte por;r 
ſelf that hath loft pour pacyence fo: 
the gplt of a chylde: Fot ſoth ſaid the 
mayſter af wepyng thou ſeyſt ſoth 
haue thou iße perde mp dere ſone 7 
coꝛꝛect me foꝛ mpy Unpacience. Off 
pacence compt} obedyence thrugh 
whiche a man is obedpent to criſt x 
to alle them to whiche He ought too 
be obedient to cryſt. And F:1derſton/ 
de wel þ obedpence is pat fyght whe 
men doo gladly and haziclp wyth 
good gerte entierfy al that he ſholde 
doo obedyence gencrally is to pee - 
ſourme the doctryne of god and to 
his ſouerapna to whiche hym ought 
to be obeyſſaunt in al rightwyſneo 


Sequitur de Acadia 

Fter the ſynne of wrath I 

a wyl ſpe le of the ſynne off 
actidye oꝛ ſſoutß. foꝛen⸗ 

uye bſyndetß the herte of man. And 
Ire troubſeth a ma And aceidye ma 
Bcth hym heuy thougßtſul and wra 
we E nupye 7 ite ma len bifternes in 
Gerte . whiche bitternes is moder off 
acadye and benpmctk [try the louie of 
alle goodnes. thenne is acide the an 
are of a frobke erte. And Hapnt 


Auſtyn ſapts It is anope of go0d - 

nes and annope of harme. 

Lertes tis 18 a dampnable ſynne 
Foꝛ it dotß wronge to Theſu Lryſ 

te in ae moche as ße benpmeth the 
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ſeruyce that men ought to do to Ihe 
ROE wyth al dyligence. 

ſapth Salamon. Put ac:idpe 
doth none ſuche dplygence, He dot 
alle wpth annope t wrawnes ſfa 
nes.epcuſacon dulneſſe and Lnluſf 

Fo: whiche the oo li ſapth acurs 
(pd be he that doth the ſerupſe of god 
necfpgentlp.tfenne is acctdpe enmpe 
to cuerp eſtate of may Foz the eſtate 
of man is in thre maners. £pther 
it is eſtate of Innocence as was the 
ſtate of Adam before 02 that he ſpl in 
ſynne in whyche eſtate he was holde 
to woꝛche as in heeryng and adous 
ryng of god. Another eſtate ia 
cſtate of ſuperflupte. In whiche eſta 
te men beholden to ſaboure in pra - 
peng to god foꝛ amendement of her 
ſynnes. Another eſtate ia in the 
eſtate of grace. In Whiche eſtate ie 
he hol den to doo wer k ys of penyten 
ce And certes to alle thyſe thynges 16 
acadyt enempe and contrary for he 
foupth no beſynes atalle. Now 
certes thts foule ſpnne of accydpe is 
eſe a ful grete encmpe to the lpue - 
ſod of the body. Foꝛ it hath no purue 
aunce apenſt temporef neceſſpte. For 
if ia ſſouthyd and foꝛſſoggyd and 
deſt:opeth alle goodes tempoꝛelſ by 
rechefeſnes. the forth thynge is that 
accydye id ſyſie hem that ben in the 
pe yn of eſſe by cauſe of ſſoutß and 
of hei heuynes. Foꝛ they that be 
dampned be ſo bounde that nether 
may they doo wel ne thyn be wel. 
Of accydye cometh firſt that a man 


is anoyed and encombꝛyd to do onp 
goodnes and maketh that god hath 
abhompnacpoy of ſuche accpdye as 
ſapth ſaput Johan. Now com pts 
ſfouth Gat wplſuffre no hat dnes ne 
no penaliceFoz ſoth ſfouth is ſo tel 
cate and ſo tendre as ſapth ſalamoy 
that he wyl ſuffte non hardnes ne pc 
naunce and therfore he ſhendeth al þ 
he doth . Ayenſt thts toten hot yd ſyn 
ne of accydyt 02 ſfouthe ſholde men 
evcercyſ. hem to do good wer li ys t 
manſp and $prtuouſly catcher coꝛa 
ge wel to doo. Thyn k yng that 
our ford Jheſu Lryſte quyteth cueiy 
good dede be it neuer ſo ſytyl Vſage 
of ic is a grete tHpng. Fo: it ma kct⸗j 
os ſayij Saynt Bernard the labo⸗ 
tet to haue ſtrong armys and harde 
ſpnewps. And ſlouth maketh 
hem feble and tendre. Than 
compth drede fo: to begynne to Wers 
ony good wer G ys. For cettes be 
that is enclyncd to ſynne hym thyn⸗ 
lictß it is to grete an empꝛyſe fo: to 
vnderta lie to doo wer li ys of good / 
nes as ſapth Saynt Gregore. 

Now compth wanhope that is dyſ⸗ 
payt of the mercy of god that comm) 
ſonupme of fo mpt:pl outtagcous 
ſoto we and ſomtpme of mpl:pldre- 
de ymagynyng that he hath doo ſoo 
mochc that it wolde not auayſſe him 
(Hough he wold repente hym and do 
goode. THhrugh Whiche dyſpar 02 
drede. He aboundeth h1« Here to cues 
ry maner ſynne. As ſapth Haput 
Auguſipy . whiche þ ts dampnable 


= 


— 
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Pf it contynue to his ende it io cfeped metß ſompuolence that ia ſſuggy 
ſynnyng im the goly ghooſt. ſliunbꝛyng whicſhe ma li ytß a man 
This hoꝛryble ſynne is ſo perryſous (c be ſeup and dul in body and in ſo 
that he that is diſpepred that there us wle ueeßis ſynne cometh of ſlouth 
no ſeſonye ne no ſynne that he douß And certes the tyme as by weye off 
kcth fo: to doo as wek6p Ju teſon men ſhold not ſſepe that is bp 
das. Tertes thenne aboucy affe the moꝛo we but pf it were cauſe reſo 
ta thts ſynne moſt dyſpleyſaunt and nable. for ſoth in the moꝛo w is moſt 
moſt aduerſary to Lryſt. Lertes he coucnable a man to ſap his prepers 
tat dpſpepreth iu ſylte the co warde 7 ſoꝛ to thyn lie on god a to honou⸗ 
thamppyon recreaunt and nedeſes diſ re god and to gyue aſmes to the pou 
peytitj. For teꝛtes the metty of god te that firſt comen in <e name off 
ta cuet redp to the penyteut. Hit is cryft. Lo what Dalamon ſapth, 
abou al his wer li ys. Alas can not who ſo wyl by the moꝛo we a walic 
a man betßyn Le ſym on the goſpel co ſelie me he ſhal ſynde me. 
of ſapnt Lubbe. Luce vd. whereas Thenne cometh ne clygenct oꝛ teche 
Lryſt ſapth that as wel ſhalfe tßete leſnes that ꝛecliyth of no thpng. 
be moꝛe Joye in jeuen Ypon a ſyn⸗ And how that Ianoratice is moder 


fuſ man that doth penptence th an d 
pon nyenty and ty. tygßtfull men þ 
neden no peuytente. Lok ferther in 
the goſpel the Joye and the feſtis off 
the good man that had loft his ſone 
wßan ßis ſone wytß repentatice was 
retorned to his fader. Lay ffep not 
remembre che as ſaytß ſaynt Luke 
vv. How that the therf that was 
hanged beſpde Jeſu. Hapde ſoꝛd te 
membre oy me whan tou comeſt 
fo thy regne Fos ſoth ſaid Cryſt. this 
day ſhalt thou be wpth me in pata⸗ 
dps. Lertes there is nonc ſoo hoꝛybſe 
ſynne of may that it ne may in hys 


ſyf be deſtroped by penptenre thrugß 


vertu of the paſſyon of Cryſte. 
Afas what nedetß may thenne to be 


dyſpeyred ſythen his metty is ſo re - 
. vy. gſbe and haue. Thenne co 


of aſſe harme. Lertes necſygence is 
the noꝛyte. negſygenct dottz no force 
whay ht ſhold doo a thyng whether 

he doo it wel 0: badly: Df the teme⸗ 
dye of thyſe two ſynnes as ſapth the 
wyſe man that he that dredeth god 
ſpatytß not to doo that hym ought 
to doo. And he that ſouyth god wyll 
do dilpgence to plcſe god by his wer 
ys and habonnden hym ſelf wpth 

al his mygßt wel fo: to doo. Thenne 
cometh ydſenes that is the pate of all 
farmps an ydle may is fpke to a 

place tßat hath no walſys the deupll 
may entre on euetp ſpde. This ydlc⸗ 
nes 18 the thurro li f alſe Bplepns 7 
wyc lied thonghtes und of alle Jan⸗ 
alps.trifſps ⁊ al oꝛdute. Lertes heue 
16 pfitey to hon that wyl laboute 7 

not to pdle me. E ke daupd ſapth. 
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That they be not in the la bout off 
men ne they ſhall not be whypp: 0 
wyth men that is to ſayc in purga 
toꝛy. Certes ene ſemyth it thep jyal 
be tounentyd wpth the deuyl in hel 
le. hut pf they doo penytence. Then⸗ 
ne compth the ſynne that men clepen 
trodytas as Whay a man is ſo ſettid 
and ſo taryed 02 he wyl turne to god 
and certes that is a grete foſye. he 16 
ſpe hym that falletß in the dyche 7 
wyl not arpſr .And this dit compth 
of fals hope that ße thyn lieth that he 
ſhalle ſyue ſong but that hope fayl⸗ 
[et ful oft. Thenne comyth ſaches 
chat 16 he that whan he begynnetß 
ony good wer lie anon he wyl foulcte 
it and ſtynte as doo they that haue 
ony wygßt to gouerne and fake off 
hym nc Uepe. non as they ſynde o⸗ 
ny contrarye oꝛ ony anope. Thyſe 
ben the newe hetdes that leten 
her ſheep ng goo renne to the 
wolf that is in the breres and do no 
force of her owen gouernaunce. Off 
this compth pouerte and deſtruction 
both of ſpirituel and tempotel thyn⸗ 
gesThenue comytß a maner of cold 
nes that freſetß alle the herte of man 
Thenne comytß vndeuocion trugh 
whiche a man is ſo bſont. As ſapth 
ſapnt Bernard and hath ſuche lan⸗ 
gout in his ſo wſe th at he ne may re- 
de ne ſynge in holy chyteßen e here ne 
ß yn be of deuocion ne kraueple with 
Gps hondes in no good wer lie but if 
is to hyn vnſauoꝛpe and alſe apal 

(pd thenne wevith he ſoꝛe ſluggyſſye 


and ſfumb:p 7 ſoon wyl he be wroth 
and ſoon is enclyned to hate and to 
e1upe And thenne compth the ſynne 
of woꝛldly ſorowe.that is ceppd tf 
ticia that ſleeth a man as ſaith ſauit 
Pouſfe, Foꝛ certes ſuche ſoꝛo loc met 
kpth to the deth of the deth of the ſo 
wee and of the body alſo. Fo: ti, crof 
compth that a may is anoped of his 
owen (pf for ſuche ſoto we ſho:tpth 
the [pf of many a may 02 that hus tp 
me come by wape of kpnde ape11ſt 
this $0:2pble ſynne of acadpe 7 the 
bꝛaunchis of the ſame there 16 a yer 
tue that 18 called fo:tptude 0: ſtrene 
the that is affeccion thrugh whithe 
man deſpyſcth alke other th ynger no 
vous This Virtu is ſo mpghtp and 
ſo Bygorons that it dat Wpth ſtande 
mpyghtyly t wraſtſe ayenſt the ſaw. 
tes of the deuyl and wyſely kept hum 
ſelf fro parrellps that ben wy (:cd 
Foꝛ it enhatiſpth t enfo2ſpth the ſuol 
Night as accidye abateth it 7 mal:ith 
if feble Fo: this ſoꝛtitudo may nou 
re wpth ſong ſuffraunce the tr auey!- 
ſys that ben cc ue na ble. This vortur 
hath many ſpycce te #1: /t i ce ped 
magnaupmpte that is to ſape gtete 
coꝛage. Fo: ccrtes tgete behoueth gic 
fe coꝛage aycuſt accpdpe leſt that p i 
ſwalopwe the ſowle by the ſptine off 
oꝛo we 0: deſtrope it wpth wanhope 

This math fol de egfndertal.e 
hard and giruougthynges by het o⸗ 
wen wyl wpſcly and ꝛcſonabſy. And 
#02 ad moche a6 the deupl fighteth a 
penſt man mo2e bp quepnbe Had by 


3 wut 
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leyghtthan by ſtrenthe therfore a 
a1) ſhak wythſtonde hym by wyt 
hy irſon and by deſcrectoy. Thenne 
Ben there the Bertues of fepth and $0 
e 
uen and compfyeße the goo 


in whichſe he purpoſeth fermly fo co 
tynuc. Thenne compth ſcweric and 


ſylierncs. And that is whan a man 
doth and perfourmetß grete wer yu 
of goodnes that he hath begonne, 
And that is the ende whp men ſholde 
doo good wer li ya. fot in the com⸗ 
plyſſßyng of good werſi ya lich che 
grete guerdon. Thenne is the conſtaͤ 
ce that is ſtablenes of co age. 

And this ſhold be in herte by ſtedfaſt 
feyth and in month and in berpnge 
in chere and in dede. E ke there ben 
no ſpecpal thyngps and rome? 2 
penſt accydye in dpuerſe wer |; ; 

in conſyderacion of the peyne o belle 
and of the Jope of heuery, And uy 
truſt of the grace of the Holy ghooſt 
thatfwyl peue hym mygßſt to perfut⸗ 
me his entente. 


Sequmur de Auaricia. 


Ftet 1 no we thpl 7 

a ſpelte of auatice and of co 
uetpſe of whiche ſynnt ſaid 

Saynt Pouſc. The tote of al ſpune 
is couctpſe. Foꝛ ſothly whan the het. 
te of a man is confounded in hit ſelf 
and tfroublpd 7 that they ſoule Fath 
Fofithe comfoꝛte of god. Thenne ſc- 
ay pdfe ſolas of woꝛdſy thpri 


ges. Auatyce aſteꝛ diſcripſtd of ſame 
Auſtyn is a lichetouſnes in herte to 
ßaue ertßely thynges. Donune other 
foſſie that auaryce is fo: to putcha⸗ 
ſe many erthly thynges and nothing 
ptiie to hem that haue nede. And vn⸗ 
derſtonde well (Fat auatyce ia not 
only in good and in catel. but ſom⸗ 
kpme in ſcience and in gloue and in e 
uerp outrageons thpnges is auarp 
ce and couetyſe And the deſſerence by 
twene auarpce and couctyſe is thys. 
Louetiſe is foꝛ to coueyte ſuche thin 
ger as thou haſt not. And auatice is 
to 1 Bepe ſuche thyn⸗ 
ges as — haſt wythout ryghtfull 
nede. Sothly this auarpce is a ſyn - 
ne ful dampnable for al Folp wryt 
curſyth if x ſpeſipt apenſt it ſoꝛ hit 
doth wꝛong to Fheſu Cryſt. Foꝛ it 
bercupth fro hym the ſour that men 
to hym owen 7 toꝛn yiß it bacward 
ayenſt alle teſon and mall ytß that 
the auarous man hathe more hope 
in his catel thenne in Igeſu cryſt. 
And therfoze ſapth Saynt Pouſc. 
That an auarous may bath mo:e 
hope in his thraldoy of pdoſatrpe 
than in god. what dpfference is be ; 
twiy an pdolaſire and ay auaricy⸗ 
ous man. Perauenture an ydolaſtie 
hath but one mawment oꝛ two. 


And the auarpaous man hath mas 
np. fo: certes eucrp floteyn in hya 
coffre is his ma wment. And certes 
the ſynnt of mawmentrye god foꝛbe 
deth in the ten comaundements as 
berpth wylucs. E vo. yy cap. Thou 


* K _ 
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[Falk haue no faſs goddia Bifory me 
ne thou ſhalt ma lie the no graupd 
thyng Put an auarpaous may ſo⸗ 
upth more his freſour foꝛgyd. And 
thrugh this ſpune of auaryee a of co 
uctyſe compth thyſe hard fo:dſhippis 


thrugh whiche men beſtreyned by ta 
lagys cuſtoms and carpagys more 


than her dute 02 reſon is. Oꝛ eſlys ta⸗ 
ke they of fer bond men amercemen 
tis. w yche myght more reſonablp 
be callyd eytoꝛcions than amertemẽ 
is. Of whiche amercementts and 
raunſonpngps of bond mij. Som⸗ 
mc ſoꝛdys ſtywardys ſapy that it is 
ritghful, Fo: as my liel as a choile 
hath no trmporek thyng that it ne 16 
hps lordps as they ſayn. Put certes 
tyyſe loꝛdſhyppis don wꝛong that be 
tyuen her bonde folfie thynges that 
they neuer paf hem. Au ua de 
auuitate dei libꝛo : v. Daptß that ſoth 
is that the condycion of thraldory x 
the ff cauſe of thtaldom is for ſin 
ne. is B. Thus map pe ſee þ 
the gplte deſcruetß thraldom and not 
natuꝛt. wherefo: thyſe ſoꝛdes ſhold 
not gloꝛye hem in her ſoꝛdſhyppys 
ſpth that by naturel condyl yon they 
be not loꝛdes of her thꝛallys. but that 
thraldom come firſt by ſyunc. And 

r there as the ſawe ſapth þ 
temporeſlo:dps of bonde foltie ben 
the goodes of her ſoꝛſßyppys ye that 
is for to vnderſtoude the goodys off 
the emperour to defende fem in het 


right but not to robbe hem ne to re 


ue hem. And ther ſoꝛe ſapth Seneca 


Thy pꝛudence ſhold fpue benygnely 
wyth thethral. that thou clepeſt thy 
th ral ben peple. Fo: humble 
foſlie ben cryſtes frendes. tbey be (5, 
tubernpal wpth the ſoꝛd. Now co 
myth deſcept betwene marchaunt 7 
matchaunt And thou ſhalt $1:der- 
ſtonde that marchaundy ſe is in ma 
ny maners. That one is bodeſy and 
that other is ghooſtſy. that one is [ref 
ful. and that other is diſfoneſte and 
vnlerſſul. That bodelp matcha yndy 
ſe that is ſerſfuſ a ſoneſt ia thts . (Fat 
there as god hath o ꝛdeyned that a ro 
pame oꝛ a contre is ſuſſparnt to hym 
ſelf it is Honeſt and let ſful that the f a 
boun daunce of this conttet may hel 
pe another contretfor imo te nede 
— And therfoꝛ thet muſt 
march aundpſe to brynge from o⸗ 
ne conttet to anotßet theyt martß aii 
dyſe That offer marchaundpſe 16 þ 
men fauntcy) ſaſs oth1 wytß fra - 
de trecherpe and dpſcepte wpth leſin 
ges curſyd and dampnable SDpvrys 
(uf marcharidpſe is properly ſymo⸗ 
nye. That is ententpf deſpre to thing 
ſpytitucſ T hat is tp̃yng tak oppet- 
(epneff} to the ſentwaꝛy of god and 
to the cure of ſouſc. Thie deſpre pf ſo 
be that a may doo his diſygrneer to 
peꝛfourme it. alfe he it tat hie deſy · 
te tale none effect. pet ia it to ſᷣym a 
dedeſy ſynne. And pf be be oꝛd ted Fe 
is Jrreguſer. Certes cpmonye is cfe- 
pyd of Dymoy magus that wolde 
Gp tompoteſſ catet haue Bought the 
pefte that god had prey hy the holy 
ghoſt to ſcynt peter 2 to the appoſtſia 
JI nn 


Andtherſore Inderſtonde ye that bo 
ch ke chat ſeltpth and be that bye 
ſpyritucf 3cy cleppth ſymo⸗ 
nya lis. Oe it catel be it pꝛocut ig 
oꝛ vy fleſſhly prapers of his frendys 
02 off ſpy frendes. ® 
js. Cy noms as by B 
rede and by other frendps. Hotſ(lp 
yf they pꝛape fo: ſym that is not a - 
bie ne wortßy .it is ſymonye pf he ta 
lie the benefyrt. And pf he be worthy 
and able it is none . That other ma⸗ 
net is whan men oꝛ women pꝛapen 
fo: foſſte to auaunce hem only for 
wyc lied fleſſhfy afferton that they 
haue to the perſones. that is foul ſy⸗ 
monye. Put certtes in ſeruyce for 
whiche men ycuen thyerges ſpyrttuct 
Into get ſetu auntya it muſt be vn⸗ 
derſtode that the ſerupſe be honeſt 02 
clfps not. And cſie that it be wpth 
out bargapnyng and that the perſo 
ne be abkr. Foꝛ as ſaytßh Hapnt Da 
mas. Allethe ſynnes of te woꝛſd at 
regard of this ſpnne ben as thynge 


of nought, Foꝛ it is the gre!teſt ſyn⸗ 
ne that may be after the ſynne of lu⸗ 


cifer. and of antictyſt. Foꝛ bp this 
ſpnne god forleſpth the chirche 7 the 
ſouſe that he bought wpth his pꝛecy⸗ 
ous bloode by Fer that yturn chyt⸗ 
chis to them that be not dyqne. 
Foꝛ they put in theuys that ſteſen the 
ſowſps of Iheſu Cryſt and deſtzope 
his patrymonpe. Dy ſuche vndigne 
and curates haue men the 
ſeſſe reverence of the ſacramentis off 
ſp charche. And ſucße peners oſ⸗ 
= put out the chyldren of cry 
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the deuplips 


aud pnt in 30 — 
—— re the wolf þ 
e nepe (he fo 

ſtrongele hem. And ther fore ſhal 
they ueuet haue parte of the paſture 
of lambps that is in the blyſſe of he⸗ 
uen. Now compeh haſardrye wyth 
his appertenauntys as tablys .quar 
des. and reueflps. Of whiche cometh} 
dyſceyt fals othis. chidyngys. and al 
fe rcaueyns bſaſphemynges. renyng 
of god. gate of his nepghbours. waſt 
of goodys myſpendyng of tyme. 

nd ſomtyme manſlaughter. Ler- 
tea haſardours map not be wyth - 
out grete ſynne whples they Hauntey 
that craft . Df auarpre compth eſe. 
ſeſynges. theft. fals wytnes. and fals 
othes. And pe ſhal vnderſtande p 
theſc ben grete ſpnues and expieſſe 
ayenſt the commaũdements of god 
as I aue ſapde. Fals wytnes is chic 
in woꝛd and in dede. In worde as to 
byreue thy nepghbours good nazne 
by thy fals wptneſſpng 02 accuſeſt 
hym by thy fals wptnes. oꝛellys ey/ 
cuſyſt thp felf fakſely. ware pe queſt 
mongers and nofarpes, Lertes fo! 
fals wptnes was ſuſanna in grete 
ſot owe and peyn 4 many another 
mo. The ſynne of theft is eypreſſe al 
ſo apenſt goddys heeſt x that iy two 
maners. tymporel a ſpyritucl. The 
fen1poretFefte is as ſoꝛ to take thy 
nep3hbours catef ayenſt his wyl be 
it be force 02 by ſlyght be rf in metuig 
01 meſure;bp ſiclyng by fals endyte⸗ 
mentisg pon hym . g in boꝛowyng 


the ſo wiys þ 
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thy nepghbours catel in entent neue: ¶amenuſyd the peyn of purgatorpe 
to paye aud ſembſable thynges. The ſpyces of miſeticoꝛde ben as ſo 
Spptytuel thefte is ſacrplege p16 to to lene and clit for to cue And j01 
ſape ontyng of holy thynges. oꝛ off to forprue and fo: to teſect. and fo: 
toynges ſacred to Lryſt in two ma- to haut ppte in herte and compaſſo 
ners. bp reſon of the holy place. As oy of myſchyef of thyy cuen cTyſte;) 
c<harcheperdps foꝛ enerp vyolſent ſpun And elie chaſipte there as nede 16. 

ne that men doo in ſuche place map Anotßer remedpe apenſt auaryre 16 
be dlepyd ſacryſege. Alſo they that = reſonable ſarges. Put ſothly her be 
falſely wytholde the rpghtes of holy = Hourth the conſpderaaon of our loꝛd 


cthirche. and plepy and generatly ſa⸗ 
crylege ia to reue holy thynge out off 
holy place. oꝛ Inholy thyng out off 
holy pſacc. oi hoſythyng out of Bnfio 
ly place. Now 
ſhal pe vnderſtonde that reuelpnge 
of auaryce is nuſcticoꝛde and pie 
latgeſy ta lien. And men mpght axe 
why that miſericoꝛde and ppte in te⸗ 
uel yng of auarice. Lertes the auarp 
cyons man ſhewed no pyte ne miſe / 
ticoꝛde to the nedefulman Fo: he defi 
teß hym in Kepyng of this tirſout. 7 
not in the reſco wyng ne in the rele - 
uyng of cue Cryſten. And therfoze 
ſpetie I firſt of miſeticorde. 

Than is myſcrycoꝛde as ſaith 
the phyloſophte a Vertu by whyche 
toꝛage oſ ma is ſtpred by ehe mpſeſe 
of hym p is myſeſed vᷣpon the wiche 
miſerycoꝛde wytr pyte in perfout - 
myng of charptabſe wet ti ys of mer 
cy heſpetß and con ſoꝛteth hym that 
is mpſeſed And certes this meupth 
men to the myſerycoꝛde of Jheſu criſ 
te that hym ſelf ſuffryd fo: out gylt 
He ſuffred deth for mpſerpcorde and 
foꝛpaf vs out oꝛygynal ſynnes and 
thethy referpd fro the pepne of helſe x 


Iheſu Lryſt and of his groce and 
of his kemporel goodps and cle off 
the goodys perdurable that ctiſt ya 
vs. And elte to haue rememb2aiuns 
of the delt that he ſhal depe and recey 
uc. And ße woot not whan And ehe 
that he ſhal fo:goon alle that he Hath 
dyſpendyd and goten in goodys. 
Vut fo: as moche as ſomme fol uc 
be Piuneſurable. men oughtey eſche⸗ 
we fool fargeſſe þ men cepery waſte 

Certe he that is foolTarge fe pe 5 
ueth pot his catel but he ſeſyth his ca 
el L£Lertes what thyng that he ye 
netß fo: Bepngſo:pe as to munſfrafs 
and to fol ke that bere hie tenome in 
the woꝛſd he Hath doo ſpe and no⸗ 
ne almes. Lertcs he that [rf pth fool 
his good and ſetpth no thynge but 
ſynne. He is ſylit to an hoꝛs that ſe , 
t: pth rather to diyn bc droppy water 
t ttoubſy thi water of the cleit welle 
Zo ßem apperteynen the maſyſon þ 
Lryſte ſhal peue atte dap of dome tg 
zem that ſhul be dampned. 


Stquitut de Guſa. 
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=  Fterauarycrcompth gfofo 
4 npe.whiche is eypteſſe o 
penſt the commaiidement 
of god. Glotonpe is vnmeſutabſe 
appetyte tote 02 to dyn lie. & ellys 
to cte Puemeſnrablp 7 out of tyme 
more than nederh is gloto11pe . This 
(pune coꝛꝛuptid al this woꝛſde as ts 
wel ſhewpd in the ſpune of Adam (x 
Euc. Locke what ſapth ſaynt Pou 
lc of gfotonpe. any men ſapiß he 
of whiche I haut oft ſayde you. and 
now ſaye it wepyug that they be en 
nempes of the croſſr of cryſt. Of wh1 
che the ende 16 deth and of whiche het 
Ww01nbe 1s her god. and her glo2pe in 
coirfuſion of hem that ſo ſetuyn er- 
thelp tHpnges. He that is vſaunt to 
tte ſpnac of gfotonpe. He may no 
ſync wpthſtoude He mote he in ſer 
uage of alle pres for it is the deupl 
fps hoꝛde (Here He Hpdeth hym in and 
reſtpd. This ſpune hath many ſpp⸗ 
ts. The firſt ia dronkencs . that 16 
the H022pbfe ſepirfture of mann ys re 
ſon. And the tſoꝛe whan that a man 
is dꝛon le he Hath loft his reſon and 
this is dedefp ſynnc. Bul certes whe 
a man is not wont to ſitaunge dꝛyn 
ks 7 perauerture knowpth not the 
ſtrength of the dꝛyn ke 02 hath feble⸗ 
nes in his hede oi Bath traneplled thr 
ug whache he dryntzeth the moꝛr ail 
be he ſodeynſy caugß with diy ie it 
is no dedely ſynne but den al. The 
ſpyct of glotouye is. that the 
ryte of a man wa vyth alk: troofe 
eon i enes bereucth hym diſcre 


ti of his wyt The third ſpice of gloto 
nye is Whay a man deuoureth h ye 
mete and hatß no tight ful maner of 
etyug. The fourth is whay thrugh 
the grete habundaunce of his mete 
the humoluss of his body ben diſtem 
peryd The fyfthe is forpetefulncs by 
to moche drynitpug. Fo: whiche a 
man ſoꝛpetytß by the moꝛo we what 
ze dyd ouer E ue: In another maner 
ben diſtyncte te ſppces of glotonye 
after ſaynt Gregor. The firſt is fo: 
to efe before tyme. The ſecdd ia wha. 

a may getpth hym to deſycate mett 

The ti yrd is whay a men ta lien to 
my liyl ouet meſure. 

The ſourtß is curpoſpte wytß grete 
entente to malien and appatayſſe 
his mete The fyfthe is ſoꝛ to etegre- 
dplp. And theſe ben the fpue fpugers 
of the deup(kps honde by Whiche he 
dꝛawytß folke to ſynne. Ayenſt gſo⸗ 
tonpe ie the remedyt abſtynente off 
hia bodp and ſaylh Galpene. but p 
holde J not merytoꝛye pf he doo hit 
onſy fo: eſe of hys body. Dapnt 
Auſtyn woleþ abſtynence be do bp 
Vertu and wpth pacence. Abſtynen⸗ 
c he ſaith is ſytyl worth But pf he ha 
ue good wpll. 7 but he be enforcd by 
pacience 7 by charpte And þ men do 

it fo! goddps ſake. 7 in hope to haue 

the blyſſe in heuen ¶ The felaws of 
abſtyncuct ben attemperaunce that 
holdetß the mene in al thynges eſte 
ſhame p cſchewytß al dpſhoneſte ſuf 
fiſatice p ſeKeth no tiche metps ne 
dꝛyn lies ne doth no ſoꝛce off none ot 


ttageous appateyſyng of mete. 
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Alſo that repſtreneth bp reſon the 
delaupe apetyte of etyng and dryn⸗ 
png. Sobrenes alſo that reſtrey / 
neth the outzage of drynke. Spa⸗ 
ryng alſo that refirepneth the dylica⸗ 
te eaſe to ſpite long at his mete. wher 
fore ſomune follie ſtonden of her o⸗ 
wen wylle whay they ete hy cauſe 
they wplete at laſſe leyſer. 


Dequitur de Lupuna. 


Fter Gfotenpe thenne co - 
a myth lecherpe.for thyſe two 
ſpnnps ben ſo npgh coſp46 
that oft tyme they wyl not departe, 
God wool this ſyne ia full dyſple⸗ 
ſaunt to god. Fo: he ſayde hpi ſelff 
doo no letherye. And therfoꝛe he put; 
teth gret pepnes apenſt this ſpnne. 
Foꝛ in thold fawe if a woman thraf 
were ta len in this ſynne ſhe ſholde 
be betyn wpth ſtauys to the deth. 
And pf ſhe were a gentyl woman 
ſhe ſhold be ſfapy wyeß ſtones. And 
ſhe were a byſſſjoppps doughter 
ſhe (hold be brent by goddps com⸗ 
maundement. Furthermore f11 the 
ſynne of ſecherye god dreynt alle the 
world. And after that he brent fpuc 
cytees and ſan lie doun in to ßelſe. 
Now ſete $6 ſpebe tFenne of the ſyn 
ne of ſecherye þ mey cſepey adiuoul 
trye that is of weddyd foltte that 16 
to ſape pf that one of hem hen wed⸗ 
dyd 02 eflps bothe. 
Hapnt Johan ſaytß p thanowerers 
ſhulſe be in a ſtynlvng Brenpnge 


pytte of fpre and bremffon for ſeche⸗ 
rye is ſyiened to bremſto1ie for the 
pn of her oꝛdutr. Lertcs the bete 
uyng and hꝛellyng of thys Dacras 
ment i an h022pble tj yng. Hit was 
made of god hym ſelf in patadyſe 2 
confermed bp Zheſu Cryſte. 

As ſapth Hapnt Mathew in the goſ 
pel d man ſhaſſete ſadet and moder 
and talte hym to bps wyf. And they 
ſhal be two in one fleſſ. This ſacra 
ment beto henetß thr Enyttyng to ap 
der of Lryſt 7 hoſy chirehe. t not on 
ſy that god forbad auowtrp in de 
de. But ele he commaunded þ thou 
ſFoldeſt not conepte thy nepghbours 
wyf In this Beeft ſarth ſaint Auſtin 
Al maner couctyſe to doo lechet ye 
fotbodehy. Lo what ſaptß Hapnt 
cathew in the goſpel who fo ſerth 
a woman to couetyſe of hia [uſt he 
hath don lecßery wytß het in his her 
fe. Here may pe ſe þ not onſy the de de 
of this ſynne 16 foꝛbode but et e the 
deſyte to do þſpnne. hie curſyd 
ſpune anopetß gttuouſſy hem that rf 
haunte 7 firſt to the ſouſe. For Fr ob 
ſigetß it to ſynne 7 to pepne of deth þ 
1s perduroble. 7 to the body anopeth 
it greuouſſy. f 02 it dryetß hym. And 
of his Blood he ma tipth ſactaſyſe to 
the fende of 6effr hit waſtytß his ca 
tel and hid ſubſtaunce 7 crrtes pf hit 
be a foul thing a man to waſte Fps 
catef on women yet ia it a foufer 
thing p wy an ſoꝛ ſuche oꝛdute wo⸗ 
men ſpenden Bpon mon ßer catef 7 
ſubſtance. Tgia ſynne as ſaytß the 


The Pei ſons tale 
prophete Bezeueth a man 7 a womd map not piſſe pet wyl he heu? vp hia 
her good fame aud alle het honoure = legge and make contenauneeto piſſe 
And it is ful plapſaunt to the deupl And fo: that may wenpth that ye 
Foꝛ ther by wynnetß hehe moſt paz map not ſynne fot lichorouſnes that 
ty of this world. And right as a He doth wyth his wyf. Lertes that 
marchamnt delytetß pm mooſt n oppynyon is fals Good woot a man 
chaſſare that he hath moſt auaunta may ſſe him felf with his o wen uf 
ge of. Rygßt ſo delpteth the ſende in and malte hym dronk wyth his 0- 
this 02dure. Thie is that other hand wen tonne, Certes be it wyf oꝛ chyld 
of the deuyl wytß fyue fingres to cat oꝛ workdlp thynge that he loupd be⸗ 


che the pepſe to this vilonie The firſt 
fynqet is the foule ſo li yng of the fol 
woman that ſſetß right as the haſiſy 
colt fc folir Vp the venyn of hia 
jpant Fo: couctyfe of the tyen foſo⸗ 
weth the couctpſe of the Ferte, The 
ſccond fpniger ia {he vplapns fou - 
<hpng in wyclied maner. And ther, 
forc japth Dafamony, That who ſo 
touchyth and handeſpth a Woman. 

te farpth ſpke hym that Handeſet3 
the ſco:ppory that ſtyngeth and ſo - 
deynly [{cch thrugh his enutuymyng 
0: as who ſo touchpth pitche Fe ſhen 
dyth his fyngrps. The thicd is foule 
woꝛrdes that fat ytß lpke fpre þ bren 
nyti that right anon brenn ptß the 
herte. The fourth is i yſſyng 7 trew 
lp he were a grete foole þ wol d biſſe 
the mouth of a bꝛenn ng on yn oꝛof 
a furneps And mo ic fooſis ben they 
Gat Ayſſen in Bplonpe For y mouth 
is the mouthe of Belle , 

And uamcſy tp yſe olde do / 
tardys holdurs yet wyl they li yſſe 
though they may not do and ſmater 
em Certes they be ſpite to houndys 
aan ßound whay he comytß by 
dee Roſet oꝛ by offer benchys pf he 
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fore god it is his mawment. and he 
ts an ydolaſttt. man ſhold loue his 
wyf by dyſcretion pacrently and at⸗ 
temperatſy.⁊ than is ſhe as though 
ſhe were his ſuſter. The fyfthe fyn- 
ger of the deupllps honde is the ſtyn 
kpng dede of ſecherpe. He grypeth 
gym Gp the repnes for to throwe hun 
in to the furneys of helle. there as 
they ſhal haut the fpre and the wor 
mys that cuet ſhalt ſaſtyn. wepyng 
a walpng.ſFarpe hunger and thirſt 
Griſlynes of deupllys that ſhul alle 
to trede hym wpthout reſpite a wpth 
outen ende. Of lecherye as Iſapd 
ſourden dpicerſe ſppces as foꝛnyca⸗ 
cion þ 16 betwyy man and woman 
that ben not marped 7 this is dedeſy 
ſynne 7 ayenſt nature 7 diſtructiò to 
nature is apenſt nature Peꝛfey the te 
ſon tellpth hym ce that it is dedefp 
ſynne foꝛ as moche as god foꝛbad le 
her ye. 7 ſat Poule peucth hun the 
regne p is due to no wyght. but to 
hemp dono dedeſy ſinnt. another ſpy 
of ſechetye is to bertucn a mayde off 
het maydenhede. ſoꝛ certes he p ſo dot 
he calchid a mapde out of the hieſt de 
gre p; is in this preſent lyf. 7 berueth 
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zer that prectous fruyt that (he bo 
clepeth the hondred frupt. I can ſape 
if none other wyſe in Engliſſh . but 
in ſatyn it hyght centeſtmus fruct? 

Lertes he that ſo doth is cauſe of 
many dommages 7 Byſoneys moo 
than ony man can reiene. Rygßt 
as he ſomtyme is cauſe of alle dom⸗ 
mag ys that brſtps doo in the feſde þ 
bre letß the hedge of the colſute thru 
ghe whiche he diſtropeth map not 
be teſtoryd fo: ceites nomore may 
maydenhede be reſtored. than on at⸗ 
me that is ſmyten fro the body may 
retorne ayen to we ve. She may ha⸗ 
ue mercy this woot I wel. pf ſhe do 
penptence, but ncuet ſhal it be: but þ 
ſhe ia couupt. And al be it ſo that J 
haue ſpo lle ſomwhat of anoultrpe 
if 16 good to ſhewe mo perilſys that 
ſongen to auoultrpe fo2 to eſeße we 
the foule ſynnys of aduouſtepe. In 
ſatyn it foꝛ to ſape thappꝛochyng of 
another mann ys bed .thrugh which 
they that were one fleſſh habounden 
her Bodpes fo other perſones, Of 
this ſpune as ſapth the wyſe man co 
me many harmps . ſiiſt bet png off 
fryth. 7 crrtes frytß is Ecye of cryſtẽ⸗ 
dome. And wßan that Kepe 16 b10/ 
Gen 7 (0:1 certepyy arpſtendony ſtan + 
deth wythoit frupt. This ſpune 16 
elite theft for tfefte generalky to ſpe⸗ 
Ae of. is fo: to reue a tßyng of a md 
apenſt his wpl. Lertes th1616 the 
fouſeſt tBefte that map be whay a 
woman ſteſetß Fer body from ber 
huſbond 7 peucth it to het Hefour to 


d-ſoule it. and ſteleth het ſoule f:049 
cryſt and peueth hit to the deuyl f. 
This is a fouſe theft fo: to ſtcle and 
bre lie the chalis. For thyſe aduoul 
treris hre hen the f of god ſpeti 
tuelly and ſteſen the of grace. 
That is the body and the ſowle. Fo: 
whiche Cryſt ſFallke deſtrope hem as 
ſayiß ſaynt Pouſc. Soth ſy of thts 
thefte doubtpd gretely Joſep$. whan 
that his ſoꝛdes wyf praped hym off 
Vpfonpe whan ße ſapde L 0 mp lady 
f my ſoꝛde ßatß ta lie me vn - 
det mp warde af eat He hall vader 
thia worlde. Neno tHyrig 16 out o, 
my power hut o iſy pe p be hys Wy 
And how ſho1d I theme doo this 
wyckedncs and ſpune ſoo $0:2pbfe 
apenſt god. Alas af to [ptpl ic ſue 
frouthe now I founde. The thptde 
harme tis, che fylthe thtugß whiche 
they bree the commaundernent off 
god and defoule the euter of ſet ma 
frpmonpe that is Ctyſt. F 02 certe + 
in ſo my k pl ac the ſacremet of mas 
rpagc id ſo nobfe and ſo dpgne ſoo 
mocFe 't is the grettet ſpine to bre - 
Bert For god made marpage in pa 
radpſe 11) the ſtate of Junocencye to 
muſtcplpe md t; inde to the feruace of 
god. ; therfoꝛe is the bꝛe R yng thetof 
gicuous. Of whiche brekpug come 
fals Fepres. often tyme þ wronafulp 
occtpyry foft;cs herptagres, 7 therfo 
re wylcriſt put hem out of the tegne 
of Bench) that ie hetytage to good fol 
be. Des Liebing compth 
be that fol ue Vuwaar wedde. Ou 
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curſpd ſynnys. Onderſtonde pe eke 
that is ſette compnly in 
the ten commenndementts betwene 
theft and n,anſlaughter. Fo it iu the 
gretteſt the fte that may be. fot it is 
thefte of body and of ſo wle And it ia 
ly ke to hompepde. Foꝛit ieruytß a 
two hen that firſt were made one 
fleſſ. And by the olde lawe thep 
ſhold be ſlaypn. But neuertßeſes bp 
the la we of Jheſu cryſt that ts the la 
we of pyte Whay he ſapd to the wo / 
may that was founde in auoutrye . 
and ſhold haue be ſſayn wth ſtones 
aftet the wpll of the Jewps as was 
het awe. Goo quod Fheſu cryſt and 
haue no moꝛe wylle to doo ſpnne. 
-Dothlp dengeaunce of aduoultrpe 
is awarded to the peync of belle. 
But it be dyſtourbyd wyth penaiice 
pet ben there mo ſppces of this cur 


ſyd ſynne as whay that one of than 
ts refpgpous 01 eſſys Bothe.0: of fol 


Ge that bey entrid in to oꝛdre as ſub 
deliyn. oꝛ de ſiyn .preſt oꝛ hoſpitalcra 
Aud euer the $per that he is in oꝛdte 


Y made grete Bo wys to cepe c<aſtp 
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Gagretter is te ſynne. Fo: they ha⸗ 


te. This ſpine of breſipng oſſhye 
auowe of caſtpte 1s whay he rrerp- 
ued 02der. And ſoth it ia that holp oꝛ⸗ 
der is c<pef of alle (he treſout of 
and ia a ſpeciaſ ſygne and marke of 
chaſtyte which that ia the mooſt pres 
cpous ſyf that ia. And elie this 01/ 
dꝛed fol lie ben ſpecially titled to god 
for whiche wan they doo dedelp ſyn 
ne. they ben the ſperial traptours off 
god and of his peple. Fo: they ſyuc 
hy the peple to pꝛaye for the peple. 
And whplcs they be ſuche traptours 
her pꝛayets auaplenot to the people 
Prerſtys ben as aungellys as by the 
myſtery of her dygnyte. But fo2ſoth 
Hapnt pouſe ſapth that ſathanas 
tranſfourmeth hym in an aungel of 
ſyght. Dothſy the preeſi that haun ⸗ 
tytß ſynne he map be lyllenyd to an 
aungel of der lines traunſfourmed 
in to an aungel of ſyght. He ſaneth 
an aun gel of lpght . Put ſoꝛſoth he 
is an auugtſof derlincs. Duche pre 
ſtis ben the ſont of Help as ia ſhewed 
in the book of liynges that they wes 
re the ſonps of beſyal. that is the de- 
upl. Peſpaſ is to ſaye wytßouten 
Juge. And > faren they. hem thyn⸗ 
lieth that they be free and haue noo 
Juge nomore thay hath a free bole 
that talk yt whyche to we that hym 
ſylietß in the tun. Do faren they by 
women. Fo: right as a 
free bole is pnough fot alle a tou). 
Ryght ſo is a conupte Preeſii p/ 
nough fo: affe a pariſſhe oꝛ a con⸗ 
tte. Th yſe pteſtia as ſapth the boo; 


know not the mpniſtery of preſthod 
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to the people ne to god ne they holde 
hem not apayed as ſapth the Goo lie 
of ſoden flepſſh that was to hem of 
fryd but they ta lie by force the fleſſ⸗ 
that is rawe. Lertes r1ghtſo thyſe 
ſhre wys holde hem not a paped off 
roſtpd fleſſh and ſoden wpth whiche 
the peple eden hem in grete rrueren⸗ 
ce. ut they wyl haue rawe fleſſhe 
as folips wpups and fer dough - 
ters, And certes thepſe women that 
conſentpng to her harlotps do grete 
wrong to g yſte and to hoſy chyrehe 
to alte haſo wys and to aſſt ſo wſys. 
Fo: they bereucy hem alfe that ſhold 
wo?ſhpp t ryſt and holy chirche And 
alſo to pte yen for alle cryſten ſouſis 
And therfoꝛe haue ſuche pꝛeſtys and 
het ſenunans that conſentyng to her 
lechet ye the maſyſon of the cꝛyſten 
court tpl they come to amendement. 
The thirde ſppce of aduouſtty is ſom 
fpme betwyx a nan and his wyf. 

Ano that is whan they ta lie noo te⸗ 


garde in thepr aſſemblpng but onlp 
fot fleſſty deſyte as ſapth ſaynt The - 
rome and tec lic of notß yng but they 
be aſſemblpd bp cauſe they be marps 
ed. Al is good puough as thynReth 
to hem. But in ſuche follie hath 
the decuyſ power as ſapde the aungel 
Raphael to Tobye. For in het aſſem 
bſyng they put Jheſu Ctyſit out off 
Ger heꝛte. and ytcue hem ſelſ to al or 
dure The fourth ſpree is of hem þ aſs 
ſembſyn bp Ger U yntede 02 of hem þ 
ben of one afſpnpte . O: eſſys wyth 
fem wyth whom her faders had de 
[yd wytß the ſynne of ſechetye. This 


ſynne mali pth hem lylie houndes þ 
ta gien none ßede of Epnrede. And at 
tes parentcfa is in two maners. 0: 
ghooſilp. ſſeſſgſy ghooſtly is fo: to 
deſyn wpth her goſſpbs. Fortig / 
ſo as a godfader is her fader ſpyip - 
fuef. Foꝛ whiche a woman map in 
no ſeſſe ſpune ſembſe wth her goſ⸗ 
ſyb than wyeß het o wen broder The 
fyftte ſpune is þ abhomynablſe ſyn⸗ 
ne of whiche no man ought to ſpe - - 
lc of ne wꝛyte. neuertheſcs it is opc 
ſy reherſed in holy wtyt. Lertes hoſy 
wꝛyt map not he defouled moꝛe tha 
the ſonne that ſpynciß on a donßyll 
Another ſynne apperteynetß to ſcche 


tye that cometh} in ſſepyng. And this 


ſynne cometh ofte to Fam that hen 
mapdens and che to ßen that ben 
conupt. And this ſynne is cleped pol 
ſucyon. That cometh in foure man 
ners.' Somtyme it cometh of ſang· 
uyſſhyng of the body of man. Hom 
tyme it cometß of Infinnyte fon the 
feblenes of the vertue tetentif as ph1 
ſylb malt yeß mencpon , Homtpme 
of ſurfete of mete and drpnke. And 
ſomtyme fo: Bpolemte thougßtis þ 
ben encloſpd in maͤnys mynde w# 4d 
ße goth to ſſepe. wßiche may not be 
wyth out ſyune Foꝛ whiche men 
Gepe hem wpſeſp. 0: eſſys map they 
ſynne greuouſſy. Now cometh reme 
dye apenſt ſecherye 7 bis gencralfp 
chaſtyte 7 contpiieer ae refrepneth 
al dyſoꝛdynate mcungys p comyn 
of fleſſſy taſentys. And cut 

gretter meryte ſhjaſſe Fe gane that res 


frepneth moſt the wyc ed aß buffing 


e whache that 
drach thys is to [ate 
they lyuc bothe This is au 
ſafe 80 a ful grete ſactement 

made it as I ſjaue ſapd in pa⸗ 
radpſe and wold 6pm ſelf be bom in 
marpage. And for to faſo we maiya 
ge he was alte weddynge where he 
fourncd water in to wpy, Whiche 
was te firſt mpracle þ ße wꝛougße 
in erthe to ſoꝛe his dyſaples. The tre 
we effect of marp igt clenſpth fomps 
cacyon and tepſenyſſßetß holy chyt⸗ 
che of good fpgnagr. Foꝛ as the ende 
of maꝛpage chaungytß dedefp ſynne 
in to denpaſ bytwene hem that been 
weddyd 7 ma l ytß the heut es al one 
as n This 
is cry marpage that#s ſtablpſſhed 
by god oꝛ that pune began whay 
naturct ſawe was in his nght point 
in paradys And it was oꝛdeyned þ a 
woman ſhoſd huue but one may. as 
ſapth ſaynt Anſtyn by many reſons 
Fprſt that marpage is fygured bes 
twene cryſt and holy chuche. Aud 
anothe: ia that a man is Hede of the 
word alt g ite by 02denatice it ſhoſd 
de aſſo Fd: yf a woman had mo m? 
ont. ihenne {Fold fe haue moo 
than ont. And that were ay 


thpng. And forther moꝛe naman 
ſzold linawe his owen engendrure 
ne who ſhold haue his erptage. And 
thc woman ſhold be laſſe louyd fro 
the tyme þ ſhe were commppt — 
many. Now .compth how a man 
ſhold gere ſym wyth $16 wyff and 


namſy in two thpngps þ 16 to ſayc 
—— 


Cryſt whay he fyrſt weman 
For he made her not of Adams heed. 
For ſhe ſhold not haue to grete ſoꝛd⸗ 
hyp Foꝛ there as the woman hath 
the maſtrye ſhe ma luti to moche diſ 
aray. There nede none enſaumplps 
of thts. Theyperyente that we haue 
day by dap ought to ſuffyct. Alſo cet 
tea ne he made not ihe woman of the 
fect of Adam. Fo: ſhe ſhold not Bee 
holde to ſo we Fo fe can not paceut 
ſy ſuffre But god made woman off 
the Ryb of Adam. For woman 
old be folowme Brita may. Man 
hold bere hym to hps wyf. uy fapth. 
i trouth a in ſoue As ſarth ſauit _ e 
and that men ſold loue his wyf as 
cryſt dpd holy chuche that ſouyd it ſo 
wel þ he deped for it. Ho ſhold a me 
for his wyf pf it were nede. Now 


how pa woman ſholde be ſubget to 


her huſBond p teſlyth. Hame Peter t 
eie as ſapth the decre. A woman as 
long as ſhe is a wyf . ſe hatß non 
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anctoryte to ſwerxe ne to bere wyrnts merptorpe. The ſecond alſo fot 
the derte ſapthſſſe hath merpte ſoꝛ þ 
ſhe yefdyth to her huſbond the dette 
of her body. pethough it be apenſt 


—— pleſe her fu, 
bond. Put not bp queyntiſe of her a⸗ 
rape. Dapnt Iherome ſapth that wp 
ups ben aparapked in (ple and in 
purpurt map not clotßen Hey in ißii 
cyſt. Saynt Gregore ſapth eſe þ 
no wpght no precious arape 
but only veyn gloue to be Fononred 
the moze beſouy the peple. it is grete 
folpe a Woman to haue grete araye 
outward 7 ßer ſelf to be fout inward 
A wyf ſjuldekie be meſurable. in ſo 
Ui pug. beryng and in lawhyng 7 
dpſcrete in al ſez woꝛdes and het de⸗ 
des And aboue all woildſy tf yngre 


ſhe ſFoſd aue fer uſbond wyth alt 


her herte and to hym be trewe of her 
body. Do ſhoſd cuery huſbond ce 
ze trewe to his wpf. for ſytßen alle 
the body ia the huſdondes ſoo ſhold 
her herte be alſo.oꝛ eflps there is be⸗ 
twpy ſem two no parfigh manage 
as ij that. Tay ſhalſe a man n 
— rs 
and his wyf mo we aſſemble. T 
fuſt for thentent of gendrure of of 
drey to the ſeruyſe of god. Foꝛ certes 
that is the cauſe fynal of matrymo 
np. That other is to pelde cueryche of 
hon the dette of her body: Fot nether 
of hem Fath power of his o wen Bo ⸗ 
dp. The third is for theſchewe ſeche - 
rye and Pplonpe The forrrth foꝛſotß 
is dedeſy ſynne. As to the firſt it is 


her ſyliyng and the luſt of her herte . 
The third maner woßiche is teſche we 
lecherpe , I holde it no dedely ſynne. 
But many of thpſe be not wythout 
Vanpal fon ſynne ſot the coꝛꝛupcion and 
delyte therof. The fourth manet 1s 
to vnderſtonde pf that thep aſſemble 
onſy fo? amerouſetoue and fo: none 
of iße forſapd cauſps heit for taccom 
pſyſſi the bꝛennyng defptethep tet be 
neuer how ofte. Votßly it is a d-defp 
ſpune;And yet wpt3 ſoꝛo we ſomme 
folke wyl peyne hem more to do tha 
her apetit ſuſſyſeth. The ſecond ma⸗ 
ner of chaſtyte is to be ilene wydo we 
to cſchewe the braſpng of man and 
to deſpre tF-wgbraſpnage of Aheſu 
Lryſt Thyſe$ tho that haue ben 
wpups and haue foꝛgoon her herf - 
bondes, And ee woman that haue 
doon ſecherye. And be refeupd by pe - 
naunce. And crrtes pf ——— — 
Repe Her alle chaſte by 
huſbond. ſo þ ſe gaf no _ 
none occaſpoy that he agplted. 

Hyt were to her grete merpte. Theſe 
maner of women þ obſerum chaſty 
te muſt be clene in Ferte as wel as in 
body and in tonght and meſuzable 
in clotßyng and in contenaunce ab / 
ſtynently etyng and in deyn li pnge , 
In ſpe li yng and in dede. And ßen ie 
IG ſhe Heſſe of the bope of the bleyſed 
audeſeyn that fuffylle hoſy cherhe 
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tyng and dꝛyn ling. For certes 
wwhan the pot bopleth ſtrongly. The 
beſt remedpe is io wpthdrawe the fp 
xe, Dleppng long in grete gquycte 16 
eGe a gretenorpce to ſecßerye. Ano/ 
ther remedpe ayenſt lecherpe is that 
a woman 02 may eſchew companye 
of hem by whiche he demeth to be 
tenptyd for alle Ge it ſo that. the dede 
be wythſtonbe pet is there grete temp 
tacion. Hothlp a whpte wal al thou 
gh it b:ene not fully by the ſtyn bing 
of a candef. yet ia the wal blacki off 
the lpght. In ſylte wpſe ofte tynico 
ſuche perſones haue euplk name by 
cauſe they drawe in Bitous compa 
npe. wefofte tyme haue I redde that 
no man truſt in his owey perfection 
but he be ſtrenger than Damſoy, 

Hofper than Daupd . wyſer than 


Saſamog. Now after as J gaue de 
axed pow as I can of itze vu. dede⸗ 


— of ßer btaun⸗ 


. AN he remedpes. SHothlp pſI 


* : ay” 
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coude I wold teſſe you the ten com 
maundementis. butſo bpgh a doc⸗ 


tryne I leit to dyuynes. But nener; 


theles Itruſt to god they be toꝛꝛeted 
in this tretyſe eueriche of hem alle . 


Ad zuc ſerunda pars penitencic 


Ow as to the ſecond pat. 
n te of penylenteit ſtont in coͤ 

feſſyon of mouth as I be, 
gan in the ſecond chapytte to fore. 
Sapnt Auſtyn ſapth ſynne 18 in e. 
ucty worde and in cut ty dede. Aud 
alle that men coueten ayenſt the la's 
we of Iheſu Cryſt and 1018 16 fo: to 
ſynne in hette in mouth and yz dede 
by the fpue wyttys. that ben ſygßt. 
heerpng ſmellyng taſipng 0: ſaus , 
ryng and felpng. Now is it good to 
vndetſtonde the catcumſtaulcis that 
agtudgen myh yl tucry ſyunt. 
Thou ſhalt conſydere what thou art 
that daſt the ſpnne. whetcr ow be 
maſe oꝛ female, yong oꝛ olde. gentpl 
0: tral. fre oi ſeruaut. wyſe oꝛ fool. 
fool oꝛ ſpe. wedded oꝛ ſangle. oꝛdꝛrd 
02 vnordꝛed. clerc k 02 ſeculer. pf 
ſ6e be of the n yntede Bodyſy oꝛ ghoo 
ſiſy oꝛ none. a maden 02 none, in 
manct of honuaide 02 none. hoz:pblc 
grete ſynne or ſmal. and how longe 
thou haſt contpnaed in ſynne. 
The tñyrd Lircumſtaunce is the pla 
where thou Faſt don ſpnue . he - 
thet in other mennys howſie 02 m 
thyn owœy. In felde 02 in chitehe or 
in chyꝛyerde. In chirche dedpeate 04 


| 
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non. Foꝛ pf the chirche wert halo wed 
and man oꝛ woman ſpyſſe hys li n 
de wyth in that place by wey of ſpn - 
ne oꝛ by wicked temptacion the chir⸗ 
che were enterdyted tyl it were recon 
caled by the Byſſhop:. And the peeſt 
ſholde be enterdpted that dpde ſuche 
vplonye.terme of his lpf and heſhold 
nomo:e ſpnge niaſke. and pf he dyde 
he ſhold doo dedelp ſpnne atte cucrp 
tpme that he ſong maſſe, The fourth 
arcumſtauncetis by ſuche medpa / 
fours as by meſſangers oꝛ for enty⸗ 
ſement ot foꝛ cdſentement to bere coͤ⸗ 
panye wytß fefawſhyp. For mas 
ny one fo: to here felawſhpp wyl go 
to the deuyl of helle. Foꝛ they that 
eggyn oꝛ conſentyn to the ſynne ben 
partencrs to the ſynne 7 of the damp 
nacion of the ſpunar, The fpfthe 
is how many tpmes that he Hath ſyn 
ned and it be in his mynde and how 
oft he hath falle. Foꝛ he that ofte 
falſytß in ſynne he deſpyſctß the mer 
cp of god and encreſpth ßis ſynne. 

And is vn li ynde to god And he wev 
pth the more febſe to wpthſtonde ſyn 
ne. And ſynnetß the more lpghtly. 

And the later azpſetf. and tße more 
eſchewetß fo: to ſhrpue bpm. And 
namely to hym that hath ben his cod 
feſſour Foꝛ whiche that foltie whay 
they falſe ayen in her olde folpeg they 
forſetey het olde confeſſours al Bter 


ly. Oꝛ effps they departey ßer ſFriſte® 


in dyuerſe places Put ſothlp ſuche 
departyd ſhrpſte deſetruytß no mercy 
of god foꝛ his ſpynes. Aße ſyvte 


arcumſtaunce ia thts hp þ a man 
ſynnetß as by what temptacon. 
And of pry ſelf pꝛocure thplk temp 
tacyon. oi by excytyng of other folk 
oꝛ yf thou ſynne wyth a woman by 
ſoꝛte 02 by her o wen aſſent. DO: yf a 
waman magre her herd haue be en. 
fozced 02 not. t whether fo: couetyſe 
0! poueꝛte. All this ſFalt thou teſle c 
yf it was her ptocuryng oꝛ no and 
alſe ſuche manet thonges. The ſe 
uentß citcumſtaunce is in what ma 
cr he hath doon his ſynnc. oꝛ how þ 
ſhe hath ſuffrpd how folke haue do 
to het. and of the ſame ſhalle the y ia 
telle alle the arrumſtaunas. 

And pf that he haue ſynned wyth co, 
myy bo:def women 02 none. in faſ 
tyng tpmes a: none oꝛ doon his ſyn 
ne in holy tymes 02 none. 02 befo21 
h ys ſhryft. oꝛ after Spe ſattet ſhryfte 
t hath pauetur therſoꝛ $20 Re his pe- 
nauce enopned. bi whos help t whos 
counceyl. by ſoꝛccry 02 craft. al muſi 
betolde thpſe eGynges after that they 
be grete 02: ſmale a11d grudge the co 
ſcience of man 02 tromay . And ehe 
the pꝛrrſt that is (he Juge map the 
better be aupſpd of bps Jugement . 
In peuyng hys penaunce. and ißat 
ſhal be after his conttycion. Fo? 
Buderſtonde wel that after (pme þ 
a may hath defouſed ys baptpſme 
6p ſpnne. pf he wpl come to ſawand 
there ia none other weyt but penaun 
ce and ſh:pft and ſatyſfactioy. And 
nameſp bp the two. pf there be a n 
fe ſſout to wgom Fe may ſhrpue hum 
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wyl malie atrwe and a proffyteble 
confeſſpon. there muſt be foure con; 
draons. Firſt u muſt be ty ſoro wſul 
Grtterneſſe of herte ag ſayd the li yng 
£echpe to god I wplremembre all 
the perps of mp ſyf in the bytterneſſe 
of my herte. Thig condycton of byt / 
ternes hath ſpue ſpgnes . The firſt is 
that con ſeſſion muſt be ſhameſaſte 
not ſoꝛ to couetyn ne to hpde ſas ſyn 
ue Hart foꝛ Je hath agyſted his god a 
de fouled $16 ſouſe. And HFerof ſapth 
Saynt Auſtyn. The hertetraucaleth 
fo! ſijame of hys ſynne. And fot he 
hath grete ſhameſaſines. he is digne 
to haue grete mercp. wheche was the 
confeſſion of the pupſytane þ wolde 
not ſeſte vp has tyen to heuen. Foꝛ he 
offendyd god of heuey Fort whiche 
ſhamefaſtenes ße had ſoſt anoone 
the metty of god And ther ſoꝛe 
ſapth — duſtyn. That ſuche ſha⸗ 
mitfaſt ſollie ben nevt ſorpruence x 
temyſſpon. That other ſymie 16 hu 

mylite of confeſſyon of whiche ſapth 
ſaynt petet ſjumbſeth you vndetr the 
myghty honde of god in confiſſyon 
Fo? therby god foꝛyeuetß the ſp1nes 
fo: he alſone halß power . This ſii⸗ 
myſyte ſhal be m hette and in ſpane 
outwarde. For rpghr ac he Fats Hu - 
rte god in his Ferte Right ſoo 
| Ge Glam ble his bodonuttward to 
tat ſpttet$ in god des pface 
iche in no maner. ſyeßnys b 
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cryſt is ſoutteyn and thepreeſt mene 
— 0m 
——— tlie bp 


— Than ſhold not the 


ſynnat ſpe as hpgh as $18 confeſ⸗ 
ſour, but Enefe byfom hym oi at his 
fect but pf malo dyt deſtourbe it. 
Foꝛ he ſhal not ta lie Bepe who ſyt 
there but in whos place he ſptteth. 
A man that hath treſpaced to a lord 
and compyth fo: to ave metep a mas 
lie his actoꝛde and ſette hym doun a 
non by the fozd. Men wold holde 
hym outrageous and not Woxthpſo 
ſone to haue te myſſyon ne mercy. 
The thprd ſygne 16 that the ſhrpf 
te ſhold be foul — teris pf man map 
wepe. And yf a man map not 
wepe wpth his bodeſy eyen ſete hym 
wepe in his herte. Suche was the 
confeſſyon of Hapnt Peter. 
For after he had fozſalie Jheſu Criſ 
tt he went out and wepte ſul bitterlp 
T he fourth ſygne is that he lete 
not for ſhame to ſhrpue hym and ſhe 
we hym ßys confeſſpoy. «Suche 
was the con feſſyon of Mawdelene 
that ſpared fo: noo ſhame of hem 
that were at the feſte, Fo2io goo 
to Our Loꝛd Iheſu Liſte and be / 
k no we to hym her ſynne. 
The fpſte ſygne ia that man and wo 
man be obeyſaunt to recepue the pe / 
naunce that is entopned Fer. 


"For certes Jheſu C ryſte fo: the gyſte 


of ont md was obedpent to the detß 

The ſecond condycion of verty con 

feſſyon is that it be haſteſy dooy. 
Foꝛ certes pf a man had a dedely 
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wounde euer the lenger þ he taryed 
to warpſſhe hym. the moꝛe wol de hit 
compte and haſte hym to hys deth. 
nd ele the wounde be the woꝛſe 
for to hele. Rygßt ſo farpth ſynnc 
that longe tyme is in a man vnſhe⸗ 
wed. Certes a man ougßt haſtely to 
ſhewe his ſynne for many cauſes . 
And fot drede of deth that cometh 
oft tyme ſo ſodenſy and ts in no cer - 
teyn what tyme it ſhal be ne in what 
act And elle the ſenger he tarpeth 
the ferther is he ſro Cryſt And pf he 
abepde vnto his laſt daye. ſcarteſy 
map he ſhrpue 02 amende hym fo: 
hys ſpunps 0: repete hym ſo the gre 
uous maladye of $ts detß. And fo! 
as moche as ße hatß not his ſyf her - 
Kenyd Iheſu Cryſte whan he hath 
ſpo ken vnto hym . he ſhal crpe vnto 
our Lord at his faſt day and far 
cefp he ſhalle her li en hym vnderſton 
de þ his condycion muſt haue foure 
tFpnges F1:ſt that thy ſſrpftc be pur 
ueped a foe and aupſed. And that a 
man can ſhrpue hym of hys ſpnnes 
be it of pꝛyde oꝛ of enupe 7 ſoo forth 
wpth the ſppces and arcumſtaunas 
And that be haue comprehendpd in 
his mynde the nombꝛe and che grete⸗ 
nes of his ſynnes and how fonge he 
gath ſcyrn in ſynne and elite that he 
be contrpte of his ſynnes and be ty 
ſtedfaſt puꝛpoos hy the grace of god 
ncuct efte to falſe apey in to ſynne to 
wh yche he 16 enclyned Alſo thou ſhal 
ſgryue te of alke thy ſynnes to one 
man 4 not pattelmeſe to one ma 1 


parceſmeſe to another , Than is it to 
be vnderſtonde in thentent to parten 
thy confeſſyon as ſoꝛ ſhamc oi dꝛede 
foz if nps but ſtrangſyng in the ſou 
ſe. Foꝛ certes "Jheſu Cryſt ts al good 
in hym is none Imperfection: And 
therfoꝛe he forpeueth al parfyghtly . 
and ellys ncuet᷑ a dee. ſayt not pf 
thou be aſſyned to the penetaunctt 
fo: certeyn ſynne that thou art boun 
de to ſhewe hym the remenaunt of 
thy ſynnes of w hiche to w haſt be 
ht yuen of ty curate but pf it ly lle 
the of (py humylyte this 18 no de / 
partpng of ſhryft ne IJ ſay not there 
as I ſpeke of deupſpoy of confeſſy5 
that pf thou haue [ſprence to ſhrpuc 
the to a diſcrete 7 ay Honeſt precſt 7 
where the fpl{;cth . and by the [pcrnce 
of thy curate. p thou ne mapſt well 
ſhrpue the of al thy ſpunes . but lert 
no blot befpnde [te no ſpune be der 
tolde as fer as thon haſt remeb:aun 
ce, And whan thou ſhalt be ſhryuen 
of thy curate. teffr pm che al the ſyn 
nes that thou haſt don ſpth thou we 
re faſt ſhcrupy, Alſo the very ſhtyfte 
aft; pth cetteyn con pcions. Firſt 
thou ſhalt ſhriue the by thy free wyll 
not conſtrened ne foꝛ ſhane of fol ke 
ne fo: maladyc oꝛ ſuche thpnges. for 
it is reſo1) þ he that treſpaceth by bps 
free wyl confeſſe his treſpaas. ne no- 
ne oiher man ſhal teſſe g ys ſprne. ne 
wrath ßym ayenſt the preeſt for fips 
amoneſſ6png to fete ps ſynne. The 
ſecond condpcaon tg that hp ſgryfte 
Be (awful þ is to ſap thou þ ſFnueſk 
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— that ferpt 1 Thou ſzalk ee ſhrpue the to 
Ter of ho ; later deſcrete to councep:l 

a man be not des the. Andekethou ſhalt not ſhrpue 

eee of Ie aſe the for Bepy glo2pe nie for ppocryſpe 
as Lapin and Judas wete. A: ne fot no cauſe but onſy ſoꝛ the doub 
gere res ke. Bas f Ages e fe le of hou; 


7 not another. But 
—— and w xte hym ſclf off 
725 o wen malice and of his j ytuic 
and none offer. But neuertheles ff 
another may by ducheſon of enty⸗ 
ſyng of his ſpnnes. oꝛ yf the eſtate of 
a perſont Be ſuche by whiche hiaſ yn 
ne is agredgyd oꝛ eſſys that he map 
not pfepnſp ſhtyne but he telle the 
perſone whicke hath ſpuned wyt . 
thenne map be teſſe. Do that His ct - 
lente be not to bachyte the perfone . 
Pit only te decfare 6 ys conſeſſpoy þ. 
Thou ſhal cle make no ſeſynge m 
thy confeſſyon for hunuſyte Peta⸗ 
ueu tute to ſape that tou haſt 0001) 
ſynnes of whicFe thou were neuer 
gplty. Fo: ſaynt Auſtyn ſaytß. yf 
thou bp cauſe of humylyte ma li yf 
a ſeſyng of thy ſelf though tou we⸗ 
re not in ſpnne afo2e. pet att thou in 
ſynne thenne thrugß thy ſeſynge. 
Thou ſhalt cle ſhewe thy ſynne by 
t3p pꝛopꝛe mouth byt thou be dombe 
And not by ſetter, fo2 thou that Faſt 
do ſynne thou ſhalt haue the ſhame 
of thy conſeſfyon. Thou ſhalt not c 
Cs thy confeſſyon by fapre 1 

ꝛdes to courre the moꝛe thy 
ware. Fo: thenne begyſeſt thou thy 
not the preeſt. chou muſt tel 
up be it never ſo hoꝛiyble ne 


— 


fe. Thou ſhalt not ele renne o the 
pretſtaſ ſodenſy to telle hym lghtly 
thy ſynne as who tellpth a tape or a 
take but auyſedly wpth grete deirocy 
on and generaſl to ſhrpue the ofter 
thay onys of ſynne whechethou haſt 
be ſhreuey of. it is the mote meryte. 
Foꝛ as ſapth ſaynt Auſtyn Thon 
ſßaſt haue the more ſpghtly relece 7 
grace of god. both of ſpnne and off 
peyne And certes onys a mY af the 
leſt weye it is lawful for to houſe⸗ 
ſyd. Fo: ſotflp ones a pett al thpn - 
ges renouclpy . 


Incipit teria pars penitencie, 
Dw haue Itolde of very 
n confeſſpoy p is the ſeconde 
part of penitece The third 


patte is ſatiſfaction . And ſtondeth 
generally in aſmes dede and in bode 
ſy papy. Now ben there tre maner 
of almeſſe contricion of herte where 
a may offrytß hym ſelf to god. Ana 
tf,:r is to haue pyte of defaute of his 
1. yghbeurs. Th tßyid is in peuing 
of good councepl and comſoꝛte Pode 
ly and ghoſteſy where men haut nes 
de t namcly in ſubſtauce of maͤnya 
food. And take kepe ÿ a man hath 


nede of theſe tpnghs generally he 
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gath uede of food of clothpnge aud 
herbero wg. he hath nede of chorita / 
ble coumceylſyng and viſytyng in 
pꝛyſon. maladpe and ſepulture off 
dede bodyes. And pf thou mayſt not 
vyſpte the nedeful wyth thy perſone. 
Vrſite hun with ty meſſage and thy 
peftes Theſe ben the general alzneſ⸗ 
ſes of wer liys of charite of lem that 
haue termporel richeſſe 02 diſetecion in 
collcey. (png: Of theſe wer Nes ſhalt 
thou Gere at the dape of dome th ys 
almeſſe ſ5ol deſi thou doo of thy pꝛo 
pꝛe tßynges and haſteſp and pryuc 
ſy pf thou mayſt. Hut neuerthetes if 
thou mayſt not doo it prpue lp thou 
ſhalt not fo:bere to do almes though 
meu ſee if. ſo tat it be not do fo2 tha- 
lie of the world. but onſy fo: to ha 
ue than ke of our ſoꝛd Jheſu Lryſic. 
Fo: as wytneſſyth Hapnt Mathew 
A cpte map not be hpd tyzatiaſetie 5- 
pon a mountepy. Ne men ſyght not 
a fantery and put it Inder a buſſhel 
but ſpttey it Bpon a candeſſtyche to 
(pghten the men in the hous. Right ſo 
hal pour ſyght. ſyghten before men 
that thep mo we ſee your good wer 
E ys and gſoꝛyfye pour fader that 18 
in heucn. Now as for to ſpr lic of bo- 
deſy pcyn. it ſtond in pray en un wa 

Ryng. in faſtyng and in vo ttuous te 
chyng of 0:pſ-n6. ye ſhal vnderſton 
de that oꝛyſons 02 pꝛaycts 18 for to 
ſape. Appetous Pops of herte that 16 
redreſſpd in god and evpecſſing it br 
Wo:dr out warde io remene Harme / 
ful thynges and to haue thynges 
ſpyrituckand durable and ſomtyune 


femporeſthynges. Df wht 
che 0zpſons. in the oꝛyſon of Pater nt 
hath Aheſu criſt endoſpth moſt tpn 
ges. Leites it rs prpupleged of thre 
ehpilgcs in hi degnpte . for whiche it 
ia moꝛe digne than any other p2aper 
ſoꝛ that Fhii cryſt hym ſelf made hu 
and it is ſhort fer it ſhol de be coude 
the moꝛe ſygtſy. and fo: to w ytholde 
more eſely in eite. and heſpe hyrn 
ſelf the ofter wpth toꝛyſon. and fo: 
a may ſhold be the ſeſſe wery to ſape 
it. 7 for a man map not cvcuſc hym 
to ſerne it. it 16 ſo ſhoꝛte 7 ſo eſp. and 
fo: it comprcheudith in 6pm ſelf alle 
good prayers The vpoſicyon of this 
hoſy praper tha: is ſo cvcellent 7 ſo 
dygne Jbcta ht tothe mayſtete off 
theoſogyc. Daue thus moche wyll i 
ſape. That wWhay thou pꝛapeſt tha! 
god ſholde fo:peuc the thp gyſtes as 
thou foꝛycucſt hem that haue agyl - 
ted the. Dt wol ware þ thou He not 
out of chatite This holy oꝛyſen ame 
muſytß clic ven yal ſynne. And ther 
fore it apperteyneth ſpecyalſy to pe - 
nytence. This praper muſt be tnuſy 
ſapd in very fepth. and tf at men pia 
pe fo god 0:dpnatkp. diſcretely. 7 de 
uoutfy. Alle ay a may ſf al put Fig 
wyſ to be ſubicct to the wpll of god 
this ouſon muſt ele be fapde wyth 
grete Fumnblines i fuſpure t Foneft 
fp. 7 not to the anspſance of onp ma 
02 woman hit muſte ebe be contynu 
d wyth wer bis of charpte. it auup., 
ſeth ebe apenſt the Bpees of the ſoule 

Foz as ſapth Se ynt Jhetumc. 
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— rfnge the gyctu of the 
and bp ptapers the Bycis off 
the fone. After theo chou ſhalt Fn 
that bodeſy peyn ſto;1t in 
walipng. For Iheſu Cryſt ſapth 
wake ye and pꝛapye pe that yr ne en 
tre in to wyt bed temptacion. pe ſhal 
vnderſtonde tat cuſtyng ſtandets 
in ißre chynges. n foꝛberyng of bode 
lp incte and driilte. and in foꝛbeung 
of workd(p Joly ers. And in forbe 
ryng of dedefy ſprine wpth e hps 
mpaſt_And thou ſhalt Pnderſtonde 
tat god oideyncd faſipng. 7 to faſ - 
tyng appertepucth} fourthpnges. far 
genes to poute folke.gfadnes in het 
te ſpirituel not be angrpd ne to be a 
noped ne to grutche foꝛ he faſteth . 
And aſſo reſonabſe Four for to ee 
6p meſure þ ia to ſap þ a man ſfold 
not eke in Putpme ne ſytte the lenger 
at his tabſe fo: he faſtytß Tine ſhalt 
thou vnderſtonde that bodeſy peyn 
ſtondytß in diſcyplyne oꝛ lechyng by 
wryting oꝛ by enſaumple. {iſo in 
weryng of hyer oꝛ of ſtampy . oꝛ of 
an habergeon on her na lied fleſſhe 
for Lryſhe ſake. and that ſuche ma 
ner penauncis ne make not thy her 
te bytter 02 angry ne anoyed of thy 
ſelf. Fo better ia to caſt away tñyn 
ßeyre than to caſt away the ſwetenes 
of our lord Iheſu Cryſt. And their ſo 


re ſapth ſaynt Poule. Llothe yoiſ as 
ben choſen of god in herte 
Dfmpſerpecorde . deßonaeyrte ſuf 


b& — and ſuche maner of cloth - 
. I» weiche Theſu £ ryſte ts 
nne hepr 02 Ha ⸗ 


bergron. Than 16 diſciplpne elie in 
li nocſiyng of thy breſt in ſcourging 
wyth perdiam lt nylyng. in tribulaci 


ons. in ſuffryng uſy wronges 
reflew parie ſuffring 


of maſadyes.oꝛ ſeſynges.oꝛ woꝛſdſy 
cateſ. oi wyf. or chylde oꝛ other fren⸗ 
dps, Thenne ſhalt thou vnderſtonde 
1 deſtourbey penaun 
ce And this is in tre mane rs that is 
drede⸗ſhame. and wanhope thak 1s 
deſperacion And for to ſpeRe of dre; 
de. foꝛ wßiche ße weneth he map ſuf⸗ 
fre no penaunct. there apenſt is teme 
dye for tothynlie that bodeſy penau - 
ce is but ſhort atte tegarde of helle 
that is cruel and ſoo ſonge that it ſaſ 
tyth wythouten ende. Now apenſt 
ſhame that a m hatß to ſhryue him 
Dhold a man thyn lie by wape of re 
ſon That he hatß not be aſchanied to 
doo fouſe thyng. Lertes hym ought 
noi to be aſchamed to doo ferr thpn / 
gys and good thynges And that is 
confeſſpons A man ſhold thynke 
that god woot alle hys thoughts 
and hys wer kys and to hym maye 
nethyng be hyd ne couerpd. 

cen ſold ebe temembꝛe hem of the 
ſhamcthat is to come at the day off 
domcto hym that ben not penytent 
in this preſent (pf. For al the creatu / 
tis in Feuene and in erthe and in hell 
ſhuſ ſee appeꝛtly al that they hyden 
in this workd. Tow for to ſpeke off 
Few that ben ſo netſygent and ſſo we 
to ſhryue hem. if ſtondetß in two ma 
ners. That ont is that he hopetß to 
fpuc ſon pe 7 fot to durch ache mochte 


p be do to hin 
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ryches foꝛ his delyte. And henne wil 
he ſhrpue hym as he ſapth . he may 
as ßym ſemcth tpmelp pnow come 
to ſhrfte Another iu the ſurquypdrpe 
that ße hatß in Lryſtes mercy. And 
apenſt the firſt he ſhal thui be þ oure 
ſyf ia in no ſpkernes. And che that 
alle the riches of the world is in aue 
fure and paſſyng as a ſhadowe on 
a waf, do ſapth ſapnt Gregoꝛethat 
it appertepncth to the grete tight wiſ⸗ 
neſſ of god that neuer ſhal the pep / 
ue ſtynte of them p neucr wold with 
dꝛa we hem fro ſynne het than li ys 
but enter cõtynued in ſpune. Foꝛ that 
perpctucſ wyf to do ſynne that. they 
haue yerpetucl pepne. wanhope 16 
in two maners, The firſt wanhope 
is in the mercy of god. That ol er is 
that tñey thin lie that thep map not 
fonge perſeuere in goodnes. The 
firſt wanhope compth of that he de. 
meth that Fe hatß ſynned ſo greiſy · 
ſo ofte. and ſo ſonge ſeyn in ſynnt þ 
he ſhal not be ſauyd Certes apenſt 
that curſyd wanhope he ſhold tpn, 
lie that the paſſyon of Fheſu Lryſt 
is mort ſtꝛonge to vnbynde thay ſin 
ne is to bynde. Aud apenſt the ſecon 
de wanhope he ſhal tÿyn lie þ as ofte 
as he fapfeth. ße ſhal arpſen by peny 
fence And thougß he neuer ſo longer 
hauc ſeyn in ſpmne The meriy of 
Tryſt is alway redp to recepue hym 
fo mercy Apenſt that wanhope that 
he ſhold not ſonge perſcuere in good 
nes ße ſgal tpn lie that the febylnen 
of the deuyl may no tßyng doo but 


men wol ſufftt (p11), And ebe he ſhal 
haue ſirenthe of god and of alle ys 
chirche and of the protection of aun⸗ 
geſps pf hym ſyſt. Thiune ſhul men 
vnderſtonde what is the frupt of pe 
nalnce.1 after the word of Fbu crift 
It ia endeſes blpſſe of Feuene There 
tope hath no contrarpoſpte of woo 
ne greuaunce there alſe harmps be 
paſt of this pꝛeſent ſyf there as io ſp/ 
kernes ſto the peyngs of helle. there 
as ia the bleſſpd companye that rc 
ioyſen cucrmore cuerichc oſ topes 5 
ye. tijcꝛt as the body of ma that why 
ſom wbs foul t der de is more clete 
than the ſonne. there as whylom the 
body was ſeke and frerl. Febel and 
mo:tal Ja in moꝛtal 7 ſoo ſtronge 
ſoo hool that ther may nothjyuig en 
payre if. there as nether is hunget ne 
t6riſt ne colde but euery ſoule reple - 
neſſpyd wpt#i the ſygnt of the par - 
fygßt knowpng of the trinpte. This 
bleſſpd regne map may purchace by 
pouert ſpprptuel t the gloꝛye by ſo w 
neſſe.the plente of Joye by hunger 
and thriſt. And the reſte by trauanll 
and the ſyf by detß and moxtpficacas 
of ſynne. To that ſyf he vs 
brynge that bougß / vs wpth hys pre 
cyous blood Ach . 
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